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Up to now the problem of formation and development of

interrelat ion between A' I '  Denikin's regime and the Jewish

populat ion of Ukraine was considered to be almost one of the most

restr ictect themes for a researchrer of ukrainian history. Paylnn u

considerable attent, ion to disclosing fascism aS an ideology, which

r e s u l t e d i n a m a s s d e s t r u c t i o n o f J e w s , s o v i e t h i s t o r i c a f s c i e n c e

got  away f rom the  fac t  tha t ' " '  be fore  H i t le r ' s  coming the  most

considerable massacre of Jews took place during Civi l  war tn

Ukra ine '  r

The history of mutual relat ions between A' I" Denikin's regime

and Je\47s was described, at a great deal '  in the works of Soviet

r e s e a r c h e r s o f t h e f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e S o v i e t p o w e r . T h e w o r k s b v

Y.  Kha i fe ts /  P .  Ye le tsky ,  M '  Moz in  a re  ded ica ted  to  the  prob lems o f

a  pogrom ideotogy .  In  those works ,  pub l i shed a f te r  the  pogroms '  the

resul-ts of the pogroms were analysed for the f irst t ime' and i t  was

c o n c l u d e d t h a t a l . L o f t h e m h a d b e e n o r g a n i s e d . T h o s e w o r k s w e r e n o t

voluminous, they did not present deep analyt ical conclusions' but

they played their part in formulating the problem and introducing

vas l  fac tua l  mater ia l  in to  sc ience '?
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In  7922 a  research  by  N. I .  Sh t i f f ,  a  member  o f  one o f  K iev
commissions on assistance to the pogrommed was issued. rt  contain-

ed a rarge number of memoir documents. N. r.  sht i f f  gave anarysis

of the causes of anti-semit ic feel ings, did a great work on gather-

ing data about the pogrommed, summarised aI1 the data, and made a

stat ist ic tabr-e deating with every town and borough of ukraine.r

fhe work by A. F. Maleyev Trjdtsat Dney yevteyskogro poq-roma v
Mestechke Krivoye Ozero (,Thirty Days of pogrom in the Borough of

crooked Lake') is dedicated to the tragedy in the borough of Kri_

voye ozero' which stopped exist ing after a ,whi-te'  pogrom.a The re-

search work described such a phenomenon as taking hostages, charac-

terist ic of mutual relat ions between the Jewish populatron of uk-

ra ine  and A.  r .  Den ik in 's  t . roops .  A .  F .  Ma leyev  a lso  charac ter ised

social- types of pogrom-makers. The thesis about Jews themselves be_

r'ng responsible for the pogroms was devel0ped by D- s. pasmannink.

fn  h is  a r : t i c le ,  pub l i shed on  September  14 ,  1919,  in  the  newspaper

cal led Obshcheye DeJo ( /Common Deed, ) he wrote, ,off j-cers from A.

f.  Denj-kin,s Army forget that trotskysf kamenevs, zj-novryevs, and

larins are borne Jews, but they have nothing in conmon with their

national i ty. But despite the fact that the vor-unteer Army did not
I ike Jews, on the terr i tory, which had already been occupied bv
A.  I .  Den ik in 's  Army,  there  was no t  any  pogrom. ,5
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To prove inconsistency of such statements s. Gusev-orenburgsky a

welr known in pre-Revolut i .onary Russia publ ished a book cal led Rniga

o yevreyskikh pogronakh na tlkraine v 1919 gtodu (,The book on the

pogroms o f  Jews in  ukra ine  in  1919 ' ) .  Hav ing  pa id  a  cons i_derab le

attention to analysing a normative basis of t tre regime of the Armed

Forces in the south of Russia, he came to the conclusi-on that senior

o f f i cers  took  par t  in  the  pogroms,  and tha t  the  s t rugg le  o f  A .  r .

Deni-ki-nts command agaj-nst that phenomenon v/as highly ineffect ive.6

rn 1926 in Moscow a summarising correction car- led. yevreyskiye

p o g r o m i =  1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 1  ( ' , p o g r o m s  o f  J e w s ,  1 g 1 g - 1 9 2 1 ' )  w a s  p u b l i s h e d .

rt \ ,ras created on the basis of analysis of regional committees of

the Red cross' and of the provincial sections attached to the

provinciar executive comrnittees, rendering help to the pogrornmed.T rn

tha t  very  year  a  French journa l i s t  ca l led  B.  Lekash,  who was

inves t iga t ing  the  resu l ts  o f  the  pogroms o f  the  Jews/  pubr ished

Kogda fsrai l-  umirayet (rWhen Israel is dying.) where he gave quite a

number of data on the pogroms in the South sf Ukraine, and in

Kherson,  in  par t i curar .  Bes ides  tha t ,  he  ana lysed the  p : :obJ-e ln  o t

persona l  respons ib i l i t y  o f  the  readers  o f  the  por i t i ca l  par t ies  o f

that t ime for not preventing the pogrorns of the Jewish populat ion of

Ukra ine .  t

In  1930s ,  the  theme o f  in te r : re la t ion  be tween A.  I .  Den ik in ,s

regime in ukraine and Jews became forbidden. separate issues of the

6 lycea-Opeu6yprcxai C. KEnra o eBpeicKrax fiorpoMax Ha yKpar{He B 1919
L 9 2 6 .
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history of work of the ukrainian g'overnments on rendering assistance

to the pogrommed were considered in s. r.  Golderman/s l l /af,s_.onalnaya

avtononiya na ukraine ( 'National autonomy in I jkraine, ) pubrished in

Mun ich  in  1963.  pay ing  a  cons iderabre  a t ten t ion  to  the  ac t iv i t ies  o f

the leadership of the ukrainian people,s Republic on deveropi-ng

JevJish nati ,onal autonomy, the author onry touched upon the traqedv

of  the  Jews in  lg lg .e

rn  1970s,  the  probrern  o f  the  ,pogrom movement ' in  ukra ine  was

raised by p. Kenez in his book calred, civi f  war in south Russia. rn

the  sec t ion  ca11ed 'A .  r .  Den ik in  and an t i -semi t i sm'  he  emphas ised

the place and part of peasants in the confl ict between the cossacks

and the Jewish populat ion of Ukraine.

r t  i s  wor th  ment ion ing  tha t  p .  Kenez was qu i te  care fu l  wh i le

touching on the theme of that very 'pogrom movementr. He l imited

himserf to the research of the causes of anti-semit ism and review of

the sources of historical science, deal ing \,r i th the probl-em. In

general '  his r"rork became the most comprehensive research of the

history of mutuaf rer-at ions between A. r.  Denikinfs regime and
-  1 0

T h a  n r n l - r ' l  o *  ^ €rrru v!u!ac.r ur €x&ct est imation of the number of vict ims of the

pogroms was constantly giving r ise to discussion throughout the

history of development of the theme. rn 1920s, a considerable r.ror:k

\"ras done by B. Lekash. In his opin.Lon, 226 pogroms made by the

Vo lun teer  Army in  Ukra ine  resu l ted  in  g0 ,000 v ic t ims.  r r
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S.  Subte lny ,  a  p ro fessor  o f  york  Un ivers i ty  (Toronto)  gave

another  f igure :  35 ,000 to  50 ,000 peop le  per ished dur inq  the  pogroms

conducted  by  A.  I .  Den ik in 's  Vo lun teer  Army and pe t lyura ,s  a rmy. lz  In

some researches of the later period the f igure was decreased even

more: S. Martsenyuk and V. Simonenko, Ukrainian researchers, gave a

m u c h  f o w e r  f i g u r e  -  2 1 , 0 0 0 . r r  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  6 5 , 0 0 0 - 7 0 , 0 0 0  J e w s

per i .shed,  wh ich  was the  resu l - t  o f  250 pogroms,

It  is necessary to point out that the history of mutual

relat ions betweerr A. I .  Denikin's regime and the Jewish populat ion

of Ukraine needs a further and deeper research. Not onl_y problems of

the pogroms made by the white Armyr but the history of constructive

interaction between Jewish community and business circles with the

Whi te  movement  dur ing  the  C iv i l  War  o f  1917-1920 s t i l l  o iwe r i se  r^

d i s c u s s i o n .

The change in the correlat ion of powers between the Red Army and

the Armed forces in the South of Russia resulted in the Whites'

occupying the terr i tor ies populated by Jews mostly. According Lo the

conmon op in ion  o f  h is to r ians ,  in  the  spr ing  o f  1919 the  C iv i l  war

entered  i t s  th i rc i  phase.  I t  las ted  fo r  a  year .  I t  was  the  most

dif f icult  and unpredj-ctable phase of antagonj_sm between the

Bo lshev iks  and the  Vo lun teers .

A ,  T .  Den ik in 's  reg ime be ing  a  sor t  o f  con t inuat ion  o f  the

monarch pre-Revolut ionary social establ ishment which lasted for more

than 300 years on the terr i tory in Ukr:aine, was not identical with

i-t .  IL was a complex of problems dif f ieult  to research. Those \^rere
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both relat ions of power and social and economic relat ions. The civi l
War of l9l7-7920 exposed deep processes going on in the pre_
Revolut ionary society of the Russian Empire and reveared the real-
att i tude of pol i t ical groupings and powers to the choice of methods
and means of their desire to deeply penetrate into what, in
prac t ice ,  i s  ca l led  the  ,Russ ian  idea, .

The year  o f  1917 la id  t r re  foundat ions  o f  the  most  d i f f i cu l t  t r ia ls
which became the destiny of Jewish people in alt  the provinces of
ukraine' rn 191s the centrai Racia governed that terr i tory, then
getman p. Skoropadsky did, then i t  was governed by the Special
counci l  which was A. r.  Denikints government attached to commander_
rn-Ch ie f  o f  the  Armed Forces  in  South  Russ ia  (  AFSR) .

In the sunmer and autumn of 1_glg, three armies of the AFSR
infr icted a combined b10w from the south at the main forces of the
Borshev iks ,  rn  the  sunmer  o f  1g1g A.  r .  Den ik in ,s  t roops  occupred
Donbass ,  Kharkov ,  Tsar i ts in  and,  accord inq  to  the  ,Moscow

ins t ruc t ion ' ,  under took  an  o f fens ive  in  the  Nor thern  d i - rec t ion .
rn  Ju ly  i9 i9  v '  u -Lyanov 's  (Len in /s )  le t te r  vse  na  borbu s  Den ik in im
(  /Everyone to  F iqh t  aga ins t  Den ik in ' )  appeared in  the  Bo lshev ik
press  r -n  ukra ine '  r t  appea led  to  a l l  the  c i t i zens  suppor t ing  the
Bo lshev iks  to  jo in  the  f igh t  aga ins t  the  wh i te  Army,  wh ich  rear ly
th rea tened to  occupy  Moscow.

A. I .  Denikin,s regime fol lowed special normatj_ve grounds

zhurnal osoboqo soveshchaniya (tBurreti.n of Emergency Government,) -

considering problems of state government, the Statute of Legal
Procedure of 1905 dealing with the problems of t .rr-al and
investigation, orders and resolut ions of commanding generars and
governors of provinces.

o



fn  the  au tunn o f  1919,  the  personne l  o f  A .  L  Den ik in rs  po l i ce  _

s ta te  Guards  -  amounted to  80 ,000 o f f i cers  and men.  r t  h ras  a  l i t t re

fewer in number than the Army in the Fierd. By the end of 1919, the

staff of the Emergency Government had numbered g former senators,

50  rea l  counc i l lo rs  o f  s ta te ,  22  counc i l lo rs  o f  s ta te ,  29  marsha ls

of nobi l i ty. That kind of qual i tat ive structure of the machinery of

A- r.  Denikin's regime inf luenced mutual relat ions between the

white regime and peaceful Jewish popuration. The latter \ . /as sent to

ghetto anc fcrced to l ive in the Jewish paie. Jews were restrr-cted

in thei-r choice of residence and occupation. However, nobody could

suppose the  per iod  o f  A .  r .  Den ik in 's  reg ime to  become thac  o f

dramatic bloody excesses, characterised as one permanent pogrom

connected r ' / i th robbery and violence.

