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Kashevarova N. World War II through the eyes of Soviet prisoners of war:
information, collected by the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg

(Poland, October 1944)

The main purpose of this historical and documentary publication is to intro-
duce a document previously unknown to historians to scientific community,
and to to determine the circumstances of its creation, and to analyze its
authenticity and informativeness as a historical source. The document is
of the World War II and occupation in Europe period. It was compiled as
a result of an interrogation by an employee of the Einsatzstab Reichsle-
iter Rosenberg (the Reichsleiter Rosenberg Taskforce or ERR) of Soviet
prisoners of war who were captured in Germany in October 1944.

The methodology of research is comprised of the historical-archival and his-
torical-comparative research methods, as well as methods of source
analysis, archival science and oral history.

Conclusions. This document was created on the territory of Poland in the
autumn of 1944 as a result of the interrogation of Soviet prisoners of
war during the moving the line of military operations of the Red Army to
the West, namely, the advance of the Red Army across Belarus, Lithua-
nia, Latvia, Estonia. The respondents belonged to 18 different parts of
several fronts, mostly to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Belorussian fronts, the 1st
and 2nd Baltic fronts. The interrogation was conducted by the employee
of the Rosenberg Operational Headquarters in the form of an interview
concerning the behavior of the Red Army in Poland, attitudes towards
the Polish population, and sentiments in the Red Army. The content of
the document has been analyzed, and it has been determined that it
was intended for use in anti-Soviet propaganda. In its content the docu-
ment contains elements of subjectivity to a certain extent, due to the
fact of the personal viewpoint of the respondents, but at the same time
we can consider it rather informative. Additionally, among the archival
materials created as a result of the activities of Nazi institutions during
the World War II and the occupation, there are a few similar historical
documents.

This, together with the historical facts presented in the document, makes it
even more valuable for researchers not only of the World War II, but
also of the history of Poland during the German and Soviet occupation,
military historians, researchers of the Soviet expansion policy, senti-
ments in the Red Army and more.

Key words: World War II, the Red Army, the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosen-
berg, ideology, propaganda, prisoners of war, Poland.


