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Lo 6yno notim?..

A notim Byno TakKe, WO KpaLle 1 He 3raayBaTu. AK TiIbKK
cepep, roctei ceaTa 3'aBuBcA bewkeTHUK Makc, yci 3aBmepan. He-
BiAOMO 6yn0, WO BiH CbOrogHi MOXKe BCTPYrHYTU. Ane, AK He
ANBHO, MaKc NOBOAMBCA Ay»Ke NPUCTONHO. BiH HaBiTb ogArHeHUM
6yB, K IMYNTb BUXOBAHOMY KOTY. X0o4a AAKMM BiH BUXOBaHMI? HixTo
M HIKO/I B LLe He NoBipUTb. Yce, WO BiH BUTBOPAB AOHWUHI, 3MyLLY-
Ba/10 BBaXKaTW MOTro CTPAWEHHMUM HeLlKeTHUKOM i po3buiwakoto. |
LA penyTaLia 3aKkpinnaaca 3a HUM 34aBHa — Bifg, CAMOro Hapoa-
EeHHA.

Hapoansca Makc, COpPOMHO HaBiTb CKa3aTh, Ha 3BUYaAMHICiHb-
KOMY CMITHWUKY. BiH peTesibHO NpMXoBYBaB Lii CYMHi noapobuu,i
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cBOEi biorpadii. Ane xiba MmoxKHa Bif, KOrocb yTaiTv Te, Wo Hanu-
caHo B Tebe Ha nobi? HoBa oaera , y AKY BiH CbOroAHi BUpAANBCA,
HiKOro BBECTM B OMaHy He morna. Makc mir Hagaratm Ha cebe
6yAb-L10 Ta OA4HAKOBO 3a/1MLWABCA TUNOM NiA03piAnM i Henepea-
6auvyBaHMM. TOMy Yy NPUCYTHIX rocTe bynu BCi NiacTaBm oviKyBaTh,
LLLO LbOropiyHe CBATO OyAe NMOBHICTIO 3iNcoBaHe.

A Makca 3apa3 XxBW/1t0BanM 30BCiM iHWI npobaemu. BiH
LUYKaB Y BE/INKIlA, 3aN0BHEHI roctamu 3ani [3abenny. BoHa
060B’A3K0BO NOBMHHA byna cboroaHi TyT 3’aBUTUCH. [po Le nomy
A0MOBIB MOro NPOHUPAMBUIA MOMIYHMK-areHT. LLle BiH AoBigaBsca,
LLLO pa3om 3 I3abensiolo cboroAHi Ha CBATO Manu NPUNTK i piaHi.
Lia obcTtaBuHa n npumycnna MaKca B3ATU HaNpoOKaT HOBWUIA KO-
CTIOM, W06 HEe COPOMHO byno 3’ABUTUCHL IM Ha o4i. OcobamnBO BiH
XBU/IOBABCA Nepes 3ycTpiyyto 3 6aTbKom I13abennu, akui 6ys Bigo-
MUM Yy MiCTi aBOKaTOM.

He3Barkatoum Ha Te, Wo aaBoKaT LLura noxoams i3 nopoau
MULLIEN, BiH BiA3HAYaBCA AyXKe ropAoBUTUM XapaKTepom. LLnra
MaB HaMmip BigAaTh 3aMiXK CBOKO MONOALWY AOHbKY — TEHAITHY
MULLKY |3abenny, 3a cBOro cTaporo sHanmomoro — wypa Aara. Aar
OyB y»Ke B NiTax, afie Moro BiKk He MaB HifIKoro 3HayeHHs. Lle akpa3
MeHLLUe 3a Bce xBuatoBano LLury. lonosHe, wo Aar sonoais 6es-
niyyto ¢pabpuK, 3aBoAiB Ta YNCAEHHMX NOMICTb. LLLo 1 roBopuTy,
[Oar 6ys 6araTiem, a TOMy 1 NEPLUMM KEHUXOM Y MicTi, 60 BXKe Tpu
POKM AK 3aNMLLNBCA BAIBLLEM.

Makc npo ue aobpe 3HaB, byayun HeENoraHMM NPUBATHUM
AEeTeKTMBOM. Komy K, AK He omy, Byno 3HaT1 nNpo BCi noapobuu,
CBITCbKOTO XMUTTA B IXHbOMY HEBE/IMYKOMY MICTEUKY? 3BMYAMNHO,
MaKc po3ymiB, LLLO MOro NOXOAMKEHHSA 1 TenepilwHA npodecia He
AaBanu 6araTo WaHCiB Ha NPUXMIbHICTb YapiBHOT I3abennun. Ta Bce
X BiH cnogiBaBcs Ha ycnix. Xoya 6 Tomy, wo 3HaBs I3abenny 3 gu-
TMHCTBA, 6aBNAYMCH i3 HEIO Ta 3 IHLWMMM CYCiACBKMMMU MaJIlOKaMM B
anTadi irpu.

Migsan, y AKOMy meLllKana pogmHa Makca, 3HaxoamMBcA Heno-
Aanik Big Benunkoi cagmbu agsokaTta LLurun. Mparouncb, maneya He
pa3 3abupanaca yepes BUCOKY 3aropoxky Ao nomicta wypa Aara.
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BiH TOAj TiNbKM-HO NOYK-
HaB cBOO ¢iHaAHCOBY Ai-
AnbHictb. Cnyru Aara
YaCTEHbKO BUrAHANN
Mannx 6eLKeTHUKIB i3
pO3KilWHoro cagy ¢piHaH-
CUCTa, Aie BOHU NOTalKu
nacysanu ppyKtamm.

LLie Big, Tiei nopu
MakKc He3nto6mB Lwypa i
LLLOpa3y HamarascA
BNALUTYBATM MOMY fAKiCb
HenpuemHocTi. To Buma-
NIIOE Ha NapKaHi [ara
MOro KapukaTypy, a To 1
npunuwe nig MantoH-
KOM HEeNnpuUcTomHe
cnisue. [ar 3poragyBasca, una To poboTa, ane BniimaTn 3/10BMUC-
HMKA HA rapAaYoMy He Mir.

Makc, 6yayum BXKe NPUBATHUM LETEKTUBOM, YCE X 3a/U-
LIaBcA po36buLLaKoo, 3a WO M He A0106/10BaNM MOTO KUTeNi
micTa. HixTo ocob6au1Bo He BipMB y 1M10Oro 34i6HOCTI AeTeKTUBa, i, Ma-
6yTb, TOMYy MakKc cuais 6e3 poboTun. 3aTe BiH MaB AOCUTb BiIbHOTO
yacy, AKM BUTPaydaB Ha 36ip iHbopMaLii Npo BCix, XTO MOro Lika-
BmB. OcobmBo npo Lury Ta [lara. A konm Makc gisHascs, Wwo o¢i-
HaHCUCT HamipuBcAa B3ATM cobi 3a ApYyKMHY Moro I3abenny, To
30BCiM NpuiAWOB y Bigyan. BiH npucarHysca o60B’A3K0BO 3/10BUTH
diHAHCKCTa Ha AKOMYCb 3/104MHI | HAZOBrO 3aCaAMUTU 3a I'PATHU.

[0 CBATKOBOI 3a/11 NPOA0BKYBa/M NpubysBaTu rocti. Hesao-
B3i B LULMPOKOMY OTBOPI NapagHUx ABepen 3’aBnaocs i cimeincTeo
apBokarta LWWurn. Cam rnasa cimeiictea byB Y HOPHOMY CMOKIHTY,
rNaZiko NPUYeCcaHunii, a MOro OKpPyrai peTenbHO MNOro/eHi LOKK
NPSAMO JINCHINW, We Binblue NigKpecaoYm NOBaXKHICTb CBOrO Xa-
3AiHa.

MakKc He 6aumns npubyTTa cimencraa LLiurn, 60 noro yeary
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3apa3 NpMBEpPHYAA iHWa
obcTaBuHa. I3 npotTunexk-
HUX ABEpPEN 3anM AKpas
BUKOTUAM Bi30OYKA 3 BE/IU-
KMM CBATKOBMM TOPTOM.
Bisok wrtoBxanun aga bynb-
noru B nipeax. Makca He
TaK 3aLikaBWB cam TOPT,
AK oguH i3 bynbgoris. Mig
nispeeto cnyrm Makc yni-
3HaB A0CUTb BiAOMOro
6aHaunTa i3 wankm Nepe-
BepTHA. Lle BiaKpuTTA Tak
34AMBYBa/I0 MOTO, LLO BiH
HaBiTb NPOMYCTUB MUTb
nosasu cimercraa LLuruy,
X04Y came 3apaau uboro m
3’ABMBCA Ha CBATI.

«dna voro Kmux
(came Tak 3Bann 6aHaUTA)
BUPAAMBCA Y N1iBPEIO Ta yAa€ i3 cebe NpUCNyKHUKa?» — 34UBY-
BaBcA Makc.

Lle Momy BuAanochb ayxe nigospinum. BiH 3HaB muxa, ak
npocTtoro 6aHAWTa, cninoro BUKOHaBLsA BoAi [epeBepTHA. BiH He-
CNPOMOXKHMI BYB A0 AKMXOCb NepeBTiIeHb, TOMY /liBpea Ha Kpe-
me3HoMmy KMUXy BUrnagana HenpmpoaHo. byna BoHa 3aTicHoOO
ONA HbOTO M Ae-He-Ae HaBiTb MOMITHO NOTpPiCKanace.

Bi30oK i3 TOpTOM KOTMBCA Ha3ycTpiy cimencTBY aABOKaTa. BoHu
AKPa3 HabAUXKaNUCb 40 cepeanHn 3anK1. 33 BUCOKOLO, LUMPOKOHO
cTaTypoto *mmxa Makc He 6aumB ix. Kpagbkoma HabAM3MBLUUCH
3334y A0 *Kmuxa, BiH MOMITMB, AIK Yy TOrO0 BUNMMPAE CXOBaHa niA Ni-
Bpe€to 36pon. Tenep MaKc 0CTaTOYHO NEepPeKOHABCA B TOMY, LLO Ba-
TaXOK WanKkn — NepeBepTeHb — 3HOBY FOTYE Ha LlbOMY CBATI
AKUNCb COpNpu3.

BaTara NepeBepTHsA BiA3Ha4Yanacb XXOPCTOKICTHO | A4aBHO Ha-
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BOAMNA ¥Kax Ha *utenis micta. 0cobamBo BiH Nont0614B HanaaaTu
Ha ropoAsH Aecb Y KiHoTeaTpax YM Ha puHKax. MorpabysasLun
TaKMM 3yXBasIMM cnocobom ycix NpucyTHix, NepeBepTeHb 3HNKaB
TaK CaMo panToBo, AK i 3’ABNABCA.

CBOE Npi3BUCbKO BiH OTPMMAB NPU A0CUTb KYMeAHUX 06CTa-
BMHaX. Y AeHb MOro HapoAKEeHHA MOI04a HeLOoCBiAgYeHa aKy-
LepKa nepeBepHya JII0IbKY 3 HEMOBIAM, | Ma/IlOK FrenHyBCA Ha
Kam’AaHy gonisky. Toaji 3ganocs, Wo BiH po36usca Ha cmepTb, ane B
LbOro ANTATHU, AK BMABMAOCA, Nnonepeay byno we 6arato cnpas.
[JocteMeHHO HeBigoOMO, ane, MabyTb, came i3 L€l NOpM HOBOHA-
poaKeHu He3ntobus yce Nt0ACTBO, | TENep MCTUBCS, AK Mir. A
040 NPi3BUCbKA, TO BOHO MOMY HaBiTb NoA06a10Ch.

«HeBrke HaxabHuin MepeBepTeHb 3BaXKMBCA HA rpabiXK Takoro
6aratontogHoro 3ibpaHHA? CboroAHi * y Win 3ani 3ibpanucs
MaWKe BCi XXUTeNi MmicTa pa3om i3 noro mepom», — nogymas Makc.

HenoBro nosaraBLKCb, BiH KMHYBCA A0 KMUXa, LWLOCUAM




LUTOBXHYBLUM MOro Ha Bi30OK i3 TOPpTOM. KMUX, 3aHYPMBLUUCH FON0-
BOIO B TOPT, KyMmeAHO BiadopKyBaBcsa KpemoBnumn bpuskamu. [py-
rMIA BNACHUK NliBpei, AKUN TAaKOXK He BYB CXOXKWUM Ha NPUCNTYIKHUKA,
no4yaB BUCMWUKYBATW 3-Mia TicHOT niBpei 36poto. Ane MaKc He Hane-
YKaB A0 TIiEl KaTeropii KOTiB, AKi cnoYyaTKy Aobpe AymatoTb, a NOTiM
yKe Wocb pobasaThb. BiH UMHMB sikpa3 HaBnaku. Ocb i Tenep, He
PO34AYMYHOUM, BiH LUTOBXHYB Apyroro 6aHauTa Ha *Kmuxa, i BOHM
pa3oMm, Najatoum, NiAWTOBXHY/IN Bi3OYKA.

| TyT MaKc nob6auus, WO Bi30YOK i3 TOPTOM 36UB 3 Hir 0TOpPO-
ninoro Wury. AgBOKaT renHyBCA B TOPT, MOTOHYBLUW B HbOMY
MaliKe 3 roN10Boto. bpnskn Kkpemy o6aanm poHTaHOM APYHKUHY
LLurn i 3abpyaHMAN po3KilHe NAaTTa nepenskaHoi I3abennu.
Makc we Bctur nobaumnTu, Ak LLivra cunkysaBca nigsectuca 3
TOpPTa, ase 3HOBY NaAaB TyAM, 30BCIM y¥Ke NepemMacTUBLLMACH.

Hy, a noTim noyanoca wocb HeMMOBIpPHE. YCi MPUCTYKHUKN
nospueanu i3 cebe niBpei M 3UNHUAN CTPINAHUHY, He po3bupato-
4YnCb Ae CBOI, a Ae YyKi. Makc Haye HaBiKeHUN meTaBcA cepe ne-
penAKaHUX rocTen i TakoX CTpiNAB. BiH gy*Ke po3cepamBcs Ha
6aHay MNepeBepTHA, 60 came Yepes HUX 3ipBaIUCh YCi MOro Cbo-
rogHiwHi nnanu. CTpinsHMHa morna NpoAoBXKYBaTUCL A0Bro, AKOK
He NOoNiLEeNChbKi, Wo Npnbyan Ha WwWym. BoHU WBMAKO HaBenun nopsa-
[OK, 3aapeLuTyBaBLUM BUHYBATLIB LbOro 6esnaay.

AIK He AMBHO, ane 3aTPUMaHMM BUABMBCA 0aMH Makc, 60
WwankKa MepeBepTHA AeCb PanToBO 3HMKAA. MaKcy HagZinu Hapyy-
HUKM | HaYe 3104NHUA NOBENU Yepes 3aa 40 BUXOAY, NPUKPU-
BAIOYM apeLUTaHTa Bif PO3/Il0OYEHUX rocTel ceATa. BoHu 6ynum
BNeBHeHI, Wo came MaKcC y4MHUB Ui 3aBOPYLUEHHA i HE Xaninum ro-
CTpux, 06pas3nnBMx cniB Ha Moro agpecy. Makc Kpaem oka nobaums
AK LWWura, BMbpaBLIKCh, HapeLwTi, 3 TopTa, NOrPo3unB y NMoro 6iK Ky-
NIAKOM.

LLlo K, MabyTb TaK i NOBUHHO BYNO 3aKiHYNTUCH LEe CBATO.
Xoua 6 Tomy, Wo Ha Hbomy ByB NPUCYTHIM HenepeabayvyBaHMM
belwKeTHMK Makc.

10



BiasaxHUMA NOMIYHUK AeTeKTuBa
Makca

Ob6epeXkHOo CTynaroum Ha Kpyrai CAnM3bKi KamiHLi, nepebu-
paBCA Ha NPOTUAEKHUI Beper BypXnMBOI PiukKN KPOoanK MNeTuk. BiH
3 OCTPaxoMm Mornsa4as Ha po3bypxaHy Teuito. MNeTnKy meHLwe 3a Bce
XOTi/IOCA 3apa3 ONMHUTUCL B XONI04HIM BOAi. Ane Taka BXKe B HbOTO
6yna Baava. 3aBXAM, AKLLO BiH YOrocb He xo4ye — BOHO 060B’A3-
KOBO TpanuTbcA. OCb i LbOro pasy BiH MOCKOB3HYBCA 1 ONMHUBCA
no WK y BOAi, Y HANrnmbwomy micui piyku. MNeTuk 3ibpascs,
6yno, No3BaTh KOrocb Ha gonomory. Ane Hikoro 6113bKo He 6yno,
a HaMroNoBHile — BiH HE MaB NpaBa 34i1MmaTn reanT, 60 nosep-
TABCA B MiCTO 3 TAEMHOTO 3aBAaHHA.

MNeTnK noBepTaBCA i3 CYCigHbOro MicTeyKa, Ae BUKOHYBAB 3a-
BAAHHA CBOro HavyasbHMKA i NapTHepa — aetektmea Makca. BiH
PO3LYKYBaB Y TOMY MICTEUYKY HECMPOCTOBHI AOKa3M Ha HENPABO-
MipHi aii ixHboro Heapyra Jara. [loka3u Taki 3Hanwnuca. MNpasaa,
ix HeobxigHo byno wWe A04aTKOBO NepeBipnTh, ane NeTuk BXe no-
cniwas nopagysatv MakKca. BiH 3aBXKAM, BUKOHYOUM A0OPYYEHHA
abo 6yab-aKy BignosiganbHy poboTy, AyXKe nocniwas. La noro no-
CNILWHICTb YacTOo 3aKiHYyBanacb Ana MNeTnka KoHdy3om. HanesHe,
TOMY cepea, CBOiX KOJIer BiH NOCTiMHO 6yB 06’€KTOM 415 HACMILLOK.

CxonuBLUMCH 32 BEIMKUI CIN3bKUIM KaMiHb, [eTUK HapewTi
Bnbpasca 3 Boaun, o6Tpycmeca n 6e3nopaHO 03MPHYBCA HAaBKPYTH.
3Haxo4mMBCA BiH AKpa3 nocepeauHi pivyku. NosepTtaTncb Ha3ag
6yno 6e3rny3ano, i Mep3HyTM MOKPMM Ha KAMEHi TaKOX He XOTi-
noca. NeTuk e pas i3 0CTpaxom NOrAAHYB HA TEMHY XON04HY
Teuito i obepexkHO nepecTpnbHYB Ha APYrKiA KamiHb. Mepenaur-
HYBLUW L, HAa OAMH KaMiHelb, BiH 3HOBY MOCKOB3HYBCA, 3a4piboTiB
KyMeAHO Nankamu, HaBiTb XanibHO CXNMNHYB i, 3BUYAHO, LLLe pa3
NAOXHYBCA B PiUKy. Llboro pasy Boga Hakpuna 1oro 3 rososoto.
MeTnkK He BBaXkaB cebe rapHUm nnasLem. HaBnaku, BiH NaHIYHO
60ABCA BOAM, TOMY, Y)Ke He 3BepTatouM yBarn Ha CEKPETHICTb CBOET
Micii, roN10CHO 3aB0O/1aB:
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— Jonomoxitb!
Pa-tynte-e-el..

Ha noro wacta
Henoanik y uto
paHHI0 roguHy pmnba-
1B cTapuit 6o6ep Ha
npissucbko CtoBobYyp.
MoyyBLWM HECAMOBM-
TUI KPUK i noba-
YMBLLM, AK XTOCb
60opcaeTbcA No Wno
y Boaj, CtoBbyp 3aKu-
HYB NOTOMAYOMY Ki-
Heub A0Broi
BY/4,04KM, pO3paxoBa-
HOI Ha 10BM BEAUKOI
LWYKKW. MAYOK BYA0UKH
3a4enmBecA 3a pyKas
oaexiMNeTtuKa, i
606ep 3i cnpuUTHICTIO
A0CBiAYEHOrO pu-
6aNKM BUCMUKHYB
noro Ha 6eper. Oc-
KilbKM BPATOBAHMI NPOAOBXKYBaB ro/I0CHO peneTtyBaTtu, To CToB-
Oyp e 1 CTYKHYB MOro No ro/ioBi TOBCTUM LLiIMKOM, 06 TOM
3amoBuYaB. bo fka moxe byTn pubonosaa nicna NogibHOro Kpuky?

— Tuxo, monoau yonosive! Yoro Tak wymitn?.. — 6obep Bia-
Yenus Bif, pyKaBa NOCTParXKAanoro ravyok i, Hapewri, ynisHas lMe-
TMKa. — O, Ta e K Hall K3HAMEHUTUIN AeTEKTUBY», — He be3
3HYLLAHHA B r0N10Ci NPOMOBMB BiH. — TK Wo, NeTunKy, Haaymas Ky-
natmca? XonogHo K, MabyTb...

—Ta pgo voro TyT KynaHHA?! — [eTuk, nauratoum Ha micu,i, wo6
3irpiTMcb, NoYaB 3HIMaTU 3 cebe MOKpUIA oaar. — AKNIA aypeHb
byae KynaTuca B TaKuii xonoa?...

— OT0%-60, i A Tak Agymato... — CToBOYp B3sABCA AOMNOMaraTm
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NOCTPAXOAN0MY BUKPYUYBATU OLEMNKY.

— fl, KONK xo4eTe 3HATK, — ONPaABAOBYBABCA AaNi MOMIYHUK
OEeTeKTMBA, — MOBEPTaOCA 3 TAEMHOMO 3aBAAHHA...

TyT BiH HAa MUTb 3aTHYBCA, PO3YMItOUM, LLLO TAaK MOXKEe BUAATH
iXHi 3 MaKkcom ceKkpeTu. Ane Biapasy X NpPoOAOBXKMB:

— A nay... i3 nobayeHHA. PosymieTe?

— TaK, Tak, YoMy K He 3po3ymiTn? CnpaBa mosioaa. A TaKoX
KO/IUCb B3AB cObi APYKMHY i3 cycigHbOro micteyka, — 60bep, no-
CMixarumncb, gonomir MNMeTnky ogArHyTMChb. — Ane 8 *KO4HOro pasy
He NAUras y BOAY B O4EXKi.

Pubonosna cborogHi 6yna 3incosaHa. CtoBbyp 3ibpas By-
[OYKMN, Bigpo 3 HebaraTum yn10BOM, | BOHM Pa3om NONpPAMyBaan
A0 MicTeukKa.

HactynHi npuroau rope-
AeTeKTusiB

Big noTyHOro yaapy Aepes’aHi ABepi roTe/IbHOro HOMepy
PO3CMMANMCA Ha APi3KK, | B KiIMHATY BBipBaBCA CNOYATKY ACKPABUMA
NPOMIiHb NliXTapWKa, a NOTIM 3aCKO4YMB TyaM K1 cam Makc. 3axonneHi
3HeHaubKa NoCToANbL PO3rybi1eHo Kninanm o4nma, NpUKpmUBato-
YMCb KOBAPAMM.

— 3annwaTncb Ha cBoix micuax! — npoayHas rpisHui ronoc
AeTeKkTuBa.

CTapLumi iHCNEKTOP KPMMIiHANbHOI NOAiLIT OKpyry, Nt0AMHA
BXKE NITHbOrO BiKY, i MOr0 APYXKMHA 3aTPEMTITM Y CBOIX NiXKKAX, OYi-
KYHOUM HAUCTPALLHILIOrO.

Makc yBipBaBca ctogm No HaBeAeHHI CBOro BipHOro NOMiIu-
HWKa lMNeTrKa. Ton, BUKOHYHOUN JOPYYEHHSA AETEKTMBA, Ai3HaBCA,
LLLO B LLbOMY roTeni Hibn 36upatoTbca Ha TAaEMHI Hapaau MNepesep-
TeHb Ta piHaHcKucT dar.

Came Tak! NeTnk yneBHeHO AoBoAMB, WO MNepeBepTeHsb i3
Jarom 3agymytoTb CBOI 310BICHI N1aHK Tenep pasom.

Lla HoBMHa Tak 0bpaayBana Makca, Wo BiH HaBiTb He cnpoby-
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BaB NepeBipuTM NOBIJOMAEHHA NOMIYHUKA. Mac AaBHO MpifB Bia-
LIYKATM KOMNPOMAT Ha HEHaBUCHOTO piHaHcKCTa. [epeBepTeHb
TAKOXX HAATO AO0Bro rynsae Ha BOAi. | 0Cb BOHO — HapewwTi 34iNCHU-
nocal!

HagiBlIK nicToNETa Ha NepensaKaHoro iHcnekTopa, MakKc yBi-
MKHYB Yy KiMHaTi cBiT/10. KapTKHa, WO BiAKpMAaca Moro o4am, npum-
roIOMWNANA CULWMKA. BeanomivyHi Hemonoai Ntan TpemTinn y CBOIX
NiXKKax, NpuKpmBatoumcb KoBapamu. CTapLinii iHCNEeKTop HaBiTb
noYaB rMKaTu Big nepenaxky. Makc ogpasy X ynisHaB CTapLUOro iH-
cnekTopa. Ton He Tak AaBHO BUMaras, Wwob y Makca Bigibpanu ni-
LLeH3it0 NPpMBATHOrO AeTEKTMBA. | TiIbKM HacTinAMBE NPOXaHHA
Komicapa noniuii ixHboro micta bypa, Aknn gobpe 3HaB Makca,
ypATyBana oro Big, HEMUHYyYoro 6e3pobitTa.

Y U0 MUTb A0 KiMHaATK BBipBaBcA M NeTuK. BiH TaKoX BOMOB-
HMYO LLOCb BUKPMKYBAB, PO3Maxytoum niCToNeToM.

3peLuToto, CTapLmMi iHCneKkTop ynisHas Makca Ta noro au-
BaKa-Nomi4yHWKa. BiH nepecTaB rmkaTn n NoTArHyBCA 40 TenedoHy.
| TyT MaKc 3p03yMiB, LLLO TeNep MOro B¥Xe HiXTO i Hilo He BPATYE.

Bigpasy x nicna tenepoHHOT pO3MOBM iHCMEKTOPA NpMMYana
noniyis. Y rotenbHUM HOMep, 3aXeKaBLMCb, BNETIB Komicap noniu,i
Byp. BucnyxaBLlum Bif, CTapLLOro iHCNeKTopa BCe, Wo ToM AyMmaB
npo HKx i3 MaKkcom, Komicap HeramHo 3abpas y NPUHULLKAOTO
Makca cBiaoUTBO NPUBATHOrO AETEKTMBA | MPOrHaB MOro reThb.

Ycnig, 3a npucopomneHnm MaKcom KiMHaTy 3a/IMLWNB TaKOXK
YKiHeUb NpuUrHiveHmn MNeTumk.

— Ocb T06i TBOA po3BiakKal.. Ocb i MNepeBepTeHsb i3 arom!.. —
NPUMOBAAKOYMN, AaBaB TYMakKiB cnaHTennyeHomy MNetnky Makc. —
Yepes Tebe, aypHto, s 3aanwmneca 6e3 pobotu! Akmin copom! 3
MeHe Tenep b6yab-AKUIN HiKuema 3MOoKe rny3yBaTH...

— Jlerwe, He 6t meHe no ronosil.. — npocuscs MeTuK. — Tn x
3HAEL, WO MO rooBi 6UTKM He MOXKHa. HeBXe ANA LbOro BaXKKO
BiALWYKaTK iHWe micue?

— Hi, s 6yay 6utn Tebe came no TBOIM AypHil rosiosi. Moxe,
TOAi TV 3p03yMi€EL, Lo bpexaTv —noraHo, TUM BinbLie — cCBOEMY
Ha4Ya/IbHUKOBI !
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— A 5 11 He 6pexas. Mpo 3ycTpiy MNepeBepTHA 3 [larom A Ai-
3HaBCA 3 HaAiNHWUX axKepen, — orpusasca MNeTuk.

— | WO TO 33 «HaAAiIMNHI AXKepena»? — NPOAOBNKYBAB rAMCE/INTH
noro Makc.

— Mpo ue po3nosigana copoka MNpusa. Tu XK 3HaewW ii? — MNeTuk
NPUKPUB ronoBy nowapnaHum noptpenem, wob Makc HeHapoKom
Moro He npnbue. — A 3ab6ir yuopa Ha APMAPOK KYNUTK B HET Ha-
CiHHA, wWob nonysatu B 3aciay,i. A HelWoAaBHO BUYUTAB Y ra3eTi, Lo
rapby3oBe HaCiHHA rapHO A0NOMara€ akTMBHI PoboTi MO3Ky. A
pn3a 3aBXamM 3HAE NPO BCi HOBUHMU B MICTI...

— 3HaMLWWOB KOro cNyxaTu, CTapy COPOKY. Ta BOHa Take MoXKe
NpPUAYMaTH, WO HOPMasbHIN icTOTi 1y ronoBy He npuiige. — Makc
HapeLwwTi nepecTtas 6MTK MeTuKa. — | WO, TM B 3aciaui Tenep Ny3aeLl
HACiHHA? T X04 PO3yMIELL, O TAaKMM YUHOM 3anMWAELW cnign? Hy
M NOMIYHMK Yy MeHe!.. — MaKc y po3nayi NpuciB Ha NaBKy.

— |l Yyoro ™1 TaK nepenmacLuca? — MNeTuK BAaALWITYBaABCA NOPYM i3
HUM. BiH 3pasy X AicTaB i3 KULWEHi }KMEHIO HAaCiHHA 1 NoYaB Ny-
3aTW, CMAYHO NAsSIMKatoum rybamun. — HaciHHAa moxke ny3atm byab-
XT0. Xiba A ogMH y MiCTi LMM 3alMatocb?

— [AKyto, TM MeHe 3acnoKois, — MaKc, BigBEPHYBLUKUCH Big, Mo-
MiYHMKa, 0OMipKOBYBaB CUTYyaLto, LLO cKnanaca. bes niyeHsii
Momy Tenep HiaK He BnopaTuca 3 [lJarom.

MeTuk, o6pasmBLLMNCL Ha CBOrO Weda, TAaKOXK BiACYHYBCA Bif,
HbOTO Ha Kpan NaBKWU. HaBKOMI0 HbOTO Ay*Ke WBUAKO BUPOCAA Kyna
NYWNUHHA, ane MNeTuK Ha ue He 3BepTaB yBaru.