Having occupied voronezh, Kursk, orer A. f .  Denikinrs Army found

itself  on a vast terr i tory of 16 provinces populated by about 40

mi f l ion  peop le-  The spr ing  o f  1919 s ign i f ied  the  beg inn ing  o f  an

economic crisis. rnf lat ion of banknotes in possession of the

popuiat ion starteci.  Market prices were increased by 50 per cent.

Then the authorit ies j-ntroduceci speci.ai compensations for the state

functionaries. They were given to the tatter irrespective of their

posit ions. The real value of one roubLe was a ] i t t le more than that

of 1 kopeck, which had ci-rculated in ukraine before the Revorution.

None of the powers coul_d put an end to the crisis and impover_

i.shment of the populat ion. The Bolsheviks had forced out the

Whi-tes from Poltava province by the end of 1919 * the beginning of

1920.  They  le f t  such a  document :  /Order  No.18 .  I t  has  been no t iced

that nany individuars misuse banknotes such as kerenkas and nikora-

yevskys by resel l ing and buying them at prices higher than the,ir



nominal value' The revolut ionary conunittee warns that the persons
noticed in the speculat ions of this kind shal1 be punished accordinq
to  the  1aws o f  war t ime,  inc lud ing  execut j .on  . . .

Head of the revolut ionary committee pokhi l .  secretary z.cinzburq.
Borough o f  Khoro l . '  Ja

A- r.  Denikin supporters elaborated a document calIed vremennoye
poJozheniye ob upravJenii obJastyami, zanimayemymi Do.brovofcheskoi
Ar'miyei ( 'Tenporary resolut ion on governing the regions occupied by
the vol"unteer Army) one of the paragraphs of which ran as forrows.
'A1r absor-ute power in the regions occupied by the volunteer Army
belongs to the Supreme Leader of the Volunteer Army. Ln the
regions occupi-ed by the Volunteer Army effect ive are only those laws
v:hich were in force on the terr i tory of Russia prior to october 25,
1917' with amendments enoui-ng frorn this very Resoruti-on, as wer] as
from those to be prornulgated on the grounds of i ts r"aws. .  .  ,  r5

I t  i s  necessary  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  A .  I .  Den j -k in rs  regrme on the
E,errr-tory of Ukra'ne was a complex st.ate and 1aw system which , on
the  one hanc i ,  was  se l f_su f f i c ien t ,  and,  on  the  o ther  hand,  had a
nuri,bei:  of weak points such as absence of a stable national basis,
poor di-scipl i-ne among the cossacks, who quite reluctantry went
across the Don and wished to compensate for their part icipation in
n i l i ta ry  ac t ions  a t  the  expense o f  pecu l ia r  , repara t ions . ,

N.Lvov  wro te  in  h is  Be- Ioye  Dv izhen iye  ( ,The Whi te  Movement ,  ) ,
'The movement  o f  the  wh i tes  d i -d  no t  w in  because the  d ic ta to rsh ip

'o rocygapcraeHxbri apxaB llonraBcror! o6nacnr.r (fAno) _ &.
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of  the  wh i - tes  d id  no t  take  shape,  because aga ins t  the  d ic ta to r -

sh ip  o f  the  Reds there  had to  be  , , the  concent ra t ion  o f  power  o f

the  wh i tesz . r -16  g t r6  here  is  what  A .  von  Lampe,  one o f  the  readers

o f  the  wh i te  movement  in  emigra t ion  wro te ,  ,  we were  rn  a  hur ry ,

we did not demonstrate any state maturi ty and ruinei l  a pure

i d e a . '  (  A .  & o s  I I a M n e  , [ H e B H s K r l _  O A e c c a  .  2 7 _ 2 8  g e r a 6 p s  1 9 L 9 r . , l r z

one of the causes of the fairure of the vofunteer Army to create

its own state power is thought to have been complex rer-at ions

betvreen the ni l i tary and Jews - peaceful ukrainian popur-at ion

rejected bloody pogroms and the power that ini t iated thern.

rn normative documents and in the press A- r,  Denikinrs regime

never stated i ts negatlve att i tude tor^7ards Jewish populat ion . in an

open v'ay' And i t  should be mentioned that the Jewi_sh communit i-es of

ukrainian towns set great hopes on the coming of the vorunteer Army

as a great mi- l i tary and porit ical power capable of stabi l i -sing the

situation in the region. Anyway, that power did not st.ate as i ts

doctr ine commandeering of property of the r ich and makinq lhe

cj-t j-zens do i iard compuisory work.

Ho\dever, pogroms started as soon as the Voiunteer Army vanguard

troops came into the former rJewish pale, i- .e into the boroughs

populated by Jews mostly. As self-confidence and hopes for f inal

v:-ctory over the Volunteers \^rere inereasing, the wave of pogroms

growing and enveloping more and more terr i tor ies.
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There are three periods of pogrons singled out accordj-ng tc
their character: 1. The period of Lhe so_called ,guiet, pogroms

(June -  Ju ly  1919)  _  Kharkov ,  yekater inos l_av  provrnces .  I t  i s
characterised by endless raids and assaults in the streets with the
purpose of robbing, making vioJ-ence, and raping lromen. 2. The
per iod  o f  mass  pogroms (Ju ly  -  August  1g1g)  -  the  wescern  par t  o f
Pol-tava, the southern part of cherniqov, and the eastern part of
Kiev provi 'nces. rn those places robberies, as we.r.r- as part ial  arsons
and chaotic murders took pLace. 3. The perj-od of slaughter anci
bloody pogroms ( septenber - october 1919 ) _ Kiev, chernisov
pr:ovinces.

Beginning from Jury L9rg, pol ice reports abounded in messages

informing the authorit ies about thefts, robberies, and extort ions

made by the white Guards and aimed at prosperous Jewish cit izens. rn
svedeniya o proishestviyakh yuridicheskogo ocde.Ta Kharkovskogro

qubernatora ( r lnformation about Incidents of Legal DeparEment of
Governor of Kharkov province') we come across the fol10wing

document: 'Dai ly report on July 1 some armed bandits, wearing

mi l i ta ry  un i fo rms,  came to  Aaron Nemch ik 's  f la t  a t  I  0 ,

Khanaichenkovsky Lane. They took things and money, ar-I  amountr-ng to

a  t o t a l  s u m  o f  5 0 , 0 0 0  r o u b l e s ,  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  . , _ J s  A n d  a g a i n
' robbers  in  mj -1 j_ ta ry  un- i fo rms,  :  , . . .  on  the  n igh t  o f  Ju ly  13 ,  four

unknown persons in mi-r- i tary uniforms came to a certain Krikrnan,s

f l -a t  in  N iko layevskaya St ree t  in  Kharkov .  They  took  11 ,000

roubles' -  re There is qui-te a number of reports of this kind in porice

reviews. Such a detai l  as a mil i tary uniform is unl ikely to be

'" IIeHTpanbHni rocygapcreennui apxHa Br[cu,nx opraHoB Bnacra r] yrpaBnerla,,
y K p a H H H  ( I . l f A B O )  .  -  q ,  1 7 4 2 .  _  O n .  1 . _  ! .  t Z . _  n .  L .
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connected  w i th  a  par t i curar  ' fash ion '  fo r  mi l i ta ry  un i fo rms.  Here

one can th ink  on ly  o f  A .  I .  Den ik in rs  personne l  mak inq  those

robber ies .

Deprived of a normal system of administrat ive support,  the

volunteer Army units turned into a power controf led by no one. That

power was a money-grabber like any other of the armed groupr-ngs ope_

ra t ing  in  Ukra ine  a t  tha t  t ime.  For  ins tance:  , . . .  on  Ju l :z  15 . .  var i_

ous  k inds  o f  per fumery  5 ,000 roub les  wor th  were  s to len  f rom ros i f

Mezher ich j -n 's  s to re-house a t  23 ,  podo lsky  Lane '  to  
;  ,  . . .  on  Ju iy

21 '  shmui l  Rask in  was robbed o f  400,000 roub les .  r t  happened.  in  h is

f lat at 51' crekovskaya street in Kharkov. part of the things taken

was found a t  s tan is rav  Novak 's  p race  a t  23 ,  Krochkovskaya s t ree t . ,z r

It  l_s necessary to si_ngle out three types of causes makinq A_ I.

Denikin's men commit cr imes of that kind. The f irst type is str i ,v-

i n c  f n r  n r ^ f i +  r l ryrurrL. r!€ s€co[d type _is this or that way connected with

an open mil i tant anti-sernit ism. The third type is connected wrth a

desire to take revenge on Jews for /  their col- laboration with the

B c l s h e v i k s '  .

one of the most wide-spread ways of robbing Jewish populat ion

was extort ion. This is i l lustrated by the fol_lowi-ng document:

'Report '  To his Excel lency the Governor of Kharkov province. Gir la

Mizerov Kropman craimed that on July t  he had been visi ted by an

unknown man in a soldier uniform. That person passed on him a l .etter

from the First Tersk cossack Division. Tn the retter i t  was demanded

tha t  Kropman shou l -d  pay  25r000 roub les .  As  a  resu l t  Kropman,s  f la t

and the canteen /Prostokvasha', where the money was to be derivered to

LI|ABO YKpaEHBr.
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were put under observation. Kropman,s telephone was aLso put under
cont ro l  a t  the  te lephone s ta t ion . . .  A f te r  de termin ing  the  p lace  f rom
which the cal l  had been made an ensign from Korni l .v str ike Regiment
Gordey Neronov was detained. The r.atter admitted that i t  was he who
had wr i t ten  the  1e t te r . ,  zz

It  is known that after the JeTrs of Kharkov, poltava, Kursk, and
Yekaterinoslav provinces had peti t ioned for protection, the conrnand_
ing general 0f those provinces issued an order to escort the train
/ so that the incicients sf -", iolence agains-u ; iews couid be pre*
vented ' '  rn  sp i te  o f  genera l  May*Mayevsky ,s  spec ia l  o rder  robber ies
and attacks on the rai lways, those specif ic forms of pogroms, did
not cease' rn svedeniya o praishestviyakh yuridicheskogto otde-ra po-7_
tavskogo qubernatora ( 'rnformation on fncidents of Legal Department
of Governor of poltava province') we come across the folr-owi-ng docu-
ment about the events that took place in August: rrn the afternoon of
August g, at the span of sagaidak-Reshit i l0vka, some unknown soJ,diers
beat and threw off the train severaf Jews: Michel posvolskyr Moisey
r l i yev ich  anC Tsaak Bra in - . .  2 ,  The inves t iga t ion  o f  the  inc idents  o f
that kj-nd coul-d hardl_y be characterised as a rea] court lnvestiga_
t ion '  As  a  ru re ,  o f f i cers  and nen,  who were  the  cu lp r i t s  o f  those
tlpsy tr icks were never found. The matter came to a plain statement
o f  f a c t s .

v lad imi r  Zenonov ich  May-Mayevsky  (1g67-1920)  l ras  head o f  Den i *
kin's administrat ion from June 1g1g (when Kharkov was occup.ied by
the  wh i tes)  to  November  27 ,  1g1g.  Accord ing  to  many o f  h is  eon-

I{rABO yKpanHBr. _ iF.
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temporaries he introduced connivance in poti t ics for rawfess acts

tha t  took  p lace  in  the  Le f t -Bank  prov inces .  By  November  1919 , , . .  i t

had been found out that the name of general May_Mayevsky was

connected  w i th  end less  carouses ,  d runkenness ,  o rg ies  and so  on- ,24

P' N. vranger who took May-Mayevsky's poslt ion of the commanding

general 0f Kharkov, poltava, Kursk and yekaterinoslav provinces

wrote afterwards, 'Moving continuously forward the volunteer Army

st re tched i t se l f ,  d isordered i t s  un i ts ,  ex tended the  rear

excess ive ly .  The measure  o f  ,samosnabzhen iye  vo isk ,  (se l f_supp l ies l

in-creased the degree of the Army disintegration, The army corrupted

itserf and turned into a band of hucksters and br_ack-marketeers.

