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SUMMARY

Victor A. Kiktenko
BRIEF HISTORY OF UKRAINIAN SINOLOGY.  18 – 1ST HALF OF 20

CENT.: RESEARCH, MATERIALS AND DOCUMENTS

There are six periods distinguished in the history of the Ukrainian Sinology:
1) pre-scientific (1701 – 1806), 2) scientific and educational (1806 – 1913); 3)
development and institution of the practical Sinology (1913 – 1918); 4) forming of
the Ukrainian Soviet Sinology (1918 – 1941); 5) development of the Ukrainian Soviet
Sinology in post-war period (1945 – 1991); and 6) modern period in development of
the Ukrainian Sinology connected with the revival of traditions of the Ukrainian
science (since 1991).

Early contacts between Ukraine and China in the time of Kievan Rus.  First
notices  of  each other  appeared in the respective countries  in  about  6 – 8 cent.   First
contacts were indirect (i.e. through other countries).  It is possible that these contacts
activated at the time of emergence and development of the Great Silk Road in the early
Middle Ages.  First pieces of news about China in Ukraine were fixed in translated
literature (6 cent.).  Facts about Celestial Empire appear directly in the Ukrainian literary
monuments at the end of 16 century.  Kievan Rus was known in China in 13 cent. at the
period of Mongol Government (Yuan dynasty) being referred to as the ‘Orosat’ country
with the city of Khyi – e (Kyiv).  As a result of Mongol-Tartar invasion the territory of
Kievan Rus became a part of a powerful Mongol Empire, which also included China.
A great number of prisoners and mercenaries from the Ukrainian territories found their
way to China.  Due to the vassalage to Mongol Empire some Ukrainian governors
acquainted themselves with the imperial experience of governance mainly based on
the Chinese model.  This somehow influenced evolution of the Ukrainian system of
government.  The immediate contact with the Chinese civilisation therefore took place
during the Mongol-Tartar invasion, however, it did not have significant influence on
forming knowledge about China in Ukraine.

1. Pre-scientific Period (1701 – 1806).  During strengthening of Moscow
Kingdom and forming of the Russian Empire the Ukrainians take active part in
pioneering territories at the Far East resulting in the constant and direct contact with
representatives of the Chinese civilisation.  In the late 17 and 18 century intellectuals
of the Ukrainian elite participate in development of diplomatic relations between the
Russian Empire and China (A. Bylobotskyi, D. Mnogogreshnyi).  The Russian Holy
Mission was formed in Beijing in the early 18 cent., which performed functions of
both diplomatic and ecclesiastical representation until the middle of 19 cent.
Ukrainians prevailed among the Mission members throughout the whole of 18 century.
For instance, the Mission was led by Archbishops Illarion (Lezhaiskyi), Anthony
(Platkovskyi), Illarion (Trusov), Hervasiy (Lentsovskyi), Nikolai (Tsvit), Iokam
(Shyshkovskyi) and Sophroniy (Grybovskyi).  These were the best representatives
of the Ukrainian clergy and the elite of the society. Many of them were graduates of
Kyiv Mohyla Academy, one of the best educational establishments of Europe.  Along
with diplomatic and religious tasks they laid significant foundation of scientific
Sinology.  These are first lexicographical works, first attempts of compiling Chinese
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– Manchurian – Russian dictionary (Archbishops Anthony (Platkovskyi) and Hervasiy
(Lentsovskyi)); first history of the Mission and activities of the Catholics in China
(brother Theodosiy (Smorzhevskyi)).  Archbishop Sophronyi (Grybovskyi) was the
first historian of China in the Russian Empire.  He also founded schooling for pupils
in the Mission and established the learners’ library there.  Due to the activities of the
missionaries Ukraine received more information about China.  For example, it was
due to the correspondence between Archbishop Hervasiy (Lentsovskyi) and Hryhoriy
Skovoroda (outstanding Ukrainian philosopher) that a “Chinese theme” appeared in
the works of the latter.

The Ukrainians were the first both in practical establishing and developing
relations between Russia and China on the diplomatic level and analytical processing
of documentary basis of these relations (N. Bantysh-Kamenskyi).

Books of West European Sinologists started finding their way to Ukraine at
the end of 17 – 18 cent.  They were accumulated in the libraries of Kyiv Mohyla
Academy and Kharkiv Collegium.

