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SUMMARY 

 
WRITTEN SOURCES OF RESEARCH ON THE ACTIVITIES OF CATHOLIC 

RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN THE TERRITORY OF NORTH-EASTERN HUNGARY IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES AND THE EARLY MODERN TIMES 
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The North-Eastern Comitats of the Kingdom of Hungary as a frontier zone became the object of settlement of 

monks of various Catholic orders in the XIII century. These monks performed missionary work, spread the Catholic 
faith among the schismatics, fasiqs and the like among many other tasks . In XVI   this territory 



became the arena of fierce political and religious confrontation for the Hungarian elite. Catholic religious orders  
Franciscans, Paulines, Jesuits, etc.  joined the multifaceted confessional relations with different intensity. The purpose 
of the article is to characterize the available sources on the problems of Catholic religious orders in the territory of 
North-Eastern Hungary and to determine the prospects for future searches. The activity of Catholic religious orders in 
the territory of the North-Eastern Comitats of Hungary is represented by a sufficient source base for in-depth research. 
However, sources from different periods were preserved not equally well. Due to general chaos and aggressive 
secularization of the mid  XVI century a considerable part of the monastery's archives were destroyed or dispersed. 
The activity of the first missionaries of the order of St. Francis of the late XVI  early XVII century is poorly reflected in 
the sources. However, it was at this time that the founding fathers of the of Jesus Union joined the process of Catholic 
renewal and this left a noticeable trace in the sources. From 1622, with the formation of the Congregation for the 
propagation of faith tens of instructions, assignments, and thence, respectively, reports were sent from Rome to 
missionaries in Hungary. This layer of sources perhaps better reflects the successes and failures of missionary work. 
Given that a significant part of archival documentary and published materials of XIX century  beginning of the XXI 
century were not fully processedby the scientists, the author states that the history of Catholic religious orders of the 
Middle Ages and early modern time has good prospects for further research. 
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