Those who somehow deart with self-supplies - and those were ar-most

al l  the senior and junior off icers and even platoon drstr, ibutors _

took hold of huge sums of money. That resulted in cor.ruption.

ganblinq' and drunkenness. unfortunately, the junior off icers and

men fol l-owed their seniors in Homeric carouses and wastes of monev.

r found the Arny Headquarters outside Kharkov, and the Army re-

t rea i ing  in  confus ion .25

whi-]e May-Mayevsky was the commanding general in the r,eft-Bank

provfnces undisguised robberies took place on a wi-de scaIe. At that,

miJ-i tary robbers often used organic weapons. we f ind enough proofs

to that: /REPORT. To TIIE C0HMANDER oF POLTAVA srATE GUARDS. Julv

1 9 1 9 .
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r lnrorm you about the events that took place for the r_ast 24 hours
tn  po l tava  on  the  n igh t  o f  Ju ly  22 ,  f i ve  unknown.persons
knocked on the door of El i-zaveta Aber-eva,s f lat at gf yekaterino_

slavskaya street '  Two of them wore off icer uniformsr ofr€ of them
wore a cossack uniform, and two had civi l ian cr-othes on. They stated
they were from counter- interr igence and asked Abeleva,s household
servants i f  ,kikes l- ived therer. At that moment Abe]eva,s daughter
darted out intc the yard and starteci crying for help. one of those
five persons took 4 shots from a revoLver and wounded Zinoviy
Abramov in the abdomen with two bul lets.,  26

Here one can see either a manifestat ion of direct ant.-r-semit ism
or extort ion of things and money. But that was not ref lected in the
documenL' st i l1 another example: 'on september 15 , \g1g, in poltava
two unknown malefactors came to rvan yel iseyevich Lents.s fr-at at
13 ,  Mikha i lovsky  Lane.  The s t rangers  wore  so ld ie r  un i fo rms.  They
dernanded that some horses should be given to thern.,2z ,INF3RMATT6N.

1 '  on  the  n igh t  o f  sep tember  g ,  191g,  some unknown persons  burs t
in tc  doc tor  Ger fakh ,s  f l -a t  in  A fanas iyevskaya St ree t .  An  exchanqe o f
f i re  took  p lace .  r :8

rn  Ju ly  1g1g the  inc idents  o f  the f ts  and a t tacks  on  prosperous
Jev/sf shops and stalrs were so freguent that the whole process
cour-d be characterised as the beginning of the pogrom movement i .n
ukraine' rt  is obvious that in a number of incidents the attacks on
Jews ' ,  househor -ds  cou ld  no t  be  d i rec t l y  connected  w i th  the  an t i_
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semi t i sm o f  the  a t tack ing  persons .  fhere  cou ld  be  some o ther  causes

of cr imes as we11. Abundance of applJ-cations of that kind in

governor -genera l  p rov inces  j_s  very  impress ive :  ,REpORT 1_ on  the

n igh t  o f  August  6 ,  in  Po l tava ,  a  pe t ty  bourgeo is  S .  M.  L iberman was

r o b b e d  o f  h i s  d o m e s t i c  t h i n g s ,  . . . , i t t  ' c l o L : h e s  2 , 0 0 0  r o u b l e s  w o r t h

were  s to len  f rom Leonov ich 's  f la t  in  po l tava .  tJ '

The populat ion was panic-str icken. Lots of people abandoned

the i r  houses .  rn  the  consura tes  and o f f i ces  o f  governor -generars ,

provinces queues for permission to depart for other count.raes

appeared. The applications of the fol lowing kind became a charac_

terist ic feature of that t ime:'  To the Governor of poltava from

Basha Le ibovna Afer ,  a  doc tor ' s  w idow.  r  have the  honour  to  Det i t ion

about  g iv i -ng  me a  fo re ign  passpor t .  Ju ly  1919 ' r l

One of the most characterist ic rnethods of the pogrom movement of

the Volunteer Army was taking hostages from peaceful Jewish po-

pu la t ion .  In  the  las t  decade o f  Ju ly  1919,  in  the  borough o f  Va lk l

of Kharkov province. in return for the Bolsheviks having taken

hostages ,  the  wh j - tes  took  11  hos tages  as  we l l  (Sh lezberg ,  the  owner

o f  a  shop o f  watches  and go ld  th ings ;  G l ik in ,  a  ta i lo r ;  Ka ts ,  a  s tu -

dent; and some others. ) One of the hostages * Glikin was executed at

the  beg inn ing  o f  Ju Iy ;  another  one,  Sh lezberg  went  mad,  the  res t  o f

them were  l ibera ted  on  Ju ly  13 ,  Ig Ig .32
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O n  J u l y  2 G  ( A u g u s t  g )  I g I g ,  a t  2  o , c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  i n

Rostov-upon- the  Don Jewish  deput ies  in t roduced themse lves  to

genera l  A '  r .  Den ik in .  The deputa t ion  compr ised heads o f  Jewish

com-muni t ies :  f rom yekater inosrav  -  M,  s .  Bruk ,  Ros tov-upon- the  Don
-  doc tor  Z .  Go ldenberg ,er ,  Kharkov  _  doc tor  I , .  B .  V i lensky ,  and f rom

Taganrog -  doc tor  A '  ya-  yev inzon.  The deputa t ion  wanted  to  in t ro -

duce commander-in-chief of the AFSR into the situati_on rn which the

Jewish popuration found i tserf in numerous boroughs of ukraine and

Russia as a result of act ions of the vor,unteers who had made Je\^'s

homeless  and impover ished.  The deputa t ion  drew A.  r .  Den ik in ,s

speciar- attention to the lawlessness made by the vo-lunteers in

Kharkov  and yekater inos lav  prov inces .  Genera l  A ,  r .  Den ik in

answered to  tha t ,  , yes ,  i t ' s  d i f f i cu l t  to  expec t  any th l_ng good f rom

the peop le ,  who have become u t te r  scoundre ls .  Those are  no t  the  vo_

lun teers  who jo ined the  Army,  insp i red  by  a  g rea t  - idea , .  -Those are

a  m o b . '

Tn August. 1919 Comr,ander_in_Chief issued a speciai order No. 136.

It  rarr;  / f  have got informeci that while marchj_ng across the popu_

lated provinces of Marorossi-a some undisciprined units make unre_

pa id  requ is i t ions  o f  p roper ty ,  and some o f f i cers  take  away be long-

inqrs from peaceful popuration. These actions are i-ncompati-b]e with

a  h igh  rank  o f  an  o f f i cer .  such inc idents  a re  re f t  un inves t iga ted ;

those gu i l t y  a re  no t  pun ished;  and the  10sses  o f  popura t . ion  are

le f t  unrecovered-  rn  th is  v iew r  o rder  tha t  the  subord ina tes  shour -d

write special acts about ar-1 the incidents of robberi_es and vio*

1ence,  unrepa id  regu is i t ions  and c rue f  ac t ions  made by  mi - r i ta rv

I b



un i t s  aga ins t  peace fu l  r es i den t s .  These  ac t s  shou ld  be  D repa red

bo th  on  t he  bas i s  o f  t he  pe t i t i ons  o f  t he  v i c t ims ,  and  on  t he

in i t i a t i - ve  o f  t he  l oca l  au tho r i t i e s .  The  above  men t i oned  ac t s

should be submit ted to a governor for  considerat ion and specia]

receipts should be given to the v ict j -ms of  the incidents.  ,  13

fndeed, those di rect ions rrere executed vr i th zeal_.  f t  was that

zeal  that  made i t  possib le to preserve the documents in the forms

used  t h roughou t  Augus t  1919 :  ' . .  -  i n  + ,he  bc rough  o f  Losovaya -

Pavlovka Lazar I ly ich Ivanovich was robbed of  var ious th. inos of

va lue  equa l  t o  20 r000  roub fes . '  The  t h i ngs  we re  f ound  a t  yan ina

S tych inskaya ' s  p l ace  a t  1 -7 ,  Kap lunovskaya  S t ree t . , 34 i  / ponomarev ,  a

book*keeper of  Kharkov Treasury,  under the pretext  of  exchange

rece i ved  f r om I s ra i l  Ab ramov i ch  V i l enchuk  96 ,000  roub les  i n  c red i t

no tes  o f  t he  P rov i s i ona l  Gove r runen t  . . .  and  m isapp rop r j . a t ed  t hem. ' J5

Some of  the Jews were given back their  belongings,  houses,  and

f lats which had been requls i t ioned b1r the Bolsheviks,  That  was done

after  the coming of  the Volunteer Army, in accordance wi th a specia l -

resolut j -on,  and wi th the purpose of  propaganda. Thus,  a certa i -n

Iosi f  Yelenski  asked the author i t ies to consider the matter  of

returning him the f lat  in Sumskaya Street  in Kharkov ' f rom which he

had been evicted in accordance wi th an order of  the Soviet

author i t ies. '36 Yelena Rosenberg was lodged into her own f lat ,  which
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she had been bereaved of under the Soviets, and which had been
transferred to some Grabir ina and simonlatser .37 an Kbarkov. Kiev,
odessa' and other tor^ns public r i fe under the whites became more
accrve' Ne\^'  newspapers appeared, free prices for the goods including
bread' butter '  sugar, and others were introduced; private business
was encouraged. Thus, tor instance, in Kharkov the authorit ies
regrs te red  a  p r iva te  ou t -pa t ien ts 'nurs ing  home,  wh ich  had been
estab l i shed by  doc tors  R.  v .  F reed land and E-  ya .  pa tsenker -Dovbnya.

People were al lowed t.o estabi isi l  mutual insurance funds. fnsurance
compan ies  i .n i t ia ted  the i r  ac t i v i t ies .3s

on the eve of the Jewish New year. at the end of eugust 1g1g,
the covernor of Kharkov received pites of appl icat ions r. f i th
requests to al1ow to open praying houses for the perlod of the
rel igious hol idays in september. Here is an example of such a
reguest :

,?o His Exce.l- lency the covernor of Kharkov from Abram
Neysakhovi-ch stol0vich residing at 30, Moskalevskaya street. rn vi-ew
of the forthcoming Jewish hol idays: september 12 and 13 {Rosh
Hashanah) ,  September  2 i  (yom K ippur , l ,  and  the  ho l iday  o f  Kushche
(sukkoth) r have the honour to obed'ently ask your Excel lency to
alfow 25 persons to gather in ny house for praying, on my o\^/n
respons ib i l i t y .  S tamp-duty  i s  enc losed.  August  2 I ,  L9 Ig . ,  3e  The
fo l low j -ng  app l ica t ion  was sent  in  too : ,  w€,  e lder ly  Jer rs ,
residinq down Kl0chkovskaya street in Kharkov, ask you to ar.10w us,

'7 qfeeo yKpaaabr.
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30-40 in  number ,  to  ga ther  fo r  p ray ing .  Gurev ich  B. /  Shap i ro  p . ,

Shne iderman I '4 . ,  V ishnyakova M. ,  and o thers . ,  40

Hereditary cit izens of honour of Kharkov Jul i  Fayenberg, G. Ka-

ufman, Yevel Midler, Nisel Zisl in, and Fishel VermeL were al lowed

to organise temporary praying houses on Saturdays and hol idays.4J

The Jewish hol idays of 1.919 went off  with a great inspj-rat ion,

but vTere darkened by a mass pogrom init iated by the Volunteer Army.

The pogroms that took place al l  over Ukraine in September

enr, 'eloped nearly al l  the boroughs and vi l lages of the former Jewish

pafe, and they were accompanied by open actions of ful_t mil i tary

units and neutral att i tude on the part of commanders at aIt  levels.

One of the f irst of September pogroms was that committed by the

Whites in Fastov - a small  borough in Kiev province. The pogrorn was

started on the 9th of Septernber at about 10 o'clock in the evening.

'The f i rs t  day  o f  the  pogrom d id  no t  resu l t  in  any  v ic t ims,  ,

reported one of the eyewitnesses of the events,,but by rnidnight

bacchanalia had begun. Pogrom-makers suggested lest the peasants

shouid hj-de iews, and that they shoufd put on the l ights in their

f la+-s . . .  The usuai place of execution of Jev/s v/as a walt of the

synagogue and the  synagogue j - tse l f . ' 42  As  a  resu l t  more  than 600

people were ki l led, and much more were wounded or muti lated. More

than 100 houses and about 60 shops were burnt down. The pogrom in

Fastov lasted for 6 days. The pogrom-makers carr ied out everything

from the houses of i lews.t 'By the end of the pogrom the pogrom-
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makers had had so much money that they did not know what to do with
it"as was writ ten in the report sent in from the Jewish community of
Fastov about the actions of the pogrom-makers- By the end of the 6th
day of the pogrom in Fastov the mir- i tary authorit ies had arr ived and
begun to restore order.