3aTe NYWNUHHAM 3aLiKaBMBCA ManeHbKUIN KyanaTUM Necuk,
L0 AKpa3 BMUOIr 3-3a KyLL,iB.

—laB, ras, — NiAHAB ranac Nnecuk, NAnrarym Haskono MeTuka.

— Biguenuco Big meHe, manaBko, — [MeTuk Bigbueasca Big ne-
CVKa, ane gapma.

— [JobpunaeHb Bam, — nouyau Metmuk 3 Makcom XpunaysaTuit
ronoc.

[0 HMX i3-3a KyLLiB NiginwoBs ctapuii nec. BiH 6yB i3 TpocTu-
HO'O, Y LUMPOKOMOAIN WAANi Ta B 4OBromy nanbto. Makc ynisHas y
LbOMY AMBAKY KONUCH AYXKe BiJOMOro, HaBiTb 3HAMEHUTOrO CH-
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WKMKa 3ara.

— MorkHa 6inqa Bac
TPILWKM NepenoynTm? —
3ar ciB nopyu i3 MaKkcom,
AicTaB i3 NOTepTOi WKipAa-
HOT CYMKM NItO/bKY 1 3a-
AvmiB. — AK TBOi cnpaBu?
— 3BEPHYBCA BiH A0
Makca. — A uyB, Wo B
Tebe BUHMKAKN Npo-
onemu.

— € TpOLWKMN, — Big-
nosis Makc.

Bin 6yB 3a1BOBa-
HUMN, WO CTapui cniguni
LLLE KMBWM i HA BUTNAL,
[ocuTb baabopuii. Mpo
3ara gaBHO He 6y/0 Hifa-
KMX 3BICTOK, TOoMy MaKc
6yB yneBHeHWN, Lo TOoM
BXKE AL aBHO Nomep.

— 3 niueHsieto B
MeHE TaKOX TPanAsaAnCb
HEMNPMEMHOCTI, — 3ar LWe aKTMBHILle 3a4UMiB N0/IbKOKD. — A KOAUCb
nopaxyBaB CKiZIbKK pasiB 3abupanyu B MeHe NiueHsito, i BUALLNO
piBHE Yncno — aecatb. A 3 To60t0, HACKiIbKKM MeHi Bigomo, ynepuue
TaKe Tpanunochb?

Makc ay»Ke 34MBYyBaBCS, 3BiAKWN LLEeN CTapuit yxKe Ai3HaBcA
npo NiueHsito, agxKe ii BigHANM Y HbOTro BYKBa/IbHO Ti/IbKU-HO.

—Tu He amByca Mmoit 06i3HAHOCTI, — NPOAOBIKYBaB He-
cniwHo 3ar. — Komicap byp — milt aBHin npuaTeNnb, TOUHIWeE — Min
y4Y€Hb, TOMY A 3HAtO NPO BCi HOBMHW B MICTi. AKLLO TV He NpOTH, TO
A MOroBOPIO 3 HUM WOA0 TBOIX Npobnem. [lobpe?

Crapui, He gaswu onam’aTatucb Makcy, NigHABCA 3 1aBKM,
[iCTaB i3 KMLWeHi rapHUiA, 03406/1eHNI CpibIOM HAWWNIAHKUK | NoYaB
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nia3unBaTh NecuKka, AKUM 30B8CiMm 3amyumB lMeTuKa.

— [ly’Ke KpacuBUiA HAWMMWHUK, — 3aMBYBaBcA Makc, po3raa-
Aato4uu Crpasai yyaoBy piud.

— 0, A KynuB MOro B HOBOMY MarasuHi [lara, — cTapwii ynin-
MaB HapeLlTi HEBraMOBHOTIO NeCcMKa, HaAiBLWM Ha HbOro HaLIUM-
HUK. — | XO4a Len A3ura He 3aCNyroBye Ha TaKy KOLITOBHY pid, — 3ar
Hi’*KHO NOr/IaANB MECKKa, — YCE X A He BTPMMaABCA 1 Kynus. Lo X,
byBaliTe 340p0OBI, — NOMNPOLLABCA CTapMi Ta NOYBANAB aneeto. BiH
NOTArHYB 3a cObO0 NecrKa, AKOMY, CXoXKe, cnogob6anoch 3HyLWwa-
TMCA Hag MNeTukom.

—Tun uys? — cTpenenyBca Makc. — [lar BiAKpMB HOBMI mara-
3MH.

MeTuK HisK He BiapearyBas Ha Ue, 60 3HOBY NOYaB aKTUBHO
Nly3aTV HaciHHA. Moro BigBONIKAM Bif, LbOro 3aHATTA, TOMY Tpeba
6yN0 HaJONYKUTK NPOrasHe.

— NMpunuHK HapewTi ny3aTu wro rmaoTy! A cysopo 3abopoHato
To6i UMM 3aimaTtumcal — yrxKe 3aKpryas Ha NoMiYHKUKA Makc. — Tu
ninwe 6... rpus cyxapi, wo6 meHwe 6yno cmitTs!

Jlysath HaciHHa — ue Ayxe
KOpUCHe 3aHATTA

BeHTunAuinHMM Xig, akum npobupasca 3apa3s MeTuk, bys Ha-
CTiNbKW BY3€HbKMM, LLLO B HbOMY He Ti/IbKM PyXaTuUCb, ane h AnXaTu
6yn0 BaXKKo. [eTUK BigyyBaB, WO NPOTEpP YXKe PyKaBa Ha NiKTAX i
WTaHM Ha KoniHax. Malixke rogmHy BiH Naa3syBaB 3anayTaHUMMU
BEHTUNIALIMHUMM XO4aMKN HOBOTO cynepmapkeTy [ara. | ronosHe,
O LbOMY He 6y/10 HIAKOro NyTHbOro NOACHEHHSA. YoMy BOHM 3
MaKcom He MOru, fiK i BCi 3BUYalHI BigBiayBadi 3aTh ctogm
yepes gBepi? MoxHa nogymatu, wo [lar BapTye npu BXOAi 1 oui-
KYE INLLE HA HUX. Hibn B HbOro HeEMaE iHWKX, Binbl LiKaBUX
cnpas.

MeTuK yxKe 3ibpasca 6yno noBepHyTM Ha3aad, KON NoYvyB
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NpUrayLlweHi ronocu. Yepes pewwityacTte BiKOHLE BEHTUAALIMHOIO
X0A4y BiH po3raeais YHU3y ABi TeMHi nocTarTi.

Yepes BiKHO 3 BYML,i NPOHUKANO CBITNO0 BiA, ACKPaABOi pPeK-
namu. O4uH i3 NPUCYTHIX CUAIB Y KpicAi, a iHWMNA y HE3PYYHIN No3i,
3irHYBLINCb, CTOAB NOpPYY.

— AKWO BM MeHi He BipuTe, Toai 3anuTaiiTe xo4a 6 y LLmru.
Ller HacTMpHMin geTekTuns i 6e3 niLeHsii 3MoXxKe Ham 3HAaYHO Ha-
WKoANTU. MeHi CTano BigOMO, WO BiH CTapPaHHO LWYKAE HA MeHe
KOmMnpomar. A Te, W0 TPannaocCb Ha CBATI Xiba Bac He HAaCTOpPO-
XKye? Al He Bipto, WO BiH 3’ABMBCA TamM BMMNAaAKOBO. fl B3arani He
BiptO Y BUMNAAKOBOCTI, KOAM cCNpaBa CTOCyeTbcA Makca.

MeTuK, 3BUYaNHO, yni3sHaB cKpunyuunii ronoc Jara. BiH TinbKu
He Mir po3rnieaiTv, XTo CUANTL Y Kpichai, ane 6yB yneBHEHUN — Le
MepeBepTeHb. eTMK HaBITb NOXA/KYBaB, W0 3apa3 i3 HUM He
6yno Makca. Xalt 61 BneBHMBCS, LLLO MOro BipHWIA NOMIYHMK He no-
MWANABCA, A0MNOBiIga0YM Npo 3B’A30K iXHbOro Heapyra [lara 3 MNepe-
BEpTHEM.

A [lar npof,0B8KyBaB TUXO FOBOPUTU:

— 10 meHe AOX0AATb YYTKM, WO Len Haxaba xoye 3aBONOAITH
NPUXUNBHICTIO MOET HapeyeHoi — I13abennun, a e BXKe He XKapTu.
AKLW,O0 MOMY NOLWACTUTb, TO BUC/IM3HE 3 HALUMX TOYHILe — BallmnX
PYK yce nob6po LLurn. A B HbOro € YNIM NOXKMBUTUCL. MoXKeTe MeHi
noBipuTW... — [lar we HUXKYe 3irHyBca nepes roctem.

— AKWO BiH TaKUM y>Ke HaA0KYYIMBUI, TOAI YOMY BU OrO
TepnuTe? — no4ys, HapewTi, NeTuk ronoc MepeBepTHA.

— Po3ymieTe, TyT cnpasa AgenikaTHa, — [lar BunpAMmnBCA, Tpu-
Maru4MCb 3a nonepek. MabyTb, N03a, y AKiM BiH A0Bro 3HaxoAnBCA,
Aanaca B3HaKuW. Ta 11 3a BiKom ¢piHAaHCUCT ByB y»Ke He MONI0AEHb-
KMM, W06 A0Bro CTOATH, 3irHyBLUM CMMHY.

— CnpaBsa B TOMYy, — NPOA0B}KYBaB [lar, — L0 TOM KiT AyKe
CNPUTHUMI, | NiACTYNUTUCb 4,0 HbOTO Henerko. Moi areHTn He OguH
pa3 6ynun 611M3bkumm 4o Toro, Wwob BniimaTtu Moro. Ix BuBoAMB Ha
LiNb, AK HE AMBHO, MOr0 HEBAAXA-MOMIYHUK, AKUIA CKPIi3b 3a/INLLAE
3a cob0to Kyny NyWNUHHA. Ane Wwopasy AeTeKTUB CNPUTHO YHUKaB
3ITKHEHHA 3 MOIMM MOCNAHLAMM.
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MeTnK, NoYyBLWN NPO NYLWNUHHA, Nedb He nonepxHyscA. Mia-
CNYXOBYHOUM PO3MOBY, BiH He Mir cuAiTK 6e3 aina, i, AK 3aBXKAu,
Jly3aB HacCiHHA.

MouyBLUM AKMMCH LWYPXIT Nig cTeneto, CNiBpO3MOBHUKM 3a-
TUXAN.

— MabyTb, M1LWKa aecb WwWKpebeTbes, —3a0ragasca [ar.

— Y Balwomy HOBOMY CynepMapKeTi BXKe 3aBeIMca MULLI? —
He40BIpAMBO BiAgryKHYBCA NepeBepTeHb, NigHIMaumnCh i3 Kpicna.

— Anuxn! — noyynocb 3HOBY 3Bepxy, i [lepeBepTeHb, yKe He
PO34YMYIOYM, CXONUB CTifieLb i *KOYpHYB HUM Ha ronoc.

— On-1on-no-o-o-on! — 3akpmyas MeTunK, Nagao4m NPSAMO Ha
ronosu otoponinux [ara 3 NepeseptHem.

Kpicno Bce-Taku po36umao pewiTky BEHTUAALIMHOIO BiKHa.
BTim, nagas MeTrK BHU3 He O4MH. 33 HUM cuNanacb NyWNUHa BiA
HaCiHHA, 3acMNar4YM OYi ABOM CBiAKaM L€ npuroau.

LLBnaeHbKO NiaXonmMBLINCL, MOMIYHMK AEeTEeKTUBA NOCNIINB
A0 ABEpEMN, ane BOHW BUABUAUCH 3aUMHEHUMU. He po3aymytoun,
BiH BiALUTOBXHYBCA BiZ ABEPEN i CTPiMrosioB KMHyBCA nos3 [lara 3
MepeBepTHEM A0 BiKHA, a Yepes BiAYMHEHE BIKHO — Ha BY/INLIO...

3BMYaAMHO, WKOAQ, WO B MNeTnKa He Byno Yacy Ha po3aymu.
IHaKwWe BiH He Nnras 61 y BiKHO, AKE 3HAaXOANNOCh aX Ha Aecs-
TOMy noBepci byaisni. Ane Tenep BXe HiYOro He BAiELL.

«| LLLO BOHM TaM roBOpuMAM NPO NOMiYHMKaA MaKca Ta AKicb
KYNW NYLWNWUHHA? — LWe BCTUT, Nagatoun, nogymatu MNeTtuk. — Hesxe
BOHM Ma/in Ha yBa3i meHe? Hi, 1 npo nywnuHy gonosigat Makcy
He byay...»

CTpalLeHHWUI TypKIT Big, NagiHHA KMITIMBOTO MOMIYHMKA Ae-
TeKkTuBa po3byans, MabyTb, NONOBUHY MicTa. bo BnaB MeTukK He Ha
AKICb TaM NyXHACTi NOAYWHKK. BiH, npobuBLn NoKpiBao ogHoOMNo-
BepX0BOi Npnbya0BK, renHyBCA Ha KyMy My3MKaJIbHUX iIHCTPYMEH-
TiB, WO Hanexanun MmyHiumMnanbHOMy OpKecTpy. YpatyBano [eTuka
Te, WO BiH CNOYAaTKy BNaB Ha BennKoro 6apabaHa, 34inHABLIN ryp-
KIT Ta 4epeHYaHHA MigHUX TapinoK. MoTim yxe, NigcKaKyoumn, BiH
NMOKOTMBCA NO KNABiLWax POALD, 3BYK AKMX MO CUAI HE NOCTYNaBCA
rypkoty 6apabaHa. MeTuk B Tilh My3uLLi HaBiTb Y/IOBUB AKYCb Meno-
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Ait0, Ta NPUCNYXOBYBATUCh A0 Hel He byno yacy.

I3 BiKHa, 3 AKOro BiH BMNAaB, NOYyAMCA NOCTPINN. Tpumatoumnco
33 KULWeHi, wob He po3rybuTn 3anuLLIKK HAciHHA, MeTUK BUGIr Ha
BYNLLIO.

3a porom 6yanHKY Ha HbOro BXe YekaB Makc. MNocTpinm He
3MOBKanu, TOMY BOHM LIBUAEHBKO 3aX0OBAINCh Y KYLLi.

— Lo Tam Tpanunocb? — no4YaB gonuTyBaTUcb Makc, MiLHO
BTpUMYytoun lMNeTrKa, AKUIA yce Wwe NnopmuBaBca Kyanco 6irtn. —Tu
34iMHAB TaKMi Tapapam, Wwo po3byans, mabyTb, yce mictol..

— Lo Tpanunoce, wo Tpanunoce!.. — MeTuk, 3pewwToto, 3acno-
KOIBCA i Bigpasy XK AiCTaB i3 KMULEHI })XMeHI0 HaCiHHA. — Tn, nocu-
A4 MeHe Ha 3aBAaHHA, mir 6u gobpe Bce npogymatn! 3Haew,
AKi B [lara By3eHbKi BEHTUAALINHI xoan? BiH, MabyTb, HABMUCHE
3p0bUB iX TAKUMU TICHUMMU, LWOO A He 3yMiB NPONI3TH. A AK Tam
AYLWHO, TM Xou 3a0oraayewcs? OTox-60...

— MeHi He uiKaBo
C/lyXaTu NPO TBOI BNACHI
npobnemun. Posnosiaamn
WBKMALLIE, WO TM Tam YyB Ta
Koro 6auus.

| MeTuK i3 3a40BO-
JIEHHAM NOYaB PO3noBi-
0ATU, AKY HEBUMPABHY
NOMWAKY 3p0obumB TOAj
MakKc, Kapatoum Noro 3a
NoBiJOMNEHHA NPO
38’A30K [ara 3 MepeBepT-
Hem. Y HbOro e 1 A0Ci
HME NOTUANLA Big, TYMAKiB.
3apa3 Tam, Haropi MeTnkK
6a4mB CBOIMM 04YMMa, K
BOHW yABOX PO3MOBAANMN i
4yB, AK BOHM AOMOBAA-
JICb 3HELWKOANTH Oro —
Makca.
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— Tv Hivoro He nayTaew? BoHW po3moBAAnM NPO MeHe? —
MakKc cTpycuB i3 cebe nywnunHHA Big HaciHHA. — MoXKe, TU Yepe3
CBOE /ly3aHHA Hegobpe Wwocb NoyyB? A YOMYCb YNEBHEHUN, WO TH
M TaM 3a/IMLLMB rOpU NYLWINUHK?...

— fl NpeKkpacHo BCe 4yB, i He Yinnanca 4o Moro HaciHHA! —
MeTuK, Ny3atoum, Lwe ryyHiwe novyas NAAMKaTU. — FOBOPUIN BOHMU
TiNbKK Npo Tebe, TaK LLO MOKeLL YeKaTU HENPUEMHOCTEN. HeBi-
AO0MO, YoMy Yepe3 Tebe i A NoOBUHEH cTparkaaTu. Mpolen TM MeHi
3a poboTy AaBHO BXKe He BMNAaYyewW. A Tenep, Konu Tebe 3anum-
Wwmam 6e3 niueHsii, i norotie He byaew naatUTK. Toai, Xo4 He 3ab6o-
POHAN MeHi 1Iy3aTh HaCiHHA. AAKBW He BOHO, TO MeHi gosenocs 6
3HOBY PO3M0YaTM NAINTU. A TU K MOBUHEH 3HATU, AK Lie WKIigAMBO
ana 3popos’al | B3arani, TM xo4 TpoLWwKKM TypbyeLlca npo 340p0oB’s
CBOIX nignernnx?

— MNepecTaHb BEP3TM BCAKY HiCEHITHULIO, — BignosiB Makc,
HaNpPy»XeHo Po34yMyoYM Hag NoBigomaeHHAM lMeTuka. — Mu npu-
rotyemo ansa MepesepTHA Aobpy nacTtKy. Miwnu 3siacwu.

TTacTtka ana TlepesepTHa

CoHue nekno HemuaocepaHo, i MeTUK XoTiB 3aKpUYaTH Big,
60110 — TaKi CTParKAaHHA CNPUUYUHANM MOMY ONiKKU. Ane Hi
KpM4aTwn, Hi B3arani pyxaTucb BiH He MaB XXO4HOI MOXAMBOCTI, 60
6yB MiLLHO NpuB’A3aHKIA A0 CTOBOYpPa NOBa/IEHOro Ha 3eMt0 Ae-
peBa. | B3arani, nomy noku wo Tpeba 6ys0 nomosyaTu. Big ronosu
MeTnKa reH axk Ao achanbToBOI 4OPOrM TATHYBCA CTPYMOUOK i3
Moro HaciHHA. Yce ue 6yno YacTMHO XMTPO 3aaymaHoi Makcom
nacTtku ana NepeBepTHA Ta Moro BaTaru. | xou sk MNeTuk npyyasca
Ta NPOTECTyBaB NPOTM TAaKOro «My4poro» naaHy, ane Makc Hano-
Nir Ha CBOEMY.

Im cTano Bigomo, Lo HeJaneKko Big, Lboro micuga, 6insa Buco-
KOro po3snororo Ayby 3aB»au 36MparoTbca Ha TAaEMHI 3ibpaHHs Me-
peBepTeHb Ta Moro xnonui. Came TyT BOHM 3a4yMYHOTb YCi CBOI
NiACTYNHi NhaHW. A AopiXKKa 3 HACiHHA Mana 36UTK IX 3 NaHTEeNUKY
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Ta 3aMaHUTK came Clogm, 4,0 NoBasneHoro gepesa. [o TOro X, AK
Ti/IbKM BOHW NOBUXOAATH i3 MaLlMH, MeTUK NOBUHEH 34IMHATU WYM,
Wob HaneBHe NPUBEPHYTH IXHIO yBary.

3BMYaHO, MOXKHa byno Moro 1 He npmue’A3yBaTH A0 CTOB-
bypa, Ta BCe X TaK HafinHiwe, HanonAaras Makc, wob BiH, MNeTuk,
3N1AKaBLIMCb, YOro A06pPOro, 3aB4acHO He BTiK.

Te, wo nnaH MaKca mas cBOi HeaoNiKu, MNeTuK Nigo3ptoBas i3
CaMOoro No4yaTKy, a Tenep nepeKkoHaBCcA B LlbOMY OCTaTO4HO. 1o
ctoBbypa, Hibu rpatouncb Po34BOEHNUM A3MKOM, NigNOB3ana A0Bra,
3 BEJIMKOIO r0N10BOIO 3Misi. BOHa, cxorKe, AaBHO yraegina MeTtuka i
BMYiKyBana CNYLWHOI Harogu, Wwob 3anHATUCA HUM. A MOXKE, YCbOro
NNLW YyeKana obiaHboi NopK, CyBOPO AOTPUMYOUUCH PEXMMY AHA.

Xal Tam 5K, ane 3mia Habaukanacs, i MeTMk nogymas, WO
AaBHO Tpeba 6yno 3HalTK cobi iHWoro HavanbHKUKa. Big Makca
OAHi HEMPUEMHOCTI, KO 3arpo3y noTpannuTtu Ha obig oTakin
3MitoLi MOKHA Ha3BaTW NPOCTO HEMPUEMHOCTAMMU. [eTUK BXKe He
pa3 y CKPYTHI XBUIMHM AaBaB cobi 06iuAHKY 3HaUTH iHWY poboTy,
Ta BCe K NPOA0BXKYBAaB NOKIPHO BUKOHYBATU Yeprose «reHiaibHe»
AopyyeHHa Makca.

— Ma-a-akc! — Tnxo noaas ronoc MeTuk. 3a iXHiM N1aHOM
KpuyaTtn 6yno we 3apaHo. — MakKc, TM ae’?.. — y»Ke rosiocHiwe no-
3BaB BiH TOBapuLa, ane BigNoBigi He Ao4YeKaBcA.

3misa, He nocniwato4yK, 3anoB3a Ha cToBbyp, BNOB3/1a Ha ro-
nosy MeTUKy 1 Ha XBUAWHY 3aBMepa, BrAsSAat04YNCh Y CBOLO
KepTay.

BoHa HibuM xoTina BNeBHUTUCA, WO OTPUMaANa CbOroaHi Ha
06ia WwWocb cMMNaTUYHe, Ha BiAMIHY Bif, y4OpallHbOrO AHA, KON
3myLeHa byna 3a40BOAbHATUCH XYAUM NPOTUBHUM XOM’AKOM.
MeTuK Big nepenaky He mir HaBiTb NiKHYTK. BiH, Haye 3arinHOTU30-
BaHMMN, BUPSAYMBLLM OYi Ta HE 3aKPUBaOYM POTa, AUBMUBCA HA 3MItO.

A i1 OTaKMI KyMegHWUIN BUTNAL, CbOrOAHILLHbOT *KepTBU Cno-
[obascs. Pentunis Haxmamnnaca oo BigKkputoro pota MeTuka i no-
yana yBaxKHO po3rnagaTu, Wo Tam ycepeauHi pobutbcea. MNotim
AOBIMMM A3MYKOM 3a/1i3Na MOMy B POT, HIbM nepenivyroun 3ybm, i
HaBiTb cnpobyBana gobpaTtncs go ropna.
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Y uto XxBUNMHY NeTMK 0CTaTOYHO BMPILLIKMB, WO NOTYypaTH
6inbwe npumxam Makca He 6yae. Xan BiH cam ya0CToiTbCcA noaio-
HUX NPUroA, BUKOHYHOUMN CBOI XK «HAMMyApiLWi» 3aayMKu!

3Mmif, Ha WwacTa, nepegymana 3a1a3mTm 40 POTa XKEPTBU.
MorknuBo, ii Hanakanu roctpi 3ybu MeTmnka. BoHa cnoyaTtky 3abpa-
Nlacb MOMy nig, nigrKakK, a NoTim 3ani3na 1 nig, copoyky. Cxoxe, Wo
LA CXOBaHKa ih cnogobanaco, i BOHa, 3BepHYBLUUCH Y KNYOOK, BUPI-
lWMAa TPOXM TyT nepenoymnTtu. Tpeba AymaTwu, 340raganacs, Xutpa,
Lo i *KepTBa, byayum npue’A3aHOL0, HiKyAW HE AiHEeTbCA, TOMY 3
obigom He nocniwana.

MeTnK He cmiB i NOBOPYXHYTUCH. BiH NpoA0BKyBaB nexatn 3
P033ABNEHNUM POTOM, HE HAaCMINKOKOUYNCh MOTPMUBOXKMUTHU 3MitO.

Hapg Moro BigKpUTUM pOTOM Yy el Yac 3aKpPYKAAAM ABa YOp-
HUX AXXMeni. BOHU WwyKanu cobi 3pyyHy Hopy, B AKilA MOXKHa 6
6yno BNalITYyBaTU rHi3A0, i CXoxKe, U Hopa im cnogobanachk. Y Hi
3py4yHo byae BigKnaaatTu men Ta po3BoanTu cim’to. Jxmeni, 381-
YyanHo, 3aneTinu Ao pota MNeTuka, 3aINWKNBLIN Tam A0OYTUIN HEK-
Tap. TpilWKM NepenoymBLLM, BOHM MNONETIIN 3HOBY 33 HEKTAPOM.

Hepaneko, Ha achanbToBi 4OPO3i 3yNUHUBCA KOPTEXK NIEFKO-
BMX aBTO. 3 MalLUWH NOBUXOAMAN 036POEHI OXOPOHLUi MNepeBepTHA.
I3 HAMAOBLIOro, CXOXOro Ha aBTOOYC NiMy3MHaA BUIALLIOB i iXHiN Xa-
3AiH. BiH cMa4yHO NOTArHYBCA, NO3iXHYB i... panTom nobaymns Ha y3-
6iudi goporun Kyny nywnuHHA. NepeBepTeHb Tak 34MBYBaBCA, LLLO
NpPOAOBKYBaB CTOATU 3 BIAKPUTUM POTOM. BiH 3p0o3ymiB, WO aecb
HeAaNneKo NOBMHEH 3HAaXOAUTUCb NMOMIYHUK AeTekTmBa Makca — Bi-
AOMUIN NtobUTEeNb NOAY3aTU HACIHHS.

[OpiXKKa 3 NYWNUHHA TATHYAcA B NOAE, Yy HAaNPAMKY CTaporo
Ay6a. Le NepeBepTHIO 34an0CA AMBHUM i HaBiTb Nigo3pinnm. Bin,
KMBHYBLUM CBOIM nignernnm, wob iwam 3a HUM, nonpAmMyBaB TiELD
AOpiXKKow B nose. [poiWwoBLLIM COTHIO METPIB, BOHM Nobaumam
noBasieHU cToBOYp AepeBa, a Ha HbOMy — cnpaBsai, MeTuka. LUa
3HaxigKa ayrke nopagysana [MepesepTHA. BiH AaBHO WyKaB Haroau
NMOKBUTATMUCD i3 UMM HALOKYYIMBUM KPOsieM. YKe He po3ay-
MYO4M, BiH i3 NigPYYHUMU KMHYANUCS A0 CTOBOYpa.

Came Ha ue 1 po3paxoByBaB Makc.
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3pobuBLuK
KinbKa KpoKiB, 6aH-
OUTU NPOBANUINUCDL Y
CTapaHHO 3aMacKo-
BaHY riJIKamu Ta
b6yp’saAHamMM BENUKY
Amy.

— Oit-o-0-0-0-
o-oun!.. — noyynocb
6araToronocca 3
AMMU. | Bigpasy
3BiATINA NpoayHana
6e3nagHa cTping-
HUHa.

banantn 34in-
HANM TaKUM ranac He
TiIbKM TOMY, WO SAMa
BMABMANACL Tnbo-
Koto. Hi. Ha H1x Tam
yekas ctopnpm3. MaKc i3 HaNapHUKOM YCIO HiY nepes LM 10BUAU
B NOAI )KaKiB i 40 paHKy Ha3bupanm ix miwka yotmpu. Tomy 3apas
BCe AHO B AMi Byno BcisHe KONOUMMM KNyBKamu.

CTpinAHMHa Ta 30MKK NOTepniAnX po3dyanamn, HapewTi, 3mito.
BoHa, nosixHyBLWMK, BUNOB31a 3-MNig, COPOYKM MNeTuKa, we pas nepe-
BipWANa, UM HAAIMHO BiH NpMB’A3aHMN, | HecniWHO Nonos3aa Ao
AMMN.

MosBa 3Mii Ha Kpato MK cripaBuia Ha 6aHAMUTIB CU/IbHE Bpa-
YEeHHA. Ha MUTb BOHM HaBIiTb NepecTanu CTPINATU. A KONU BOHQ,
3pagislum Takomy b6aratomy 0biay, 3arnoB3a B AMY, TO KPUKU i
CTpinbba BigHOBUAUCH Le 3 HiNbLIO CUIOI0.

Y uto xBunmHy Makc nigbir oo ctoBbypa ¢ WBUAEHLKO
po3B’sa3aB [leTrKa. 3BiNbHUBLLUUCH Big, MOTY3KM, [eTUK BUMNAIOHYB i3
poTa 3a/uLieHe gxmensamm 4o6po 1 HaKMHYBCA Ha CBOrO Hayvaslb-
HUKa:

— o6 5 we Konmcb nocnyxascs TBOIX BUragok!.. Mene...
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MEHE MaJI0 HE MPOKOBTHY/1a 3Mifl, Hadi MHOK NO3HYLWANCH AKICb
60rKeBiNbHI AXxXmeni, a T cuanw y byp’aHax, i xod 6u wo!

— Hivoro, MNeTuky, He nepenmaiics Tak, — 3aCNOKINAMBO Bia-
nosiB Makc. — bauuLu, yce CKiH4MIOCb, SIK A 3a4yMaB.

— Ak 3agymaB?... A 3mifA — Le TaKOoXK TBOA 3a4yMKa?

— 3Mmina 3’aBMNach AKpa3 BY4acHoO. BoHa gonomorna Ham He
MEHLUE, HiXK IKaKu.

Apyra nactka ansa TlepesepTHa

[epeBo, Ha BEPLUMHI AKOro cuais NeTnkK, no4yano posronay-
BaTWUCb BiA, BITPY, LLLO PanTOBO 3BiAKMCb 3’ IBMBCA.

