
concepts. It has theoretical and practical importance because a clear identification of ethno-
political processes can adequately assess them and choose the best means of response. 

The irredentist conflict includes three members: polyethnic state, national minority  
irredenta and kin-state. The strategy of the irredenta has negative impact on political processes 
in multi-ethnic states and is interpreted as a form of separatism aimed at secession from one state 
and joining another. The terms «irredentism» and «separatism» are not identical, because 
irredentism  is, in most cases, the movement of ethnic groups, while the separatist carriers may 
be other social groups. 

The associated terms that are often used in the analysis of separatism and irredentism are 
«secession» and «secessionism». There are two approaches depending on what concept is 
recognized generic  «separatism» or «secession». The first approach recognizes the separatism 
as the generic term, and the secession and irredentism  as sub notion, denoting phenomena 
pursuing different goals: secession involves the creation of an independent state, and irredentism 
 joining another state. The second approach, in contrast, recognizes the secession as the generic 

term, because the secession from a state is provided both by separatism and irredentism. 
Some scientists refuse to refer a specific political phenomenon only to one form of separatist 

movement, because the idea of the desired result (secession or reunion) can change over time. 
The question arises: whether the secessionism is mandatory step in achieving the irredentist 

goals? Due to the presence of a small number of cases of irredentism, it is difficult to answer 
clearly, but in 2014 Russian politicians, trying to make the act of annexation of Crimea legal, 
called the declaration of independence (which, however, was recognized illegal by the 
international community) an indisputable argument to prove the legality of joining the Crimea to 
Russian Federation. 

be interested in the development of conventional knowledge of the essence of separatism, 
irredentism and secession. Until these concepts are clearly fixed in official documents, they 
become tools of political casuistry. 

Keywords: irredentism, separatism, secession, irredenta. 
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I. Gridina 

THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION IN EASTERN UKRAINE: PROSPECTS AND REALITIES 

This paper dwells upon potential prospects and real obstacles encountered by the 
international organizations in conflict resolution in Eastern Ukraine.  

It is emphasized that the efforts made by international governmental organizations are the 

aggression. Bringing the fact of aggression into an international legal framework consideration 
has become one of the top priorities for the Ukrainian diplomacy since this is the only way for 
changing radically the situation and engaging all the mechanisms of international law support for 
the victims of aggression.   

In this context, the key factor is the reaction and attitude of the leading international 
organizations which, in whole or in part, bear responsibility for maintaining international piece 
and security (UN, OSCE, NATO, European Council, etc).  However, the reaction of international 
organizations to the Russian aggression against Ukraine has revealed the shortcomings in taking 
timely and adequate decisions to resolve crisis situation as their autonomy has relative nature 
because of impossibility to take decisions without participation of the relevant states. For example, 
the UN Security Council resolutions were vetoed by the Russian Federation what practically put 
an end to the attempts to stop the Russian aggression. Apart from information support rendered 
by the majority of international organizations to Ukraine, a very small number of political actors 
could provide Ukraine with international legal support in practice. Despite the evident fact of 
aggression and its escalation, the majority of states or their political parties preferred ignoring 
the fact of external aggression against Ukraine by qualifying the conflict in Donbass as a civil 
war, trying to avoid possible confrontation with Russia recognizing the rule of force. The attitude 
of states has affected the international organizations, members of which they are.  

At the same time, some success was reached in defining Russia as the party to a conflict. It 
is necessary to mention the significance of cooperation of Ukraine with NATO that performs its 
obligations as a partner of Ukraine. Besides, it should be pointed out that OSCE SMM to Ukraine 
has played a great role to deliver information on the war in the Eastern Ukraine.  

Key words: armed conflict, Eastern Ukraine, international organizations, governmental 
organizations, UN, Council of Europe, NATO, OSCE. 

 
 
 


