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SUMMARY 

 
WOMEN'S HAIRSTYLES AND HATS OF UKRAINIANS OF TRANSCARPATHIA IN 

THE END OF THE XIX - FIRST HALF OF THE XX CENTURY 
 

Vasyl Kotsan 
Candidate of History; Director of the Transcarpathian Museum of Folk Architecture and Life, 

Docent of the Department Archeology, Ethnology and Cultural Studies, 
 

 
In the article based on the available literature, ethnographic data, and archival materials, the specific features 

of women's hairdressers and hats of Ukrainians of Transcarpathia at the end of the XIX - first half of the XX century 
are analyzed. Hats, as a component of folk costumes, clearly reflect people's tastes and preferences, their social status, 
beliefs, are an aged sign, and serve as a completion of the ensemble of clothing, performing a specific function of 
crowning. The author highlighted all these aspects of the research. The ethnographic basis is used to present collected 
and systematized material. Women's hairstyles and headdresses of Dolinians, Hutsuls, Boykos, and Lemkos of 
Transcarpathia are characterized separately. The article focuses on the variety of shapes and decor elements of hats. 
The author describes in detail the elements that were used for braiding. They are best preserved in Transcarpathia in 
Borzhava and Uzhhorod Dolinians and the Lemkos of Velykyi Bereznyi district. The unique wedding hairstyle of 
Hutsuls of Rakhiv district - "pletiniy" had its specificity. A sign of an unmarried woman was a wreath. In 
Transcarpathia, the most common were wreaths made of periwinkle and on cardboard or wooden base. According to 
the decoration elements, it was possible to clearly distinguish the wreath of certain local groups of Dolinians, Hutsuls, 



Lemkos, and Boykos. An integral part of a married woman's headdress in some parts of the region was a chepets. 
According to the cut's structural elements and the decor's shape and color, we can distinguish several types of chepets. 
The chepets perform a purely ritual function only for the Boykos of Transcarpathia. Folk custom required that a woman 
keep a wedding chepets removed from her head for life, until death. Over the chepets or separately everywhere in 
Transcarpathia, married women wore scarves with local features and standard features within the region. In general, 
the traditional women's hats of Ukrainians in Transcarpathia were an integral part of the clothing complex and became 
widely used in the 40s of the XX century. 

Keywords: hairstyles, hats, wreaths, chepets, scarves, material for making, decorating, ways of dressing and 
wearing. 
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