«3BigKinAa BiH TiNbKM B3ABCA? — CEpAMBCA MNOMIYHUK AETEK-
TMBA Ha BiTep, TPMMaAOYUCh 3a FiNKY 1 3 N0H6OoOBaHHAM Norna-
Aatoum BHU3. — [JapeMHO A Tak BUCOKO 3abpascA. MakKc 3aBKau
NPMAYMYE 3aBAAHHA, IKi CTaBNATb MEHE B CKPYTHE CTaHOoBULLE ! »

BiH mycuB 3ani3Tn Ha Le AepeBo, Wob cnoctepirati 3a 40pO-
roK — YM He HAaBAMKATBCA MALLUHM.

Ane, wob NobaunTn, YM HabNNKAETLCA KOPTEK MALLUH, He
0608B’A3K0BO 6yn0 MNeTnKy Kyancb 3anasntn. MawnHM 1 TaK 34i1-
MyTb TaKMM Ty | TaKy NUAIOKY, Wo byae BUAHO 33 TPU KilomeTpu.

Ane MaKc ntobuTb nepectpaxyBaTmcb, TOMy 1 3mycus MeTuka
3a1i3TN Ha aepeBo AKomora suLe. Cam BiH 3apa3 cuAaiB 3a Ben-
KMM KaMeHeM Y 3acigLi, TeX YBarKHO CNOCTepiratoyun 3a 4OpOroto.

CnpaBa B TOMY, LLO L€ JOPOroto mas npoixaTtu Mepesep-
TE€Hb, HAaNPaBAAYNCL A0 HEBE/IMYKOTO CENNLLA, AKE 3HAXOANNOCH
3a naropbom. Y cenuui 3apas nepexoByBanach I13abenna. BoHa
3MyLLeHa byna BTEKTU 3 OMy, He Harkatoum NoroaKyBaTmucb Ha 3a-
pyunHu 3 [larom. | 3BicHO, Le Bigbynoca 3a akTUBHOIO CNPUAHHS
Makca.

MakKc HifK He mir BToponaTy, AK lNepesepTeHb Ai3HaBCA Npo
MicLe 3HaxoAKeHHs I13abennun. A noTim 3g0raaaBscs, WO Npo Le Ko-
MYCb PO3M0BIIN MONOYHULL, AKI WOAHA 134ATb i3 CennL,a B MicTo,
Ha PUHOK TOPryBaTU MOJIOKOM.
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Xal Tam fK, ane o 3ycTpivi 3 BaTtaroto MNepeBepTHA BiH MycuB
npuroTysaTuca. [3abenny goBenoca BigBe3TU B CYCiAHE cenuLLe, a
ANA rocTer 3HoBY Byna npuroTtoBaHa nacTKa.

ABTOMODINI 3’ABMAKNCDH i3-3a NOBOPOTY Tak HECNOAIBAHO, LLLO
MakKc HaBiTb Ha XBUAMHY po3rybuBsca. BiH nornaHyB Ha Aepeso,
OVBYOYUCH, YOMY eTUK MOBYUTD, HE MOAAUMN HIAKMX CUTHANIB.
Momy 3aaneKy BaxkKo 6yno po3rneaiti, Wwo Tam pobutbea 3 nomiy-
HWUKOM, ane MakKc 6yB yneBHeHuMN, WO lNeTMKa 3HOBY BifBONIKNA
MOro NpmucTpacTb A0 Ny3aHHA HaCiHHA.

Ta uboro pasy BiH nomunmecs. MNeTnky 3apas byno He fo ny-
3aHHsA. Tinnaka, 3a AKy BiH TpMmaBcA, 06,10MKUAaCh e A0 NosiBK
MaLuH, i NMeTUK JaBHO Bxe NoBMHeH byB ynactu 3 Aepesa. Moro
BPATYBANM BE/IMKI KULWEHI, TOYHIWe 0AHA KMWweHA. NeTuK 3adve-
MUBCA KULLEHE 33 CYYOK i Termep BMUCIiB BUCOKO Hag 3emeto, bna-
ratoum 40/o, Wob He BigBEpPHYNACh Bif, HbOrO B L0 CKPYTHY
XBUAUHY. | gonsa, Ak 6aunmo, He BigBepHynaca. A, MOX/NBO, A0NA
TYT Hi 40 Yoro. Bcboro-Ha-BCcboro KuieHa 6yna npuwmnTa Ha co-
BiCTb i Cy4OK BUABMBCA MiLLHUM.

AK Ha biay 3BiaKMCb NnpuaeTiB gaTten. MTax rapHUiA, ane mae
noraHy 3BU4YKy f0B6aTK MiLLHUM A3b060M yce niapsaa. BiH 6esue-
peMOHHO ciB [1eTUKy Ha ro/oBy i AekKiNbKa pa3 A3b06HYB 110ro B
noba. Tyt MNeTuK Wwe pas nepeKkoHaBCA B CNpaBesMBOCTi HAPOAHOI
noroeipku, Wwo 6iaa, 3a3BMyan, NPUXo4UTb He cama. [aTen npo uo
NMOroBipKy HiYoro He 3HaB, 60 e pa3 gobpaye A43b06HYB CBOLO
XepTsy.

MeTuK 3ibpasca BXKe No3BaTU Ha gonomory Makca, Ta B Lo
XBUJIMHY MiZ HUM NPOMYaB KOPTEX MallKnH [epeBepTHA, 34in-
HABLUM BE/INYE3HUI CTOBN NUAY.

— Anuxmn-n-u! —ronocHo uxHys MeTuK, Big Yoro cyk ob610-
MUBCA, | BiH NONETIB YHM3, Y CaMiCiHbKY ryLLy nuatoKu. — 0O-o-on! —
ro/IOCHO 3aBepeLLaB NOMIYHUK AeTeKTMBA. AJie HIXTO 3apa3 He Mir
NPUATM MOMY Ha gonomory, 60 BCi byan ay»Ke 3aHATI.

MakKc Hanpy»eHo cnocTepiraB 3a aBTOMobiNAMM, AKi 3yNUHU-
NINCA HeJaNeKo Bif, HbOTo. IX MacaXkunpw, y CBOIO Yepry, YBarKHO
NPUANBAAANCH 0,0 OOPIKKM 3 IY3aHOTO HACIHHA, AKA Bena Kyaucb y
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KyLLi.

— BOHM 3HaxoaATbCcA Tam! — [epeBepTeHb, NOKa3aB Ha A0-
PiKKY 3 HACIHHA.

BiH Haka3aB, Wob yci ixanun 3a HUM, | MOro MmalluMHa PBOHYNA B
KyL,i...

LLlo 6yno notim, ninwe He po3nosigatn, 60, NnovysBLwM LE,
Mafli 4iTV He 3MOKYTb 3aCHYTU. 33 TUMM KyLLLamMmM 6paso NoyaToK
rnnboKe NpoBanns, a Aie BOHO 3aKiHYyBas10Cb MOI/IN PO3MOBICTU
TiNbKM cami nocTparkaani. XTo BLUiNiB, 3BMYAMHO.

CTpalleHHWUI rypKiT MaLLMH, WO NaZanun y NpoBasia Ta Kax-
JNINBUI KPUK IXHIX Nacaxupis We A0Bro BiAgryKyBaBca B NiCi YHOMO.
Llei Kp1K Byno YyTHO HaBiTb Y HAMBIAAANEHILMX CENNLLAX.

Y NOpPiBHAHHI 3 TUM KPUKOM, KPMK NOMIYHWKA AETEKTUBA, W0
6opcaBcs B NuatoLi, 6yB CXOXKMM Ha cnabeHbKMN MUCK KoMapa.

— 10 AKux nip, ckaxku, byap nacka, A Mato TeEPMNIiTU TaKe 3HY-
WaHHA Haz coboto!? — HakMHyBcA MeTuK Ha Makca, Ko ToM Ha-
pewTi Npmnbir 40 HbOro Ha NOMiy.

— Tw HiYoro cobi He nowKoams, MeTUKy? — He 3BepTaroyun
yBaru Ha cnpasegnumee 00ypeHHs HanapHWKa, 3anuTas cTypbo-
BaHO Makc.

— MowKoAawms, i HaBiTb Ay*Ke! — NpoaoB}KyBaB 0OYpPHOBATUCH
MeTuk. — MNoameuca Ha meHe, | cam nobaymw!

| cnpaBgi, BiH BUrnsaaB 3apa3 He Kpawyum YuHom. ObipBaHa
KuLweHA, nogpAanaHe 06a1M44a, BeCcb y NUAOL,i, a Ha 106i KpoBo-
TOUYMAM paHuU BiA 3ani3HOro A3boba HaBiXKeHoro AsTna.

— HacTtynHoro pa3y cam noniseww Ha AepeBo, — He Mir 3acno-
KoiTuUCb lNeTuk.

— He obparkalica, gpy»e. HactynHoro pasy BXKe He byae.
baumw, K 3HOBY AOMNOMOTIN10 HAM TBOE YyAO4iMHE HaCiHHA? —
MaKc KMBHYB Ha KyLwi. — [lo pedi, y Tebe He 3anMWwmnnoch Moro xou
TpowKn? [lan i meHi nonysatu. Tenep A Bipto, WO Lie CNpaBai gyKe
KOPWUCHE 3aHATTA.

—Twn, mabyTb, rny3yew? — no4yas 06TpyLyBATUCH BiA NUTOKK
MeTnK. — MeHi 3apa3 30BCiM He 40 *KapTiB...

— Hi, He ray3yto. T monoaeub, NeTnky. — Makc cmayHo
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nAAMKaB rybamum, ny3atoum HaciHHA. — A e pa3 yneBHUBCA, WO
6e3 TBOEI 4ONOMOTrM He 3ymiB 61 NPOBECTM KOAHOI yCMilHOI one-
pauii. T NOMITMB, WO HAaM B OCTaHHIM Yac TaNaHUTb? A Aymato, Wo
nicnA cbOroAHilWHbLOro nporpawy MepeBepTeHb He CKOPO Npuiae
A0 TAMU. Kanb, Wo pa3om i3 HUMK He b6yno Aara.

— A YoMy TV TaKui yneBHeHUI? — [eTUK rAHYB Ha KyLli. —
Moske, BiH fiKpa3 byB i3 HUMMU.

— Hi, [lar He TakuKi AypeHb, Wob po3’iKarKaTh B MaLLMHI
pasom i3 NepesepTHem. Oaa Jara mn NOBUHHI NpnuaymaTh WocCb
6inbl xuTpe...

— TinbKu yboro pasy 6e3 moei yyacti. Jobpe?...

— lWo ™, wo v, NeTnky. bes Tebe B meHe Hi4oro He BUnAae.

TrM YacoMm KPUK y NpoBani 3aTux.

| y Ty X MUTb 3BiATW Noyynuca Bubyxun. MabyTb, To BUbyxanu
6eH306aKM ylKoaKEeHNX aBTOMODOINIB.
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3 sopocnanom Tpeba nosoaAUTUCH
obepexHo

F'ypKiT MixoHCbKOro Bogocnaay 6yno 4yTHoO 34a1eKy, TOMy
MakKc HanpaBuB aBTOMObiNA NPAMO Ha Lel Wym. 3BMYaliHO, BOAO-
cnag Moro He AyrKe LiKaBuMB, Ta M Yacy 3apa3 He byno mmuaysaTuca
Kpaco HaBKOULWHBLOT Npupoaun. BiH MycrB, MOKK HE CTEMHINO,
AibpaTncb 40 MiCLLEeBOro NaHCioHaTy, AKMIA 3HAaX0AMBCA NOPyY i3
BO40CMAA0M.

lMaHcioHAT PO3MICTMBCA 32 BUCOKO OFOPOXKELD 3 KOMHOUYMM
ApoToMm 3Bepxy. [ycTuit nic HaBKoo Ta 6e3ntogHa MicLLEeBiCTb Aa-
Ba/M NPUBIA AYyMATK, WO 3aKNag Len byB He 30BCiM 3BUYANHUM.

Makc, 3ynMHMBLIM aBTOMODGIiNb 6ina WMPOKMX MeTaneBnx
BOPIT, NocurHanue. ManeHbKe BiKOHLLe Y BOPOTax BIiAYMHMANOCA i
3BiATM BUINAHYO cyBOpe 0611M44a OXOPOHLA.

— byabTe nackasi, nponycTiTb MeHe, — NPMBITHO 3BEPHYBCA 40
0XOpOHUA Makc. — MeHi HeobxigHO N06aYMTUCh 3 OAHIEID 3 BaLLMX
NaLiEHTOK.

OxopoHeupb e binblwe cKkpusmB i 6e3 Toro nepekoLleHe 0b-
JINYYA 1, HEe NPOMOBMBLUM aHi CNIOBA, 3a4YNHMB BiKOHLLe. MaKC BUIA-
LLOB 3 MalUWHK, NiAIALWLOB A0 BOPIT i MOrPIOKaB Y HUX KY/IaKoOM, ane
MapHO. BikoHLe 6inblue He BiguMHANOCA.

«HeBe A gapeMHo cogm Npuixas?» — NOAYMaB LETEKTUB.

CnepecepaA BiH rPIOKHYB Y ABepi BOPIT HOroto, ane pesynbtaT
6yB TaKuit xe.

Ha Byaunui noyano cmepkatncb. Makc NpUNHAB €AMHE BipHE B
AAHOMY BUNAAKY PilLEHHA — KON CTEMHIE, CNPObYyBaTK TAEMHO 3a-
H6paTnCb A0 NaHCIOHATY Yepes3 OroposKy. A 3apa3 3axoBaTU MalUUHY
B 3apOCTAX /N1iCYy Ta HULLKOM pPO3BigaTH, Yy AKOMY MICLi OrOpoXKi
6yno 6 3pyyHiwe 34iNCHATK CBil NNaH.

Hiu onyctmnaca Ha 3emnt0 AKOCb panToBo. MakKc we He BCTUr
06CTEXMTU 1 NOIOBUHM OFOPOXKI, ane BCTUT BigLyKaTu HinbL-
MeHLW 3py4YHe micue. Heaaneko Big oropoi pospiccs BUCOKUM
KneH. MaKc cnpuTHO 3ani3 Ha HbOro, 3abpaBscA Ha TiANAKY, WO
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6yna HalbanKye A0 OropoKi i... Ha XBUNMHKY 3yNUHKUBCA. BiH 3a-
CYMHIBaBCA, UM BUCTAUYNTb Y HbOTO CUA, W06 nepenanrHyTn yepes
OrOpOMKY, HE 3a4ENUBLLNCH 33 KONKOUUN OPIT.

«LWKopaa, wo A MNeTnka He B3aB i3 coboto, — nogymas Makc. —
BiH, 3BMYaiHO, 3aAMWKMB BM TYT CNiAW Big, HACiHHSA, ane NAMraTm
OTaK, HeBiZOMO Kyau MNeTuk Bce XK Binblnii 3a MeHe MacTak».

BigwToBXxHYBLWKNCH, MaKc yce-Takm nepecTpmbHyB Yyepes oro-
po3Ky. Tam Ha HbOro YeKaB HEMPUEMHWI CLOPMPK3. 32 OropoXKer
6yna rnmboka KantoxKa. MNaoxHyBLWKCL Y Te micuBo, Makc nepens-
KaB rycewn, Aki Tam gpimanun. l'ycu 3giiHANM CTPaLLUEHHUIN NEeMEHT, a
CTapwui rycak HaBiTb 6on54e A3b06HYB NOPYLLIHMKA IXHBOTO CMo-
KO0 B Tim's.

Y 6yaisni Bigpasy K 3acBiTUNCH BiKHA, a B I/TIMOWMHI noaBip’s
rOJI0CHO 3araBkanun cobakun. Makc, BiALWITOBXHYBLUM FycaKa, KK-
HYBCA NONiJ OropoXKeto LWyKaTh AKoiCb cxoBaHKMU. Cobaumit raBkit
CTPiMKO HabnurKaBcs. 3aBAAKM CBITNY Bif, BIKOH yTiKay maB 3mory
PO3pPIi3HATU AepeBa Ta KyLLi, WOob He HALITOBXHYTUCb Ha HUX. Yce XK
BiH HALITOBXHYBCA, WONPaBAa, HE HA AepPeBO, a HA AKYCb KOMIp-
4YunHy. [1Bepi KOMipyYMHU Big, yaapy Big4MHMAKUCH, | MaKc ynas yce-
peauHy, ONMMHUBLUMCL HA YOMYCb M’'AKOMy. Te m’AKe 3apyXxanochb,
TUXO 3aPOXKaNo N 0OHIOXa/I0 HE3BAHOIO FOCTS MOKPUM, CIM3bKUM
punbuem.

MakKc 3p0o3ymiB, WO NOTPanMB A0 CBMHAYOrO XNiBuA. BiH we
pa3 No¥a/ikyBaB, L0 He B3AB i3 CO600 CBOro BipHOro NOMIYHMKA,
apxKe MNeTuk, AK HIXTO iHWWIK, NigxoaAns ANsA NoaibHMX HecTaHAaApPT-
HUX CUTYaLN.

3aTaiBWMCH 32 LWMPOKO CNMHOK CBUHI, MaKc npucayxasca
[0 3BYKiB 330BHi. BiH np1ragas 0611444 OXOPOHLA 1 NOAYMaB,
O, MabyTb, KpaLe MaTK CNpPaBy 3i CBUHELD, HiXK i3 TAKMM TUMOM.
JoTarHyslwmnce go asepuAt, Makc npuKpwms ix, Wwo 6yno He 3ai-
BMM, 60 Bigpasy K Nicas uboro Ha ABepuATa NOYaANU KMAATUCA CO-
6aKu.

HeBaoBs3i Ao xniBuAa nNiabirnmM oXopoHLi 1 OTOYMAM MOTO 3 YCiX
CTOpPiH. OgMH 3 HUX, BIiAYMHMBLLM ABEpPIi, NOCBITMB ycepeanHy Nix-
Tapukom. CMopiz Bifg, CBUHAYOTO *KUTNA BAAPUB MOMY B HOCQ, i BiH,
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rMANMBO CKPMBUBLLMCH, 3a4MHMB ABepi. Makca oxopoHelb 6auntm
He mir, 60 Tol neXKaB 3a CBUHED, 3aX0BaBLIN 06/11M44s B i }KOPCTKY
LepcThb.

Tpoxu noTonTaBwmMck 6ina xniBya, nepecnigysadi nobirnm
Aani, a 3a HUMUM BigaanaBscs 1 cobaunii raBkir.

CBMHA 3HOBY TUXO POXHYyANa. MNoBEpPHYBLUN rON0BY, BOHA LE
pa3 obHoxana cBoro rocTA.

«Jlobpe, wo MetTnk He 6aunTb MeHe 3apa3, — nogymas Makc,
BigBepTatoun Big cebe puno 4ONUTAMBOI CBUHI. — | YoMy A Noixas
CaM, KONM Y MeHe Ana NoAibHUX cnpaB € MOMIYHUK?»

BiH BigCyHYBCA We fani BiA4 CBMHI, @ BOHA HaBMaKu, noyana
TYINTUCA 40 HbOTO, BigYyBLIM CNOPiIgHEHY AyLY.

— Tbxy, — cnatoHyB Makc. — Bigyenuchb Big meHe, 6pyaHa TBa-
puHo. Yoro To6i Tpeba? — yKe BUKPUKHYB BiH.

CBWHSA, HIBM PO3yMitouM MOro, LWe pa3 TUXEHbKO 3apoXKana.
CxorKe, W0 BOHA 3pajina TaKii Komnawii. BiacoBytoumcb, MakKc Big-




4yB 33 CMUHOIO CTiHY 1 3p03yMiB, WO Tpeba 3MUPUTUCDH 3i CBOELD
poneto. CBMHA, TMXEHbKO POXKAKUU, NPUTYINAACA A0 HbOTO,
KiNbKa pasiB Hi*KHO KyBiKHY/1a Ta CNOKIMHO 3acHyNa.

«OT noTpanue y xaneny, — nogymas MakKc, 3aTy/IMBLUN HOCa,
Wob He 3aANXHYTUCD Bif, «NaxXOLLiB» KOHYpU. — A TyT AOBrO He BUT-
pUMato».

Ane Kyau 6yno noaituca? HaaBopi Bce e raBKkaam cobaku i
NPOAOBXKYBa/M LLOCb BUKPUKYBATU OXOPOHL,. TpilKn po3ciabums-
LUMCb Ta 3irpiBWNCL binA cBMHI, MaKc TaKox 3aapiMmaB i HaBiTb 3a-
CHyB. Mlomy HacHunaca I3abenna, AKy BiH ye AaBHO He 6auums. BiH
i3 HiXKHiCTIO 0BHIMaB i uinyBas I3abenny, a BOHa y BignoBigb, AK He
AVBHO, YOMYCb MO-CBMHAYOMY POXKana.

MpoKnHyBWMCb, MaKc nobaumBs, Wo 0O6HIMAE Ta LiNyE CBUHIO.
BiH 3HOBY cnatoHYB Big ornam 1 BUbIr i3 xnisua Haggip. Tam 6yno
e TemHo. MakKc, Kpagy4mcb, HanNpPaBMBCA 4,0 6IMKHBOTO BiKHA by-
AiBNi, Malo4M Hamip yce K BiglwyKaTy NOTPIOHY MOMY NaLiEHTKY
cneu-nikapHi.

CnpaBa B TOMYy, L0 BiH y40Opa, PUIOYNUCH Y CTapUX apXiBax
MiCbKOI NiKapHi, HAaTPanMB Ha LOKYMEHT, AKUIM AyKe NOro 3auiKa-
BuB. Lle 6yna goBiaka, BUAaHa rpoMagaHLi iXHboro micta [pasi
AHTOHIHI B TOMY, L0 BOHa NPOMLIAa 0OCTEXKEHHA Y KAiHiLi npw ni-
KapHi M BU3HAHA XBOPOIO Ha eninencito. Tam e BiH 3HalLWoOB ¢o-
TOKapTKYy XBOPOI, Ha fAKilt BOHa byna i3 cuHom. MabyTb,
$OTOKAPTKY BUMHANM i3 cimeliHOro anbbomy. Ha 3BopoTHIl cTO-
pPOHi GoTOKapTKM MaKc npounTaB Haagnuc: «loporomy MOemy Cu-
HOYKY [MaBAKUKY, HA AeHb TBOTO AecATMpivYA. Mama».

MakKca Toai Haue cTpymom yaapuso. BiH noyas npuragysaty,
3BiAKW 3HAE Le npi3BuLLe | HapewTi Nnpuragas. MNasauk Apara — ue
X CNpPaBXKHE im’A Moro Hegpyra — MNepeBepTHA. Buxogutb, Wo matm
MNepeBepTHA 3axXBOpPiNa i MOXKe 3HAXOAUTUCb 4EeCb Y NiKapHi. MaKc
Lie 3 6iNbLOo HANOMErNNBICTIO NOYAB PUTUCA B apXiBHUX AOKY-
MEeHTaX i TaKM 3HaNLWOB. AHTOHIHA [lpara byna nepesegeHa Ao
cneu-NikapHi iXHboOro oKpyry. Tam e BiH BiALWYKaB i agpecy niky-
Ba/ZIbHOrO 3aKNaay.

Makcy ay»<e 3axoTiiocb Nnob6auynTucA i3 Liero ocobotro. BiH Bia-
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4yyBaB, WO TYT MOro YekarTb Heabuaki HecnoaiBaHKkM. Makc Tak
NOCNilWaB BUKOHATK Le 3aBAaHHA, WO He BCTUT HABIiTb HIKOTro no-
nepeauTy NpPo CBin BiA'i34. 3BMYANHO, BiH 3HAB, WO NOCMILIHICTb
MOKe NPU3BECTM A0 3BOPOTHUX Pe3yNbTaTiB, afie He Mir cebe
cTpumaTtn. Makc obepeXkHo 3ai3 Ha NiABIKOHHA | TMXEHbKO Npo-
HUK Yyepes HaniBBigYMHEHE BIKHO BCepeauHy NpMMilLeHHA. To
6yna KyxHA. Hibu B nigTBEpAKEHHSA LLbOMY BiH HEHAPOKOM HacCTy-
MWB Ha nigHoc i3 nocygom. MigHoc nig, oro Baroto noixas no
CTOANY, @ NOTIM yCe pa3oMm 3BaNMA0CA Ha nignory. Y TUwi npumi-
LLEHHA Le NagiHHA NPolyHano Have BUbyx bomou.

Oppasy X 3a gseprma novyamcb ronocu. Makc, He po3ay-
MYHOUM, 3aNAUTHYB Y BEIMKUI Ka3aH, BMOHTOBAHUM y NAUTy. BiH
LLLe BCTUT HAaKPUTUCb 3BEPXY KPULLKOK. [10 KyXHi BOIrM oXOpoHL,i.
MoHMWNOPMBLLK NO BCiX 3aKyTKaX, BOHWU 3yNMUHUANCA AKPA3 NOPYyY
i3 nauTol0.

— flka cborogHi BUAanacs HecrnokinHa Hiv, — noyys Makc
ron0C O4HOro 3 OXOPOHLB. — [laBHO BXe B HAac He By/a10 TaKoro ne-
penonoxy.

—Tak, ane s Aymato, Lo AapeMHo TypbyBaTucs He chig. Hixto
He 3ymiB 61 HenomiyeHMM 3abpaTmca Ha TepuTopito. A TyT, HA
KYXHi, MabyTb, KillKa aecb 61yKa€, — BiANOBIB MOro HanapHWK.

MakKc cugis y Wwe rapayomy nicasa NPMroTyBaHHA IXKi KasaHi,
PO3yMitouK, WO AOBrO TYT HE BUTPUMAE.

—Yyopa 3HOBY BeCb AeHb peneTyBana Hawa 6abua 3 45 na-
NaTn, — NPOAO0BXKYBAB PO3MOBY MEPLUMA OXOPOHeLb. — CaHiTapu
nease 3aCnoKoinm ii.

— A, ue Ta, AK ii npi3Buwe... para?... — BiAryKHyBCA ApYyrumn
OXOpOHeLb.

— BoHa, BoHa. Lis [lpara HallHecnoKiMHiwa nawuieHTKa B Ni-
KapHi. Yci iHWwi noBoaAaTb cebe NpUCTOMHO, @ BOHa — Haye 0YMa-
Hina...

MoromoHiBLIKM, OXOPOHLL Hanpasuauca oo suxoay. Hesaossi
iXHi KPOKM CTUX/IN, @ MaKc HapeLwTi BUbpaBca 3 Ka3aHa M TUXEHbKO
BMC/AIM3HYB i3 KyXHi. 32 HUM HecnoAiBaHO yB'A3anaca BeAuMKa cipa
KilWKa. MabyTb Ta, Npo AKYy roBOPU/IN OXOPOHLi. BoHa Tepnaca 06
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MOro HOrW M roNI0CHO HABKasa.

— lan reTb Big MeHe! — maike 3aKpryaB Ha KilKy Makc.

TuxeHbKo BiaXMAuBLIKM ABepi Nanatn 3 Homepom 45, MakKc
HALUTOBXHYBCA TaM Ha MELLKaHKY NanaTtu, AKa Hibu yekana Ha
Hboro. OTpMMaBLUM HECNOAIBAHUIM YAap NO rON0Bi YUMOCH CXOXKMM
Ha npacKy, Makc mano He 3BanMBCA Ha Nigory, ane, CXONUBLLKUCH
33 HanagHuLo, YCTOAB. 3apa3 CULLMK BYB CXOXKMM Ha BoKcepa, Lo
nepebyBaB Yy HOKAAYHI 1 Y4inasaBcs 3@ NPOTUBHUKA, W06 He BNacCTu.
Micna uboro mewkaHka 45-oi nanatn, Wocb 6opmoyyyu, cxonuna
Makca 3a Byxo.

— A-a-a-a-nl.. — HecamoBUTO 3aBepeLLaB AETEKTUB, BiALWITOB-
XYHOUM HanagHuuto Big cebe. Byxo Momy Baanocs BpATyBaTH, ane
BOHA, Haye AMKa KillKa, 3HOBY KMHyANacb B Bil.

3pewToto, MakKc 3myweHuin 6yB 3aCcTocyBaTh OAMH i3 NpUMO-
MiB cambo, nicna Yoro melkaHka 45-oi nanatm obm’akna Ta Tu-
XEHbKO CroB3/a Ha nignory.

«Ox0opoHUi roBopuaun Npasay Npo Hei, — nogymas Makc. —
BoHa cnpaBgi AKacb WwaneHa».

— XoyeTe LyKepKy? — HecnoAiBaHo 3annTaB BiH, 4OCTalo4M 3
KMLLEeHi KapamenbKy. — He 6iliTeca meHe. A He 3anoito Bam His-
Koro 3s1a. MeHi nmwe Tpeba NOCTaBUTM BaMm Ki/ibKa NPOCTUX NU-
TaHb. AKLW0 BU BiANOBICTE Ha HUX, TOAi A 06iyAtD, WO CKOpOo 3abepy
BacC 3BigcinAa gogomy.

XBOpa HeHaye 3acnokoinacb. BoHa nigHAanace 3 nignoru, cina
Ha Ni’KKO | TUXO 3anxXmnKana, CMOKYYYM LLYKEPKY.

— Bac 3BaTh AHTOHIHa [para?

Crapa cTBep4HO KMBHY/1a r0O/I0BOIO.

— Bu nam’aTaete cBoro cuHa MaBnunka?

MouyBLIM iM’A CMHA, BOHA CTPENeHyYNaca M WBUAKO 3aroBo-
puna:

— Bu¥ 3HaeTe MOro 4opororo CMHOYKa? — Al Tak 4aBHO MOro He
6aumna. Yomy BiH He NPMUXOAUTb HABigATN MeHe?

— BiH npuiige, npuige, 3acnokomrteca, — Makc e noHuwno-
PUB MO KULLEHAX, ane KapamenboK binblue He 3HalwoB. — MoKe,
BM xo4yeTe, Wwob BiH NpUMLLIOB i3 6aTbKOM? —4YoMyCb 3annTaB Makc.
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— 3 [darom?.. fl He 6axato 1oro 6aumTK nicns Toro, siK BiH 3a-
NPOTOPUB MEHE B L0 NliKapHto!

MakKc neage He BNaB, NOYyBLUM TaKy HOBUHY. BuxoguThb, Wwo
Oar 6ys MNepeBepTHIO 3a pigHoro 6aTbka? Oue clopnpwms...

—Twv npmBeaeLwl 40 MEHE MOTO CMHOYKA? — MONPOCKAIA CTa-
peHbKa. — | He 3abyab NPUXONUTK i3 COBOIO LLLE TAKMX CMAYHUX LY-
KEPOK.

