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Gennadii Korolov 

 
Brest Peace Treaty (February 9, 1918) in Ukrainian and Polish 
Historiography: Asymmetry of Assessments and Interpretative 

Paradigms 
 
Abstract. The article considers the assessments and interpretations of the 

Brest Peace Treaty between the Ukrainian People’s Republic and the 
Central Powers in Ukrainian and Polish historiographies. It determined the 
emergence of the dominant discourses about the Brest Treaty. For Poles, its 
signing was seen as the “fourth division of Poland,” while Ukrainians 
considered it as a stage of the recognition of Ukraine’s state independence. 
To this day, these discourses, which are not without “historical” truth, have 
a powerful influence on scientific research, excluding even at least some 
revision. For the majority historians on both sides, the analytical language 

——————— 
57 Borodziej W., Górny M. Nasza Wojna. T. II: Narody 1917–1923. 

Warszawa, 2018. S. 307-311. 



of describing those events contain the same arguments, which were 
reconsidered only in the late 1990s. 

Keywords: Brest Peace Treaty 1918, Ukrainians, Poles, historiography, 
asymmetry, conflict, territory. 
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