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BREXIT AS A MODERN THREAT TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE EUROPEAN 

UNION: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES
The article considers the potential consequences of Brexit as a result of holding 

referendum and initiating corresponding process. Being a part of the EU, the United Kingdom 
critically referred to the formulation and implementation of the European policy, which was 
predominantly aimed at closer integration within the Union. The author pays particular 
attention to the UK basic requirements for the implementation of reforms in the European 
Union, comprising non-participation of the United Kingdom in the further political integration, 
expanding the single market for the EU member states, limiting the social rights of migrants 
and introduction of the principle of multicurrency pricing. The procedure for withdrawal from 
the EU is clearly described in Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty. The sequence of actions in case 
of leaving the EU are pointed out, which, in particular, consists in negotiations with Brussels 
on the implementation of Article 50, signing a number of bilateral trade agreements around the 
world, and, most importantly, in adaptation of national legislation of the country after the EU 
legislation expires. The article deals with an attitude of the higher representatives of the 
Kingdom and citizens towards the implementation of Brexit. The author highlights main factors 
that determine adherence or criticism of Brexit, which are the following: geographical division 
of the population; urbanization and level of education of respondents; occupation and political 
views of the British. The main arguments of supporters and opponents of Brexit are identified, 
which are implied, first and foremost, in the preserving of national identity of the British 
people, economic losses of the country, reducing the political weight of the United Kingdom in 
the international arena, deterioration of security situation in the United Kingdom, enhancing 
migration trends and in significant impact of the EU law on national law of the Member states 
that, according to supporters of Brexit violates the principle of non-interference in the internal 
affairs of the country. Among 27 EU Member countries 6 representatives will face huge 
implications because of Brexit, as well as they more than any other states are involved in trade 
with the United Kingdom and have high mutual level of expenditure in the tourism industry. 
The author draws conclusions, which suggest the possible steps the EU could take to prevent a 
domino effect and consolidate the European countries if Brexit happens to be successful.
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FOREIGN POLICY STRATEGY OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY IN FORMATION OF THE EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE 

SYSTEM AND CONFLICT SETTLEMENT IN THE EAST OF UKRAINE
The article is a comprehensive study of the role of the Federal Republic of Germany 

(FRG) in formation of the European security and defence system and conflict settlement in the 
East of Ukraine. The author analyses main principles, objectives, and stages of the EU security 
and defence policy formation. It is stressed that this policy is one of the main elements of the 
EU general foreign policy and encompasses defence and military aspects, as well as civil crisis 
management. The EU security and defence system is claimed to reflect the EU security policy 
in the framework of NATO. In the article, the following objectives of the EU security and 
defence are distinguished: protecting common values and main interests of the EU member-
states, preserving independence and integrity of the Union; strengthening the EU security, as 
well as security at the international level.

The article pays particular attention to the role of the FRG in formation of the European
security and defence system. It is proved that fulfilment of the defence vector of the EU foreign 
policy is directly related to the influence and domination of the Republic. The author of the 
research points out that Germany plays a role of the major subject of the European security 
process which is proved by its active actions in the security and defence sphere on the 
European arena. The article presents main principles of a new paradigm of the FRG security 
foreign policy determined by modern challenges and topical problems. It is highlighted that 
new vectors of the FRG foreign activity in the security sphere were declared during the Munich 
Conference 2014 and presuppose active participation of the FRG in development and 
implementation of normative legal decisions on settlement of regional and world conflicts; 
wide application of preventive diplomacy mechanisms for preventing crises and eliminating 
their escalation; facilitation of peaceful regulation of contradictions; fight against terrorism, 
criminality, and illegal migration. In addition, the FRG fulfils the European security policy 
through coordination of activity of such institutions as Europol, Eurojust, and Frontex.

The article dwells on the role of the FRG in conflict settlement in the East of Ukraine 
which is highlighted as one of its primary tasks. The state is an initiator of peaceful elimination 
of the contradiction at the diplomatic level. The article reflects and analyses main attitudes and 
principles of the FRG concerning the Russia-Ukraine crisis. In particular, the FRG is pointed 
out to blame Russia for breaching norms of the international law and aggravating the 
precedent in the East of Ukraine; not to recognise annexation of the Crimea; to accuse the 
Kremlin policy and adhere to the principle of not lifting sanctions against the Russian 
Federation.