— [1o6pe, nobpe, 060B’A3KOBO NpMBeay, — NOCMIMB NONPO-
waTmca 3i ctapoto Makc.

Mopa 6yno 3abupaTtnch 3Biacing, 60 HaaBopi NoYano po3BUA-
HIOBaATUCb. MaKC CKOPUCTABCA TUM *Ke BiKHOM i 61arononyyHo Bub-
paBCA Ha30BHi. XOBaOYNCb NOMiA OropoXKeto, BiH NPOMUHYB
3HAaMOMWIA CBUHAPHMK, BiALIYKAB KaJltoXKy, Y AKIN LWe Apimanu rycu
M no4yaB AepTUCA Ha oropoy. BiH, mabyTb, AoBro 61 BOBTY3MBCS,
ane Noro 3HOBY yrneAiB cTapui rycak. PosyenipmsLlim Kpuna Ta 3
rYYHUM: «la-ra-ra», rycak HakMHyYBCA HA AETEKTUBA. 3 Nepensky
MaKc nepemaxHyB Yepe3 OropoXKy, Haye MONOANM ONEHb, | BNaB
TaM y 3apOCTi KONHOYOK. LLIBMAEHBKO CXONUBLUWUCH, BiH KMHYBCA
6irtn Ao nicy, ane HecnoAiBaHO Ha KOrOCb HALUTOBXHYBCA.

— Makc, ue T?.. — no4ys BiH ro10C CBOro NepLIoro Nomiy-
HMKa, AKOro TaK YacTo CbOroAHi 3raayBsas. — [le TM TaK 3abpya-
HMBCA?

— He 3apaBaii 6e3rny3anx 3anutaHb! — po3apatoBaHo Bigno-
BiB MOMiIYHMKOBI MakKc.

BiH KMHYBCA WYKaTM NOMIXK AepeB CBOIO MALLUUHY.

MeTuK, 3BMYaHO, NOCNIWMB 338 HUM, AMBYIOYUCH ¥Kantoria-
HOMY BUTNAAY weda. 3anAnrHyBsLIM B MawnHy, MaKc WBNAEHBKO
3aBiB MoTOpa. [1eTuK nease BCTUT TAKOXK 3aCKOYMTM B CaNIOH YCAig,
33 HUM. BiH We HiKonn He BaumB CBOro HaYaibHUKA TaKMM Nepens-
KaHUM.

— LLlo 3 To60oto, Makc? — 3HOBY No4aBs BiH AOMNUTYBATUCh.

— Kpawe ckaxu, aK T TyT onnHMBCA? — BignoBsiB MaKc nuTaH-
HAM Ha NUTAHHA, BUPYHOOYM MALLUHY Ha ZOPOry 1 NPOAOBKYHUM
60A3K0 03MpaTmcs.

— LLlo 03Ha4a€e — «AK onnUHKUBCA?» — MNeTUK HaBiTb 34MBYBaBCA
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LbOMY 3aMUTaHHIO. — A BYUOPA 3HANLIOB Nepea ABEepPMMa HaLLOi
KOHTOPW NiKapHAHY AOBIAKY Ha im’a akoick Aparu. Tam e A npo-
ymTaB aZpecy, Ae BOHA MOXe 3HaX0AUTUCH, | OCb nocniwme Tobi Ha
niamory. A 3 T060t0 o pobuTbCA? — BiH CKPMBMBCA Bif 3anaxy, WO
3aNOBHMB BECb Ca/lIOH aBTOMObiNA.

— MeHi cnoyaTKy Tpeba gecb BigMUTMCA, @ NOTiIM NOroBO-
pumo npo cnpasun, — Makc, yce e 03Mparymcb, Ha4aB/1tOBaB Ha
ras.

— A WO TyT AOBrO WYKATU? — r'yHAOCKUB MNeTuK i3 3aTy1eHuMm
Hocom. — OH, nopAag, WYMUTb BOAOCMAA, A Le O3HAYAE, LLO TaM MAE
6yTH piyKa...

— Piyka? — nepenutaB Makc. — 3BUYaMHO XK, piuKa. AK A cam
[0 UbOro He goaymaBnca?... — BiH Bupyans aBTomobinb B H6ik HecTu-
XaKyoro rypkoTy Bogocnaay.

Piuka 3’aBunack 3a naropbom 3HeHaubKa, Tomy MakKc neage
BCTUT 3ara/ibMyBaTh MALLMHY. BiH MUTTIO BUCKOUYMB 3 MALLUWNHMK,
LUBNAEHBKO CKMHYB i3 cebe bpyaHUn ogar i KUHYBCA y BoAy, Nip-
HYBLUW 3 FOI0BOIO.

MeTuK, byayum BipHUM NOMIYHMKOM, TaKOXK 3aM/IUTHYB Y
PiYKY 33 HAYa/IbHMKOM, XO4 MOMY Came 3apa3 KynaTUcA B XONOLHiM
BoAi notpebu He byno.

— Bbp-p-p-p-p!.. — BUHUPHYB Ha XBMANHY 3 BOAWN MaKc i 3HOBY
nipHyB.

— Bbp-p-p-p-p!.. — BUHMPHYB MNeTUK i TaKOXK NipHYB.

BoHu we aekinbKa pas nipHaan, BUPUHANKM 1 3HOBY NipHanu,
a*K NOKM MaKc He NOMITUB, WO Tedia piykn npuckopmnacb. BogHo-
4yac BOHM MOYYAM, WO WYM CMaJatoymMx NOTOKIB BOAN TAaKOXK MNOCKU-
NMBCA | cxoxKe, Bogocnag bys 308cim 6113bKO.

—Haszap! Haszaa! — 3akpuyaB MakKc i noyas wocunam rpebtm
NpoTW Tevii, ane 6yno BXKe Ni3Ho.

A nepenskaHui MeTuK i KpUYaTH BXKe He Mir. BiH BKOTpe no-
YKaNKyBaB, WO He 3yMiB 3HaTK cobi iHWOro HavyanbHUKa. 3 Mak-
CoM BiH HaTepniscA 6araTo 6iauM, a cborogHilWwHA npuroaa byae,
MabyTb, y»Ke OCTaHHbO. EAMHE, L0 MOro BTiWAN0, TaK e Te, Lo
MakKcy TakoK byno 3apa3 He COnoaKo.
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Mpo Wo B U0 MUTb AymaB cam MakKc, y*Ke He Ma€ 3HaYeHHs,
60 rypKiTaMBa cTUxisa NOrAnMHya Moro M NoHecna KyaAuCb yYHU3.
Makc nobaums cBOro NOMiYHWKa, AKUIM TaKOXK Nagas y Npipsy,
LLLOCb FO/IOCHO peneTytoun. | we Makc 3ragas, wo came MeTuk nep-
UMM 3anNpPONOHYBAB CKYNATUCb Yy Uil pivi.

«Tpeba byae orosocUTU MOMY CyBOpPY A0OraHy M yTPUMATK i3
3apnnaTHi WTtpad 3a OTaKy NPONO3ML,i0...» — BCTUT LLLe NOAYMATH
[EeTEKTUB.

XXaba-menomaHka

Benuka xaba i3 wikaBicTio po3rnagana gusHe besguxaHHe
CTBOPiHHA, 0bMOTaHe rycTummn Bogopoctamu. Lle cTpaxoBUCbKO
BMHecNa Ha beper Tedia piukn. Xaba He morna BUPILLMTH, LLO PO-
6U1TKM 3i CBOEIO 3HAXigKoW. AKOM LA icToTa Byna TPOXM MEHLLOLD,
Xou4a 6 AK myxa, ToAi MoXKHa byno 6 ii 3'icTn. A Tak — i Kngatm
LWKOAA, i BUKOPUCTATM AKOCb HEMOXKAMBO. aba Ha BCAK BUMAZOK
BUCTPINMAA A3UKOM Y CBOO 3HaXiAKy, 06/1M3aBLMN ii 3 yCiX CTOPIH, i
Bigyyna, LLLO BOHO 30BCiM He iCTiBHe, HaBiTb orMaHe. 3aCMyTUB-
LUNCb, BOHA XOTiNa BXe NAUraTh gasni B3A0BXK PiYKM B MOLIYyKaxX
0b6iay, Ta B L0 XBUANMHY CTBOPiIHHA 3aCTOTHaN0 i PO3MN/OLWM/IO OMi.
Kaba 3 ujikaBicTio HaxnAMNacb 6AKKYE A0 HLOrO Ta 3pasy X Bia-
CKouymna, 60 BOHO 3apyxanoch i, no6aumnsLLM ii, CTpALLEHHO 3aBepe-
Lano:

—leTb! leTb Big, MeHe, 3en1eHe CTPAXOBUCBLKO!..

MaKc 3aBKAau 3 ornaoto BiAHOCMBCA A0 Kab Ta pi3HUX Nnasy-
HiB. BiH HiAK He mir yToponaTtu, ge 3apas 3HaxoauTtbceA. Mpura-
Aaswu Bogocnaa, MaKkc nogymas, WO NOBMHEH 3HAXOAUTUCH AeCb
y Pato, a morke — y nekni, wo 6yno 6 6amKye go icTuHU. He Takum
y*Ke npaBegHUKOM BiH ByB 3a XKUTTA, WOO cnoAiBaTUCh Ha Ten-
NneHbke micue B Pato. Ta nobaumsLLmM nepes o4Mma BeanyesHy
¥aby, BiH 3p03yMiB, L0 3HAXOANTHLCA AECH LE B ripLLIOMY MicLi,
HiXK NeKkno. MpoaoBXKYyUYM BepeLLaTh, 4EeTEKTUB 3BINIbHABCA Bif,
YiNKMX NyT BOAOPOCTEN.
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—Yoro ™1 pene-
TY€EW TaK, Makc? —
NMoYyB BiH F0/10C CBOrO
BipHOro MOMIYHMKA. —
Twn wo, 3n19KaBca BOAO-
pocTen?

MeTuK cToas
nepeg Ha4anbHMKOM
yBecb roninii, 6o B Tomy
BMPI CTUXii 3arybus
OCTaHHIM NnpeameT
oaary. Makc Takox bys
He finwe 304ArHyTUN.
Te, WO KONUCb Ha3MBa-
NIOCb TpyCcamu, Tenep
CXorKe byno Ha ma-
NIeHbKUI 06ipBaHMI KNANTUK maTepii.

— CnpaBa He y BOAOPOCTAX, @ OCb... Y Hil, — MaKc KMBHYB Ha
CNaHTeNNYeHy *aby, Lo NPOoAO0BIKYBaNa PO3rnsAaTh ix 06ox. —
BoHa mano He 3)Kepsia meHe. AKOK A BYaCHO He 3aKpuyas, TO...

— lo, »kaba xoTina trebe 3"icTn? — MeTuK, TPUMaOYNUCh 3a KN-
BOTA, FOJIOCHO 3acMifaBcA. — Al Aymato, LWo Bce byae HaBNakm — ue
MM i 3"IMO, AKLL,O HEralMHO He BifLYKAEMO BiNbll BULLYKAHY
cTpasy. A micnA BCix uMx noAin ay»Ke 3ronoaHis. EKCTpemasnbHi cu-
Tyauii 3aBX AN YOMYCb 30y AXKYIOTb aneTuT. — [eTuK, Wwe pas riaHyB
Ha *Kaby. — Y CBIiTi, 3HAEL, iCHYIOTb HAPOAM, SKI TiNbKK }Kabamu 1
XapyyroTbCA.

BiH gocuTb CNPUTHO 310BUB *Kaby, ane, He matouu, Kyam ii
NPUAALWTYBATH, NPOCTATHYB Makcy.

—Tu 30Bcim i3 rny3ay 3’ixaB! — 3aKkpryaB Ha Hboro Makc. —
LLle yoro He BMUCTA4ano, Wob A }Kkabamu xapyyBaBscA...

— Hy, AK 3Ha€wW, a A Bce XK Bi3bMy ii i3 coboto, — [eTuK 3asep-
HYB }aby B LUMPOKMI NIUCT lonyxa. — [lyKe BOHA BENIMKA Ta XKUp-
HEeHbKa.

3BiAKUCb 34aN€KYy BOHM NOYY/IN AUTAYUIA CMIX | XNHONAHHSA
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BoAM. 3abpaBLunCcb Ha HEBUCOKKUI naropb, MeTrk 3 Makcom no-
6aumnu... ogar, wo B 6e3naai BanAscA Ha Tpasi. BnacHMKKM ogAary —
ABa NigNiTKM — 3apa3 Kynaauca B pidLi.

MepernAHyBLWMUCb, AETEKTUBM NOAYMANU OAHE 1 TexX. BoHu
CXOMWUAK OAENKY W LWBUAEHBKO OAATHYNNCA, 3a/INLLMBLUN AiTAM
O4HI TpycH, wob He 6yTn 30BCiM Haxabamu. MornAHyBLIM OAMH Ha
oaHoro, MakKc i3 NOMiYHMKOM Mano He 3aperotanu. Y ubomy ogAasi
BOHW BUTNASANN NEPepPOCTKaMM, afie Tenep MOXKHa byno BxKe
3’ABUTUCb Ha toaun.

Hepaneko, mix gBoma naropbamm BuaHIiNOCh cenuuue, i
6paBi cMWMKM nonpsmyBanu came Tyau. MNeTuk Hic i3 coboto
¥aby. [lns yoro BOHa byna omy noTpibHa BiH i cam He 3HaB, ane
CXOXKe, Lo Kaba nomy ynmochb cnogobanace.

Y cenuuui ix 3ycTpinu He AyKe NpuUBITHO, 0c0H6NMBO cobaKu.
Mob6aumBLLM ABOX AMBHUX NEPEPOCTKIB, KUTENi 3AMBOBAHO 3HU3Y-
Ba/N NJieYnMa, a CobakmM pBaANNCL Ha laHLOrax, ABHO Harkaroum
nporHat Nnpmbynmx HesHaloMmu,iB.

Makc i NeTnK 3ynnHMAnCcL Ha MaligaHi B LeHTpi cena, i ix oa-
pasy K 0bcTynuna 3auikaBneHa topba. *aba BMcAn3HyNa i3 pyK
MeTuKa, ane BiH 3pa3y *K CXONWUB il Ta HaJaBaB CTYCaHIB 3a HEC/YyX-
HAHicTb. [1iTM, nobaumnsLuM Ue, 3aCMisnnca, a A0POC/i Lwe binblie
Hacynuanca. BoHn nogymanu, wo npubyni HeaHalomLi 3Hy-
LLAOTbCA HaZ, HUMM, NOKA3YHOYMN 3BUYANHICIHBKY XKaby, AKUX Yy
iXHiM piyyi 6e3niv.

MeTHK WBMAKO BNOBUB HACTPIM AOPOCAMX NOCeNsaH. BiH ony-
CTMB Kaby Ha 3eMAt0 1, HAXMAUBLLMCb A0 Hel, NoYaB LLOCb HAaCBK-
cTyBaTW. *Kaba cnoyaTKy XOTifia APEeMEeHYTU reTb, ane CBUCT il
3auikasus. |11, cxoxe, cnogobanack Menogia, AKy HaCBUCTYBaB
MeTnk. MabyTb, BOHa 6yna menioMaHKolo.

Came ue 1 ypAaTyBano HeBAax-AeTeKTUBIB. uteni cenmuia
NPUMAHANN iX 32 NPUOBOPKYBAYiB *Kab i NoYanM KNaaTn HeLacHUM
XTO MiZ4AKM, a XTO AKYCb IXKY. Buctasa, BnawToBaHa MNeTukom i
Xaboto, AKa Kyme[HO NPUTaHLbOBYBaNa, MPOAOBXKYBaNACh MaMKe
roguHy. Ha mariaaH 3ibpannca mewwkaHLi BCbOro ceauiua, npuxo-
NMUBLUK i3 COBOIO Yoro-Hebyab CMAaYHOro ANA MAHAPIBHUX apTH-
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CTiB. 3aKiHUMBLIKM BUCTABY, [eTUK 3HOBY 3aropHyB *Kaby B INCT No-
nyxa, a cam ciB 06igatv. MaKc, NONMLWKMBLLM CBOO FOPAICTb, TAKOX
npueaHasca Ao MeTtuka. ki 6yno cTinbku, Wwo i xabi nepenano
AeLo.

Muteni cennuwia posinwancb No AOMiBKaxX, a CTOMJ/IEHI apTu-
CTWU, HACUTUBLUUCD, MONAEHTANINCA NO A0PO3i TyAM, KyAM NOKa3y-
BaB [JOPOXKHii 3HAK, TO6TO AoAoMy. Ha BKasiBHIN Tabaunuui skpas
6y/1a HanucaHa Ha3Ba iXHbOro micTeyka. B3anun BoHu i3 coboto i
*aby. He Kngatu X ii oTyT, Ha MaliaaHi...

BaHkerT i3 cropnpusamu

3pYy4YHO BNIALUTYBABLUMCL HA CUAIHHI PO3KILLHOrO NiMy3UHY,
MNepeBepTeHb BUTNAHYB Y BiKHO. KopTeX MOro mallmH AKkpas
06’ixaB BeNNKy Knymby nepen, Mepi€eto 1 BUPYUB Ha AOPOry, WO
Be/ia 3a MicToO.

— HaTtucHu Ha ras! Yoro nneHTaewwca, Haye yepenaxa?! Mu
TaK 3ani3HUMOCA Ha 3YCTPiY, — MPUKPUKHYB BiH Ha BOAifA.

3ycTpiu cboroaHi byna npusHavyeHa Ha BOCbMY roauHY
BEYOpa, a 3apa3 yxKe niB Ha BOCbMy. [lepeBepTeHb HaZaBaB Ll 3y-
CTPiyi Ba*KAMBOro 3Ha4YeHHA. Manu 3ibpatmca BCi roNI0BHI NepCcoHn
micta: mep, Wwura, Aar i, 3BM4aiHo, BiH — [lepeBepTeHbD.

IM Hanexkano cboroAHi NPUMHATY OCTaTOYHE PilleHHA WOoA0
AetekTnBa Makca Ta Moro nomivyHmKa. Hemoxnmso Ginblue Tepnitu
Lo 3yxBany Napoyky. FonoBHa posb y ManbyTHiM onepauii BigBo-
AVnacb, 3BUYaiHoO, Momy — MNepeBepTHIO. | MOXKHa Byno He cyMmHi-
BATUCA, L0 BiH BUKOHAE L0 POOOTY i3 3a10BO/IEHHAM.

3a micTom, y pe3suaeHuii piHaHcucTa [ara 3ibpanaca Bxe BcA
KOMNaHiA.

— Lo K, po3no4yHemo 3acigaHHA, NaHoBe, — 3aroBopwms [ar. —
Al rapato, Wwo Hemae HeobxigHOCTI A,OBro 06roBopoBaTM NPUUNHY
HaLLOi CbOroAHIWHbOT 3ycTpidi. MpuynHa ogHa 1 ycim aobpe Bi-
AOMa — OCTaTOYHO BUPILLIMTK 400 AeTeKTnuBa Makca Ta 1horo no-
Mi4YHMKa. MoXKe, BM Xo4eTe Wocb AoAaTtn? — 3sepHyBsca Aar oo

40



LWunrn. — Yce-Takn el 4eTEKTUB XOU€e CTAaTU BALLMM 3ATEM...

—Tlogaj Bam, ApyrKe, XKapTyBaTH i3 LbOro npneoay. 3apa3 Ham
He [0 *KapTiB. Ycim BigoMa napoyka — AeTekTns Makc Ta 1Moro no-
MIYHWUK AaBHO 3aC/yroByOTb HA CyBOpe NOKapaHHA. Mun moxxemo
CKOPUCTATMCb TUM, WO iX HeA0/06110€ BiNbLicTb XUTENiB micTa. A
TOMY, AKLLO BOHM PAanTOM AeCb 3HUKHYTb, YCi TiIbKK 3 NONerweH-
HAM 3iTXHYTb. Lia 06cTaBMHa cnpoLLye BUpilLeHHA Hawoi npo-
6nemu. Al BipHO BUKAaaato ii 3micT? — 3BepHyBcA LLmra go mepa
MmicTa.

— be3 ycAKOoro cymHiBy, — mep nNornagms XuBeiT, nonpasms
KpaBaTKy 1 KPaeEM OKa MNOr/IAHYB HA PO3KilLHO CepBiPOBaHUM CTiA.
— Al NOBHICTIO 3roAeH i NIATPMMYIO pilLeHHA NOBaXKHOrO 3ibpaHHA.

— 1obpe, TOAi HaAaMO CN0BO rOJIOBHOMY BUKOHABLIO HaLOi 3
BaMM BOI, — [lar LWWMPOKMM }KeCTOM NoKa3as Ha [lepeBepTHs.

— AKLW,O XTOCb CNOAIBAETLCA, WO A BiAMOBOCH Bif, L€l pO-
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60TK, ToAi BiH rMMO6OKO NOMUNAETLCA. Y MeHe AaBHO cBepbaAaTb
PYKM po3ibpaTmca 3 HEHAaBUCHUMM CULLMKAMK, — NepeBepTeHb Nig-
BiBCA 3-3a CTONY, PO3CTIOHYB NigXKakKa ¥ yci nobauynnm Benmkuin ap-
CeHan pi3Hoi 36poi, Wo cTnpYana i3 YNCeNnbHUX BHYTPILLHIX
KMLIEeHb. — | 4O3BO/IbTE MEHi camomy BMBpaTK cnocib, K i3 HUMMK
PO3NpPaBUTUCD.

— 3BMYaNHO, A03BONAEMO, — [lar, MOYENUBLLW Ha LLKNIO Cep-
BETKY, NpUcyHyB 6aunxkue go cebe Tapinky 3i CMarKeHMM NOPOCAM.
— Mu noBHicTIO AOBIpAEMO Bam, K Ao6pe 3HaHOMY cneuianicTty B
i ranysi. A Tenep 3anpoLyto Bac rigHO BiA3HAYUTU CbOrOAHILLIHE
BaK/INBE PilLEHHA.

Yci Bigpasy x po3cnabunmcb, 0611445 NPUCYTHIX NOCBITAI-
Wanm i noYanaca gpyxHa Bevipka.

HecnogiBaHo Big4YMHMAOCA BiKHO, LLLO 3HAXO0AMAOCh NOPYY 3i
CTONIOM. 3HaZBOPY AMXHYB NPOXON0AHWUM BiTepeLb. BiH 3akonneas
Ba*KKMMW TEMHUMM LUTOPAMK Ha BiKHI, 3n1€rka BigKpuseLwK ix. 3au1-
BOBaHi y4aCHUKM 3ibpaHHA N0o6auynnm Ha NiABIKOHHI... BEIMYE3HY
*aby. BoHa, He muratoum, AMBMUAACA HA HUX BENNKUMU, KPYTAUMM
oymma. *aba ckpmBmMna poTa, Ha4e HaCMIXatouMUCb Had HUMM.

Y KimHaTi 3anaHyBana Tuwa. [lar, Akuii nepeg, um po3puBsas
32 HIXKKM CMaXKeHe nopoca, Tak i 3aBMep i3 TUMM HixkKkamu. LLiuvra
3a/IMLWIMBCA CTOATM 3 NIAHATUM ANA TOCTy 6OKanom BMHa, a Mep
HibWM oLiNeHiB i3 BEIMKMM LUMATKOM NeYyeHOoro m’aca B poTi, AKUIM
He BCTUI NPOKOBTHYTWU. Te M’ACO TaK i CTMpYano B HbOro 3 poTa. Me-
peBepPTEHb YHOMYCb LUIBUAEHbLKO 3aCTiOHYB Ha BCi I'yA3UKM NigyKakKa
" po3ryb61eHo 03MpPHYBCSA, YN He BUAHO NOHAM3Y MOrO OXOPOHLLIB.

Kaba, He 3BepTatoum yBarn Ha NPUCYTHIX, AiN0BUTO 3icTPUO-
Hy/1a 3 NiABIKOHHA Ha CTi/, NOTIM aKypaTHO NoB’A3a/a Ha Wuto cep-
BETKY i MoYasa 3 aneTUTomM noiaatv Benmye3Hui TopTt. bpusku
Kpemy 3ansananu MNepesepTHiO 061M44sA, ane BiH He CMiB HABITb MO-
BOPYXHYTUCA, W06 BUTEPTH MOTrO.

MpPOKOBTHYBLUM Ki/ibKa LLUMATKIB TOPTY, *Kaba Bianuna 3
6oKany LLMrn KOBTOK BMHa 11 B3Aa1acCA NOIAATU 3a/IMBHY LLYKY.

3peLwToro, Xa3aiH 4OMiBKM — [lar — XOTiB LLLOCb CKa3aTu, aae B
L0 XBUIMHY Yepe3 BiKHO 3a/1eTiB 40 KiMHATW NanepoBui NiTayoK.
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BiH, nponeTiBLIK NO KiMHATI, NPM3EeM/INBCA Ha CTiA Nepes MepoMm.
MicbKuit ronoBa 6yB HaCTIIbKM NepenaKkaHui, WO He HacMinuBca 1
AOTOPKHYTUCH A0 TOrO KNanTUKy nanepy. Yce x 6yno uikaBo, 4me
Le NOCNaHHA, Yu, byBa, He 3 Toro cBiTy, i LLlura, B3sBLIK NiTAYOK,
obeperkHOo po3ropHyB Moro. Lle Buasuaaca konis odiuinHoi go-
BiZLKM 3 MiCbKOro NonoroBoro 6yanHKy. Y Hi cnoBsiwanocb Npo Ha-
POAKEHHA HEMOBANATKU, BaTbKamu sskoro 6ynmn Casin Aar Ta
AHTOHIHa [para.

MpounTaswm ue srosoc, Lura posrybneHo nornAaHyBs Ha
[ara. |[HWi NpUCyTHI TaKOX NOBEPHY/IN A0 HLOro ronosu. [lar pos-
rybeHo Kninas o4MMa, He 3HakuM, WO BiaNoBicTyH.

Yepes BiKHO B KiMHATy 3HOBY 3a1€TiB NaNnepoBUt NiTAYOK,
TAKOX MNPU3EMINBLUNCH Ha CTiN. LLura wemaeHbKO po3ropHyB 1Moro
M No4YaB yronoc YntaTu:

— MoBigomnAemo, Wwo AHTOHIHa [lpara *unBa 1 3HaXoAUTbLCSA B
cneu-3aknagi ana 60XeBiNbHUX, TOYHY agpecy AKoro gobpe
3HatoTb [lar Ta naH mep. BoHa rotoBa CBiA4YNTY NPOTU 3rafaHmx
ocib.

LLlnra 3HoBy nornaHys Ha [ara.

— LLlo ue o3Hauvag, gpyxe’...

[ar, NpUiLWOoBLUN HAapeLTi 40 TAMM, Pi3KO BCTaB i3-3a CTO/A.

— A Hiyoro ue He o3Hayvae. Lle HaxabHMI HaKknen i A HaBiTb
3/0ragytoch, 4ynsa 1o poboral

CxonuBLUM BEIMKUIM MeTaneBunii NiaHoc, BiH NiaHAB MOro,
o6 po34aBUTU KNATY Kaby, AKa NPOAOBXKYBa/Ia NOiAATU KpaLLi
CTpaBu, NPUroToBaHi Ana rocten. Ta B L0 XBUANHY A0 KiIMHATK 3a-
NEeTiB We 0AMH NanepoBui NiTavyokK. BiH NOBiIbHO KPYXXAAB NO Kim-
HaTi, HIBK Apa*kKHUB NpUcyTHIX. LLlMra, ninmasLumM MOro Ha bOTY,
PO3ropHyB i 3HOBY NPOYUTAB:

— LLle pa3 BiTaemo «noBaxHe» 3ibpaHHA. NoBigomnsemo, wo
Te HOBOHApPOAKEeHe HEMOB/IA BXXe BUPOCN0. BOHO Tenep 30BCim
Aopocae Ta AoBoAi roaoBaHe. BoHO mae npi3suLLe Ta im’'a — [para
MNasno, abo, AKWoO AnA Bac byae 3BMyHiwe — MNepeBepTeHb. Ha
niaTBEpPAKEHHA LbOMY iCHYOTb YCi MOTPIOHI AOKYMEHTH.

— T — mit TaTKO?! — NOTO HaKMHYBCA Ha [ara [epeBepTeHb.
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— Lo Bu, wo Bu... — [lar npukpmeasca Big yaapis Mepe-
BepTHA. — Yce ue Tpeba e foBecTH...

— A1 )KMB CMPOTOLO B HECTEPMHMX YMOBAX, @ TM BECb YaC KUpPY-
BaB i HEe NOAINMBCA 3i MHOIO LUMATOYKOM XN1iba? — NpoaoBKyBaB
ramcenuTtu piHaHCKUCTa po3atoyeHn NMepeBepTeHb.

’Kaba, He 3BepTatoun yBary Ha HepBoBY 0OCTAHOBKY B MPUMI-
LLeHi, NpoaoBrKyBana 3HULWYyBaTK [larosi genikatecn. Cxoxe, WO in
cnogo6anoch y LboMy AOMi. He BUKAIOYEHO, LLLO BOHA MOXKe 3a1u-
LWMTUCb TYT Ha3aBXAau. Ha Hei HixTo 3apa3 He 3BepTaB 0cobanBoOI
yBaru, i BOHa, 3aKiHYMBLUM NACyBaTH LLYKOKD, HECMILIHO NPUCTY-
nuaa Ao TeNAYMX A3MKIB.

MaH mep i3 3a34picTiO cNOrNA[aBs, AK 3HMKAOTb 3i CTONY
KpalLyi cTpasu. BiH cnpobyBas BUpPBATK B *Kabu LWLMATOYOK 3aneye-
HOro TenAYoro A3nKa, ane 6esycniwHo. HaBnakn, BOHa neab He
BiZAKYyCcMAna Momy nanbuA. BiH 3 ocTpaxom NornsaHyB Ha 3e/1eHy He-
Ha*Kepy i 3aX0TiB NOAIANTUCL CBOIMM NEPEKMBAHHAMM 3 TOBAPU-
lWwamm, Ta B Uen vyac [ar, Biactynatoum Big aTak MNepeBepTHs,
HALUTOBXHYBCA HA Mepa, 3Ba/IMB MOTO i3 Kpic/la Ha nigaory M cam
ynas 3Bepxy. Tenep lMepeBepTeHb ramcenms yxe ix obox. BiH
[06pe YyB, WO Mep TaKOXK 3HAB NPO TAEMHULIO MOrO HAPOAKEHHS,
TOMY He LWKOoAYBaB TYMAKIB i A1 HbOrO.