The pogrom in Fastov rose the indignation of not onJ-y the worr-d
public, but threw into confusion the Black_Hundred circles of Rus_
sia' on sept 'ember 1g, 1g1g, the Assembly of the uni-ted bureaux of
the union of Renaissancef the i*Iat ionai centre, and the union of
the National centre in Ki-ev resolved to send a delegacron to A. r.
Denikin and Bredov to elucidate the matter about the measures of
f igh t  aga ins t  pogroms.  aa

Drd the authorit ies f ight against the pogrrom movement seriously?
undoubted ly ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  answer  th is  ques t ion  negat ive ly .
However'  in a number of cases we observe profanation of the matter
of investigations and absence of adjudicatory processes on the mat_
ters of the pogrommed.

This'  apparentiy, is connected not only wlth a relat ively short
period of presence of Lhe voiunteer Army on the terr i tory of uk-
raine and the Russian tradit ion to prepare a case for tr :-a. for a
10ng t ime' Thus, the tor"rn of cherkassy was occupied by the vo-
lunteer Army on the (4) 17 of August and on that very day, after a
complete occupatlon of the town, the units that marched into the
town comnitted there a cruel pogrom which lasted for 3 days and
resufled in 150 people ki l}ed, a lot of people wounded, raped, and
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so on .  On August  L9 ,  I9 I9 ,  accord ing  to  the  ner /  s ty1e,  the  town com_

mandant, sotnik Golovko ( l- ieutenant of cossacks) issued an order in

v,thich, among other things, there \.ras a point about the poqfrom. The

order  read as  fo r lows: ' r  have rece ived a  lo t  o f  compla in ts  say ing

that the cossacks supposedry rob, but i t  is the rocal populat ion

that does i t .  r  warn that those eaught red-handed at the place of

r o b b i n g  s h a t l  b e  m e r c i l e s s l y  s h o t , , o '  T h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  i n  f a c t ,

rel ieved the mil i tary of any responsibi l i ty for the poEroms they

rnade in tbe tcrm onl ir  two days bef ore. i iaLu.rdi ly, the pogroms ci ici

not cease and in order No. 1 0f August 21. a new commandant of the

town,  l ieu tenant  Vas i l yev ,  wro te  the  fo l low ing :  ,1 .  f l l ega l  searches

are str ict ly forbidden. viol-ators of this paragraph shalr be treated

as robbers. 2. f  suggest that the chief of the tovrn guards should

contr ibute to the f ight against robbers and other bandits, who

shou ld  be  de ta ined and escor ted  to  me. ra6  That  o rder ,  wh j_ch  had no t

been backed by  any  ac t ions ,  d id  no t  g ive  any  resu l ts ,  and on

August 22, t l j1e chief of the garrison captain yakorrlev threatened not

-uhe pogrom-makers, but the pogrommeci, , I  have al_ready ordered that

pecpJ-e shouLd hand in weapons, uniforms, an<i other publ j_c-owned

property. Instead of doing that at once they hide weapons and

proper ty f  and,  thus  invo fun tary  cause searches  in  the  f la ts . ,a /

I t  shoufd be noted that the pogroms made by Volunteers were

those in which excLusi-vely the ni l i tary took part.  That was the

main  pecu l ia r i t y ,  wh ich  made i t  poss ib le  to  d is t ingu ish  be tween the
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pogroms conducted by vofunteers and the numerous, no r-ess bfoody
pogroms conducted by the fol lowers of petfyura, Grigoriyev and
^ + L ^ - ^u lners .  N.  I .  sh t i f f  wro te ,  ,The vo lun teer  Army monopo l ises  the
matter of pogroms, the ]ocal ukrainian popuiat ion is standing aside
from the poqrom rnatter, regarding i- t  cool ly and even negativelv.,as

soldiers I  str iving to destroy materiar \ .Jea'th and make arsons
rather than rob was a relat ively constant recurrence at that t ime.
1t can be considered a pecul iari ty of the poqroms made then by
volunteers '  Another dist inct ive feature of the pogroms made by the
latter was raping almost everlnvhere. whereas in zhitomrr and in
Yerisavetgrad the incidents of rapings during the pogroms organised
by Grj_goryev were very rare, in the boroughs pogromneal by Vo_
lunteers the number of those incidents amounted to 50-100 per cent
of the total female populat ion of the borougrhs. Mass rapings took
p lace  everywhere ,  even dur i -ng  the ,qu ie t  pogroms,  in  Ju ly  _  August
1919 '  rn  yekater inosr -av  there  were  up  to  1 ,000, Iewish  women raped.
up to half  of the total female populat. ion were raped in the boroughs
of  Sme'a ,  Gostomer  (K iev  prov ince) ,  the  borough o f  yabrokovo (  por - -

fava province) - Kiev newspaper zarya informed its readers that ,  du_
rrng the pogrom in Borzna on the night of september ro, 22 Jews were
kir led' their houses destroyed' their belongi-ngs taken. The h/omen
lrere r:aped - younq and o1d. Those Jews who managed to survive are
hiding themselves in the woods and marshe s.,49 rn the L:ornrnh nr
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Borzna a group of women and gir ls were f logged and after that, stark

naked and raped in the street.5'

In some sources we also come across interesting facts about

mutuaL relat ions between the civi l  power and the Jewish populat ion

in a number of Ukrainian towns. Here is one of the reports of the

chief of the main tovrn of Konstantinograd distr ict (poftava

prov i -nce) ,  who fought  fo r  chas t i t y  o f  Russ ian  gent ry :  ,  To  the

covernor of Poltava. This year on August 2'J.,  r  qot information about

large scale ganblinE that took piace in the local clubs. In one of

the rooms I caught red-handed I people. They were playi-ng a game

called 'z}reLezka' at a round table special ly designed for gambling

. . .  The Counc i l  o f  the  E lder  o f  the  pubt ic  Assenb ly  cons is ts  a lmost

total ly of prosperous Je\4's. f  have the honour to ask you to impose

a penalty on the fol lowing persons: Khaim Notkin, Abrakham

Aisenshta t ,  I saak  K la in ,  and Aaron Sk lyar  each o f  whom is  to  pay  300

roubles, Pavel Borodkin is to pay 500 roubles. The inquiry records

are  presented- '5J  Th is  case tes t i f y ing  to  the  p lace  o f  r i ch  Jews in

A.  I .  Den ik in 's  es tab l i shment  had a  de tec t ive  end.  The Governor  o f

Poftava Stari tsky was offered a bribe, as the latter irunediately

sent an order to Konstantinograd in which he demanded that Jews

should be left  alone. Aferwards somebody tr ied to clear Stari tsky,s

s ignaLure  o f f  the  document .5 '

In  a  number  o f  cases  the  po l i t i cs  o f  A .  I  .  Den ik in ,  s

functionaries were aimed at support ing Jewi.sh communit ies and

5d mrus H.Ic.  norpoMsr Ha
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somet lmes \ , r 'e re  rea l1y  char i tab le .  The fo t low ing  document
tes t i f ies  to  tha t /  'PETr r roN.  To  i r i s  Exce l lency  the  Governor  o f
Poltava from inval ids zerman Mendereyevich Nolman and r lya Markovich
Liberman residing at 18, Kuraki.nskaya street. w€, invar. ids of the
war, having found ourselves without means to earn our l iv i .ng,
managed to start a diary and grocery business assisted by the union
of war rnval ids' Now that the lease has been increased, and merchant
Ravinsky demanded 50 roubles a month .. .  we have no hope to f ive a
normal r- i fe'  Besides that, R.avi-nsky demancis that the premr_ses shoutd
be le f t . '53  The covernor  o f  por - tava  passed a  reso fu t r lon  bann ino
evict ion of inval ids.

Al0ngside with that peopre could see soldiers robbing Jer"rs in
sight of other residents of t .owns and boroughs. rt  is here that the
di-screpancy of mutual relat ions between A. r.  Denikinrs reglme and
the Jewi.sh populat ion in Ukraine becomes apparent. Thus, in
Cherkassy  a  A .  I .  Den ik in ,  s  Army o f f i cer  s tayed a t  l z ra i l
Galperin's place. He made fr iends with the whole family and spent a
ioi of t ime in their company, having his tea and talking with them.
I ' fhen ,"he vori :nteers were retreating from cherkassy the off icer, his
revo lver  in  h is  hand,  c leaned the  hosp i tab le  fami ly  ou t .54

In the borough of Zol_otonosha that is near Cherkassy, Jews paid
I  5 ,000 to  20 ,000 roub les  per  n igh t  to  the  o f f i cers  f rom the
colunandant's company for the 'protection' of their houses. Thanks to
that '  a 10t of Jewish houses and petty shops were saved. The same
thing took place in the borough of shpola, where off icer ssuads

5r rano. - q.
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under  the  conmand o f  Usov  took  50 ,000 roub les  per  n igh t  fo r  Lhe

'p ro tec t ion . /  The same s i tua t ion  was observed in  K iev ,  Fas tov ,  and

other towns. Here we can speak only about the off icer corps, direct

extort ing money from peaceful popuration. They threatened Jews

with soldiers and they themselves vrere empowered to order their sof-

diers to search or rob any house, that /did not pay for the pro_

tec t ion . '  rn  a  number  o f  cases  Jewish  popu la t ion  was o f f i c ia r ly  la id

under contr ibuti-on in favour of the vorunteer Army, whereas other

national gi:oups of the 'Lowns and boroughs were not_ f l legal i ty of

that contr ibution is quite evident.

fn December 1919 ' in order to prevent a further pogf,om the

Jewish community of the town of pri luky in poftava reg_ion was laid

under  cont r ibu t ion  fo r  a  sum o f  200,000 roub les .  The borough o f

Ta lnoye was to  pay  500,000 roub les  in  o rder  to  s top  the  pogroms.5 '

Sometimes extort ion was in the form of orders of the distr ict

authorit ies, the cornmandants of the towns for whom genocide of the

Jews had become a moral norm. In Novy Mglyn, after the pogrom had

been f in ishec i ,  the  commandant  o f  the  town demanded tha t  200,000

i:oubles shoi i ld be paid and threatened that otherwise al- l  the Jewish

populat ion would be drowned in the r iver.

In Pri luky the chief of counter- intel l igence pal-ekha demanded

for  h i . rnse l f  250r000 roub les ,  bes i -des  a  sum o f  200r000 roub les  wh ich

had already been gj-ven to the commandant, and threatened with a pog-

rom. fn the borough of Stepantsy systematic extort ions were made by

Pampushka-Bur lak ,  head o f  the  Sta te  Guards  ( loca l  po l i ce) ,  and h is

5u Peaoxnqrx Ha yKpaaHe: no MeuyapaM 6enbix.
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deputy Borbatenko. The former had been put at his posit ion by the

Volunteer Army.56

rn Priluky the commander of the semenovsky Regiment openly asked

his subordinate, who needed new high bootsr, Can,t you go to any kike

and take off his boots?' fn Beraya Tserkov colonel shchepetirnikov

from the 2nd Terskaya prastunskaya Br.igade recomnended that officer

Yakovlev should get fabric for his uniform by robbing,, steal j- t  from

a kike, i t  is not punished.'  rn his memoirs N. r.  sht i f f  wrote,
'rnformati-on about the robberies rnade by officers comes from

Bogodukhov, Borzna/ Bori_spol, Ignatovka, Korsun, Kremenchug, Nezhin,

Pri- luky, Fastov, Rossava, Krivoye Azero, Tomashpol, yampol,

Kuri lovtsy, Tetiyev, and other praces. rn some cases off icers guide

the poqroms as in: /Boyarka. Rossava, Krivoye ozero (off icer

Mlashevsky) rn Kremenchug a coloner even took away the furniture

o f  h i s  h o s t s , 5 7

There were cases when unj_ts of the Volunteer Army i l legal ly oc_

cupied the houses of Jewsi and those actions were off icialry invest-

igated and just ice was restored. For example, i-n August 1919, the

covernor of portava was given the folr.owing apprication: ,pETrrroN.

