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Kikavskyi .
HISTORY OF T-72 TANKS MODERNIZATION IN UKRAINE

The article considers issues and some aspects of T-72 tanks modernization
programs in Ukraine, preconditions for creating modernization options, their
implementation and development, systematization and additions based on the memories
of participants and the author’s own. After the USSR collapse, Ukraine received a large
tank fleet of major battle tanks with various power plants, chassis and weapon systems,
only the fleet of T-72 tanks amounted about 800 units. The top management saw
significant export potential not only in the basic version, but also in modernization
projects development, both by the Ukrainian military-industrial complex and by
involving foreign countries, which significantly improved combat and operational
characteristics taking into account modern requirements for major battle tanks. The
development and implementation of T-72 tank projects modernization provided an
opportunity to attract significant funds and investments into home military-industrial
complex, to preserve and develop research and production potential of Ukraine.
Modernized T-72 tanks have been repeatedly demonstrated both in Ukraine and abroad,
have become a base for testing design solutions, with components of home and foreign
production. Eastern European countries could be the first potential customers to
modernize their own T-72 fleet with the installation of a Ukrainian-made engine, but the
lack of political will and intergovernmental agreements offset the technical advantage
over Russian tank engines, which illustrates that Western countries saw the prospect of
modernization in joint projects and programs. A number of projects were created both
by specialized design bureaus and repair plants, which were commercially successful
and were adopted by the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Keywords: armored vehicles, modernization, Ukraine, T-72, Armed Forces of
Ukraine.