LLiura KnHyBsca 6yno TikaTh 3BiacK, Ta ABepi BUABUAUCH 3a-
MKHEHMMM Ha KoY. PanTom y A4OMI MOracio ocBiT/eHHSA, ane [e-
peBepPTHA LUe He 3ynnuHUM0. Y TeMHOTI BiH 6MB ycix nigpaa, Tomy i
LLnra oTpnmaB CBOO MOPLLiHO TYMAKIB.

TempsBa He 3aBaxka/ia *Kabi NpogoBKyBaTN Tpanesy, TUM
naye, W0 3apa3 BoHa byia 3a CTONOM yKe He ogHa. [opsag, i3 Heto
onuHuauca Netumk i3 Makcom. MabyTb, BOHM NPOHUKAN B KiIMHATY
TAKOXK Yepes BigYMHEHE BIiKHO.

Mokun noBarkHe 3ibpaHHA 0OMiHIOBanocsa Tymakamu, MeTukK 3
MaKCcoM rapHO NoBevyepann n PO3MIiCTUANCL B 3pPYYHUX Kpicaax ne-
penounTtn. MaKc Konmnpcasca B 3y6ax 3y604MCTKO Ta CUTHO
rMKas, a MNeTunk, 3BM4aliHO, B3ABCA J1y3aTWU HACiHHA.

— KBa-a-a-a... — HeBA0B3i Nogana roaoc i iXxHA HoBa Nogpyra.

BoHa, HapeLuTi, Hainaca. |i ronoc Haragas AeTeKTUBY, LLLO
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BOHM BCe X He aoMma. billKka Hibu BLLyXxNa, i NOKK Xa3Ai micTa He
npunWAn oo Tamu, Tpeba byno 3Biacina Tikatu. LLlo BOHM 11 3po-
6unn.

Y BXigHi aBepi 3arynaaun oxopoHLi MepesepTHA. MNMouvysLimn B
AOMi ranac i nobaumsLLm, WO Tam 3rac/o CBiT/I0, BOHWU BUaManu
ABepi 1, yBipBaBLIMUCD Y BiTaNbHI0. NobayeHe Tam ix BKpan 34MBY-
Bano.

MoBaxHe 3ibpaHHA BanAnoca Ha nignosi xto ge. Mocya Ha
cToi 6yB NepedbuTniA, NAALWKK NeXKanu nepeBepHyTI 1 NOPOXKHI.
OXOpOoHLUi nogymanm, WO Lie iXHi Xa3Ai Tak rapHo noryaanun. OgHe,
4YOro BOHW HE MOI/IM 3PO3YMITU — 3BIAKM Ha CTOI Ta Ha Niano3i
3’ABMNOCA CTINbKW NYLWIMNUHHA...

Possiaxa — cnpaea cepuosHa

BBeceno HacBucTyouu, MNeTuK Wwocuam KpyTnse negani Beno-
cunepa. BiH nocniwas BUKOHATM Yeprose 3aBgaHHA Makca. lMNo-
Tpi6HO 6YyN0 PO3BiAaTH, UM HE 3arPOXKYE LWOCh HapeYeHil
neTekTnBa — I3abenni, AKa 3apa3 nepexoByBasach B fas€KOMY ce-
NLLI 33 ropoto. Makc ay»Ke xBuatoBaBscs, Wwob [lar He po3HioxaB
4Orocb NPo MicLe 3HaxoaKeHHs 13abennun. iHaHcKcT nicna Tpari-
KOMIYHMX NOAiM Ha Aadi 30BCiM PO3/IIOTUBCA, AK, MiXK iHLNM, i
peLuTa NoCTpaxKaanmx.

MNepeBepTeHb Tenep noatoBas i Ha [ara, i Ha Makca. CuwmK
He HaBa)XyBaBCA HABITb HOYYBAaTU BAOMa, a 3MyLLeHuM byB BelwTa-
TMCA NO AeLleBnX roTensax.

MoyaB HakpanaTh AoWMK. [eTUK NoOBepPHYBCA IMAHYTU, AK NO-
yyBae cebe kaba Jliza, AKa MiLLHO TPUMAKUYNCH 32 HbOTO, CUAiNa Ha
3a4HbOMY CUAiHHI.

Has3BaTtu »kaby Takmum im’sim 6yna igea Makca. MabyTb, yepes
Te, Wo *Kaba nonobaana sce 061M3yBaT CBOIM AOBIMM A3UYKOM.
MeTnk 6yB HE NPOTU TaKOro imeHi. BOHO 3By4asio HENOraHo, TMM
nave, WO »aba Ay»Ke WBMAKO A0 HbOTO 3BMKAA Ta i3 33,0BO/IEH-
HAM BiArykyBanaceo.
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— T He 3moKna Tam, f1i3o?

Niza y BignoBiab KNinHyna ABa pa3u 6aHbKaTUMK ounma. Lle,
MabyTb, NOBMHHO By/10 0O3Ha4aTK, WO 3 HEeto BCe rapasa.

— MNoTepnu TPOLWKK, MU CKopo byaemo Ha micui. — | MeTuk 3a-
BEpTiB Neganamu Wwe wsenaLe.

A pouw, NpMnycTmB We cMAbHiwe. Bpu3KK Big KPYNHMX Kpa-
nenb Po3/iTannch B PisHi 6OKKN, po36MBatoUM TOBLLY MUIKOKKU Ha
Aoposi. Pantom Ha noBopoTi Benocmnes 3aHecno. BoHu 3 Jlizoto
nonaganu B KaHaBy, a Benocmnes, yaapmsLLMCb 06 aepeBo, NOBHiI-
CTIO 3n1amaBcs. [1eTUK nopBaB Ha NiKTAX Ta KO/iHAX O4eKy, 3aTe
Nliza npumyapmnnacb He OTPUMATU HaBITb MOAPANUHW.

BoHa cungina 3apas Bepxu Ha [1eTuKy, Npoa0BKYHUM KNinaTtn
o4YMMma i nocmixaTuca.

— 3abepuca 3 meHe, flizo! TyT HeMa HiYOro CMiLLHOrO, — Ha-
rpvmas etk Ha NOMIYHMLIO.

BiH nigHABCA | nepeBipuB, y AKOMY CTaHi ixHin TpaHcnopT. MNe-
PEKOHABLUUCD, LLLO Besiocune  31aMaBCca OCTaToOvHO, [eTuK B3aB
JNlisy 3a nany, i BOHX No4YBananu gani niKu.

Ni3a Beceno wnbonana no Kantoxax Nankamu, posrnagatoum
HABKONMLWHI KpaeBnan. na Hei, 3Bu4aiiHo, gou 6yB He cTpaLl-
HUM. HaBnaKku, BOHa, AK i KOXKHa HOPMasibHa *Kaba, ntobuna BogHY
CTUXit0. A oL, MOCUIMBLUUCH, CNPaBAi NepeTBOPUBCA Ha CTUXIMHE
nnxo. XoBaTUCh Nia, AepeBa BxKe byno 6e3rny3no, i MeTuk Takox
BMPILUMB He 3BePTaTM Ha 3/IMBY yBaru.

— MepecTaHb WAbONaTK MO Kantoxax, J/1i3o, — 3HOBY NPUKPUK-
HYB BiH Ha CynyTHULIO. — bauunw, TM MmeHe 3ansanana rpa3toKorn?

Ta Jli3a He 3BepTana yBaru Ha 3ayBaKeHHA HanapHuKa. I
cnopobanoca noaopoXkyBaTh, 60 paHiwe BOHa HiKyAu He Bigayya-
N1acA Bif, CBOET PiUKM. A TYT LLe M NOLWACTUANO i3 CYNyTHUKOM. BiH
XOY AEeKOIN NOKPUKYE Ha Hei, Ta pobutb Le 6e3 3n10cTi. Tomy BOHa,
PaAitoumn XKUTTHO, HaBITb NOYana NiACKaKyBaTK Bif, 3a40BOIEHHS.

MeTuK wWwe pa3s xoTiB 3pobuTtn Jli3i 3ayBakeHHsA, ane, noBep-
HYBLLW rON0BY A0 HEi, MTOMITUB KPAEM OKa, WO 3334y A0 HUX Ha-
BANKAETLCA KOPTEX MalUMH. Ix Byno 3 aecaTtok. Mo konbopy
MaLWKMH MeTHK 340rafaBca, Wo Hanexatb BOHWU baHai NepeBepTHA.
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«Llle uboro Ham He BMUCTa4yano, — y Bigyai nogymas NOMIYHUK
AeTeKkTuBa. — 3BigKina BoHU TyT B3Anuca? Hesxe lNepeBepTeHb Ai-
3HaBcA, Ae 3HaxoauTbeA I3abenna? Tpeba wocb pobuTn».

Ane WWo BiH Mir BAIATM 04MH NPOTU TaKOi apMii 036POEHMUX
6aHanTiB? | TyT NeTuk nobaums Ha y36iudi JOpOrn BEeNUKOro Ka-
MeHA. BiH noaymas, WO KON BUKOTUTM KaMiHb Ha Aopory, TO Ma-
LWMHKM NPOIXaTn He 3MOXKYTb. JJopora B LboMy MicLi byna Akpas
BY3eHbKa. KamMiHb BUABUBCA BaXKKUM, i 3emns Byna camsbKoro,
Tomy leTuky gosenocs Henerko. BiH KoB3aBcA, Nagas, NigHiMaBcA
M LUTOBXAB KaMeHoKy aani. J/liza navMrana HaBKOI0 HbOTO, He PO3y-
Mit0uM, B YOMY cnpasa. BoHa 3anaunrHyna i Ha KamMeHs, Big, 4oro
BiH LLEe NOoBarkyas.

— He 3aBaxai, /1izo! — npuKkpuKHyB Ha Hei MeTuk. — Nlinwe 6
aonomorna...

3peLwToro, BiH yce
X YCTUT NeperopoauTm
A0pory, a cam WBK-
AEeHbKO 3aX0BaBCA B Ka-
HaBy.

—li3o, ian no
MeHe, — N03BaB BiH Ha-
napHuUUto, ane xaba
NpPOAOBXKYyBaNa NANraTn
Ha KaMeHi, BUCYHYBLUM
A3MKa Ta KBAKaOUML.

— Ni3o, xoBatical..
— yKe 3aKkpuyas lNeTuK,
Ta 6yno nisHo.

MawuHu, nigKo-
TUBLUM 0 KaMeHsA, 3y-
NMMHUANUCE. |3 HUX,
NPUKPUBAKOYMCH 30H-
TaMu, NOBUXOAUNIN Na-
caxupu. NepeBepTHA
cepen HUX He byno. Ma-




6yTb, MOro 3aTpMMasnv B MICTi AKiCb HEBiAKNaAHI cnpaBsu.

Mob6aumMBLLM Ha KaMeHi, AKMI Neperopoans AOPOry, Benn-
yesHy *Kaby, 6aHANTU Ha MUTb PO3rybuanca. Jlisa TakoX i3 LiKkaBsi-
CTIO PO3rnAgana ix, po3ayBatoym LWOKM.

— MornaHbTe, AKa BeAMYe3Ha *Kaba, — MopyLwunB TULY OAMH i3
6aHAnTIB. — 3apas3 A ii napaconbkoto npub’io.

BiH cnpaBAai po3maxHyBCA NAapaco/IbKOIO i HANEeBHO NOKaNiums
6u J1i3y, AK6M BOHA BYACHO He Biackoumna B6iK. Mapaconbka, yaa-
puBLWKCb 06 KamiHb, Nonamanacs, a Jlisa NpoAoBKyBaia AUBUTUCA
Ha AMBHWX Ta arpecmBHUX cyb’eKTiB, HIOM PO3AYMYHOUN, L0 3 HUMM
pobuTn.

— AX T, 3eneHe CTPAaxoBMCbKO! — 3aKpu4aB po3ntoyeHnit bax-
OVT.

BiH BMXONMB Napaco/ibKy B TOBapMLUA 1 3HOBY HAaKMHYBCA HA
Nizy.

BoHa yHWMKANA 1 LbOro yAapy, afe Taka NoBesiHKa He3Halom-
LiB y»Ke po3cepanna ii. Jliza He 3BMKNa A0 rpyboro BigHOLWEHHS.
BoHa po3ayna LWOKM, KibKa pa3iB rpisHO KBaKHyNa M HAKMHYNaCb
Ha arpecmBHoOro 6aHaMTa, 3aN/IMrHYBLIKW MOMY Ha rpyau. BoHa Bxo-
NMUAACb NANKaMM 33 KPaBaTKY M, BUCTPIZIMBLUM JIMNMKUM A3UKOM,
npuKkneinacb Ao 061mMy4s HanagHWKa. BoHa xoTina Moro NpoKoBT-
HYTW, TiIbKM HE pO3paxyBana, WO TaKOro BE/IETHA i He 34yKaTu.
Ni3a 3BMKNa, WO KOAM NOJIOE 33 34061440, TO BCE, WO NPUAUNHE
00 A3MKA, HEOAMIHHO ONUHAETLCA B HET Y WAYHKY. BoHa wocuau
noTtArHyna 3406uy sa3nkom ao cebe, ane gapemHo. Take byno Bpa-
¥eHHA, wo Jli3a uinyerbca 3 6aHANTOM. YpeLTi-peLT, 3a/IMWMBLLM
30BCiM CMAHTE/IMYEHOTO CYNPOTUBHUKA, BOHA MEPENINUTHYNA HA iH-
woro. BiH 6yB meHLWMM Ha 3picT, i Jliza cnoaiBanacs, Wwo uboro
TaKM BAACTbCA MPOKOBTHYTU.

— O1r-110-0-0-01! — ronocHo 3aKpuyas ii HoBUIA 0bpaHeLb.

Ni3a HaBiTb 3aMBYyBanacb, 60 A0 LbOTO ii }KePTBU — MYLLKK I
MeTeNNKM — TaK He BepeLanu.

«Yoro BiH BepewmTb? — nogymana fliza. — TakMn KPUKAMBUMN
cy6’ekT, MabyTb, He ICTIBHMI», — BUPILUMAAQ BOHA i 3aNMrHyAa Ha
noro cyciga.
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Tak BOHa po3Bakanacb 6U 40 camoro Be4opa, ajie OCTaHHiM
i3 6aHAMTIB 3yMiB TaKM CNPUTHO BMBEPHYTUCS, i J1i3a 3HOBY ONUHMK-
N1acA HA TOMY X KaMeHi.

MeTuK 3 NoANMBOM CNOCTEpIraB 3a KymeaHO NOBeAiHKO
Ni3n. CnoyaTKy BiH XOTiB KMHYTUCD i1 Ha gonomory. Ta yneBHMB-
LWKCb, Wwo Jliza cama moxKe BNopaTUCh i3 LMK AyPHAMM, 3acno-
KOIBCA.

MobaumsLum, AK 0AUH i3 6BaHAMTIB BUXONMB nicToneTa, MNeTnk
y)Xe 3nAKaBcA 3a HanapHuuto. LLo6 He BuaaBatu cebe, BiH NoyaB
HACBMCTYBATU MeNoAito, Aka ocobameo nogobanach J1isi. MouysLn
3HaMOMi 3BYKM, Kaba 3aTaHLOBaNa Ha KaMeHi, YMM 30BCIM yrKe
CnaHTeNn4ymna HanagHuKiB. BoHu, cxoxe, Wwe He 6Baumam TaHLUoo-
Yoi *kabu. OnycTusK 36poto, BaHANTU B TAKT My3ULL 3an1ecKanu
B ALO/I0HI, ane uto iannito nopywms cepanTuia ronoc nepworo 6aH-
AVTa:

— Bu wo, 30Bcim 34ypinn? Yoro BUTPILLUAM OYi Ha Kaby?
MpunbepiTb LbOro KameHs 3 goporu, 60 B Hac LWe 6araTo cborogHi
HEeBMKOHaHOI poboTu!

Moro KoMaHAMPCbKMI TOH NigKa3sas J1isi, Wo BiH TyT ron0s-
HUM | Tpeba 3aMHATUCL CaMe HUM.

— O, Biayenuco, BiaYenuco Big, meHe! — 3akpryas baHAUT,
KOMIYHO BiA6MBaOUYNCH Big, HACTUPAUBOI Kabw.

BoHa K, 3an/IMrHYBLUKX Ha HbOro, 0bMmoTana Momy WK A0-
BMMM A3MKOM 3 HAMIPOM 33a4YLLNTU KPUKYHA.

B pewwTi-pewtT 6aHAUT HaKa3aB TOBapULLIAM CTPINATA B XKaby.
BiH Yyomycb He noaymas, WO, LiNsyYnChb B Kaby, BOHM MOXKYTb Mia-
CTpenutu i noro. Tak BOHO 1 Tpanuaocs. Jli3a B4acHO nepenaur-
Hy/1a Ha iHWoro 6aHAKUTa, a Len, NiacTpeneHunii, 3BaINBCA Ha
3em/to.

MeTMK 3 NogMBOM criocTepiras, Ak 6aHAUTM CTPINAAN OAMH
0AHOro, a /1i3i xo4 6m wWwo. A NoTim TyT PO3ropHYBCA CNPABXKHIN Bin.
3aiiHANaca Taka CTPiNAHMHA, Wwo Jli3a, 3n1aKaBLIKCh, Nocnilwnna Ao
KaHaBMW.

I3-3a 06pito Ha A0PO3i NOKa3anMCh NOAILLERCbKI MalMHN. IXHi
CUpeHun 3amycuam baHguTie nepepsat 6uTey. Ti, W0 3aAULWNANCE B
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UBUX, KWHYNUCA A0 CBOIX aBTO, ane BHAcNiAoK 6e3naaHoi cTpina-
HMHW MALUMHW TAaKOX MNOCTPAXKAaN.

Konu onepauia no 3HeWKoaAKeHHO baHAMTIB 3aKiHUMNacs,
Komicap byp yBaxkHO 0b6cTeXKMB MicLLe CyTUYKKN. Ha npeBenunke
CBOE 34MBYBaHHA, BiH N06auYMB y KIOBETI HEBENNYKY KYMKY Ny-
LWNWHHA BiA HaciHHA. Ha 0614y Komicapa 3’aBmMaack ipoHivyHa no-
CMiLKa.

«3HoBYy MakKc i3 noMmiYHMKOM nonpautoBanu, — nogymas byp.
— BOHM TaK 3HeLWwKoaATb yCix 6aHANTIB B OKPY3i, i A e 3aA1wyCb
6e3 poboTtun. [lobpe, WO 5 NOBEPHYB AETEKTUBY NiLeH3it0. Hexall
NPALIoTb XN0MNLi».

MakKc e He 3HaB NPO NOAit, AKA TPANUAACb 3a MICTOM. BiH,
3PYYHO BNALWUTYBABLUWUCH Y KPiCAi, NIHUBO Nepernaaas CTapi *Kyp-
HanW. YBIMKHYBLUM Tenesizop, MaKc noyyB NoOBigOMNAEHHA NPO
HaA3BUYaAMHY NOAI0, WO CTaslacA CbOroAHi Ha A0PO03i 3@ MiCTOM.
LlA HOBMHA 3myCcnna AeTEKTMBA 3aHEMOKOITUCL. TO X AKpa3 Ta Ao-
pora, No AKi Manu NpPoixaTn MOro NocnaHui. Biayysaroum Ha gywi
TPUBOrY, BiH BU3SMPHYB Y BIKHO.

— Makc, mu ocb ge! — noyys getekTms rosoc MeTuka.

— A A WwolHO AymaB Npo Bac! — pagicHo 3ycTpiB AeTeKTMB
Apy3iB. BiH TaK 3paais, N06auMBLUN iX HEYLIKOAXKEHUMMU, LWLO He
AaBaB IM i poTa BigKpUTU. — AK NpoMLwaa Balwa noi3aka? Bu He no-
Tpanuau B Ty NpUroAay Ha A0p03i, PO AKY 3apa3 po3noBiAatoTb No
Tenesizopy? AK Jliza?...

— Ty A03BOANLL HAM XO4 C/IOBO CKa3aTn? — 3ynMHUB MOTIK 3a-
nuTaHb MeTuk. — 3 13abennoto Bce rapass, He nepenmalica, a Npo
noAii Ha aopo3i xan Jliza Tob6i po3nosigae. BoHa 6pana B HUX bes-
nocepeaHto y4acTb, ane 3apa3 Tak 3ros04HiNa, Wwo i, 6aumw, He
[0 po3noBig,.

Ni3a, noKn nwna ua poamosa, 6e3sycniwHoO HAWNOPWAA B NO-
POXKHbOMY XON0AUbHUKY.

— Hy wo X, nigemo ao 3abiraiinisku WKHKapsa 3toHi. Tyan
piaKo 3arnAagatoTb Taki BigBiaysavi AK LLura un Jar, — Makc 3auu-
HUMB BIKHO i BUMKHYB Yy odici cBiTN0. — Tam, y COKilHin o6cTaHOBLi,
BM 1 PO3MNOBICTE MEHI NPO BCi BaLli Npurogu.
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OusHe 3axonneHHs TleTuka
nitakobyaysaHHam

— | TM ragaew, Wo ue npegmeT 3MOKe NiTaTu? — 3anuTas
Makc y cBOro nomivyHumka.

— [MeBHa piy, — cnokiiHo Bignosis [eTKK, NonpasBaAYM pe-
MiHL,i, AKMMM BiH NPUKPINMB HA cObi AKMINCL ANBHMI anapar i3 Be-
JIMKUMM KaPTOHHUMM Kpunamu. — O60B’A3KOBO MaE€ niTatn, —
yneBHEHO NPoAo0BKyBaB NeTuk. BiH po3npaBmB KapTOHHI Kpuna 1
KinbKa pasiB NiACKO4YMB Ha Micl,i, NepeBipsaoYn, UM HaLIAHO NpU-
KpinaeHe Ha HboMY CNOPALAXKEHHSA.

JleTiTn goBeaeTbCA Xo4 i He Ay»XKe JaNeKo, Ta BCe X i He
6113bKo. 3 BUCOTM Naropba BMAHINOCA 03epo, nocepes, AKoro byin-
HOM POC/IMHHICTIO 3eN1eHiB HEBENIMKKUIA ocTpiB i Binina Bucoka by-
aisna. Came Tyam 1 noBUHeH 6yB neTiTn MNeTnK Ha BUrOTOBNIEHOMY
HMM anaparti.

Ha ocTtpoBi 3apa3 3Haxoamnacb HOBa pe3naeHLia piHaHCKCTa
[ara. BiaHWHI BiH MyCMB NepexoByBaTMCb He TiJIbKK Big, HAaCTMPAN-
BOrO AETEKTUBA, a/ie 1 Bif, CBOro CMHOYKa — [epeBepTHA. [loBe-
noca [lary 3 4,ONoOMOorot mepa KynuTu Len WwmaTok 3emni. Octpis
paHiwe cayryBas NpUTYyAKOM ana 6poaar i micuem, ae 36mupanunco
oxodi nopubanutn. Pubanka Tyt, 3a3Buyan, byna Ha cnhasy. Ha-
BKO10 OCTPOBa B IMMHBOKMX 3aBOAAX BOAUNOCh 6arato pubu, ocob-
JINBO COMIB.

Kynuswwu ocTpis, [lar Bubyaysas BENNKNUI AiM, HABiTb 06-
NawTyBaB MangaHYmMK gna ocobuctoro nitaka. Yca Tepmutopisa ocT-
poBa Tenep KULWiiia OXOPOHLAMM Ta APECUPOBAHUMM coBakamm.
Tomy HEeNoMITHO NiACTYNUTUCb A0 OCTPOBA He ByN0 MOXKINBOCTI.
MNeTnk 3 Makcom He pa3 manu 3Mory BNeBHUTUCA B LLbOMY, CroCTe-
piratoum, AK Hamarasca nepenpasuTUcA Tyau MNepesepTeHsb. Yci
MOro aTakm Ha ocTpis byau ycniwHo BiabwUTi.

Yce » 3anuwatu [ara B cnokoi Makc He 36upasca. Momy
BKpan HeobxigHO 6yn0 3HaTK NPO Noganbli NaaHM GiHaHCUCTA.
[ar i3 LLuroto nicna Toro sBMnagKy B 3amMiCbKomy A0Mi TOMUPUANCA

51



M Tenep YaCTeHbKO 3yCTpivYanCb B HOBIM pe3naeHuii diHaHcuCTa.
LLury goctaBnanm ctoan Ha ocobuctomy nitaky dara.

HewopnasHo lMeTuK BigLwyKas y MiCbKOMY apxiBi cTapi Kpec-
NIeHHA NiTanbHOro anapaTty. BuaBnaerbca, y iXHbOMY MICTi KONUCb
[ABHO NPOXMBAB ANBAK, AKUN MPiAB NiTaTK. BiH 3aanwmB nicna
cebe geTanbHi KpecneHHs cBoro anapaTy. MNeTuK HacTinbKK 3aro-
piBCA BUTOTOBWUTU NiTaK, WO NpaLOBaB AEHb i HiY Hag, LMM nNpo-
eKTom. MaKc anByBaBCA HACTUPIMBOCTI CBOrO NOMIYHMKA. BiH
30BCiM He BipuB, WO MeTUK 3MOorKe WoCb NYTHE 3p0buTH. Hikomy X
He BiAOMO, UM NigHIMaBCA B NOBITPA Cam aBTOP BMHaxoA4y. A AKLLO
nigHIMaBCA, TO YMM 3aKiHUMBCA LLEeN NONIT.

Makc Bigpa3sy »* nonepeaus lNeTuKa, Wo BiH 6paTh yyacTi B
PU3MKOBAHOMY EKCNePUMEHTI He byae i homy He paauTb. Ta
MeTnK, 3aXONUBLLUNCL HOBOI CMPaBOLO, i cayxaTn He 6arkaB MakKca.
MOXNMBO, y MOro KMaax TEKNA KPOB AKOTOCb AANIEKOrO NPeaKa,
O MpiaB niTaTn. A moxe,
TUM NpeaKkom 6yB i cam
aBTOp Kpec/neHb?

fop6b0o4OoK 3a rop-
GOYKOM, CTENKEUKY 32 CTe-
*KEeYKoo 40NaB XKa4yoK
loua, gobuparouncs oo
NOMeLLKaHHA nyraya
Myru. BoHu we paHiwe
O0MOBUANCA NPO 3YyCTPIM.
Myra 36upasca gobyay-
BaTW Ha 3MMY CBOLO Xa-
TUHY, a [o4ya maB cnaBy
BMpaBHOro byaisenbHUKa.
Tomy 1 oTpMaB 3aMOB-
JIEHHA Bif, CBOro cTaporo
3Hallomoro.

Hoporoto [o4a Ha-
36MpaB Ha KOOYKHK
TpOXu byaiBenbHUX maTe-
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pianis — cyxoi TpaBW, NNCTA Ta XBOPOCTMHOK. 3i CTOPOHM BiH Hara-
AyBaB HEBEJ/INKY KOMULIO HAa MaJIeHbKUX HiXKKaX. [JO NOMeLlKaHHA
nyrava 3a/IMLLanocCh BXe 30BCiM TPOXU, K panTom i3 Heba 3Banun-
nocA Ha louy Wochk BaXKKe, fefib He po34aBUBLUM MOTO.

— On-no-o0-0-o0-oun!.. — 3aBepewiano Te, WO 3Ba/INN0CA 3BEPXY.

— Alt-ain-a-a-a-ait! — 3aBonaB 3 nepensky loua.

BiH BubpaBsca 3-nig HanagHWKa 1 XOTiB BXXe KMHYTUCb Ha-
BTbOKMW, asie HanagHMK 3HOBY ¥aNibHO 3aKpuMyaB:

— Jonomoi-i-i-Tb!..

lo4Ya 3ynMHKUBCA, 03UPHYBCA Ha KPUK i... oToponis. Hivoro no-
AiOHOro BiH wWe He 6aymB. HanagHUKOM BUABUBCA AKUNCb AUBHUMN
Kpinb. BiH 6yB y pemeHsAX, a 3a CMMHOIO B HbOTO BMCTYNA/IM NOPBaHi
LUMATKM KapToHy. Kpinb NnpoaoBKyBaB *anibHO CKUrAUTHK, | Moro
MOXHa 6yno 3po3ymiTn. Byab-xT0O, ynaBLUM 3 BUCOTU Ha iPKaKa, 3a-
BepeLwnTb. Jobpe we, Wwo Koa4dkn Fodi byam npukpuTi Tpasoto,
NUCTAM | moxoMm. AKBM He Le, TO HeBiZOMMI 3apa3 Kpuyas bu we
rONOCHiLWe.

— Patyiite-e-el.. — npozoBKyBaB 61aratm He3HaMomeLb, TOMyY
loya 3myLLIEHMIN BYB TaKM 3aUHATUCD HUM.

BiH po3cTibHYyB pemeHi, Biag4YenuBs Big, NOTepnifIoro KapTOHHi
JINCTW 1 XOTiB 4ONOMOITM NiABECTUCH, a/ie TOM CaM »KBaBoO NiaBiBCA
Ha HOMM, HAKMHYBLUWUCb Ha o4y 3 AUBHMMMK NpPETEH3IAMMU:

— 3BiAKM TyT B3AaucA ixakm?! — 3akpumyas MeTtuk, 60 came BiH
noTpanus y Lo aBapito. — Hemae Big Bac Hige npoxoay! Kyan He
BnageLl — yCoau Balli FOJKMW...

—Mpobaute, ane s 30BCiM He... ycloan, — BignosiB obparke-
HUM Fova. — A AMwe NpPoxoamB TyT, | 40 TOFO K — O4ANH. Yomy BUM
3BEPTAETECH A0 MEHE Y MHOMMUHI?..

—Yomy, yomy... — MeT1K, CKPMBMBLUUCH, YyXaB YLLIKOAKEHI
MicuA. Mioro noKonoTa KoMloYKaMM oiexa Tenep BUrNAAana, Hade
peweTo. — Bu xoyeTe cKasaTtu, WO NPOXOANAN TYT OAMH, i A CNpo-
Mirca BnacTuM came Ha Bac?