From merchant Beluga Moisha Davidovich residj-ng in Dvoryanskaya

street in poltava- Tir l  october 191g r had l ived in the town of Ma_

faya Pereshchepina of Konstantinogradsky distr ict (now Krasnodarsky

distr ict of Kharkov region) where r was born- There r was engagear

in manufacture production- rn october L919, after r had been robbed,

r moved to portava- My faniry and r visi ted Malaya pereshchepina

and found out that alI  our house and manufacture had been robbed by

56
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the Bo1sheviks...  After the Volunteer Army had come, my house was

occupied i1leqal1y and sacked compretety by the units uncler off icer

Nunkevich. T reguest that you should do everything that l ies in your

power with respect to the order tel l ing the pol ice-off icer to see

to my house and my personal property being returned to me. r58 A

special investigation was conducted, the witnesses were questioned,
i n ^ l , , j i - -  r 1 - ! -f ,rrcruurrrg.nLar-a Nemkovskaya. the house-keeper of Beluga. vice_

Governor addressed the chief of the lega1 department, ,To be

irnmediately investigated and reported prior to Septemher _3, I9Lg.,se

As a result '  the actions of the chi-ef of the town guards Nunkevich

were crassif ied as i l legal and the house was returned to i ts o\dner.

Espec ia l ry  severery  A .  r .  Den ik in 's  au thor i - t ies  t rea ted  the

cases relat ing to the execution of decisi-ons about order and curferr

in cit ies and towns, and so forth- when studying the documents of

that t ime, we cone across a 10t of facts about the members of

Jewish community being f ined for ,not creaning yarats and

sys temat icar ly  v io la t ing  the  order  o f  c fean ing  the  ass igned par ts

o f  the  s t ree ts . ,  OT,  fo r  example ,  such a  repor : t :  ,On Oct .ober  10 ,

1919 in  Po l tava  prov inc ia l  p r ison  r  t  ch ie f  ass is tan t  o f  the

commander of the State Guards, second l j_eutenant Grets,

interrogated a petty bourgeois rsrai l  shmul yosifovich sokorovsky

from the vi l lage of Belotserkovskoye of Khoror- distr ict.  r t  was

revea led  tha t  rs ra i l  soko l0vsky  was res id ing  a t  25 ,

Yekater inburgskaya St ree t  v r i thout  leo ic r r r r ' i nn  ,60  That  reDor t

ff rAno. -
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had  t he  f o l l ow ing  reso lu t i on  a t t ached :  '  . . .  t o  f i ne  Soko lovsky  f o r

a  sum o f  2 ,000  roub les .  comnande r  o f  t he  Gua rds . ' 61  ro r  compar i son ,  a

teacher at  the Teachers '  Train ing Inst i tute at  that  t ime earned

1 . , 200  roub les  a  yea r ,  whe reas  a  l oa f  o f  b read  cos t  40  roub les .

one of  the pecul iar i t ies of  the State pol j -cy of  A.  I .  Denik in

was the opening of  a l l  the organs of  the press c losed by the

Bolsheviks,  as wel f  as f reedom in the press matter  in spi te of  the

censorship which was ever increasing as the whi tes were retreat ing

f rom the  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Uk ra i ne .  Thus ,  i n  p r i l ^uk i  t he  newspape r

Prilukskaya Rech appeared, and in Kremenchug of Poltava province

doctor  Epshtein was al lowed to publ ish an independent newspaper

cal Ied the Pr idneprovsky Golos,  and so or t . '5)

v t r r v  o f t en  t he  au tho r i t i e s  t ook  t he  i n i t i a t i ve  i  n  so ]  v i  no
, v ! ]

internal problems in a number of Jewish communj-t ies. Thus, that was

the case with the resumption ( in october 1919) of the tzedakah money

coll-ection in the town of Kremenchug. The town mayor addressed the

d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e t i t i o n :  / . . .  o c t o b e r  L 2 .  1 9 1 9 .

Tncoming No.  1613?,  A  spec ia l  money co l lec t ion  known as  tzedakah mo-

ney colfect ion, which has exi"sted in the Jewish community for a long

t ime,  i s  in tended to  sa t is fy  the  soc ia l  needs  o f  Jews. . .  The way

of establ ishing the col lect ion and the rules of col lect lng are

determined by the Regulat ion on tzedakah money col lect ion (Appendix

to  a r t i c le  816 o f  vo lume IX  o f  the  Law on Tak ings ,  i ssued in  1899) .

I  request that You should put into force the above mentloned Law due

r A n O . -  q .  P - 2 I 7 3 .  -  O n .  L .
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to impoverishment of Jews and lack of the objects of ratrng among

the members of Jewish community.

rn this view, the Town councir cafcurated tari f fs for cattre

slaughtering for kosher and made up an estimate of distr ibution of

money' expected to come from tzedakah col lect ion within a year.

E s t i m a t e :  3 6 0 , 0 0 0  r o u b r - e s  t o  1 0  s h o i c h e t s ;  5 0 , 0 0 0  r o u b f e s  t o  5

m a s h g i h i n s ;  1 0 8 , 0 0 0  r o u b l e s  t o  3  r a b b i s i  2 4 , 0 0 0  r o u b r e s  t o  f a f m u d

Torah i  24 ,0a0 roub les  to  the  s ta te  Jewish  schoor ;  36 ,000 roub les  the

rnval id l louse for the Jews; and 24,000 roubles to the Jewish women

Peop le 's  Schoo l .  '  6J

Thus, in view of heavy impoverishment of Jews, resulted from the

pogrons conducted by the regular forces of the volunteer Army, the

authorit ies themselves had to worry about the establ- ishments which

earrier were supported by the numerous Jewish community in the town

of Kremenchug without any effort.

The populat ion which had suffered from the pogroms was :.n need

of everything anri ,  in the f j_rst pJ-ace, of medicine, food, and warm

ciothes. Many Jewish famiries had been feft  without roofs over thei-r

heads for a long t ime. FrequentJ_y, nothing was left  of boroughs

l i teral ly. Here is what the eyewitnesses of the tragedy i .n Tomashpol

sa id '  / . . .  The f i - rs t  un i ts  o f  the  vo lun teer  Army came in to  the  bor -

ough in september 1919. They started to demand that Jews should get

oa ts '  hay  and fa t  fo r  them,  wh ich  the  Jews cou ld  no t  fu l f i1  . . .  when

the second Mounted Kubansky Labinsky Regiment came in, a complete

havoc began. ' .  furniture was broken, mirrors were smashed to

6 r  r A n o . -  O .  p - 2 1 7 3 ,



smithereens, f loors were blown up (3-4 t imes per night) i"n search of

secrets. The corunanding off icer was very much drunk and incapable of

receiving the deputation, so he sent i t  off  to the commandant of the

borough of Tomashpol. The ratter did not receive the deputation

e i ther ,  p lead ing  i l l ness '64

One of the reasons, which Volunteers used to just i fy their

pogroms' was /a close co-operation of the Jewish communit ies with

the  Bo lshev iks ' ,  p resence o f  ,communis ts -Bo lshev iks '  and,par t i sans ,

within the communit ies of ukrainian towns and viI Iages. N. r shti_ff

wrote, 'Jews - vict ins of the vol-unteer Arrny died in thousands and

they were grey-bearded ,communists who had been caught in the sy_

nagogue at the volumes of Talmud, ,communists - infants i-n their

. r ^ . l  l  o q  r ^ 7 i  t - h  + h a i  ?-. .- , ;  mothers and grandmothers.,65

As a result of mass arsons conducted by the Volunteer Army

thousands of people in ukraine were left  without roofs over their

heads. Mainly, those were the residents of Boguslav, Belaya Tserkov,

Gorod ishche,  Korsun,  Rossanar  Bor ispo l ,  and Shpo la  in  K iev  prov ince ;

Krivoye Ozeto, Tomashpol, Myaskovka and Savran of podolskaya pro_

vince, and some of the boroughs such as the bfooming Fastov with i ts

Jewi-sh populaLion amounting to 10.000 peopre, wele burnt down almost

completely.

Not only noticeable Jewish communit j_es in boroughs, but also

small  groups of ,Je\.rs, consist ing of 5-10 f amil ies who l ived in

deserted vi lrages anong ukrainian peasants became vict ims of the

pogroms conducted by the volunteers. Thus, for instance, 5 Jewish
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fami l ies  in  the  v i r lage  o f  Gogo lenko o f  chern igov  provancef  who had

been given land for the f irst t ime after the revolut ion, arongside

with the peasants, were pogrommed. Three Jew-ish col0nies of farmers

found shelter near F'astov: Koldubitskaya-obraztsovaya, Tri lecy and

chevfenskaya. Tn september vorunteers came there and began robbing,

do ing  v io lence and ex tor t ing-  wh i re  re t rea t ing  ( in  september  1919)

the  Cossacks  k i l l_ec l  one co lon is t  d igq ing  ou t  po ta toes .  In

Ko ldub i tskaya co lony  they  k i l led  a  few o ld  men (burn t  some) ,  took

d.wciy graln, drew the catt le out.

There st i l l  exists a peti t ion addressed to the commanding ge=

neraf A. Dragomirov. rn i t  Jewish pl0ughmen - col0nists of Rikun of

Dymerskaya vo fos t  in  K iev  d is t r i c t  reques ted  tha t  10  horses ,  a  few

cows and 60 heads of catt le, which had been taken away by the

so ld ie rs ,  shou ld  be  re tu rned to  the  co lony .  , I f  the  horses  and the

cat t l -e  a re  no t  re tu rned,  the  co l .ny  w i r l  cease to  ex is t , ,  wro te  the

c o l o n i s t s .

/Robberies pass from the Jews on the Russi.ans,, complained the

c h  i  c f  n f  l - h o  a r v r i ,ur rv  gor r rson in  Be laya  Tserkov ,  co lone l  Sakharov  (Order  No.

i0  o f  oc t .ober ,  14  )  .  That  gave h im reason fo r  under tak ing  measures  to

n f A l T A n t  A  h ^ d r ^ h

one shoufd say that  the ideol0gy of  pogroms of  the Jewish had

been  deve loped  l ong  be fo re  1919 .  f t  had  a l r eady  been  ready  and

developed in the womb of  the old tsar regime and, especia l ly ,  in the

pract ice of  solv ing the ,Jewish problem dur ing wor ld war r  (sr-ogans_

' Jews  a re  enem_ ies  o f  Russ i_a ' ,  , Jews  be t rayed  t he  Russ ian  A rmy , ,

eEc.  ) ,  Al ready on the stage of  development the ideology of  the

vo lun tee rs  d i d  have  i t s  own  pecu l i a r i - t i e s .  A t  t he  end  o f  191g ,  i n

Rostov-upon-the Don the appear Go]os k Russkomu narody ot yuzhnoi
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Arni i  (  'The voice to the Russian people from the southern Army, ) was

pub l ished.  The la t te r ,  s igned /yuzhnaya Armiya ,  ( ,sou thern  Army, ) ,

was issued on December 7, 191g, and became the basis for developing

a ne\.r ideorogy of the whites. The appeal started wi-th the issue

namrng the enemy of the Volunteer Army. ,Russia betrayed the

Aff ies/ everything has been destroyed, robbed, etc. who is to brame

for  a l l  th is? '  'To  wh ich  qu i te  a  concre te  ans$/er  was g iven,  ,  They ,

these k ikes :  Bronshte in  (Tro tsky) ,  Nakhankes  (s tekrov) ,  Tsederbaum

(Mar tov) ,  Gordman {Gorev) ,  K ib r is  (  Kerensky) ,  and r iberman

(chernorr; do not care for Russia and welfare of the Russian people:

they dream of destroying Russia and weakening the Russians r-n mutuar_

hos t i l i t y  and robber ies ' ,  and fu r ther , ,  And in  o rder  to  foor  the i r

peopre they even have changed their names: Leiba Bronshtein took the

name of Trotsky, Liberman narned himserf chernov, and Kibris became

Kerensky ' ,  e tc ,  In  add i t ion  to  phys ica l  des t ruc t r -on  they

bronshte ins ,  nakhamkeses,  e tc . ,  depraved peop lers  sou l , .  The

provocation of the ideologists of the white movement armed at

causing genocide of the whole Jewish nati-on is evident. The

purpose of the struggl-e in this appeaL ls formul_ated as fol]ows:
'They (the kikes) do not say that to rob and ruin landowners means

to ruin themselves : f i rst,  a landowner i-s a Russian too, he i-s a

man o f  the  Russ ian  peop le  .  .  . ' 66  The log ic  o f  such proc lamat ions  is

thought to be quite clear.

