
The article also attempts to identify the interests of the leading countries of the world in 
the zones of "frozen" conflict.

Analyzing the causes of "frozen" conflicts and the complexity of their settlement indicates 
that their presence is beneficial for leading geopolitical players that with the help of these 
territories are trying to strengthen their sphere of influence in a given region. A vivid 
indication of this is the post-Soviet space and the politics of the Russian Federation. In order to 
maintain its sphere of influence in the region, it has resorted to the "conservation" of conflicts, 
thus destroying all aspects of the international order, and undermining security and stability in 
the world. The article points out that today the whole democratic and civilized world 
community should make every effort to stop and resolve all the armed conflicts.

After all, as John Kennedy once said "humanity has put an end to war, or war will put an 
end to mankind".

Key words: conflict, "frozen" conflict, the post-Soviet space, conflict resolution, 
geopolitical environment, the Russian Federation, the United States of America.
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O. Ivasechko, O. Koval
BREXIT AS A MODERN THREAT TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE EUROPEAN 

UNION: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES
The article considers the potential consequences of Brexit as a result of holding 

referendum and initiating corresponding process. Being a part of the EU, the United Kingdom 
critically referred to the formulation and implementation of the European policy, which was 
predominantly aimed at closer integration within the Union. The author pays particular 
attention to the UK basic requirements for the implementation of reforms in the European 
Union, comprising non-participation of the United Kingdom in the further political integration, 
expanding the single market for the EU member states, limiting the social rights of migrants 
and introduction of the principle of multicurrency pricing. The procedure for withdrawal from 
the EU is clearly described in Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty. The sequence of actions in case 
of leaving the EU are pointed out, which, in particular, consists in negotiations with Brussels 
on the implementation of Article 50, signing a number of bilateral trade agreements around the 
world, and, most importantly, in adaptation of national legislation of the country after the EU 
legislation expires. The article deals with an attitude of the higher representatives of the 
Kingdom and citizens towards the implementation of Brexit. The author highlights main factors 
that determine adherence or criticism of Brexit, which are the following: geographical division 
of the population; urbanization and level of education of respondents; occupation and political 
views of the British. The main arguments of supporters and opponents of Brexit are identified, 
which are implied, first and foremost, in the preserving of national identity of the British 
people, economic losses of the country, reducing the political weight of the United Kingdom in 
the international arena, deterioration of security situation in the United Kingdom, enhancing 
migration trends and in significant impact of the EU law on national law of the Member states 
that, according to supporters of Brexit violates the principle of non-interference in the internal 
affairs of the country. Among 27 EU Member countries 6 representatives will face huge 
implications because of Brexit, as well as they more than any other states are involved in trade 
with the United Kingdom and have high mutual level of expenditure in the tourism industry. 
The author draws conclusions, which suggest the possible steps the EU could take to prevent a 
domino effect and consolidate the European countries if Brexit happens to be successful.

Keywords: Brexit, United Kingdom, euroscepticism, British policy, referendum.
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