2. Scientific and Educational Period (1806 – 1913).  Born Ukrainians Ye.
Tymkovskyi and Ye. Kovalevskyi paid significant contribution into development of
Russia-China relations, forming of Sinology in the Russian Empire, popularisation
of knowledge about China among intellectuals.  Both in different time were secular
supervisors at the Russian Holy Mission in Beijing.  Their research works were carried
out at a high European level and contained various important information about China.
During this period there was only one Ukrainian, Archbishop Benjamin
(Morachevich), who headed the Russian Holy Mission in Beijing (1830 – 1840).  He
was the first Ukrainian who knew the Chinese language professionally.  The monk of
Kyiv Pechersk Assumption Lavra Aleksiy (Vinogradov), who was the Mission member
during 1881 – 1888, created the description of the Chinese library and scientific
works of the members of the Russian Holy and Diplomatic Mission in Beijing.  The
Doctor of the Mission O. Voitsekhovskyi on return to Russia headed the China
Language Chair at Kazan University.  He was the first ever Professor in Manchurian
studies in the Russian Empire and the author of the first in Russia textbook in
Manchurian studies and Manchurian – Chinese – Russian dictionary in three volumes.

Ukraine saw the first attempt to teach the Chinese language and its history
within the framework of the history of the world in the Russian Empire: the projects
by Prof. A. Degurov and Prof. M. Lunin respectively in Kharkiv University.  Odessa
however becomes the main centre of Sinology at that time both in quantity and level
of research as it was the starting point for sea voyages to the Oriental world and
China in particular. These were mainly political, economic and geographic researches.
It was there where the first dictionary of Chinese was printed in Ukraine (A. Starkov),
and the first textological researches of the ancient teachings of Taoism and
Confucianism (I. Zamotailo).  The first systematic and integrated research of Chinese
classical philosophy was also made at this time (A. Kozlov).

This period is characterised by development of practical rather than classical
Sinology.  This finally identified the status of this discipline in Ukraine for the future.
The majority of works on China were written not by Sinologists but participants in
certain events at the Far East (military personnel, doctors, travellers, geographers
and others).

3. Development and institution of the practical Sinology (1913 – 1918).
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This period saw establishment of Kyiv school of the practical Oriental studies
culminated in Sinology, which combined achievements of economy, statistics, history,
sociology and other sciences with knowledge of Chinese.  For the first ever time in
Ukraine teaching the Chinese language was introduced in Kyiv Institute of Commerce
in 1913 (lecturer N. Konrad).  Knowledge of Chinese enabled students of this institute
to have business trips to China (students A. Artamonov, N. Kozlovskyi, A.
Kvashynskyi, S. Lainer and others).  Kyiv school of practical Sinology was
establishing through teaching Chinese, defining the scope of research the prerequisite
of which was field collection of materials and their analytical processing.  These
research works were aimed at developing trade and economic relations of Russia
(including Ukraine) with China.  However, the development of the practical Sinology
in Ukraine slowed down due to the First World War and the revolution of 1917.

4. Forming of the Ukrainian Soviet Sinology (1918 – 1941).  Information
about China had been spreading in Ukraine during this period along with establishing
of bilateral relations.  Research on the modern China were conducted in a new
Ukrainian Soviet scientific establishments (O. Gladstern, O. Sukhov, V. Broun,
M. Novitskyi, B. Kozelskyi, D. Vazonov, M. Lebedev, S. Pashchenko and others).
The classical Sinology had also been developing (B. Kurtz, V. Gershelman,
I. Trigubov, I. Bilyakevich, L. Simonovskaya, B. Rozenblium et al.) All achievements
of preceding periods were embodied in the image of the first Ukrainian Sinologist
Boris Kurtz, the author of the original concept of the history of Russia-China relations
and the only historiographer of the Ukrainian Soviet Sinology of 1920-30s as well as
the talented pedagogue. First translations from Chinese appeared in Ukraine at this
very period (M. Sengalevich, I. Vladimirskyi and V. Starodub).

*  *  *
Development of the Ukrainian Sinology tragically broke off in 1930s as a

result of political repression.  This scientific discipline begins its revival in Ukraine
only after the Great Patriotic War (1941 – 45) (5th period of development 1945 – 91).
A number of scientists appear in Ukraine beginning developing various issues of
historical, social, political and economic development of China (R. Brodskyi,
B. Vetrov, V. Volkovinskyi, L. Leshchenko, V. Sednev, G. Klymko, N. Loziuk,
G. Bykov, Yu. Matseiko, I. Maidan, V. Gura, M. Zavoyskyi, V. Velichko,
A. Goncharuk, S. Nikishenko et al). I. Chirko laid the foundations of the literary
translation of Chinese works into the Ukrainian language. The possibility of
comprehensive development of Sinology in Ukraine, however, appeared only when
our state gained its independence on 24 August 1991 (6th period of development
since 1991). Classical and practical Sinology are currently being developed in Ukraine,
the Chinese language is taught in many high schools.  Besides, establishing of
significant number f the relevant public and commercial organizations demonstrates
major increase of interest towards China.

Results received by the author therefore open a new direction in relations
between Ukraine and the Orient and re-establish Ukraine’s scientific priorities in the
area of Sinology. The research work re-created the genetic links in the Ukrainian
Sinology, demonstrating its traditions and specific features, motives and directions
of its development. All these aspects are to give a new impetus to the development of
Ukraine – China relations and resuscitation of Sinology in Ukraine.
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