A. r.  Denikin's government also conducted discriminative

personnel measures aimed at excluding Je\rs from ar_l the

admini-strat ive structures and from the ArmV.

5 2
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O n  A u g u s t  8 ,  1 9 1 9 ,  a  d e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  v i s i t e d  A .  I .  D e n i k i n

po in ted  ou t  a t  such a  fac t ,  'A  de tachment  o f  vo lun teers  assembled

in Kharkov and half-composed of Jews was sent into a composite

bat ta l ion .  Near  zorochev  the  ba t ta r ion  car r ied  ou t  i t s  miss ion

successful ly, but on that very day the Jews were sent out and

d ismissed un t i l  mob i r i sa t ion . '  rn  the  course  o f  ta lk ing  w i th  the

deputa t ion  generar  A-  r -  Den ik in  decrared , '  r  reproved genera l  May-

Mayevsky/ but deep in my soul T was a\,rare that, he coul-d not act

o therw ise .  A f te r  a i1 ,  I  myse l f  i ssued an  order  about  p lac inq

o f f i ce r s - Jews  i n  r ese r r , ' e . ' 57

Orde r  No .  1  i s sued  on  Augus t  17 in the garrison of Cherkassv

openly urged to discriminate Jews. fssued and signed by major_

general shifner-Markevich, i t  viofated the r ights of the Jews to

efect and be elected into the inst i tut ions of rocal government and

munic ipa l  dumas '  T t  read: '  l .Today  the  town o f  Cherkassy  has  been

occupied by Kuban cossacks units anci attached to the terr i tory of

the  un i ted  fnd iv is ib le  Russ ia .  2 .  r  o rder  tha t  the  TohTn Counc i l

shou]d be immediatery assembled, composed as i t  was prior to the

Bo lshev ik  coup d 'e ta t ,  w i th  the  w i thdrawal  o f  the  Bo l ,shev iks  and

J e w s .  '

Exactly the same discri-mination took prace in Kremenchug (order

No.1  by  generar  ossovsky)  w i th  the  on ly  d i f fe rence tha t  the  exc lu_

sion of Jews was spread to the members of the town duma and in the

wording 'expranations' i t  was added that i t  had been done ,with the

purpose of reassuring the populat ion. I  Jews were excluded from the
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councirs and dumas in Nezhin and Belaya Tserkov by order. rn 1g1g in

Kiev a rnember of the town council Ladyzhensky was excruded bv the

eommanding general A. Dragomirov.

Did the feaders of the white movement try to stop discrimina-

t ion? rn  h is  memoi rs  N-  r .  sh t i f f  wro ter f  There  i {as  no  s incer i ty .  In

essence, there was no dlvergence in views on the Jewish populat j_on

between pogrom-makers and those who vrere to stop them. Generals

being bad diplomats, di-d not manage to conceal their real- motivation
i -  + L ^  G i - L ! i -i - i i  -Lne r i-gr- iElng dgarnst. pogroms. They were afraid of foreigners. we

are being looked at by the Entente; and we al l ,  and our supplying,

f i-nancing, and regulat ing complex internationar relat ions with dis_

tant statesr etc. depend on i t .  what rqi- l l  the reaction of the En_

ten te  be  w i th  respec t  to  the  pogroms?,6e

while the pogroms conducted by Volunteers in ukraine were in

ful1 swing, the newspaper obshcheye DeJo published the art icle

"Yevreysky vopros v Rossi i ' ,  ( ,The Jewish problenr in Russia, ) writ ten

by doctor D. s'  pasmannik- The art. icle was to introduce the l{est

into the situati-on in Ukraine.

'what  about  th is  p rob lem in  Russ ia? ,  wro te  doc tor  D.  s .pasman-

nik. 'Theoretical ly, the Bolsheviks are not thought to mahe the pog-

roms of Je$/s, they are supposed to guarantee the Jews aLI the

rights. Moreover, the majori . ty of the Bofshevik commissars are Jews.

Theore t ica l l y ,  A .  r .  Den ik in 's  Army is  supposed to  be  hos t i le  to

Jews. That 's why the Jewry expects nothing, but troubres from the

victory of these armies, i .e. violent pogroms, pursuits These

3 4

68 ura6 H, L,  norpoMx r ia yxpar4re.  -  EeprrHH. 1922. -  c ,  g6.



are the opinions of the populat ion in some provinces in Russia and

in  fo re ign  count r ies .  A1 l  obv lous  and secre t  f r iends  o f  the

Bolsheviks disseminate such views. The one who is writ ing these

l ines  was an  eyewi tness  o f  Jews 'L i fe  in  Russ ia  and he  wourd

l- ike to telI  the whole truth both to the Jews and people of other

nat, ional i t ies. Bolshevj-sm is TIIE GREATEST DANGER FoR THE RUSsTAN

JEWRY . .  .  fn terms of economics, only those Jews benefi t  from it  who

become its off i-cials or suppliers. These privi leged compose 5 to 10

per cent rnaximum cf the whofe Jer,r ish corur,unity. The rest of the Jews

have become impoverished and are dying of hunger and epidemics.

Newspaper matter and teaching Hebrew have been annihi lated,..  r  was

an eyewitness of the activi t ies of A. r.  Denikin/s Army and r have

this to say: the army f ighting Leni_nts por^7er so heroical ly, the

army that has outl ived terr j-ble sufferings from executioners l ike

trotskys, antonovs, muraviyovs and dibenkos does not ] ike Jelvs

because some of the commissai:s are horne Jews, These army off icers

forget that trotskys, kamenevs, zinoviyevs and farins are born Jews,

but they have nothing in comrnon wrth their nar- icnal i ty. Trotsklr

h imse l f  c la imed tha t  cvn ica l l y .  Bu t  desp i te  the  Vo lun teers '  c l i s l i ke

o f  the ,Jews on  a  huge te r r i to ry  wh ich  had been occup ied  by  A.  I .  De-

nikin's Army THERE WAS NOT ANY POGROM '.6e

T h u s ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  p u b l i c  w a s  m i s l e a d  b y  t h e , W h i t e ' p r e s s  a n d

the Command of the Volunteer Army. on August 8, vrhife receiving a

Jewish  deputa t ion ,  A .  I .  Den ik in ,  in  rep ly  to  the  reques t  to  pub l i sh

a declarat ion on the Jewish problem, answered, 'But i t  wi l l  be read

by  the  Amer icans .  I  cons ider  i t  unnecessary . '70
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From 1918  t o  1919  t he re  was  on l y  one  much - ta l ked -o f  case  o f

removing a general  f rom his posi t ion because of  the pogrom of

Je\ , /s .  I t  happened on August  24,  19L9, when the commander of  the

second rersk Plastunskaya Br igade general  Khazov was removed f rom

the  pos i t i on  acco rd i ng  t o  o rde r  No .  325  because  o f  h i s  b r i gade

having destroyed pet ty shops in the borough of  Smela.  fhe in i t iator

o f  t ha t  o rde r  was  gene ra l  v .  z .  May -Mayevsky .  Ea r l i e r  t ha t  b r i gade

ruined Cherkassy and commit ted mass murders and rapings in Smela.

But i r lay-Mayevsky's order c i ic i  not  stop that  br igade whi ie i t  was

k i l l i ng  Jews  i n  Ko rsun ,  Be taya  Tse rkov ,  and  gas tov  ( unde r  o f f i ce r

R a l  ^ d ^ r +  c 6 ! '  \

1n September -October  L9L9,  in te rna l  Iog ic  o f  th ings  demanded

tha t  the  pogrom ideo logy  shou ld  be  deepened.  I t  was  necessary  to

make the popuration of ukraine get to understand that Jews shourd

be exterminated as a nation in the course of a systematic state

pol icy. To achieve that aim al l  the public needed to be shown the

Jews' incapabil i ty of being equal r lr i th other peoples in a ne\./

'Un i ted  and Ind iv is ib te  Russ ia '  be ing  bu i l t  by  A .  I .  Den ik in .  fn

numerous ari . icles by the ideologists of the white movemenr we come

across  the  ideas  wh ich  d i rec t l y  d isc r im ina te  the  r igh ts  o f  Jews.

Here is/ for exampre, what is writ ten in the art icre pytka strakhom

( 'Tor tu re  w i th  Fear ' )  by  V .  V .  Shutg in ,  There  ex is t  good and

bad Jews. . .  by  bad Jews we mean those engaged in  por i t i cs  where

they  cou ld  e rea te  no th ing ,  bu t  a  devas ta t ing  des t ruc t ion .  Good Jews

are expected to convince their sons and brothers not to qo into

p o  I  i t i c s  i n  R u s s i a .  7 r
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In  h is  subsequent  a r t i c les  V .  V .  Shu lg in  deve lops  the  prob lem o f

c i i sc r im ina t ion  even fu r ther ,  ' . .  .  Jevrs  a re  Lo  leave the  praces  wh ich

they use i-n order to damage the Russian state returnrng to r i fe.

There  must  be  no  Jews-o f f i cers ,  Jews-o f f i c ia ls ,  Jews_ judges.  One

should do one's best to prevent Jews' becoming members of zemstvo,

town-counse l ro rs ,  and o f f i c ia ls  serv ing  to  the  town and zemstvo . ,zZ

ouite natural ly, i t  warmed up the str iving of some army uni-ts to

revenge themselves on peaceful residents of ukrainian borouqhs for

the  Army 's  mi l i ta ry  fa i lu res .  Here  is  what  K .  ye .  Mi ronov ,  a  member

of lhe Bofshevik underground movement in A- r.  Denikin,s Army rear

ln  Kremenchug,  wro te ,  '  . . .  A .  f .  Den ik in ,s  fo l lowers  occup ied  the

town a lmost  w i thout  f iqh t ing- , . they  sacked every th ing  tha t  fe l l  in to

their hands. The residents fought by gathering together and

shouting, while the cossacks were breaking the gates. people feft

t o r r i  f i  a A  . +  n i  ^ hoL r r rg r r ts .  I r t  very  ra re  cases  those shouts  d rew some

of f i cers '  a t ten t ion  to  the  inc idents ,  and then they  somet imes

d ispersed the  cossacks ,  That  las ted  a ]most  fo r  6  days . . .  As  i f  i t

were a mockery, the responsibi l i ty for protecting the residents was

la id  upon the  very  same Cossacks . . .  R ich  Jews,  f i ke  Gurary ,  fo r

exampre ,  d id  no t  ob jec t  to  some o f f i cers '  s tay ing  a t  Jews '  p laces .

Thereby they guaranteed themserves protection from the cossack

attacks for considerable surns of money.. ,  The anti*senit ic escapades

acqu i red  a  mass  charac ter . tTs

Ksean.sHr . tE .  - -  1919 r .
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A special appeal to the countr ies

representatives of Jewish communit ies.

had suffered as a result of the pogroms

The text read:

of the west was organised by

They asked to help those who

made by  Vo lun teers  in  1919.

, . . .  ATTENTION! ATTENTIONT ATTENTION! STOCKHOLM, COPENIIAGEN,

BRUSSELS,  BERLIN,  V fENNA'  ROME,  PARIS,  BUENOS-AIRES . . .  .  f t  i s  fo r

4 years now and, especial ly, since 1918 that the Ukrainian Jewry has

been suffering from a permanent pogrom... Jewish sett lements have

beerr c,:mmitted f ire and sword, peaceful iewish popuiat iorr,  i .e.

chi ldren, women, and the old have been brutal ly exterminated; even

machine-gun shooting was used,.,  Each of the towns of Proskurov,

Ye l isavetgrad  (K i rovograd now)  los t  up  to  2 ,000 peop le  a t  a  t ime.

zh i tomi r ,  Ba1ta ,  Fas tov ,  Cherkassy ,  Fe lsh t in ,  T ros t ine ts ,  z la topo l ,

Uman, Gaisin lost some hundreds people each. The assistance of the

Red Cross and the state cannot be suff icient. We appeal to Jervj-sh

conununities and and request that they should send in groups of

ass is tance,  med ic ines ,  food,  and c fo thes  immedia te ly .

