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M. Bulyk, N. Gavrylova
EUROPEAN SECURITY IN THE CONTEXT OF SYRIAN AND 

UKRAINIAN CRISIS
The article describes the implications of the Syrian and Ukrainian crises for European 

security, special attention is paid to the security of the EU. The article highlights the common 
features of the Syrian and Ukrainian crises. This commonality primarily comes out of the 
presence of common participants in these conflicts and the role of Russia and the Western 
countries in their development and resolution. Events in Syria and Ukraine, as highlighted in 
the article became a powerful destabilizing factor for not only the European security system 
that definitively entered a period of deep crisis, and its level reached the lowest point of 
development since the Second World War. Analyzing the Syrian crisis in the context of the 
European Union's security, authors studied in detail the nature and consequences of the 
migration crisis as a result of the events in Syria and policies of Western countries in the 
region. According to the opinion of the authors, migration crisis became so large-scaled that 
the problem of migrants has become a powerful destructive factor that transforms, eliminates 
and removes those principles and values, that formed and developed European Union. The 
authors show that the total helplessness of Brussels in its resolution gave a powerful impulse 
for separatism, centrifugal forces, strengthened the position of eurosceptics. One of the 
manifestation of this trend is the beginning of the British exit from the EU. Brussels Migration 
policy has led to a further split within the EU between the Old and New Europe, which has 
refused to implement the European Commission's plan for quotas of acceptance of refugees 
from the East. Consequences of Ukrainian crisis is most clearly manifested in the deepening 
contradictions between the member states in matters of energy security, that manifested in the 
failure of the Polish initiative of the Energy Union within the EU. According to the authors’ 
opinion, Ukrainian crisis has led to a reassessment of the approaches of the EU Member States 
to the problem their security. Some countries, especially the New Europe ones see NATO and 



an increase of US military presence on their territory as the main guarantors of their security. 
Ukrainian crisis, as the authors conclude, definitively destroyed the fragile confidence system 
between Russia and Western countries, burying the idea of creating a single indivisible 
security space from Vancouver to Vladivostok.

Keywords: migration crisis, NATO, CSDP, terrorism, energy security, islamization.
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