— 3BMYanHoO, — norogmeca Moya. — Bam Ayke He now,acTuno,
60 MOKHa 6y/10 BNAaCTM OH Ha TpaBy YM Ha Kyww,i. | 1 6 ToAj He Tak
nepenakascA...

53



—Ta go yoro TyT BU?... — [1eTUK NigHAB i3 3eMNi NoONaMaHi
Kpuaa cBOro nitanbHoro anapaty. — OH, 31amaBcA pe3ynbTaT MOEI
HanoNern1MBoi NpaLi, — BiH MOKa3aB Ha WMATKM KapTOHY. — A, po3y-
MI€ETE, BECb TUMKAEHb MANCTPYBaB LLen 4ya0BuUN NiTak. A gbaninanso
NPUIrBMHYYBAB TYT IBUMHTUK 3@ TBUHTUKOM. | LLLO Tenep mato?...

— O, MOX/MBO, A BAM A0MNOMOXY, — NOXKBaBiLLaB PKAYOK. —
MeHe, n0 pedi, 38yTb Fo4a. A Bigomuii TyT byaisenbHuK. MeHe i3
334,0B0OJIEHHAM 3aNpoLWyOTb Ha ByAiBHMLUTBO BCi, KOMY BiAOMO
npo Moi 34i6HoCTi. A Bac AK Benn4aTn?

— MoMmiYyHUMK 3HameHUTOro aetektnaa Makca — lNeTuk, — Bia-
pPEKOMEHAYBABCA NOCTPAXKAANUN.

—[apHO MK 3 BaMM NO3HANOMMANCH, — i3 MOCMILLKOI MOKa-
3aB Ha Hebo lNoua.

— Tak, MoxHa 6yno 6 i Kpalle, — TaKOXK NOCMixHyBcs NeTuK,
yCe e YyXatoumncb. — TO BN KaXKeTe, LLLO MAETE XUCT A0 MAUCTPY-
BaHHA?

— 3BMYarHoO. A TyT HaMKpaLwmi y uit cnpasi! — Mouya po3kpus
YyeMoAaHYNKa, 4EMOHCTPYOYN HOBOMY TOBApULLY CBOI IHCTPY-
MeHTM. — AKLLO po3noBicTe Npo BaLwi npobaemu, To A cnpobyo
BaM AOMOMOITH.

— Moi npobaemu ocb y LbOMY NliTa/IbHOMY anapari, — CyMHO
Bi4MNOBIB MOMIYHUK AETEKTMBA. — Y MeHe TamM Haropi 3aAnWnancb
KpPeCneHHs, — BiH KMBHYB Ha naropb.

— Wo , niwnun Tyam, — 3anponoHysas [o4ya, 30BCim 3abyBLUK
npo Myry.

Ha BepxiBuji naropba, BAMBAAKYNCD BHU3, XBU/IHOBA/IUCA
Makc i fliza. BoHu 6aumnu, sk MeTuk, posirHaBwuck i3 naropba Ta
pPO3NpPaBMBLLN KAPTOHHI KpUaa, KaMeHeM ynas Ky4uMCb 3a KyLLi,
ane HiAK He MOrn po3rneaitu, Ae BiH.

—Tu xunBmn? — 3paais Makc, nobaumnsLum MeTmka. — AK TM Tam
npmusemnmeca? He 3abusca?

— MoKHa cKasaTu, Wo NpM3emManBCA B4AN0, — BiANOBIB
MeTuk, nigmoprHysLwwmn Movi. — 3HanomTech, BigomMnii byaisenbHUK
loya, — BiH KMBHYB Ha 3HIAKOBINOrO iXakKa.

MobaumBLim noaipsasneHy oaexy MNetnka, Makc 3goragascs,
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AKe 6yN10 «BAaNEe» NPU3EMJIEHHS.

MeTuK 3 Foyeto Biapasy K B3AAMCA 3@ PEMOHT NiTa/IbHOro
anapaty. Makc cnpobyBaB BigMOBWUTH iX, afie 3p03YyMiB, LLO LEe He-
MOXKNMBO. JINCTU i3 KpecneHHAMM Byn po3cTeneHi NPAMO Ha
Tpasi. [o4a po3KpPMB YeMO4aHUYMKA, AiCTaB IHCTPYMEHTH, | BOHM NO-
PUHYAWU B 3aXON/IMBUI | 3aragKoBU CBIT NiTakobyayBaHHA. fli3a
Hamarasacs iMm AKOCb A40MomaraTu, aJie TibKKU 3aBaxKana.

A Makc yce 06aymyBaB BapiaHTH, ik b1 nepenpaBuTUCA Ha
ocTpiB. He cnoajisaTtmcsa X Ha oumx AnBakis!

TaemHe BiABiAAGHHA OCTpoBa

[18a BeNeTEHCbKUX COMM, TPAOYUCh, NipHanuM B rMbuHy o3epa
i XoBanuca oAuH Bifg, 04HOro 3a KOPiHHAMM AepeBa. 3abaBaanuca
BOHW HENoOAaniK Big 6epera, TOMy KOpiHHA Nig BOA40 BUCTAYano.

Konu BOHW B 4eprosuit pa3 BUHUPHYN Ha MOBEPXHIO BOAM, HA
HUX i3 Heba BnNaB AMBHUI NpegmeT. Hivoro nogibHoro comm paHiwe
He 6a4ynaKn, Xod Ha AHi rMMBoKoro o3epa MorKHa b6yno 3HaUTU I He
Take. Lle 6ynn nonamaHi KApTOHHI NCTKU, NepeB’s3aHi pemiHLAMM.
[o Toro  npeameT LEeN roNoCHO Kpuyas. | gonomarana rMomy B
ubomy abo, TOYHiLe, KBaKaa LWe AKacb icToTa.

CnaHTeNnyeHi comun He 3HaNn, Wo 1 pobUTK i3 UMM NoaapyH-
Kom. MobaumBLum, Wo ABi iCTOTK 3 YCiX CUA HaMaraancsa AONAUCTU
Ao bepera, comm noaymanu, Wo He 3aBagmno 6 cnpobysaTtu ix Ha
CMaK. BoHu, rpatoumnce, y»Ke 3ronogHinun. CtapLlumii cCom cxonmBecs 3a
icToTy, Wo 6yna nobinble, a MONOALIOMY AicTanaca MeHLa.

MeTuk nipHyB nig Boay, 60 MOro XToCb HACTUP/INBO TATHYB Y
rMMBUHY, ane 3aBAAKN KapPTOHHMM KpU/aM BiH 3HOBY BUMNiPHYB Ha
noBepxHto o3epa. Jli3i byno nerwe, 60 BoHa Boan He 6oanack. Yni-
3HaBLIKM 3HAMOMOTO COMa, IKUN HE3PO3YMI/I0 YHOMY NPUYEnnBCA A0
Hei, BoHa fobpAye NACHyna No MOro WUpOoKi mopai nanot. Ob6pa-
YKEHUM COM Ti€l X MUTI BignycTus ii. Jli3a nipHyna nig soay 1 Haaa-
Basa NAnaciB i Moro HanapHuKy, wob He yinnssca go MeTuKa.
OcopomneHi comu 6ynn 3myLleHi 3axoBaTnca B Hamyn, a MeTuk 3
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Ni3oto HapewTi BUbBpanucs i3 Boaun. 3a4aneKy noyyBcA raBkiT cobak,
Wwo Habauxkasca. HeobxigHo 6yn0 KyaMcb 3aX0BaTUCh, afie Kyau?
Ha gepeBo 3an1i3TN BOHM BXe He BCTUTHYTD, i Jli3a He BMi€ 1a3uUTM Nno
Aepesax. A ocb HOpa, AKy MeTnk nobayms nig AepeBom, MOrna CTaTu
imy npuroai. Hopa, Ha WacTa, BUABMAACL BENMKOK. Hanexana BOHa,
MabyTb, ancuui, 60 ckpi3b BUAHIANCA KNanTi pyAaoi wepcri.

Ni3i y Hopi He cnogobanock. BoHa B3arani Yomycb He NoBa-
»Kafla AMcuub, ane cnpasa HaBiTb He B incuLAX. BoHa, yce-Taku, byna
BOAAHOIO *Kaboto, a He 3eMNAHOID, TOMY pillyye NOBEPHYNA Ha3aa,
0,0 BUXOAY 3 HOPMW.

Tum yacom cobakm 3araBkanu 308cim 6113bKO. MpUHIOXYIO-
YMCb 40 CAigiB, BOHWM 3aKPYKAAAM HaBKOO Hopu. O4unH i3 ncis 3a-
3UPHYB Y HOopy. MobaumBLIM Tam NepensikaHi BesnKi odi Xabu, a B
HUX, Haye B A3epKani, CBOE BigobparKeHHA, nec 3acKkaBy4as i BiACKo-
4ymB nogani Big Hopu. BiH KMHYBCA HaBTiKaya, a 32 HUM, NPOA0B-
YKYHOUM TONOCHO raBKaTh, MOMYaNM M iHLWI.

Tenep Jliza BXe He 3HaNA YM BMNA3UTU HA30BHI, YN 3aAULLIN-
TUCb TYT. AK He AK, ane ii POANYKMN AKOCb KMBYTb Y HOpax. [OKM BOHa
po34ymMyBana, 40 HOPM HaBiAaNaCb Xa3AMKa LbOro NOMELLUKaHHA —
nmcnuAa. MNobaumsLum J1i3y, BOHa TaKOXK 3aBepeLLana i KUHynacb retb
BiZ, CBOEI LOMIBKMU.

Ni3a HaBiTb 0bpa3nnacb Ha HUX ycCix. HeBXKe BOHA HaCTiNIbKK
noraHo BUrNS4a€, WO BCi YOMYCb caxatoTbcesA ii? BoHa xoTina noroso-
PUTW Ha L0 TeMy 3 HaNapHUKOM, ane eTuK Haragas ii, Wo BOHMU
NOBWHHI BUKOHYBATM 3aBAAHHA, a He HasikaTu.

Tum yacom yxke ctemHino. Henoganik, y gomi ¢iHaHcucTa 3a-
CBITMAKMCA BiKHA, Wo 6yno agopevyHnm, 60 came Uen Aim ix i LikaBuB.
TUWKOM-HULIKOM BOHM NONPAMYBAAM Ha CBIT/O.

XoBatounch 3a aepeBamu, MeTuk i3 Jlizoro Habamsmnnucs go 6y-
Aisni. MobaumBLwKM Tam HaNiBBiAYMHEHI ABEPi, BOHM NMPOLMUTHYAN
BCepeanHy 1 3aTainnca. HaBkono ctoana Tuwa. Ta panTom 3Bepxy
3arypKoTino, i Ha HUX YNano LLOCb CXOXKe Ha MilOK. MNpnanBMBLLACS,
BOHM nobaunnm, wo ue uenopaHoBMN YOPHUM NaKeT, NOBHWUM
CMITTA.

— Lle cmitTenposia, — 3poragasca MeTuk, obmauyoum 40CUTb
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LWMPOKY Tpyby Haa ronoBoto. — Mu 3HaxoA4MMOCA B CMITTE3BIPHUKY,
i ue He TaK NoraHo. Mo HbOMYy MOXHa MPOHUKHYTK BCEpeauHy A0-
MiBKW. Tn 5K, rotoBa?

Jli3a Wwe HiKoNM He NPOHMKANa B A4im Yepes CMITTENPOBIA, TOMY
po3rybneHo mos4ana. A lNMeTuk niactaBus nig Tpyby nobinble na-
KeTiB 3i CMITTAM i, 3abpaBLIMCb Ha Ty ropy, NepLwmnm 3ani3 B Tpyoy.
Ni3a cminneo nonisna 3a HUM. TaKMM YMHOM BOHW NOTPANUAN [0
HEBE/IMKOro MNPUMILLLEHHA.

Po3BigHWKM 340raganunca, Wo ue KyxHa, OCKINbKM TYyT CTOAB Yy-
AOBWIA apOMaT rapHoi KaBu.

MouyBcA 3BYK KPOKiIB, WO Habaukanucb. MNeTuk 3 Jlizoto cxo-
Ba/INCA NiA, CTiN, @ KPOKM HaNeXKanu TOBCTIM KymeaHilh ocobi B nispei.
Lle cny»KHMK NpUIALLIOB 3aBapmUTKU Xa3AiHy KaBy. BiH HanauB ABi Ya-
LWEeYKM Hamnoto, NOCTaBMB iX Ha NiAHOC i, HACBUCTYIOUM AKYCb Meso-
Ait0, BANLOB.

BUILIOB CNYXKHUK i3 KyXHi BXKe HE OAMH. 32 HUM, TUXEHBKO CTY-
naroym, NPUAAWTYBaNNCH [eTuK 3 JTi3010. XOBAKOUMCh 3a C/TYXKHUKOM,
BOHW NOTPaNUAM A0 BENUKOI, 40b6pe OCBiTNEHOI BiTabHi, 1 Bigpa3y
X NPOWMMUIHYAU Nif AOBIUMN, aXK 40 A0NIBKM NALL, WO BUCIB Ha Bi-
Wwanui. Burnanyswu 3-nig nnawa, BOHWM nobauymam 6ina KamiHy xa-
3AiHa gomy — [lara. BiH pOo3MOBAAB i3 AKMMOCb NAHOM, L0 CTOAB
CMUHO A0 PO3BiAHUKIB. CNYKHUK, 3a/IMWLINBLLN HA HEBENUYKOMY
CTONIMKY NiAHOC i3 KaBO, 6e3LYyMHO BUNLLOB.

— A aymato, Wo Le 3aBAaHHA byae anA Bac He HAATO CKNAL-
HWUM, — 3aroBopwus [ar, 3BepTatoumcb A0 rocta. — Te, Wo A Y4yB Npo
BalUi YHiKaNbHi 34i6HOCTI, 4a€ MeHi NiacTaBy Tak AymaTu.

lcTb y BiAnoBigb He BMMOBMB Hi C10Ba. BiH, cmaKytoumn Kasy,
NPOAOB}KYBaB CTOATU B TilA XKe Nos3i.

— Ocoba, Wo Hac uikaBuTb, Hi4oro i3 cebe He npeacTaBAsE,
ane, BCe-TaKM, AyrKe HaAOKy4YAnBa. Tomy AiliTe BNEBHEHO i pillyye.

3-nig, ctona, Haye M’'AYMK, BUKOTMBCA Ha MASIEHbKMX NlanKax
HeBENIMYKUIA AeKOpaTUBHUM necuk. BiH nonunsas fary Tydni, nBa
pa3u TUXEHbKO raBKkHyB i Nobir go Biwankn. MabyTb Taku, LLOCb BU-
HIOXaB. Y AEeKOPATUBHMX NECUKIB TaKOXK ByBae cobaunit HIoX.

3a3MpHyBLWM 33 NNaLl, NeCUK Ha AMBO roJ0CHO 3araBKas. [dar
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i3 rocTem NPOAOBXKYBAIN BAXK/INBY PO3MOBY | HE 3BEPHYN Ha Le
yBaru. A MNMeTuK, cxonusLIM NecuKa, NPUKPUB MOro CBOIM Tifiom, i 3
nepenaky Tak NPUTUCHYB HeL,ACHY TBAPMHKY, WO Ta HE MOTAa Hi ras-
KaTu, Hi auxaTtun. MNecnk gpuraB KOPOTEHbKMMUM NanKamm, CKY/InNB i,
HapewTi, 3aMOBK. J1i3i MOro HaBiTb WKoOAa cTano. BoHa cnpobyBana
3Bi/IbHUTU NecuKa, ane 6yno Bxe ni3Ho. MeTUK, Haxanb,Taku Npu-
OYLWNB TBAPUHKY.

— Wynuk! Wynuky! —no3sas necmka [ar, Ta Bignosigi Homycb
He byno.

He3Haliomeupb pilwyye Niginwos Ao Bilanku, Bigxmnme nony
CBOro nAalla 1, 3sM4ariHo, nobaums Tam po3BiaHUKIB MakKca.

[NAHYBWMKM HAa MOBYA3HOro naHa, flisa mano He Bmepna 3i
cTpaxy. 0611M4uAa naHa 6y10 NOLWMATOBAHE LPaMaMM, Big, AKX BOHO
BECb Yac Hibu ornagHo nocmixanock. MNeTnK He NnpnanBAABCA A0 06-
IN44A NaHa, a, NPOLWMMUIHYBLUM Y HbOrO NOMIK Hir, KWHYBCA racatu
MO BiTaNbHi, WYKaOUM iHWY cxOBaHKy. Moro cnpobysas yniimaTy
[Oar. Ta xiba nepenskaHoOro Kponaa ferko sninmatm? 3pewrToto, Adar
no6auyms cBoro yntobneHua 6e3anuxaHHUM i TaKk 3aBepeLLas, Lo 40
BiTaNIbHi N036iranaca BcA Yenaab Ta OXOPOHLL.

He3Halomeub cnpobyBas yniimaTu Jli3y, ane BOHa, AK i Hane-
UTb ¥Kabi, byna cAnM3bKOK, TOMY 3 NerkicTio BUCAM3HYANA 3 MOro
NewarT i KWHynacb NAnraTK Benig 3a MNetukom.

Y BiTaNbHIi TaKe 3apa3 Koinocs, Wo Ba*KKo cobi HaBiTb yABUTU.
OxopoHUui pa3om i3 yenaaato 6iranm 3a nasyTyMkamum m rosoCHO
Kpuyanu. [lar, Xxo4 i He 6iras, ane TakoXK NPOAOBXKYBaB KpUYaTH,
onnakytoun LLlynumka. Mictb [lara MeTyLMBCA HE MeHLUe 33 iHLWKX.

| Tpeba BM3HATK, WO AN TAKOro XBUAOBAHHA Byan BCi nia-
cTasu. OXOPOHLi, NPONYCTUBLUKM B A4iM N1a3yTUYMKIB, PU3MKYBAIN 3a-
amwmtnuce  6e3  BurigHoi pobotn. Yenaab 6osnaca rHiBy
PO3/1t04EeHOro Xa3diHa, a BiH cam rol0CHO onaakyBaB yntob6aeHoro
necuka.

[y»Ke uboro pasy Aonekan momy nasytunkn Makca. Aar Big,
JIFOTi CXOMNMB 3i CTIHW PYLUHULO | MOYaB Ma/INnTU 3 HEI HEBIAOMO B KOrO
Ta AnAa yoro. HanAakaHa cTpinaHmMHo Jliza, He po3aymMyrouun, BuU-
CTpnbHyNa yepes BigYMHEHe BiKHO HaaBip. A MeTuK BMGIr i3 BiTasbHi
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B KOpUAop, 3abir Ha KyxHIO 11 3ackoumB y Tpyby cmiTTenpoBsoay.
YHU3y, BUCKOYMBLUM i3 Npnbyao0BM, BiH Big4yB, LLLO MOMY HA FO1I0BY
BMaso LWOCb M'AIKe 11 340raAaBcA, Wo e Moro HanapHuua. BoHn Ku-
HY/IMCb TiKaTU NOMIX AepeBamn 40 03epa, a 338 HUMM, 34iIAHABLUN
CTpaLlIEeHHWI raBkiT, Myanu cobaku. MeTuK He CTiNbKK 3apa3 bosBscA
cobak, Ak 6igKaBcs, AKMM YMHOM BOHU nepebepyTbcaA Ha Tol beper.
Ane npo cobak TaKoX He MOrKHa byno 3abysaTu.

BoHM AKpa3 o6cTynuam Kinbuem Jlisy, AKa, y4apUBLLUCL Y TEM-
psaBi 06 cToBOYp AepeBa, nexana HenputomHa. OauH i3 ncis, Npu-
HIOXYtOUYMCb, 06epexkHO Habansueca Ao Hei. Mo 3anaxy BaxKKo 6yno
3p0O3YyMITH, WO Lie 3@ CTBOPiIHHSA, 60 Nax/s10 BOHO Ay»Ke noraHo.

Ni3a cnpasgj naxna He KpaLwmm YNHOM, OCKaHOANUBLLUCD Bij,
nepensky. Ta i AK 6yno He 3naKaTnca? HaBKo0 Hel 3/1iCHO raBKanu
PO3/IIOYEHi MCU, KOXKEH BENNYNHOK 3 gopocaoro seamega. MNpu-
MWOBLIM A0 TAMMW, BOHA NePENIUTHYAA Yepe3 OTOPONINX NCiB i no-
M4yana HasgoraHATK lNeTuKa. A BiH i He Nigo3ptoBaB NPO NPUroAay, y
AKY NOTpanmaa Moro HanapHuuA. 3ynnuHuseLLKCk 6ina Boam, BiH ayKe
NOanKyBaB, WO A0 L€l NOpU TaK i HE HABYMBCA NAABATH.

WMoro po3aymu nepepsana Jliza. BoHa 3anaunrHyna Ha HbOro
3334y, i BOHW pa3om nonaganu y soay.

— Ali-a-a-alil.. — 3aKkpuuas lNeTuK, ane 3pasy * 3atux, 60 nig
BOAOI0 KpMyaTK He3pyyHo. CKNaBLIKM Ha rpyaax Nanku, NOMIYHUK ae-
TEKTMBA NOBINIbHO OMYCKAaBCA Ha AHO 03epa, Xa/Kykuu, Wo Tenep
y)e He 3MOXKe 0NnoBicTM Makcy Npo AyrKe BaXKAMBi pe3ynbraTu
iXHbOI 3 J1i3010 PO3BigKU.

Ane BiH gapemHo nepenmascsa. Jliza nigxonuna nmoro i notar-
Hy/1la Ha NOBEpPXHIO BoAW. MNOTiM BOHA NiacTaBmaa HanapHMKY CBOKO
LWMPOKY CMMHY 1 NonanBeaa A0 npoTuaexkHoro bepera.

MeTnK nerkaB Ha M’AKIN CnHi J1i3un, BigYyBarOuK, WO MOMY Ha-
NpoYyA 3py4HO OTaK NIMBTH.

«Tpeba 6yae uboro nita B3sTK Jli3y i3 coboto Ha mope, — no-
AYMaB BiH. — BOHA 3aMiHUTb MeHi HaayBHUI MaTpaL».

Ha npotunexkHomy bepesi ix i3 HeTepniHHAM O4iKyBaB Makc.
MoyyBLUIM HA OCTPOBI CTPINAHWUHY Ta raBKiT cobak, BiH noaymas, WO
BTPATUB MOMIYHMKIB Ha3aBXAuM. Ta, Nnobaumslin, AK BOHU BUOMK-
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patoTbCa 3 BOAM, i3 NOJIETLEHHAM 3iTXHYB.

MeTuK Bigpasy X 3animMraB Ha OAHIN Nani, BUTPYLUYOUM 3 BYX
BOAY.

— Ocb 6aumw, Ak gobpe Bce CKiHYMAOCA, — 3BEPHYBCA BiH A0
Makca. — A TM roBOpMB, WO MU He L0NETUMO...

— A W0, HEeBXKe TaKM A0NETIIN A0 OCTPOBA Ha Tilh KAPTOHL,? —
3amsyBaBcA Makc.

— Hy, maixke gonetinmn, — CKpOMHO yToyHuB lMNeTnk. — A 3apas
noigemo goaomy. Ham tpeba 06CoxHyTH, Ta M PO3MNOBICTU € NPO LLO.
Yn Tobi He uikaBo?

Makcy, 3BM4aiHo, 6yn0 Ay»Ke LikaBo, TOMy BiH 6e3 3B0NiKaHHA
3aBiB MOTOp CBOr0 CTapeHbKOro aBTo.

TpariyHa npuroaa 3 HesHalOMLIEM
y AOBromy nnauyi

He3sHaomeub y HOpHOMY A0BroMy nnalli nepenwos 6es-
NOAHY BYNLLIO | 3yNUHMBCA 6ina BIiTPMHMU FOBENIPHOTO MarasmHy.
BiH Ha XBM/IbKY 03MpPHYBCA. He3Baxatoum Ha BUCOKUI KOMIP
naawa, yce * MoXKHa byno posrneaity moro o6amyua. BoHo 6yno
nepekoleHe Big 6e3nidi rmboKkunx Wwpamis. Yepes Le BiH BeCb Yac
HibM KpnBO NocmixascA. Ha ronosi HeaHanomua 6yB HOPHUM LWIK-
POKOMOAMI Kanentox. Mloro oui npukpmsanu YopHi oKynapw.

MyrMKHYBLUW LWOCb Nig Hic, HE3HANOMeLLb NOCTOAB TPOXM, A
NOTIM HecnilWHO HanpPaBMBCA AaNi B340BX NPUNABKIB BYJIMYHUX
TOprosuiB. BiH 30BCimM He LiIKaBMBCA, YUM Tam TOPrytoTb. byno Take
BPaKEHHS, WO BiH B3arani HiYMM He LiKaBUTbCA, a INLLE BUIALLOB
Ha NPOTyNAHKY.

3anmMwmancb no3aay BXKe TOProsi pAAM i po3noYvaBca KBapTan
AO0POrnX Po3KilWHMX MarasuHiB. ACKpaBi BITPUHM, W0 BUBANUCKY-
Ba/IM BOTHAMM PEKNAMHUX LWMUTIB, TAKOXK HE 3aLliKaBUAN HE3Ha-
nomus.

BiH nepenwoBs yepes naolly i 6insa KBiTyacToi KNymbu oro
LLLOCb 3auikaBuio. Lie 6yB BENMKMI COHAYHUIN TOANHHUK. He3Halo-
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MeLb rMAHYB Ha CBOro roauH-
HMKa i 3HOBY LLLOCb MYTUKHYB
cobi nig Hic. Y ueHTpi micta
nepexokmx nobinbwano, ane
He3Halomelpb iwoB cobi
NPAMO, He 3BepPTatoUM Ha HUX
yBaru. lNepexoxi po3ctyna-
nca nepea HUM, AyMatoun,
LLLO BiH HE3pAYMn. Ta cainum
BiH He 6yB. HaBnakKu, BiH uy-
[0BO Bce 6aumB. BiH yKe
LaBHO NMOMITUB, LLLO MOrO ne-
pecnigytoTb ABi AMBHI iCTOTH.
[onoBy OZHIEI 3 HUX NPUKPU-
BaB BE/IMKWUI XKiHOYMI Kane-
NIOLWOK, a iHWa B3arani byna
O4ArHeHa B AKeCb ApPaHTA.
Yepes nnedye y Apyroi ictotn
BMCi/la NONOTHAHA TOpba, 3
AKOI LA iCTOTa BECb Yac WOChb
ApictaBana. Cknaganocs Bpa-
YKEHHS, WO To 6ynn kebpaku.
3pewToto, He3Halomelb
Pi3KO 3BEPHYB Ha BY3€HbKY BY/JINYKY 1 3aXOBABCA B TEMHOMY
nia’isai.

— Kyam BiH nogiscs, J1i30? T He nomiTmna? —3anurtana y
CBOET CyNnyTHUL, icToTa 3 Topbo1o.

CynyTHMLA BIANOBINA WOCL AYyXe He3p03yMisae, Ha 3pa3oK:
«KBa, KBa».

—Tu nepesip y ToMmy nia'i3ai, a A 3a3MpHY B LLeN, — NPOAO0BKY-
Ba/sia pO3nopaaKaTUCh icToTa 3 Topboto.

BoHu posinwance B pi3Hi nia’izan n HeBaoB3i 3 Nig'izay, Kyau
3alna icToTa B KanetoLWwKy, NoYy1aca AKacb MeTYLWHA. 3BiaATH
CNOYaTKy BUCKOYMB BEMKWUI CipUIA LLYpP, @ NOTIM BUNAUTHYAA ic-
TOTA, NPUTPUMYIOUM KanentowkKa, Wwo cnagas. BoHa kymegHo nau-
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rasia 3a LWypom, Hamarat4mcb MOro Ha3gorHaTu. | Takm Ha3aor-
Hana 6, ane ii CyBOpPMM OKPUKOM 3YNMHMAA iCTOTA 3 TOPOMHOIO:

— 3acnokoiics, Jlizo! A nocnas Tebe B nia’i3g He WypiB n0-
BuTHl..

IcToTa, AKY Ha3Banu J1i30to0, We ABa pasu NigNAUrHyANa, NOTIMm,
NigHABLUM KamiHUs, XO6ypHyna 1oro B Lwypa i 6e3 ocobansoro 6a-
YKaHHA NoBepHyAnacAa Hasag,

— Hy wo, Tam He 6yno Toro TMna? — 3HOBY 3anuTaa icToTa 3
TopbuHOI0.

3a Heto MOKHa Byno po3rnesitTv YoOpHUIA NAAL, HE3HAMOMLA,
i TaM Ha XBMAbKY BAMCHYNO Ne30 HOXKa.

He3HallomeLb, AKMI neab He AMXaB Yy NOTUAMULLIO iCTOTH 3
TOPOUHOIO, AaBHO Mir PO3KBUTATUCA 3i CBOIMM HEODepeXHUMK ne-
pecnigyBavyamu, asie HOMyCb 3BONiKaB. Cxoxe, WO Le NOKM Lo B
MOro NnaHu He BXOAWUNO.

MocTosBWwK XBUAKHY 6ina nig'isay, icToTM nonpAmyBanu He
[0 LUEeHTPaNbHOI BYAML,, 3BiAKN M NPUIALLAN CrOAM, @ NPONI3AN Y BY-
3€HbKY WiNMHY B NapKaHi 1 3HUKAK TaM Yy TEMPABI.

Tenep y»Ke He3Haomelb NocniwmB 3a HUMKU. PobuB BiH Le
HabaraTo cnpuTHille 3a CBOIX HeAaBHIX nepecnigysadyis. BiH Tak
YMIJIO XOBaBCA B TiHi AepeB., O NOMITUTK 1oro 6yno HemoKamso. |
XO0M Ti, KOro BiH NepecniayBas, cnpasai HiIbW KyaMCb 3HUKAK, yCe XK
BiH 6€3NOMMIKOBO MLWOB CiAOM 33 HUMK. Ane e Byno 1 He
CKNagHo, 60 icToTm 3annwanm 3a coboro NYLWNUHHA Big, y3aHOro
HaciHHA. He3Halomelb 340ragaBcs, Wo B TOPOUHI Apyroi icToTu
3HAaxX04MNOCb AKPA3 Te CaMe HACIHHA.