AII-Ukrainian Central Committee of Assistance to Vict ims of

Mil i tary Actions. Chairman of the Committee L. Ye. Mandelberg;

N.  Yu-  Gerge l ,  P .  c .  Dub insky ,  Kh.  Kh.  F ia lhov ,  N.  I .  Sh t i f f ,  and

others .  t  7a

Refugees from various towns and boroughs of Ukraine f looded

K.iev, Kharkov, Odessa, and other Ukrainian cit ies. I t  should be

noted that one of the f irst establ ishments, which rendered

systematic assistance to the vict ims of pogroms in Ukraine, \ .{as the

Russian Red Cross (RRC). Representatives of the RRC started working
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a t  t he  o rgan i sa t i on  o f  a i d -pos t s  o f  f r ee -o f - cha rge  ca te r i ng

( ' ca te r i ng  a i d -pos t s ' ) ,  t empo ra ry  she l t e r s  f o r  t he  v i c t ims ,  ch i l _d ren

( ' she l t e r s  f o r  ch i l - d ren ' )  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  pog rom p rocess  i n

July -  August  .  There st i l r  ex ists a document g iv ing us an idea of

the scope of  that  assistance:

THE RUSS]AN RED CROSS COMMITTEE OF ASSISTANCE. ACTING

ESTABLISHMENTS AND ESTABLISEMENTS UNDER FORMATION ON AUGUST 1,  1919

the  bo rough  o f  Ma l i n  -  a  ca te r i ng  a i d -pos t  f o r  400  peop le ,

t he  bo rough  o f  Fas tov  -  a  ca te r i ng  a i d -pos t  f o r  I , 000  peop le ,

t he  bo rough  o f  Be laya  Tse rkov  -  a  ca te r i ng  a i d_pos t  f o r  t , ?OO

peoDfe .

'She l te rs  fo r  ch i ld ren '

the  borough o f  Be laya  Tserkov  -  fo r  200 ch i ld ren ,

the  borough o f  Fas tov  -  fo r  100 ch i ld ren ,

t he  bo rough  o f  Go rod i shche  -

t he  bo rough  o f  Bogus lav  -  a

epideniological  i -nf i rmary for

ch i l d ren ,

a ca ter ing  a id -pos t  fo r  200 peop le ,

c a t e r i n g  a i d - p o s t  f o r  5 0 0  p e o p l e ,  a n

2 0  p e o p l e ,  a  '  s h e l t e r ,  f o r  3 0 0

the  borough o f  chernobyr  -  a  ch i ld ren  canteen fo r  550 ch i ld ren ,

a  ca ter ing  a id -pos t  fo r  800 ch i ld ren ,

the  borough o f  Uman -  a  ca ter ing  a id -pos t  fo r  300 peopfe ,  an

epidemiologi-cal inf irnary for 25 people,

the borough of Smela - a catering aid-post for 400 people,
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the town of

a i d -pos t  f o r  300

the town of

1 , 8 0 0  c h i l d r e n ,

the town of

the town of

1 O O  n h i  l r { r a n

the town of

Cherkassy  -  a  /she l te r '  fo r  120 ch i ld ren .  a  ca ter ing

peop le ,

Zhitomir - 6 (grounds) with a chiLdren canteen

a canteen for adults - for 500 people,

Novograd-Volynsky - a canteen for 500 people,

Rovno - an orphanage for 30 chi ldren, a /ground,

for

for

Shepetovka -  a  ' she l te r '  fo r  60  ch i ld ren ,

the borough of lzyasl_avl - a cheap canteen for 200 people,

the borough of Yampol - a catering aid-post for 200 people,

the  town o f  V inn i tsa  -  a  ca ter ing  a id -pos t fo r  600 peop le . '75

In August 1919 in Kiev a hostef was organised for arr iving

Jewish refugees. At the same t ime, the Russian Red Cross Assistance

Conunittee prepared a map of the pogronuned places, a schematic repre-

sentation data on pogromsf accordj_ng to months and provinces, a

schematic map of the Assistance Commi_ttee establ ishments, a scheme

of  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  var ious  types  o f  ass is tance,  and so  on .76  Cop ies

of paper-cases containing documents on the pogroms made by the

Volunteers in Ukraine in general,  and in Kiev in part icular, t{ere

sent to Russia via Rostov (through the mediat ion of F- ye. lander

and N.  I .  I l i y in )  and abroad as  we11.77
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rn september - october 1919 as the Bolsheviks were taking up the

Right-Bank ukrai-ne they organised corresponding power structures of

assistance to the vict ims of pogroms. Those structures were carl_ed

'province sections' and they were attached to province departments

o f  soc ia l  ma in tenance.

There  s t i f l  ex is ts  a  repor t  o f  head o f  K iev  prov tnce  sec t ion

about  the  work  o f  tha t  k ind  a t  the  in i t ia l  s tage.  / rn  the  f i rs t

p face .  the  prov ince  sec t . ion , '  the  repor t  read, ,  encountered  the

r o f  r r a o o e  r  ' i  r r i  n a  i  n  + h a  h ^ - + ^ 1LLvLL ' i j  r i r  e . re  o -1 ,yvr ted  by  the  Jewj -sh  commi t tec  ,  .  ,

At  37 ,  Kons tan t inovskaya s t ree t ,  a t  23 f  pochayevskaya s t ree t  (where

there were 800 people) we saw a shocking sight. The refugees were

rying in unheated f lats on the f loor. They were covered with dirty

tatters. There was no glass in the rqindovs. The refugees had not had

any food for 5 days by the day of our inspection of the refuges. The

refugees placed in the synagogues in Andreyevskaya Street,

Yaroslavskaya Street, Novy Val_ experienced the same sufferings .. .  '78

On October  27 ,  1919 a  f ree-o f -charge ca ter inq  a id_pos t  was

crganised in a hostel in Khorev street in podol - The post was mana-

ged by  r -  G.  Ts i f r ino ' r i ch .  The prov ince  sec t icn  d i - rec ted  th is  ac+- : - -

vi ty.Te The very same Russian Red Cross dealt l r i th the medical

section of assistance to the vict ims of pogroms. From June I to

November  1 ,  1919 the  Russ j -an  Red Cross  orqan ised:

'1 -  An ou t -pa t ien ts '  depar tment  a t  6 /  T ro i tsky  Lane.

2. Free-of-charge provision with medicine through the mediat ion

of national i .sed stores at the expense of the Assistance Committee.

qfAOO YKpaEHbr . -  Q.  1 .
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3. Medical and sanitary inspection of a hostel for the refugees

from the pogrommed places at 9, Pirogovskaya Street.

4. An out-patients'  department at 9, Frolovskaya Street and

medica l  a id  to  s i .ck  peop le  a t  the i r  p laces . . .

9. Financing Kiev Jewish hospital for consult ing infected

pat ien ts .

10 .  Suppor t  o f  the  wounded and s ick  peop le  f rom Fastov  , , .

12 .  Transpor t  fo r  those who had fa l len  i11-

i3 .  Prov is ion  o f  the  s ick  peo i ; Ie  w i th  underc lo thes ,  l inen  ,

instruments, and gowns.

14 .  Free-o f -charge Russ ian  ba ths  and d is in fec t ion  o f  c lo thes . ,ao

At the same t ime, whil-e the Bolsheviks organised assistance to

the vict ims of pogroms, A. I .  Denikin's units acted with

unbeli-evable ferocity in the Left-Bank Ukraine, The whole way of A.

I.  Denikin's Army retreat could be characterised as a way of pogrom-

makers. Denikin's fol lowers could be pacif ied neither by numerous

peaceful deputations nor considerable sums of money given to their

off iciais as bribes. In Kagarl ik of Kiev province such a deputation

was rece ived qu i te ' favourab ly ' ,  bu t  no  socner  had the  ccnmander  o f

the unit turned away than the soldiers str ipped al l  the memlcers of

the deputation of everything. I t  happened on August 29, 1919. In

the borough of Kobishche of Chern.i-gov province. a Jewish deputation.

which set off  to the rai lway stat ion, was robbed, str ipped naked and

beaten crueJ-ly (September 14, 1919); and in the borough of Makarov

in Kiev province a Jewish deputation consist ing of the oldest men

was chopped up to pi-eces.8l
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I{ iev, Yekaterinoslav (Dnepropetrovsk no$r), and other cj-t ies

shared the terr i fying fate of the rest of the places. On October 17-

20 ,  1919f  K iev  su f fe red  espec ia l l y .  /  A t  n igh ts  med ieva l  hor ro r

begins in Kiev streets, In absol-ute si lence and absence of human

beings a heart-rending wail ing starts These are the kikes

howling . -  .  , '  wrote the Kievlyanin rn I9I9,, They are crying with

horror. I t  is terr i fying to hear those voices i t  is a real

horror, a real torture with horror. The total Jewish poputation is

subjected to Linat. '82

At that t ime the Volunteer Army began col laborating with the

formations acting on the terr i tory of Ukraine during 1919 for the

purpose of robbing and marauding exclusively, I t  was that kind of

fo rmat ion  tha t  f .  T .  S t ruk 's  band be l -onged to .  Le t  us  cons ider  the

personali ty of i ts leader in detai l .  I tya Timofeyevj-ch Struk w.:.s

born  in  the  v i l - lage  o f  Gr iny  o f  Gornos ta ipo lsk  vo los t  o f  K iev  pro-

v ince .  He f in ished d is t r i c t  schoo l  there  and in  1917 s ta r ted  h is  war

career by col laborating with the Central Rada. He organi-sed a de-

Lachment  o f  'V i lne  kozats tvo /  (  /F ree  Cossacks ' )  wh ich  la te r  on

joined the ranks of *uhe ' . lkrainian peoples, Repubiic Army, in the

period of Getmanate and German occupatioa (March*Novernber, 1 9r 9 )

Struk found himself in no need and earned his l iv ing by profi t-

eering from false money for which he was prosecuted by Hetman's

power .  In  the  per iod  o f  D i rec to ry  S t ruk  organ ised a  rebe l l ion  group

against Getman and was engaged in extort ing ,contr ibution, from

prosperous  peacefu l  c i t i zens  o f  Ukra in ian  towns and v i1 lages .  He

systematical ly extorted money from Jews in Gornostaipol-Chernobyl

distr icts. In the borough of Malyn he ki l led a post off icial with his

t2  genuxau- l0genas-Bpan lenb:  c6 .  Boc t r .
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own hands (January 1919). During the f irst months of L9f9 and up to

Septenber of the same year, Strukrs nalne would appear in the pogroms

chronicle in Ukraine. The last pogroms organised by him under the

slogans 'Off with the kikes. Save the Soviet Russia from communists,

related to ' the Volunteer Army period' of Ukrainian history.

ceneral Bredov, by his authorit ies. consent permitted Struk to join

the Volunteer Armyf gave him a mission to form up the f irst part isan

group, and conferred a rank of colonel on him. AI] the winter Struk

h'as terrorising the population of podol in Kiev extorting

'contr ibution' from people. whire the vorunteer Army was retreating,

Struk organised a band in Odessa, where he again was engaged in

extort ing (January 1919) .  83

During t9I9 there were no data about pogroms in Ukraine. I t

concerns the pogroms organised by Struk, Sokolovsky, cr igoriyev as

wefl as those organised by petlyura's forlowers and volunteers.

