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SUMMARY 

MONASTERIES OF THE ORDER OF FRIARS MINOR (FRANCISCANS) IN THE 
COUNTIES OF BEREG AND UGOCSA IN THE MIDDLE AGES AND EARLY MODERN 

TIMES

Oksana Ferkov 
Candidate of History, Docent; Docent of the Department of the Archaeology, Ethnology and Cultural Studies, 

The author investigates while systematizing and analyzing available sources, the circumstances under which the 
monasteries of the Order of St. Francis in the counties of Bereg and Ugocsa, namely in the cities of Beregsas and Sevlush, 
were founded and functioned. As the article author states, the region was not among the top-priority and attractive 
settlement areas for the Franciscans, who usually chose crowded and wealthy cities. In Hungary, the first records about 
Franciscans appeared in the mid-1220s. In 1238, a separate Hungarian province of the Order was formed; however, 
Friars Minor came to the northeastern outskirts much later, not earlier than the second half of the X V century. According 
to the author, the golden age of the Franciscans in Hungary dates back to the XV-XVI centuries. Both threads of the 
Order of Friars Minor established monasteries in the northeastern counties of Hungary. The conventuals had their 
monastery in Beregsas, and the observers stayed in Sevlush. Among the Franciscan patrons, the baronial (Nyalab) branch 
of the ancient Pereni lineage can be found; its representatives set up a Franciscan monastery in Sevlush on Mount Kanko 
in the late XV century. Like other Catholic centers, Franciscan monasteries fell into decay with the spread of the 
Reformation. The monks moved to safer monasteries, and the Order leaders did not relinquish their intention to return 
the lost estates and lands. At the turn of the XVI-XVII centuries, the first grounds for the revival of Franciscan activity 
appeared at the northeastern boundary of Hungary. For various reasons, Polish monks in Stropkov could not involve 
large areas in missionary work, and Italian monks failed to adapt to a multi-ethnic and often hostile environment. In 
1651, the Franciscans’ diligent work and the Pereni family’s support contributed significantly to restoring their Sevlush 
monastery.  
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Ferdinandus rex ad preces magnifici Joannis de Peren citari iubet magnificum Franciscum de Peren, qui circa 
festen b. Martini, a 1544 honorabilem Thomam presbiterum tune plebanum oppidi Zewlews in comitatu Wgocha primo 
captivari et dein unacum rebus omnibus captum ad castrum suum NagH Ida in comitatu Abawywar abduci et asportari 
fecit. 

[ETE, IV, k., 530 531 p.] 

Ferdinandus etc. 
Reerende, venerabis ac egregii fideles dilecti. Volumus et committimus vobis, ut iuxta clementem concessionem 

nostram religiosis fratribus monasterii Posoniensis quinquaginta florenos, fratribus Tyrnaviensibus triginta duos florenos, 
fratribus de Papa quinquaginta florenos et fratribus de Berekzaz triginta duos florenos in elemosinam ex camera nostre 
Hungarice vestre administrationis proventibus persolvi et enumerari curetis, nostrum in eo expressam et clementem 
executuri voluntatem. Date in arce nostra regia Posoni, die decimal Februarii, anno etc. quinquagesimi, regnorum 
nostrorum Romani vigesimo, ceterorum vero vigesimo quarto. 

Ferdinandus.   Ad mandatum domini regis proprium  
     Philippus Breynner 
     Melchior v. Hoberckh 
     S. Sigmar 
     Bta Dunant 

[ETE, V, 298 p.] 

Ferdinandus divina faente clemencia Romanirum Hungarie, Bohemie etc. rex semper augustus etc. 
Egregii fideles nobis dilecti. Intelledimus vos claustrm fratrum monachorum, ordinis sancti Francisci, in oppido 

nostro Beregzaz fundatum munire et fortificare velle. Quod, si ita est, factum vestrum vergit contra publicam tocius regni 
nostril Hungarie constitucionem, nostramque authoritatem, sine cuius graciosa annuencia nemini licet fortalicium 
quodpiam erigere. Proinde fidelitati vestre harum serie firmiter, sub gravissime indignacionis nostre pena mandamus et 
fortificacione predici claustri cessare, ac si quid hactenus forte edificassetis, demoliri et destruere debeatis. Nam alioqui 
certi sitis, nos non passuros, ut vos contra publicam ordinacionem nostramque graciosam concessionem fortalicium 
aliquod erigatis. Secus pena sub premissa nequaquam facturi.  

Datum Vienne duodecima mensis Julii anno Domini millessimo quingentesimo quinquagesimo tercio. 
Ferdinandus  

      Nicolaus Olahus, 
      Strigoniensisetc. 

[ETE, IV, k., 282 p.] 
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