MpuMiTHA AOpiXKKa 3 NYLWNUHM BENA HE3HAMOMUA NOMIXK Ae-
peBamu, NPMMyLLYBa/ia MOro NAUraTu Yepes poBu, WAbOMNATK NO
barHmooLi, nepenasnTu Yyepes BMCOKI NapKaHU. BiH y»Ke NPpOKANHAB i
TUX iCTOT, i AeHb, KOAM 3B’A3aBCA 3 HUMU. YCe K He3Hanomelpb
NPOAOBXKYyBaB yNnepTo NTK Bnepes, NPUANBAAIOYNCL Y TEMPABI 40
OOPIXKKN 3 NYLINUHHA.

BiH AnByBaBCA, YOMY Ui iCTOTU XO4ATb TaKOK 3BUBUCTOIO A,0-
poroto, Bubupatoum TemHi Ta 3abonoueri micua. Ocb | Tenep nomy
AO0BeAETbCA BUAMPATUCD HA CAIU3bKY KPYTY ropy. | 4oro ix TinbKn
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Tyam noHecno? BiH Tak yXe BMMa3aBcsa y rpAsioL,, Wo Moro oaar
nepeTBOPMBCA 3apa3 Ha ApaHTA KebpakKa.

BnbpaBLunCch, HapeLwwTi, Ha BEPXiBKY ropu, BiH NOCKOB3HYBCA 1
NOKOTUBCA KYAUCH YHU3, 6'104nCb 06 3ycTpiuHi neHbKu. Momy 3aa-
J10CA, 1O NPUIALLOB MOro KiHeupb. binbLu 3a Bce noro Typbysano
3apas Te, Wo KiHeup Len byae 6e3cnasHUM —y barHioui Ta B 06ip-
BaHilM o4exi.

BpewwTi-pewwT, yHM3y MOro nagiHHA 6yi0 3yrnnMHeHe BUCOKOLO
CTiHO. He3Hanomeub NOrNAHYB Ha CTiHY 1 3p03yMiB, WO BUbpa-
TUCb 3BiACK BiH He 3morKe. CTiHa cnpaBAi BMABMAACE BUCOKOLO, @
AEePTUCA Ha3ag Ha CIN3bKY ropy b6yno 3aHATTAM 6e3HaginHum. Y
TaKy CKMIagHy CUTyaLito BiH We He NoTpannss.

«A Kyan K noginuca Ti NPOTUBHI iCTOTU?» — NOAYyMaB BiH.

MornAaHyBLM LLe pa3 Ha CTiHY, BiH ix Tam He nobauus, 3aTe
npoYMTaB Hanuc, Wwo 6yB HaneBHe aApPEeCcoBaHUMN MOMY:

«lMepenante CBOEMY 3aMOBHMKY, LLO 1 HAa HbOTO OYiKYHOTb
noAibHi HenpuemHocri! 3 npusitom, M...»

— Xa-xa-xa-xa, — 3aperotaB Makc, BUCNyXaBLUW A0MNOBiAb
CBOIX NMOMIYHMUKIB.

Pe3ynbTaT cTapaHHO NPOAYMaHOI HUM onepaLii BUSBUBCA yC-
NilWHIWKXM, HiXK BiH cnoaisasca. Bigomunit ycbomy 3n104MHHOMY
CBITY Kinep Ha Npi3BMCbKO be3xKanicHMIM, NOTPanuB y iXHIO NACTKY,
Haye mane AuTa.

Ocb 3apa3 AKpa3 NoKasylTb Y TeNEBi3iMHNUX HOBUHAX, AK
noro, 6e3nomiyHoro Ta 3aasMNaHoOro 6arHKoL, AiCTaloTb i3 AMU 33
AOMOMOrOH NiANOMHOIO KpaHy.

— TBOA NpUCTPACTb 40 Ny3aHHSA HACiHHA 3HOBY CTasa HAaM y
NpUro4i, — CMitouMCb, 3BepPHYBCA MaKc 40 Neploro NOMi4yHMKa. —
MoXnu1BO, i A, HapeLTi, KNHY NAaAUTU Ta 3aMMYCb Jly3aHHAM Ha-
CiHHA.

IHWa nomivyHMuA MaKca B Liei Yac CON0AKO Cnana y KyTKY Ha
KUMMKY, Ha/1a3UBLLMCb YHOUI MO HaMbpyaHilIMX 3aKyTKax micTa.

— Tpeba Tenep o4ikyBaTK Ha ixH0 Bignosigb. He aymato, wo
[ar BigmoBuTbCA Big cnpob nomctutnca Ham, — Makc aicTas i3
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TOp6M MNeTnKa KMEeHH HACiHHA 1, CaM TOro He MOMITUBLLM, NOYaB
i3 3240BOJIEHHAM MOTO /1y3aTw.

Y U0 XBUNMHY Ha ocTpoBi [Jlar HepBOBO XOAMB NO KabiHeTy i
pO34paToOBaHO NOrNAAaB Ha rocta. Moro rictb 3apa3s cuais y Kpichi i
HaBNaKW — HaMarascAa He AMBUTUCA Ha Xa3siHa KabiHeTy.

— AK Mmorno cratuca, Wwo BM, 3HAMEHUTUI Ha BECb CBIT cnevy,ia-
NiCT CBOEI CNpaBu, He 3MOrAM BMOPATUCA i3 TaKMM NPOCTMM 3a-
BAaHHAM? — [lar 3ynuHmBcA 6inA Kpicna, NornAaHyB Ha NOHiBeYeHe
LWpamammn 06a1M44A rocTa M KPMBO NOCMiXHYBCA. — Ta Bam [0-
CTATHbO OYNO TINbKW FIAHYTU HA TUX HELLACHUX UM SINLLE BCbOTO-
Ha-BCbOTrO MOKa3aTh IM CBOE... «4ya0Be» 06amyusa, wob BOHKU 3pasy
X PO3MPOLLASINCA 3 XKUTTAM.

BeskanicHui, xoBaoum 0611M4YA, ONYCTUB FONOBY LLLE HUXKYE.

— fl fato BaM OCTAHHIN WaHC A0BECTM CNpaBy A0 KiHUsA, — Npu-
MLWOB A0 OCTAaTOYHOrO pilleHHs [ar.

BiasiaaHHa AuTauux aTtpakuioHis

Bucoka noctatb y TEeMHOMY 4,0Bronos0My nAalli NOBiNIbHO
npAmMyBana 40 BXoAy B MICbKMIM NapK 3 aTpaKuioHamu. floamHa
6yna BevipHA, i NapK 3apa3 CBITUBCA Pi3HOKO/IbOPOBMMM BOTHAMMU.
HaBKono nyHaB cmix 4iTBOPM Ta Becena mysuka. [loxmypa, TeMHa
dirypa He3HaliomLA BUrALaNa 30BCIM He TAPMOHIMHO cepef,
LbOro AACKPABOro CBATA MY3MKM Ta CMiXy.

PanTom Ha niieye NOXMypoOro He3HamomuA Bnana AyWwnmHa
BiZ, HacCiHHA. BiH cTpycuB i3 cebe NywnuHy i, NornaHysLWKN Bropy,
NMOMITHO NOXBaBilwaBs. Hag HUM NpOHOCUAUCH NiABiCHI KabiHKK aAn-
TAYOI Kapyceni. Y ogHil 3 HUX BiH Nob6aymB TUX, 3apaaun KOro n npu-
Mwos croau.

Makc i MeTuK BMpilLnAM CbOroAHI HaBiAATUCH Y MICbKUIA NapK
i po3BaXkuTK J1i3y Ha aTpakuioHax. J/liza byna y 3axBaTi Bif, TaKoi
igei. 3 uboro NpuBoOAy ANA HEl KYNMUIN HOBY CYKHIO, a ii ro1oBy
NPUKPMBAB LUMPOKOMO/IMM i3 KBITOYKAaMM KanentolWwoK. BoHa, Ka-
TAKUYMCb Ha Kapyceni Ta HEMMOBIPHO paaitoyn 3 LbOoro npueoay,
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ro/I0CHO KBaKana. 3abopoHUTK 11 KBaKaTW B TaKy pagicHy ans Hei
MUTb ByN0 AKOCb HE3PYYHO. MaKc NPUKPMB Byxa AONOHAMM, A
MeTrK 3aTKHYB CcObi Byxa BaTOO e A0 BiABiAaHHA aTPAKLiOHIB.
LloneHHe KBakaHHA J1i3n 6yno HecTepnHUM. Ane WO 3 Heto Nopo-
6uw? HKaba — BoHa i € kaba. KBakag, i Bce TyT.

Micna Kapyceni J1i3i 3axoTinocA BigBigaTv aTpaKLioH Nig Ha-
38010 «[leyepa *Kaxis».

Mpwu Bxoai
0,0 neyepu cTons ~
3ani3Hui pobot-
aBTOMaT, 40 poTa
AKOro BiaBiayBaui
KnAanm MOHETU.
TakMm YMHOM
onaayysanocsa
BiABiAyBaHHA
LbOro aTpPaKLU,ioHy.

3annatmsLn
3a Bxia, Makc,
MeTtuk i Jliza onu-
HUANCA B HEBEIN-
Kil1 3ani, Ha CTiHi
AKOI BMCiNa KapTa-
cXema aTpak-
LiOHY.

Ha KapTi 6ynu nigkpecneHi BCi HaMuiKaBiwi mapwpyTu, a ro-
NIOBHE, WO Nig3eMHi Xo4n TyT ABNAAN cODO CNPaBKHiN NabipUHT.

— VY umx neyepax HeZoOBro i 3abnykatn, — npomosus Makc.

BiH pgicTas i3 KMLWeHi nixTapuKa, i BOHWM NonpAMyBaan 0 O4-
HOro 3 KOpUAoPIB, AKMX TYT HacnpaBAi byno Aekinbka. Bigsiaysa-
YaM HaZaBaslacb MOMK/IMUBICTb CAMUM BUOMpPATKN AopOory.

Kopuaop, BubpaHuii Makcom Ta 10Oro Apy3smu BUABUBCA [,0-
CTaTHbO CKNAAHUM ANA NPOXOAKEHHA. |3 TMOOKUX Hil Yy CTiHax
HecnoaiBaHo 3’ABNAINCD Yyyesa-MaHEKEHW CTPALUHUX KAa3KOBUX
repois. BOHM TO BUCBIYYyBa/INCA NPOXKEKTOPAMM, TO 3HMKANMU B TEM-
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paBi. Lle BUKAMKano y BiABiAyBaYiB BiaNOBiAHY peaKLito. Tomy B
neyepi 6yN10 YyTHO KPUKM, 301MKMN, @ TENEp Y*Ke 1 roNIoCHe KBa-
KaHHA.

Ni3a 6ypHO pearyBana Ha Ui CTPaWWAKK, AKi 34aTHI 6yaun Ha-
NAKATK HaBiTb Aopocnoro. Makc i cam MMMOBO/Ii Xanasca 3a NiCTo-
NeTa, KOW HA HMUX HAacyBaBCA AKUNCb AMHO3aBP YM KPOKOAMA.

TaK BOHM BUILLAM HA CTEXKKY, A€ CTOAB LLEe OANH 3aNi3HUM
pobOT, AKMI Yac Big Yacy TO NigHIMaB, TO OMYCKAB BaXKKY KyBanay.
| NoTpi6HO BONOAITM AOCTAaTHLOIK CMPUTHICTIO, W06 BY4ACHO NpPo-
CKOYMTM Nig KyBangoto. Jliza Biguyna ue Ha cobi, Koan 3ynuHuaach
Ta, pPO33ABMBLUKM POTa, 3aAMBKUNAACA HA Lboro poboTa. obpe, wo
MaKc B4aCcHO BUCMUKHYB i 3-nig KyBanamn, 60 morna BoHa nepe-
TBOPWUTUCH 3 A0BOJIi CUMNATUYHOI Xabu Ha NNACKMIN MAMHELb.

MeTunK, nobaumBLIN, AK NPALIOE Lt pobOoT, BUPILLMB, MOKMK He
Ni3HO, NOBEPHYTUCA Ha3aA. Ane TyT MOMY CTano HE3PYYHO nepes,
J1i3o10, i BiH, 3aNAKOLLMBLUM OYi TA FOIOCHO LWOCb BUKPUKHYBLLN,
WBMAKO NPOLWMUIHYB Nig KyBanaoto.

HactynHuit poboT, obepTatoumch, po3maxyBaB HaBKOMO cebe
BE/IMKOIO COKMpOt0. LLLo6 He noTpanuTh Nig roctpe nes3o CoKMpH,
BiABiAYyBaY MYyCUB AyrKe peTenbHO pO3paxyBaTh CBOI MOX/INBOCTI.
XTO He 3ymiB Le 3pobuTn, 3amyLieHnit bys BianpaBnATUCA B Mea-
MYHKT.

bina yboro poboTta M Makc Hepiwyye 3ynMHuBecsa. BiH noba-
4YMB HeZaNeuyKo BY3eHbKUIM NPOXia, y CTiHi, AKMI came NpU3HaYaBCA
AN HeBnNeBHeHMX y cobi BiaBiaysayis. MaKkcy 6yno copomHo, ane
BiH yCe X NoBiB CBOiX Apy3iB B 06xia. Hepo3ymHo 6yno pusmnky-
BaTW 340POB’AM Yepe3 AKOrocb aTpakKLuioHa. Ta, NPOMLLOBLUMN B LLi-
JIMHY, BOHM NoTpanuau B we b6inbly xaneny. BnacHMKam
aTpakuioHy «[Meyepa KaxiB» He MOXKHa 6y10 BiAMOBUTM B NOYYTI
rymopy. TyT BiABiAyBadi NOTPaNAAAN 40 LNPOKO PO33ABIEHOIO
pOTa BE/INYE3HOIO APaKOHA. 3BUYAMHO, e InLie aTPaKL,ioH, ane
POT CTPaxoBUCbKa ByB HACTiINbKM MaliCTEPHO PO3MasibOBaHUM Yep-
BOHOto papboto, a Mopyy ierkano Tak b6araTo KicTok (Tpeba ay-
MaTW, Bif, *KepTB APaKOHA), Wo, NoTpanmseLm ctoan, Makc, MNeTuk i
Jli3a Big nepenaKky rono0CHO 3aBepeLlanu.
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TpaHcnopTep, AKMN iMiTyBaB CTPABOXiA, APAKOHA, MOHIC iX 40
noro WwnyHKy. HaBkoso wock xatonano, 6yibKano Ta po3aaBanmch
¥axNuBi KPUKU. MaKc, BUXONMBLLK NICTOJNIET, 3aMHAB KPYrosy 060-
POHY. Ane TpaHcnopTep, We TPOXM iX NONAKABLUW, BUKMHYB Ha
OCBITNEHUI MaNgaHuYMK, Ae BOHW NoNagany Ha M’ AKi HaZyBHI maT-
paun. BUKMHYB BiH iX 3 OTBOPY, L0 3HAaX04MBCA Y APAKOHA Nig, XBO-
CTOM, a L€ BXX€ 30BCiM HaZ,aBa10 aTPAKLiOHY NPUPOAHOro
XapakTtepy. |HWi BiABiAyBaYi aTpaKLiOHY, WacauMBi Big TOro, Wwo B
HUX yce B¥e 6y/10 No3aay, ro10CHO anoAyBanu im Ta Beceno
CMIiANINCH.

— Oue TaK «AnTAYi aTPaKLioHW...» — npomoBuB Makc, nonpas-
NAOYN Ha cobi oaar. — By AK Tam, Kusi?...

MNeTuK He BiANOBIB Hi4Oro, 60 nepea UMM Big Nepensaky Tak
BepeLLas, Lo BTpaTmnB ronoc. MNepepa coboto BiH TpMMaB 3HeNpU-
TOMHiNy Jlizy.

Ha ubomy ixHi npurogn B «lMeyepi »kaxie» He CKIHYMAUCD.

MepesiBWM NOAMX, BOHW Niwnun Aani. lwnav BoHn BABOX, 60
HenputomHy Jlisy MNeTnk Tpumas nepeg, coboro. OBINLWOBLLM AKYCb
BMCOKY KONIOHY, AETEKTUBM 3yNUHUANCA Nepes, rNnboKoto npi-
pPBOIO.

Inanyswwu B NpipBy, MaKkc He nobaumB aHa. Nogonatu uto ne-
penoHy MoXKHa Byno Yyepes XUTKUIM, By3eHbKUI AepeB’ aHUN Mi-
CTOK. MICTOK BUINA4aB HACTiIIbKM HEHAAIMHUM, WO CTYNUTU Ha
HbOTO MIr MLe AyKe BigYanayWwHU Biasiaysay. Ta gpyroi MoxK-
JIMBOCTiI NOTPANUTM Ha NPOTUIEXKHUI Beper He Byno.

MakKc, 3HOBY 4,0CTaBLUN AN1A YOrOCb NiCTONET, NepLwmm CTynmB
Ha MicToK. byno moTtopowHo, 60 nonepeaHi npuroau nigkasysanu,
LLLO Xa3AiH LbOro aTpakLioHy Ma€ HeabuaKy ¢aHTasito, i YeKaTu Bif
HbOrO MOXHa byab-4oro. 3a HUM BOA3KO CTYNMUB Ha MICTOK i lNeTuK,
yce e Tpumatoum nepeg coboto flizy. Ak Makc i nepeabayas,
KOJIN BOHW Aibpanuca maike A0 cepeamnHu MicTKa, KBOJi A0-
LLLeYKM Nig HOramun po3CTynUANCA, | BOHWU, 3HOBY peneTyrouu,
CTPIMKO NoneTinn y npipsy.

«Bce! TyT Ham yKe KiHeupb», — nogymas MakKc.

Big po3nayy BiH 3UMHMB HABITb CTPINAHUHY. TaK, NPO BCAK BU-
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nagokK. BiH nogymas, L0 KOAM BXKe NponagaTh, To Xou 3i 36poeto B
pyKax, AK i HANEXUTb CMPaABXHbOMY AETEKTUBY.

Ta 3a cueHapiem aTpaKLUioHy iM NOTPiIOHO BY/I0 We TPOXK Ha-
6paTtucb TepniHHA. Mig HUMK 3BiAKINACL 3’ABMNACA MiLHA CiTKa,
npuKpinneHa o 6eperis npipsu. BoHa M’AKO npuiiHANa y CBOI
06iiMn BONatouMX BiABiAyBaYiB aTpaKLUioHY 1 NiAKUHYAA X yropy
TAaKMM YNHOM, LLLO BOHM MIIOXHY/INCb AKPA3 HA CUAIHHA BEIMKOTO
yyaepHaubKoro aBTomobina. ABTomobinb YeKaB HA HMX Ha NJIo-
Waaui, Wwo BMcTynana 3i CTiHM Npipsun. 3a NAOLWAAKOK BUAHIBCA
LUMPOKNIM YOPHMI OTBIP HACTYMHOI Neyepu.

[o Ni3n, Ha ii wacTa, CBiAOMICTb e He noBepHyaaca. Tomy
BOHA He MOr/1a B NOBHil Mipi OLiIHUTW BCi BPa*KEHHS Bif, aTpak-
LioHy «[lMeuepa KaxiB». Lli He3abyTHI BpaxKeHHA Narau Ha naevi i
CTapLKMX HAaNAPHMUKIB.

Buenuswmch y cuaiHHA aBTomobina, Makc i MeTuK Hamara-
JIUCA WOoCh yraeaitm nonepeay, 60 myanv BOHM B 6€3NpOCBiTHIN
TEMHOTI, a Le BiA4yTTA NPUEMHUM He Ha3Bsell. Im 3gaBanocs, Wwo
BOHM OCb-OCb HALUTOBXHYTbCA HA Kam'AHY CTiHY 1 po3ib’toTbcs
BLWEHT. ABTOMObiNb NPOAOBXKYBAaB MUaTK BNepes, BUNUCYHOUN Y
TempABi HelMMOBIpHI Bipai. BiH, Haue AMKUI CTENOBUI CKaKYH,
HamaraBcCsl CKUHYTU i3 cebe Hai3HUKiIB.

PanTom nporKeKTop OCBITUB CNpaBAi KaM'AHY CTiHY, AKa
CTPiMKO HabaunKanacs Ao Hux. Kpnkm Makca i MNeTuka HapewTi
npusenu Ao tamu J1isy. MobaumsLum, WO Ha Hei NeTUTb Kam’AHA
CTiHa, J1i3a TMXeHbKO KBAKHYNA 1 3HOBY 3HEMNPUTOMHINA.

Ane BOHM gapeMHO Tak xBuatoBanuca, 60 Ta cTtiHa byna anwe
Hama/ibOBaHa Ha nanepi. MNpopBaBLWwM Nanip, NepenakaHi AeTeK-
TUBM BUNETINN 3 Nevyepu Ha B6inuii cBIiT i 3HOBY Nnonagany Ha M'sKi
maTpaum. BoHu we pas novynm an1oaANCMEHTH iHWKX BigBiayBa-
yiB.

Ha npolaHHA BNaCHUKKM aTPaKLiOHY B YPOUUCTii 06CcTaHOBL,
nogapysanu Makcy Ta oro Apy3am nam’ATHY CTaTyeTKy y BUTAA4)
poboTa 3 KyBanaoto. MaKc 3i cTaTyeTKo Nig Naxsoto, a 3@ HUM
MeTnK 3 HenpuTOMHOtO J1i3010, NeaBe KUBi, NONAEHTANUCh 4,0 BU-

xoay.

68



— Tw AK 3HA€ELW, — NpoMOoBMB [MeTuK e cnabkum Big nepexku-
TUX CTPaXxiTb rosiocom, — ane A 6inblue Hi Ha AKi aTPaKLioHU 1
HOroto He cTynato. HaeiTb AKWO byaete meHe 6naratu...

| TyT npuiiwna ao tTamu J1iza. MoyyBLK OcTaHHI cno.a lMe-
TMKa, BOHA 34MBOBAHO 3anuTana:

— A wo, Bam xiba He cnogobasca aTpakLUioH? A, mabyTb,
Tpoxu 3agpimana. Moxe, NnoBepHEMOCA 1 Le pa3 BifBigaEMO

noro?...

He3Haomeub y goBronosomy nnaili, nobaynswim, wo
0cobu, AKi MOro LiKaBuAK, 3aiLWAN B aTPaKLioH «leyepa KaxiBy,

AyXKe 3paais. HapewTi
nomy nowacrmno! Y
TeMHil neyepi BiH
WBMAKO PO3MNpaBUTbCA
3 HUMU. BiH BUNpAMMB
3ropbaeHy cnuHy i, He
3BepTalouM yBarm Ha
poboTa 3 BiaKPUTUM
POTOM, XOTiB NPONTHU B
aTpaKLioH 6e3kow-
ToBHO. LLlo nomy
AKMNCb Tam poboT?
OTpumasLum Big TOro
¥ poboTa BiguyTHUI
yaap 3a cnpoby
NPOMNTW Ha aTPaKL,iOH
He 3anNaTUBLUK, He-
3HalomewUpb ynas Ha
3eMI0 1 Bigpasy X
cxonuBecs, Wob noka-
paTu KpMBAHWKA. Ane
Tenep oTPMMaB LITOB-
XaHa nig 3a4 i nonetis
Yy HanpsmKy Kopu-
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A0pY, Y AKMIN nepes LMM NonpAMyBasn Ti TPOE.

Tpeba cKa3aTtu, Wo 3HeBara He3Halomus A0 aTPaAKLIOHIB 3ir-
pana 3 HUM NoraHum »KapT. Ti ABa BiAYYTHI yaapu, OTpMMaHI Bif,
poboTa npu BXxoai, 6ynu nuLle KBiTouKamu.

PoborT i3 KyBanaot, nob6aunsLum, WO HOBUI BifBiAyBay He
3BEPTAE Ha HbOTO yBaru, ONyCcTMB KyBasay NPAMO MOMY Ha ronosy.
IcKpw, WO nocnnanmch 3apas i3 o4en HesHaMoMUs, MOTK 3achi-
NUTN Byab-Koro. HUMmM mokHa 6yno oCBiTUTM BYyAULi BEIMKOTO
MicTa.

Hi! [lo Takoro BMAy po3Bar, AK aTpaKkuioHn, Tpeba BigHOCHK-
TUCb AlyXKe Cepno3Ho. Ane He3HaMoMELLb, CXOXKe, LbOro Le He 3po-
3ymiB.

Po60T i3 COKMPOIO TaKOXK 3MYLLUEHWI BYB NOKapaTu AUBHOTO
BiABiAyBaya 3a 3HeBary 40 TAaKOro 4y4oBOro atpakuioHy. lMNgHictb
He3HaMomus i TyT byna cepio3HO CNKOHAPOBAHA, i BiH KUHYBCA A0
3ani3aKku, wob nomctutmca. Ta, oTpUMaBLLM A0OpAYNI yaap B
CMMHY, ONUHUBCA 3HOBY Ha TOMY K MicCL,i, 3BiAKM NigiLWOoB A0 po-
60Ta. Tomy 6igonaxa MycmB TaKOX CKOPUCTAaTUCh 3aNacHUM
XO40M.

LLlo 3 HUM BiabyBanoca Aani, Kpale He po3nosigati. Tpeba
MaTK AyrKe MiLHi HepBu, Wob BUCAYXaTU A0 KiHUA BCi nepunerii
Moro noganslimx npuroa,

AKwWwo Makc i3 gpy3ammn Nnporwnm Yyepes yci BunpobyBaHHA
«lMeyepwn KaxiB», K i HANEXKUTb 3BUYANHUM BiABiAyBaYam, —
MalKe He NoCTpaXKAaBLm, TO He3HaNOoMLO AoBesiocs BUNpoby-
BaTW Ha CObi KOXKeH aTpaKLiOH CNOBHa.

Konu Moro BUKMHYNO 3 neyepu Yyepes naneposy CTiHYy Ha BY-
NNyto, He3Haomelb He Mir i noBopyxHYTUCb. Ogexka noro byna
NMoLIMaToBaHa, a cam BiH 6yB Becb 06ropinni i 6esguxaHHUN.
Came TOMy BiH i He 3Mir OTPMMATU BiA BNACHUKIB aTPaKLiOHY Tpa-
OVILIMHUA CYyBEHIp.

CratyeTKy pob0oTa MOMY 3aMXHY/IM B KULLEHIO, ane LbOoro BiH
yXe He 6aumB i He BiguyBaB. EAMHE, LLO BiH KPi3b 3aMaMOpPOYEHHSA
CMYTHO 4YyB — LLe CUPEHY KapeTu WBUAKOI 4ONOMOrH.
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AreHT Be3sxanicHuM ayxe
po3rHisascs

[ar 6yB y po3naui. Te, WO cnaino 3apa3s nepes HUM y Kpichi,
BUINAZAN0 KantorigHo 1 6esnopagHo. besxanicHMi cnpasai mas
»axnmeui surnag,. Moro e foHeaaBHa BULWYKaHa ogexa byna
obipBaHoOto0, a cam BiH B6yB 06BYrneHMi Ta AKUINCb NepenaKkaHuii,
60 4acTo KNinaB 0YMMa, WO CNbO3UAUCA, | NAKAMBO 03MPABCA.

— | BM Ma€eTe HaxabcTBO NPOCUTM B MEeHe MOBHOIO PO3pPaxyHKy
3a poboTy, fIKa He BUKOHAHA? Mpo AKMI B3arani po3paxyHOK MOXKe
MTN MOBa, KON MOi HeApPYr1 N A0CI *KUBIi Ta 340POBI, a A 3MmyLLe-
HUM NepexoByBaTUCb, Haye 3104nHeub?! A He Aam Bam Hi rpowa, i
B3arani 3abupaiTeca retb, MOKKU A HE CMYCTMB Ha Bac YyCix cobak!

beskanicHni cepaAnTo NOrnsaHyB Ha GiHAaHCUCTA i, Ky/abratouu,
nonpsmyBaB [0 BMXo4y. BiH Takox mir 61 BUKa3aTu Bce, WO
AYMa€ 3apa3 npo CBOro 3aMOBHMKA. 31iCTb, AKA HAKONMYMAACL B
HbOro, NOBMHHA Byna y LWOCb BUAUTUCD, | Be3xkanicHWUM TaK rptok-
HyB 3a CO60t0 ABEPMMA, LLO 3i CTiH KabiHeTy nonaganu BCi Kap-
TUHW, OA4HA 3 AKX Nefib He HaKkpuaa cobotro [ara.

— TbXy, HeuncTa cunal.. — Bunaasca [ar, noBepTarum Kap-
TUHY Ha Mmicue.

BesrkanicHni 3anmwas nomicta [lara 3 HAMIPOM MCTUTUCA
Tenep ycim nigpag. BiH we nokaxe, Ha wWwo 3aateH!

Yepes intomiHaTop nitaka piHaHCKCTa, Ha BOPTY AKOro NOKK-
[aB OCTpiB Kinep-HeBaaxa, byno nobpe BMAHO BeCb OCTpiBeLb
pPa3oMm i3 Moro yncenbHMMK 3abygoBamu. NoHiBeyeHe 061M4un
bes)anicHoro cKkpusmna exmgHa nocmiwka. Cxoxe, L0 BiH WOCb
3agymas. MinoT, AKMM cnais nopyd, NoH6aYMBLUK L0 NEPEKOLIEHY
rpymacy, Masio He BUNYCTMB i3 PyK WTypBana. Jlitak NOMIiTHO XUT-
HYB KpMaamM, ane WBUAKO BUPIBHABCA.

Mpusemanance BOHM Ha 6eTOHOBAHY NAOLWAAKY HA ApYyromy
b6epesi o3epa. be3xKanicHMM 3anMLWKMB NiTaK, LE M TyT FPIOKHYBLUN
ABEpPMMA TaK, WO TOM negb He nepeknHyBca. HanakaHui ninot
LWBWAEHbKO NiAHAB MalWHY B NOBITPA. be3xkanicHni ycnig xbyp-
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HYB LLEe M KaMeHIoKoto Ta Bunaascsa. Obpasnam Moro Tam, Ha ocT-
posi. [lyxke o6pa3sumnun. Tenep BiH i He 3HaB, 3@ KOO y3ATUCA B
nepuy Yyepry — 3a AeTeKTMBaA YM 33 PpiHAHCMUCTa 3 OCTpPOBaA. BpewTi-
PeLUT, BiH NOKAABCA, WO M TOW, i iIHLWKNI 3aCNyKeHOi Kapu He YHUK-
HYTb.