'The inforrnation department put i tself  a task to inform the

per iod ica ls r '  the  Russ ian  Red Cross  wro te  in  i t s  repor t ,  ,bu t ,

unfortunately, i t  did not manage to do that up to September I,

because newspapers refused to pubJ_ish the art icles. When the

Volunteer Army came, newspapers publrshed our messages quite

wil1ing1y and reporters came for them regularly. But then the

process stopped because of the total prohibit ion, on the part of the

Volunteer units, to publ ish whatsoever about pogrons. After the

Soviet power had been restored, newspapers began to publ ish our

ar t i c tes  ra ther  regu la r ly . .8a

In L920s I the world cornmunity did come to know about the

pogroms, which had taken place in Ukraine. The materials passed by a
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province section via odessa to the usA were used for historical

researches. The largest Jewish communit ies abroad gathered money,

c lo thes ,  and med ic ine .  But  tha t  was  la te r .  The year  o f  1919 became

the year of extreme l-awless actions against the Jewish populat ion of

Ukrai-ne, whieh, as a matter of fact, was absolutely unprotected. No

sooner had the Volunteer Army come into a town than there appeared

the orders by the commanding general of the province about the

s t rugg le  w i th  ' k ikes  and commissars / ;  o f f i cers  p ronounced speeches

about 'kikes' at peasants '  gatherirrgs . Ti-re very esseltce of t i re

Jewish problem was formulated and stated in the appeal concerning

mobi l i sa t ion .  I t  sounded l i ke  th is :  ,  WeI l ,  what  was Tro tskv ,  the

main leader of the Bolsheviks earl ier? Just a l i t t le Jew, Leiba

Bronshtein, whom a descent person coufd not have let j-n. And what

about now? Oh/ he is a real nobleman. He sits instead of Tsar in

M o g c o w , ' 8 5

In Kiev, people could come across manifestat ions of anti-  Semi_

t ism not  on ly  in  the  mi l i ta ry  c i rc les ,  bu t  in  the  cu l tu ra l  and

rel ig- ious ones as weI1. Here is what one of the main f iqures of Lhe

clergy, metropol i tan Antoniy. saicl in his inrerview to the

Kievskoye Ekho , 'Some representatives of the Jewish community asked

me to issue an appeal condemning pogroms In repfy I  suggested that

they should address their co-relegionists in o.rder to make them

leave a l l  the  Sov ie t  es tab l i shments  immedia te ly . '86

war commandants of garr isons and local commandants were in-

f lexible just as well ,  For example, in the borough of Borispol near

KHeBnqHr . rH.  -  1919 T ' .
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Riev colonel Karpov from house-hold troops answered to a Jewish de-

putation, which came with a gif t  of money, amounting to 30,000

roubles and a request to put an end to a two-week pogrom. ,you have

been suffering for only 14 days, but we have been much more

to le rab le  su f fe r ing  f rom you.  Get  away. '82

And only the Bol-sheviks who were not known for their patronising

att i tude to the Jews in Ukraine either, rendered assistance to the

pogrommed. The foundationg for that assistance were laid by a

speciai ' Instruct ion on Mutuai R.elat ions between the Central Sec-

t ions of Assistance to the Vict ims of pogromsr, the Russian Mission

of the Red Cross, and the Province Committee of Assistance to the

Prisoners-of-war and Refugees (PCAPR) adopted at the joint si t t ing

on June 19, L919. I  The text of the document read:

'  1. The responsibi l i ty for general leadershJ-p and supervision

over al l  types of act ivi t ies aimed at rendering assistance rests

witb the commission consist ing of f ive persons, each representing

the Central Section of Assistance to the Vict ims of pogron (cSAVp),

the Russian Red Cross and the PCApRf the Jewish department of the

Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine (CCCPU) anci the

Jewish Committee of Farband. 2. For the purpose of cornplete co-

ordination of act ions a mutual exchange of record copies is

establ ished 5. The examination of the vict irns is made by the

organisation that was the f irst to have contacted them. pogrom

registrat ion cards are f i l l -ed in in four copies - one copy for each

of  the  above ment ioned orqan isa t ions  . . . , .88
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At  the  beg inn ing  o f  1920,  the  ,  eues t ionna i re  on  labour  Ass is_

tance'aimed at est imating the real scope of pogroms was worked out

and d isseminated  a l l  over  Ukra ine .  T t  cons is ted  o f  ques t ions  I i ke

t h e s e :

1 .  Town,  borough?

2. What was the approximate number of permanent populat ion prior

+ ^  f h 6  h ^ d - ^ m ?
r v Y  r  v r L r  t

3. How many refugees are there in the borough and where are they

f r ^ *  ^ v - ^ f 1  r ' ?

4. How many working people lost their former abi l i ty to work

because of the injuries inf l icted upon them duriag pogroms? And what

r l o  t h c \ r . l d ?  t 9 a

However, dissemination of that questi_onnaire compiled on the

init iat ive of M. Rafes did not give more or less complete data, As

before, the maj-n source of informati.on about pogroms of Jews was

messages of the empowered persons of the CSAVP and those from the

Red Cross as wel-I  as messages from Jewj-sh communit ies. One of the

pecu l - ia r i t ies  o f  ass is tance renCered +-o  Jews by  t .he  Bo lshev iks  was

t h a t  t h e  f a t t e r  m a d e  i t  t o o  i d e o l o g i c a l .  T n  e v e r y  o r  a l m o s t  e v e r v

docurnent of the Presidium of the CSAVP, labour character of

assistance to the pogrommed and the profession of the Dogrornmed

were emphasised. Prosperous Jews were struck off the l ist.

The CSAVP headed by M. Rafes worked out a special document

cal led the 'Principles of Organisation of Labour Assistance to the

Vict ims of Pogroms' .  The document was submitted to CCCpU approval

and regufated rendering assistance to the pogrommed Jews de-

A 1



pending upon the structure of their business, their f inancial

s i tua t ion ,  the i r  po l i t i ca l  v iews,  e tc ,

Thus, by introducing new principles of discrimination of the

Jewish populat ion in Ukraine, the Soviet power consi_derably

restr icted the number of i ts supporters. Final ly, the ,principles'

were formulated and summarised in the fol lowinq document:

l -

' In making a plan of rendering labour assistance to the

victims of pogrorns one should proceeci from the economic st.ructure of

the populat ion, which suffered from the pogroms and , at the same

time, take into account the Soviet economic pol j-cy, The boroughs

suffered from pogroms most of al l .  According to stat ist ic data,

though the latter were not quite new, the populat ion of Ukrainian

boroughs consisted of petty art isans, who themselves took part in

the production and did not exploit  the labour of others. The soviet

economic pol icy does not put i tself  a task of developing petty

economic units. However, taking into consideration the impossibi l i ty

of involving petty bourgeois elements of the borough populat ion into

large-scale forms of social- ist product!-on in view of shortage

of raw materials the support of unexploitery petty labour eco-

nomic units, which suffered from the pogroms. is recognised

exped ien t .

2 .

Proceeding from the mentioned above, the forms and types of Ia-

bour assistance can be establ ished as fol lows:

- organisation of Soviet producti-on labour cornmunes;

- organisation of Soviet workshops for production of things,

which can be made without long-t ime training of producers, for those

4 8



victi-ms of pogrom who have not had any definite occupation up to this

moment or have to change i t  because of injuries;

- support of labour artels control led by the corresponding state

bod ies ;

- assistance in restoring economic units by giving out instru-

ments of production to them.

NorEs . .  .  assistance can be rendered as roans and cred.i ts as werr.

Cha i rman o f  the  CSAVP M.Rafes .

Manag ing  ass is tan t  o f  the  Sec t ion  N.  cerge l . ,e0

Thus the soviet power tr ied to prof i t  from using the after-

effects of the pogroms made by the volunteer Axmy and to absolutery

change the l i fe of ukrainian Jewi-sh communit ies by involving the

Jewi-sh populat ion into agricul-tural production at a larse scaJ-e.

rn  sp i te  o f  tha t ,  the  ass is tance rendered by  the  sov ie t  power  to

the  v ic t i -ns  o f  pogroms was qu i te  cons iderabre  in  1920,  espec ia l l y .

A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  1920,  types  o f  ass is tance were  d is t r ibu ted  among

five main organisations dealing wi-th those vrhc had. suffered from

pogroms. That was done in the fol lowing way:

'1 .  Med ica l  and food (da i l y  ra t ions ,  can teens ;er  ass is tance is

rendered by the Red Cross bodies.

2- Assistance to chi ldren in the front l ine area is rendered bv

the  Red Cross .

e ' q t a o o  y K p a H n b r .  -  e .  1 .  -  O t r .  2 0 .  -  E .  1 2 6 ,  -  I .  5 5 .
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3. Transmigration, evacuation and re-evacuation are carried out by

the CSA\IP bodies.

4. Labour assistance is carr i .ed out by the Central Section in

contact with the Bodies of the People's Commissariat of Labour.

5. Clothing assistance- The responsibi l i ty for storing up and

supplying the victims of pogroms with clothes is 1aj-d on the Red

C r o s s .

6. Credit assistance is carr ied out by the Central Section in

contact with the Bodies of the People's Commissariat of Finance.

7. Quartering of those who underwent pogroms is carr ied out by the

Social Service sections \"r i th the Red cross and AVP help .. .

The ins t ruc t ion  was worked ou t  on  Ju ly  29 ,  1919 ' .

Ignoring obvious mil i tary and tact ical inexpediency of crushing:

the whole boroughs and towns, murder of their peaceful residents, and

extremely negative reacti-on on the part of the world community, the

Volunteer Army continued organising pogroms from December 1919 to

February 1920. As A, I .  Denikin's army was retreating from Ukraine,

one could single out the 3d stage of pogroms which had enveloped the

lrhoie Left-Bank Ukraine, Novorossiya, Donbass, and Kiev province,

Those pogrcms tcck  p lace  in  the  borcughs o f  Bor ispo l ,  Smela ,

Gorodishche, Stavishche, Monastir ishche, etc. Part of Bredov,s army

tried to break through the front and retreat to Romania. Without

reaching i ts aim it  turned and marched along the Dniester, makj-ng a

number of pogroms in Podolsk provi-nce (Tomashpol, Yampol, Dzurin,

Yarugaf Verbka), And even in Apri l  1920, one could come across the

remains of old pogrom-makers, the Don and the Kuban Cossack units,

ruhich organised a massacre in the borough of Kalus (Podolsk province)

serving to Petlyura and the Polish at that t j -me.e2

5 0
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The history of  mutual  re lat ions between A. I .  Denik in 's regime

and the Jev' t ish populat ion of  Ukraine was predetermined by the pre-

Revolut ionary concept ion of  solv ing the Jewish problem. That

concept ion was worked out  by tsar ism. The foundat ions of  the

concep t i on  a re  we l l  known :  l t he  Jew ish  pa le ' ,  a  ghe t t o  i n t ended  f o r

Jews ' l i v i ng  i n  t he  coun t r y r  a  3  pe r  cen t  quo ta  f o r  Jews ,  en te r i ng

un i ve rs i t i e s ,  a  p roh ib i t i on  f o r  Jews  t o  come  to  c i t i e s  w i t hou t  a

spec ia f  pe rm iss i on .  and  so  on .  Many  t h i nke rs  and  ph i l osophe rs

' f  oresa'w" '  the di rect iorr  of  developmen-u of  f  ur ihrer-  mutuai  r -e iat ions

between monarchi-sts and Jews. As a Russj-an phi losopher V.V.  Rosanov

wrote in his articl-e Pochemu na samom deJe yevreyam neJzya

ustra jvat  poqromov ( 'Why should one not  organise pogroms of

J e w s ? ' ) , ' J e w s  . . . I  h a t e  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  b u t ,

on  t he  o the r  hand ,  i t  i s  good .  Because  o f  Jews '  abso rb i ng  a t l  t he

r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  f a d e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p o g r o m s  a n d  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l :

i t  i s  t oo  obv ious  t ha t  "  t he  Russ ian  so ld i e r  and  muzh i k  a re  un l i ke l y

t o  se r ve  Je lds "  . . . ' e J  Thus ,  t he  p robab i l i t y  o f  a  pog rom p receden t  was

torecast .  A turn of  events l ike that  was presupposed and popular ised

in the works of  c iassics of  the Russian phi iosophicai  thoughi  at  the

bcg inn ing  o f  Lhe  20 th  cen tu r y .

I t  j - s  wo r t h  men t i on ing  t ha t  t he  pog roms  o rgan i sed  by  A .  T .  De -

nik in 's Army negat ivefy inf luenced the f inal  outcome of  the

m- i l i t a r y  campa ign  o f  1919 - -1920 ,  hav ing  become  one  o f  t he  f ac to r s  o f

the toLal  demoral isat ion of  the Armv and a tota l  crash of  the White

movement in ukraine.

"  Ta f i na  H3paans :  C6 .  c ra l e l i .  -  Cu6 . :  Co i l zq ,  1993 .  -  c .  290 .
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