Hepaneko novysca wym aBTomobinbHOro motopa. besxanic-
HUMN, 3aKPUBLLM 061MYYA BUCOKMM KOMIPOM Naalla, 3ropbumsca e
6inble 1 BUALLIOB Ha AOpPOrY.

3-3a NOBOPOTY NOKa3aBCA HeBeAMYKMIA nikan. Moro Ky3os 6ys
HaBaHTAXKEHWUI ALLMKaMM i3 NTMUeto. MiKkan MycmB 3yNnUHUTUCA,
Wob He 3a4iTV Ta HEe NOKANIYMUTU AKYCb CKptoYeHy ¢irypy, Lo 3aro-
poamna gopory. 3a KEPMOM MaLUMHK CUAiNa AOpPiAHA, pUXKa
ocoba. BoHa Hanerkana Ao XkiHo4oi cTaTi, 60 Ha Hi byna Wrpoka
cnigHuuA, a B i Byxax 6aMLanm cepexku.

—'en, YopHe onyaano, 3inau HeramHo 3 aoporun, 6o s nocni-
wato! — gocuTb rpyb0 3BEPHYAACh A0 beskanicHoro purka ocoba.

BoHa HagaBuaa Ha neganb rasy, i besxanicHomy Hi4oro He
3a/M1LanNocs, AK BiACKOYMTM B CTOPOHY, XOU i He ganeko. bo Ak
TiIbKM NiKan nopiBHABCA 3 HUM, BiH JOBOi CMPUTHO 3aMJITHYB Y
KY30B MalLMHM, CXOBABLUMCb cepea, AWMKiB. KypouKn cnoyaTky
CMONOLWWNINCA | 3aKYAKYAAKaAn, ane WBUAKO 3acrnoKkoinmca. Jeski
3 HUX, KOXKao4M, HABITb YNALITYBA/IMCb Ha LUMPOKOMNO/IOMY Kane-
NOCi HOBOTO Naca)kupa.

MeTMK, 3aX0BaBLUMCb 338 HEBEZIMYKMM XJTiBLEM, /Iy3aB 33 3BUY-
KOO HaCiHHA Ta HULLKOM NOrna4as Ha noagip’a. Momy Lboro pasy
BMMNA/I0 NPOCTEHbKE A0PYYEHHA — CNiAKYBATH 3a caanboto agBo-
KaTa LLmru. Hivoro uikasoro B uit cagmbi He 6yno, ane Makcy
cTano Bigomo, wo LLnra TaemHo 36upae B cebe BAoOMa AyrKe Nigo-
3piny, AMBHY, 304ATHEHY B AKECb IAXMITTA KOMMaHito. A Le BXKe
camo no cobi NoBMHHO ByN0 HAaCTOPOXKYBATH. YCNiLLIHUN, HABITb
MOJHUIM cboroaHi aaBoKaT 36upae yac Big yacy B cebe AKMXOCb
H6omKiB.

«Hi, ue HecnpocTa, — agymas MakKc. — MOXnnBo, BOHM ro-
TYIHOTb NepPeBOpPOT Y MiCTi abo, We ripwe — BAHOLYHTb 3/10BiCHI
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NAaHU WoAa0 MeHe Ta I3abennn?»

[ecb nig Bevip Ha noagip’s LLMrv noyanm npoHMKaTH AKicb
0b6ipBaHLi Ta 3HUKATK B ABepax AoMy. OAWNH 3 HUX Neab He HAcTy-
MWUB Ha CAMOro Na3yTyMKa. BiayyBLIM HIOXOM CMayYyHMN apomaT
CMa’KeHOoro HaciHHA, BiH HaBiTb HabM3uBecs BNpuTya Ao MeTuka.
Ane lMeTK 3aMeKaB TOHEHbKWUM rOJI0COMKOM KO3EHATH, | 4ONUTAN-
BUI Bpoasara niwos gani.

Konu xBipTKa B¥Xe nepectana pmnaTtu (a ue o3Hayano, Wwo
rocti 3ibpanucs Bci), MeTUK BUCIU3HYB 3i CXOBAHKMW, MPUCTaBUB A0
CTiHW 6yauHKY ApabuHy i 3abpasca NnobanKye A0 BikHa. BiH HaBiTb
TPOLLUKW BiAXWMNMB BiKHO ¥ 3a3UpHYB ycepeauHy. lNobayeHe Tam
3MYCU/I0 MOro TUXO 30MKHYTU. Y NPOCTOpPIN BiTanbHi 6ina KamiHy 3a
LUMPOKMM CTOJIOM CUAiIN0 YONIOBIK ABAAUATb MONOANX NHOAEN.
Operka Ha HUX Bya NowKnTa 38 OCTAaHHbOI MOAOID, a Te APaHTA, Y
AKe BOHM BYyNM HeZlaBHO OASTHEHI, 1eXano 6ins cTtony Ha Nianosi.

«Oue Tak MmacKyBaHHA! — 3axonneHo noaymas lNeTuk. — Ane
33415 4Yoro?»

— Al 6auy, wo
3ibpanuca Bxe BCi, —
NoYyB BiH rosnoc
[Jara.

3BepTatounch
A0 NPUCYTHIX, GiHaH-
CUCT NiaBiBCcA 3-3a
ctony. Wura B uen
yac cuais 6ina Ka-
MiHa, CMaKyouu 3
MaJIEHbKOT YalleyKu
rapaJvy Kasy.

MNeTuK HaBiTb
CNIMHKY NMPOKOBTHYB,
BiAYYBLUM apomaT
6naropogHoro
Hanoto.

—lepen Bamu
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CTOITb Ay»Xe BifgnoBiaanbHe 3aBAaHHA — 3HELWKOANTU BCiX MOIX
KOHKYPEHTIB Ha NOoCaZy Mepa HALOoro 4yaoBoro micta, — iar no
Yyepsi YBaXKHO MAHYB B 06/1M44s KOXKHOMY 3 MO0AMKIB. — Ta nepLu
HiX BW Bi3bMeTeCb 32 BUKOHAHHA FO/1I0BHOMO 3aBAaHHA, A NPOLLy
BacC NiKBiAyBaTK MOiX AaBHiIX BOPOTriB — HACTUPHOIO AETEKTUBA
MaKca Ta Moro NpoHMpP-NOMIYHMKIB. [TOKM BOHU MBI Ta 340p0BI,
3aBO/IOAITU UMM MICTOM HaM He BAACTbCA. Al B LLbOMY BNEBHEHUN.

[Jar we wocb rosopms, ane MeTuK BxKe He cayxas, 60 noba-
4MB, LLO BiAYMHUAMCA BOPOTA, i HA NOABIP’A 3aiXxaB HEBEIUMYKUN
nikan, HanoBHEHWUI ALWKMKaMM i3 NTuueto. ikan, po3BepTatoymnCch,
3ayenuB ApabuHy, Tomy MNeTuK i 3BaIMBCA NPAMO Ha AWMKN. 34il-
HABCA KPUK, WYyM Ta 0bypeHe KyaKyaaKaHHsA Kypeit. OKpim cBOro
B/IACHOMO KPUKY, MeTUK Noyys Le KPUK pukKoi ocobu, Wwo sKkpas
BMAa3nna 3 KabiHu, Tpumaroum nepes coboro AKycb 3ani3sAky. Ta ue
LLe He Bce. BiH nouys e cepanTe byb6oHIHHSA, AKe MLWNo Big ocobu
B Kanentoci. 3Bepxy Ha Kanenrci Kypmn BCTUIAM 3HECTU 3 AECATOK
A€eub, a [eTuK cBoimM NagiHHAM po34aBuB ix. Tenep po3aaBaeHi
ANUA CTiKanm Ha 06.1M44s NoTepninoro, a BiH, 3BM4YaHoO, 0bypto-
BaBCA.

MeTuKy 3a4an0cA, WO Te cTpalHe 06a1MyYA BiH Aech yKe
6aumB, ane He mir 3ragaTtu ge. Ta i yacy Ha cnoragm He byno, 60
ABepi byaMHKY AKpa3 BiAYMHUAUCY, | 3BiATU BUCKOUYMIO ABa Ae-
CATKa 036pOEHNX MONOANX NOAEN.

BoHwW 34ilHANM CTpALLEHHY CTPINAHMHY, raHAYUCH 33
TpbOMa He3Haromuamu. | xou pmka ocoba Hamaranaca NOACHUTU
MOJIOAMKAM, L0 BOHA CBOA, YCe X OTpMMana Bif 04HOro 3 HUX
nobpAavoro cTycaHa 1 3aMOBKNA, KUHYBLUMCH LLIYKATM CXOBaHKMW. 3a
Heto 6ir MNeTuK, a 3a HUMM Kynbrasa NoCcTaTb Y YOPHOMY Kanenrci.
MocTaTi gicTaBasnocb HaMbinbLue Big PO3NHOYEHUX MONOAMKIB.
BoHu i3 3ag0BONEHHAM NynuUOBaAN 3ropbieHoro HesHanomus na-
NNUAMU, BUKPUKYOYN LWLOCb 06pa3inBe Ha MOro agpecy.

Tak wo, Ha noaBip’i agBoKaTa LLlnrm 3apas posropTanacs
cnpasXHA 6aTanis, To6TO NPoOAOBKYyBanach CTPINAHMHA, 3BYYaIU
BiAYAMAYLIHI KPUKM XKepTB Ta LLLe rYYHili KpUKN MONOAMKIB. A Hag,
YCiM LLUM FrapMnaEePOM NiTann 1 FONOCHO KyAaxKain nepenaKkaHi
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KypHU.

Came ue 1 nobaums Komicap byp, npnbyBLIK i3 3aroHomM noni-
uii. OToumswum noagip’a LLmrn, noniuencbKi 3aapelTyBanm BCix.
YHUKHYIN apeLuTy TiZIbKM KypKu, NOMIYHUK aeTekTusa lMeTuk i roc-
noaap aAomisku LLura. MeTMK He mir 403BOAUTU NONILENCBKUM
cebe 3aapewTyBaTM 1 TUM CAaMWM MiABECTM CBOrO HayabHUKaA. B
OCTaHHIO XBUJINHY BiH NepenInrHyB Yepes napKaH i 3HUK y TeM-
psBi. A LLlura 3pobus BMUrAsa, Wo B3arani HiYOro He 3Hae.

Komicap byp 3anunwmsca 3a40BONEHMM MPOBEAEHOIO ONepa-
LiErO MO 3aTpMMaHHI0 6aHAM 3N10BMUCHUKIB. BiH gaBHO nigo3pto-
BaB [lara B opraHizauii 6aHAUTCbKOro NepeBopoOTYy B iXHbOMY MICTI.
Te, LLO OCTaHHIM YacoM Ha BY/MLAX MiCTa MOMITHO npubasmuaoca
*ebpakis, Moro ayxe aneysano. BiH HaBiTb Nogymas, WO came B
IXHbOMY MICTi XKebpaKu 3ibpanncs Ha AKYCb CBOO KKOHDEPEHL,itO».
Ane BMeBHMBLUUCDH, WO NPUBYi HEe NPOCATb MUAOCTUHIO TA He LWy-
KaloTb, Ae 6 wocb nouynutn, byp 3po3ymiB: Le He 3BUYalHI XKe-
B6paku.

Komicap HecniwHo pobus 3apas ornsg noasip’a. MobaymsLum
3a XNiBUEM KYNKy NYLWNUHHA Big HaciHHA, byp nocmixHyBcA. bes
AeTtekTmBa MaKca Ta Moro NoOMIYHUKIB | TYT He obiiwnocs.

Cepepn 3aapelToBaHUX He Bbyno 1 nocTaTi B YOPHOMY Kane-
ntoci. Liboro KynbraBoro cy6’eKkta Komicap BUrHaB reTb 3 noAgip’s,
NPUNHABLLUKM MOro 3a CNPaBXHbOrO Kebpaka.

TTosea B nici ameHoro kpaais

Crapuit 606ep-pnbanka CtoBbyp NoBiNbHO NAEHTaBCA A0-
Aomy. BiH Hic Biapo i3 cboroaHiwHim ynosom. Puba nosunacs
LbOro pasy AK HiIKOU, TOMyY Biapo 6yno NOBHUM.

«Mos 606punxa NOXBaIMTb MEHE CbOroAHi, — i3 3a40BONEH-
HAam nogymas Ctosbyp. — Pbu HanoBmaoca CTiNbKK, WO BUCTa-
YUTb HaM i Ha CBATa».

PanTom 110ro po3aymu nepepBaB AKUINCH LYPXIT Y KyLLax.
3pasy X 3BiATiNA, Ky/bratouu, Bubirna aropbaeHa nocraTb, BUXO-
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nuna B CtoBbypa BiApo 3
puboto 1 TYT XKe 3HMKNA 3a
Kywamu. CtoBbyp He BCTUT
HaBITb CKPUKHYTM Ta MO-
3BaTM KOrocCb Ha Aono-
Mmory. Takoro 3 HUM Le He
Tpannanoca. bysano, BiH
BiApo 3abyae 6ina piukm
abo puby po3rybutb gopo-
roto, ane w06 oTakK Ha-
XabHo cepepn 6inoro AHA B
HbOro BMKpPaAasn Becb
ynoB — ue wocb Hose! Lo
BiH Tenep cKake 606pwuci?
BoHa  Moro 3’icTb Kus-
Lem, AKLLO BiH 3’aBMTbcA 6e3 ynoBy, a rofioBHe — 6e3 Bigpa. bo
pUbn MOKHa e HaNoBUTHK, a BiApPO, Cnpasai, WKoaa.

CtoBbyp cnpobyBaB Ha3gorHaTK 3/JI0BMUCHMKA, afe WBUAKO
3axeKaBcA 1 ciB Ha NeHb Biagno4YnTn. HecnoaiBaHo B Kyllax 3HOBY
3alLypX0Tifo, i 3BiATM XTOCb BMBIr NpAaMo Ha Hboro. Liboro pasy
CtoBbyp He cxMbuBs. BiH cnpUTHO BMNiMMaB He3HaloMLS, ane TyT
e, F0JIOCHO peneTytoyu, BianycTne. BUABNAETbCA, BiH ynilimas
i*KaKa o4y i HATKHYBCA HA MOTrO rONKM.

— Our-ion-o-o-om!.. — 3akpmyuaB Big, 6onto 606ep, BNi3HaABLLK
Fouy. — Tn yoro TyT BewTaewca, Nlovyo?

—A... a T yoro xanaew? MeHe TinbKK-HO 06ikpann. Tn He
6aumB 3104ia°? —3aNUTaB y BiANOBIAb iPKaK.

— AK? Tebe Takox? — 3amBYyBaBca CtoBbyp. — LLlo 3a aAeHb
CbOrogHi Takuii? A B Tebe L0 MOXKHa byno BKpacTu?...

— Ak ue Wwo? A Hic LoA0MY 3 AECATOK rapHUX BENNKUX ABAYK.
Hesabapom e cBATO... — [04Ya npucis Ha neHb nopyy 3i CtoBby-
pom. — A Tenep, 6aunLL, HA MOiX FO/IKax XoA4HOro Abay4Ka He 3a-
JINLINNOCD...

| BOHM pa3om 3aCMy4YeHO 3iTXHYN.
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KopucHi TpeHyBaHHa ABOX
MOMIYHUKIB AeTeKTUBA

AKLLO NOrNAHYTM 3 BUCOTM NOMKEXKHOI BEXKi MiCTa Ha Aic, TO
MOXHa 6e3 TpyaHOLLiB pO3rneaitv Tam BUCOKOro, po3siororo ayba.
Came po uboro gepesa byna npMKoBaHa 3apa3s yBara [eTuka. BiH
NMUNbHO NPUAUBAABCA, Y4 HE BUAHO CUTHANIB, AKI NOBUHHA bByna
nogasatu omy Jlisa, 3Haxo4A4MCb 3apa3 Ha Tomy ay6i.

CurHanis He 6yno, i MeTMK No4yaB HepBYyBaTH.

«Xo4 6u yorocb He Tpanuaocs 3 J1izoto», — NoAyMaB BiH.

AKW,0 BiABEPTO, Lie BiH MaB 3HAX0AMTMCA 3apa3 B 4030pi 3a-
micTb Jli3n. Xabi nasnutn no gepeBax AKOCb He3BUYHO. Ane MeTuk
CNYXKMB Tenep pASOBUM NOXKEXHOI KomaHan. Moro poboTa byna
AyXKe BiANOBifaNbHOW. BiH NOBMHEH HATUCKATK Ha BEINKY Yep-
BOHY KHOMKY, BMUKaO4YN TaKUM YMHOM NOXKEXHY cupeHny. MocTy-
nNMB Ha cnykby MeTuK 3a BUMoror ceoro 6esnocepesHboOro
Haya/ibHMKa — aeTeKTnea Makca.

Cnpaga B TOMY, L0 po60OTM B HMX OCTaHHIM Yacom 6yno
mano. Micna ryyHmx apewrTiB y cagmbi agsokata LLurm B micTi BCcTa-
HOBWI0CA TUMYACOBE 3aTULWILWA. 3N0UYUHLI NPUHULLKAN Y CBOIX
Hopax, i HaBiTb lepeBepTeHb HE NOAABAB XOAHUX O3HAK XKUTTA.
Taka cuTyauia BKpal HeraTMBHO BM/IMBaNa Ha 6OMOBY rOTOBHICTb
nignernnx Makca. Tomy BiH i BUpiLWIMB TMMYACOBO BAaLWTyBaTH lNe-
TUKa 40 KOMaHAM NOXKEeXHOI OXOPOHU MiCTa.

A J1i3i BUNano TpeHyBaTMUCb 332 0COOBUCTUM NAHOM, @ cCame —
HaBYMTMCb NA3UTK NO AepeBax Ta OBONOLIBAaTU a3OYKOI CUTHaNIB
NnixTapuKkom. MeTuK, 3BM4aHO, HamarascA NPOTECTYBATM NPOTH
4YeproBux BUragok csoro weda. BiH He po3ymis, HOMYy BOHM 3
i3010 NOBUHHI HAAPWBATUCA HA TPEHYBAHHAX, @ cam MakKc cuais
Linnmum aHamu B 3abirainiBkax, nonmMBaroumM KaBy. Ane 3rogom BiH
3MUPUBCA, TUM Maye, WO HOBa poboTa Mmana cBoto NpmBabAMBICTb.
MeTnKy nogobanock, KOAM 33 MOrO CMrHANOM MigHIManaca Bca no-
XeXHa YacTuHa. Nyainv mawmnHm, metywmnaunca sorHebopui, ny-
Ha/IM KOMaHAM, a B MICTi, 3aBASAKM N'YYHil cMpeHi, y 6aratbox
A0MaX 3aCBivyBaNCb BOTHI. Yce ue pobmaocb Have 3a MOMaxom
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YyapiBHOI Nann4ykK. NMeTuK BBarXkaB cebe maike YapiBHUKOM, a Le
NPUEMHILLE, HiXK BYTU yCbOro-nunie NOMiYHUKOM AeTEeKTUBA.

IXHi WoAEeHHI TpeHYBaHHA i3 CMrHaNaMM NiIXTaPUKOM NiaHyBa-
nmca Makcom HegapemHo. BiH roTysaB yeprosy onepaLiito no 3a-
XOMNJIEHHIO OCcTpoBa ¢piHaHcucTa [ara. Ymine BONOAIHHA CUTHaNamm
3 40NOMOTOt0 NiXTapuKa NOBMHHO By/10 3ab6e3neuynTu im ycnix.
OcTpiB 3HaxoANBCA AanevyeHbKo Big bepera, TOoMy TpUmaTu 3B’A30K
MiXK y4aCHMKaMK onepauii 6yno BKpai BaXK/IMBO.

HapewTi MeTuk nomiTMB CMrHanm 1 3acnokoiscs. Jliza Bu-
CBiYyBa/ia NiXTapMKOM C/10Ba pO3poHaeHOi HUMKM 0COBIMBOI a3-
OyKM:

«Y MEHE BCE FTAPA3/] — KPAMNKA — MEPEBYBAKO HA OB’EKTI
Ne 2 — KPAMKA — MAIKUI MPUBIT BIABAXHUM MOXEXHUKAM
— KPATKA».

Bigpasy X nicna umx curHanie i3 BycT J1isn BupBaBCA LWe 04nH
curHan, a came: «0-o-on! |am retb Big meHe!»

Ane uen curHan He maB A0 eTrKa HiIAKOro BigAHOLWEHHSA.
Mopyu i3 /1i3oto Ha AepeBO CiB AKMNCb HACTUPHUIN AATeN, | BOHA
MyCWa BiaYaliayLWwHO BiabMBaTUCA Bif, YKONIB MOro A3boba. AK6um
TyT 6yB lNeTuk, BiH, 04eBMAHO, yNi3HaB 6u Lboro ntaxa. Came ue
OATeN He TaK AaBHO | Hag, HUM NO3HYLW,ABCA.

LUlonpasaa, Ni3i noTanaHnno meHLwe. BeneTeHCbKNUii cTapuia
Ay6, Ha AKMM BOHa 3abpanacs, bys ana aatna yntobieHnm micuem
[06yBaHHA iKi. Y TOBCTIN KOpi Ayba melwKano 6e3niy KomalwoK. Ha
CMaK BOHM BynM HabaraTo NPMEMHILLI, HiXK NOAIOHI MeLIKaHKK
iHWKX aepes. Tomy noaBa TyT AKOICb 3e/1€HOI ICTOTM MOro po3Hep-
ByBana.

«HeBxke y meHe 3’ABMBCA KOHKYPEHT?» — 3aHEMNOKOEHO noay-
MaB asaTen. BiH cuais Ha cyciaHin 6epesi BXe XBUAUH AecATb, CMno-
cTepiratoym 3a HE3HAMOMOHO iICTOTOHD, AKA KYyMeAHO Hamaranacb
3ani3TM Ha ay6a. 3eneHa TOBCTEHbKaA iCTOTa, KBaKakouu, nigHima-
naca no ctoebypy Aepesa 1 Nasgana Ha 3eM/t0, HAYe MiLLeYyoK 3
nicKOM.

[AaTen i3 LiKaBiCcTIO cnocTepiraB 3a MAapHUMM 3YyCUNNTAMU He-
3HaMoMKM. OCb 3eN1€eHa iCTOTa BXKe MalKe BUAEP/IACb HA HUXKHIO
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riNNAKY, ane 3HOBY K HE BTPUMANACL | 3 MPOTUBHUM KBAaKaHHAM
renHynacb Ha 3eMto.

HaguBmBLKWCHL BBOMIO, AATEN XOTIB YXKe NPOrHATU KOHKY-
PEHTKY, afie panTom nobaymBs, AK BOHA Hanpouy WBMAKO noYana
nigHiMmaTUCb No Aepesy Bropy. Aatna ue 3ausysano. Migneriswm
6aunKue, BiH Nno6aumBs, WO icToTa A0BONI CNPUTHO NpPALOE AO0BIMM
A3MKOM, AKUIM, NpMANNAKYKn 4o cToBbypa, gonomarae in nigHima-
TUCD.

[ATen ciB Ha TiNKy i TaKOX cnpobyBaB 3a4ennTUCb A3SUKOM 3a
KOpY, ane i3 uboro Hiyoro He BuinwAo. Lia obctaBuHa we Ginblwe
po3ntoTuUaa aAtna. BiH, yxe He po3aymytoun, Haye Wwynika HaneTiB
Ha 3eNeHy iCTOTy, AKa BXKe BUANi3Na Ha ayb i noyana 6ammaTn
AKOKOCb MUTANKOIO.

«Hy, ue B»e 3aHaaTo! — obypusca gaten i B3aBcA foB6aTH
HaxabHe cTBOPiHHA. — A BOHO CMayHe», — 3po6u1B BiH BUCHOBOK.

| cnpaBai, HaBiwWo K A0B6aTM TBEpAoro Ayba, Koau uqa ictoTa
TaKa Be/IMKa Ta MPMEMHA Ha CMaK. TyT i’Ki BUCTA4YNTb HAZOBIO, i
OATeN, He 3BepPTaloUM yBarm Ha »Kanic/imBe KBaKaHHA XKepTBu, Npu-
TUCHyB Jli3y A0 cToBbypa i 3 3a40B0IeHHAM A0B6aB ii Ta AoBbaB.

Ni3a, 3po3ymiBLuK, WO ii 6raraHHA Ha ASTAA He AiloTb, 3My-
WweHa byna 3acTocyBaTu roN0BHY CBOHO 36pOt0 — A0Broro A3mKa.
O6Xx0oNMUBLLM A3UKOM LUMIO AATNA, BOHA TaK CTUCHYAA i, Wo AsaTen,
P033ABMBLUM LUMPOKO A3b06a, HE Mir i NUCKHYTK. A Jli3a yBiliwna B
pak i noyana 6uTK nTaxa o6 ctoBbyp Ayba, Haue xOTiNa Ha3aBXKAM
BMOUTU 3 HbOTO HarkaHHA KOrocb obpakatu. YpewTi-pewT, BOHa
3aKMHYNA HewWaCcHOro A4ATAa NoAani Ha CyCigHE AepeBso, Ae BiH
NOBMC Ha TiNNALI, HEHaye raHyipKa.

— KBa-a-a-a-a! — BooBHMYe BUryKHYAa Jli3a nig KiHeup, i uen
CTPaxXiTAMBUIM KPUK JIYHOIO BiAFYKHYBCA NO BCbOMY JliCy.

Moro nouyna HaBiTb copoKka [pr3a, XO4 MeLlKana BOHa Ha ca-
MOMY y3nicci. BOHa TinbKM-HO NoBepHynaca 3 Apmapky. pusa,
NPOAaBLUN BCE HACIHHA, Kynnaa Ha BUPYYEHI FPOLLi BEIMKMIA LLUMA-
TOK ronnaHAacbKoro cupy. JJoporot A0A0My BOHA yaBaana cobi, Ak
PO3A4iNNTb Lii N1AcOoLLi Ha LWMATOYKM 1 CTaHe HeCnilHO CMaKyBaTu.
BoHa byae noiaatv WMaToOYOK 3a LWWMATOYKOM, 3anMBatoym raps-
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YMM YAEM | OTPMMYHOUM 334,0BONIEHHA Bif, Nepernsaay yntobaeHoro
Tenecepiany.

3a/MWKMBLUKM KOLWKMK 3 CUPOM Ha FaHKy, pu13a BigBepHynacs,
o6 BiAIMKHYTK ABepi. Bigpa3sy X i3-3a 61MKHbOro AepeBa BUC-
Nn3Hyna sropbneHa ¢irypa y HopHOMY Kanenrci, cxonunaa cmp i
nobirna retb. [pu3a TiNbKM BCTUTNA NOMITUTU TEMHY TiHb, LLO CXO-
BasiacA 3a AepeBamMmu. BoHa, 3BM4aHO, 34iliHANA CTPALUEHHUI
KpuK. CnpaBeasimnBomy obypeHHIO COPOKM He Byno mexK. BoHa ro-
nocHo b6igkanacb i nponneana cnbo3un. | ue He AMBHO. TaKOro We
He Tpannanock B iXHbOMY Aici, wob cepen 6inoro gHA Tak HaxabHo
rpabysann yecHMx, NOPALHUX TPOMAAAH. [LJOCTaTHbO HaKpUYaB-
WMCb Ta HAaN/aKaBLWKUCb, [p13a CTOMAEHO NPUCINA Ha CXiaui raHKy.

Henpocti Typ6otu komapa Oci

Komap Oca netiB cenmuiem, o6MMHaOUM OCENIO 33 OCENELD.
BiH yBaXHO Npurnagascs 40 BiKOH, MatouuM Hagito, wo 6e3TypboTHi
Xa3Ai 3a/NWNAM Aecb He3a4MHEeHOo KBaTUPKY. OcA, xou i He byB
KOMapOM-Z0OMYLLHMKOM, Ta BCE K MNOJI0ONAB TULLKOM-HULLIKOM
npobpaTmcaA y AKYCb AOMIBKY Ta MOTPUBOXKMUTM TaM MeELLKaHLLIB
CBOIM NMMUCKOM Ta HaAOKYYIMBMM NpPUCTaBaHHAM. BiH He Bb6auaB y
LbOMY Hi4Oro KPUMIHANbHOTO, | AyXe AMBYBABCA, LLLO KOMapIiB He
nobNATb | HA3MBAKOTb KPOBOMUBLAMM.

«Lle BOHM Big, *kaaibHocTi», — Aymas 3a3Bmyai Oca, He 3Bep-
Taloum yBarm Ha obypeHHA nocensH.

A BOHM, y CBOIO Yepry, 3aBX4mM BigmaxyBasncCb Bif HbOrO,
LLLOCb BUKPUKYBAIN 1 HaBiTb MPOK/IMHANAM MOr0, 3Ba/IIOKO4M HA
cebe BenuKUM rpix. [lyxe HecnpaBeaaMBMMM A0 KOMapiB bynu
MeLUKaHUi cenmwa. OcA TAXKKO 3iTXHYB MiCaA TaKUX po34yMiB.

HapewTi BiH no6aumB y 61MKHIN AoMmiBLi HaniBBiAYMHEHE
BIKHO. 3paiBLUun, BiH XOTiB yXKe NPOLWMUTHYTU BCEpeanHY ocen,
ane NomiTue nig, BiIkHOM MoCTaThb, WO npuyainacs. Big Hel po3nos-
CHOZ’KYBABCA CMAYHMN apOMAT CMAXKeHOro HaciHHA. [MocTaTtb ny-
3a/1a HaCiHHA Ta NPUCIYXOBYBalacb 40 PO3MOB Y byanHKy. Oca Ha
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XBUJINHY pO3rybusca,
He 3Hato4mn, Koro nep-
Wwmm BnbpaTtn cobi Ha
BEYEepto — TUX, Wo
PO3MOBAIOTL ¥ OCeni
4yn uboro nbutena
HaCiHHA.

«Hi, uboro A 3a-
NINWY Ha aecepTt, — BU-
piwune Oca. — lyxke
BiH CMA4HO naxHe, a
3apas 3aliMycb MmeLu-
KaHUAMMK BYOUHKY».

NepeBepTeHb
BMbBpaB 418 TMMYaco-
BOro NOMeLLKAHHA
came uen HeBeNny-
KM aim. BiH npuisams ctogm TAaEMHO, HaBiayouM MaTip, | B3arani B
OCTaHHIM Yac noBoamBs cebe Tnxo, 60 nepes BMbopamm B MiCbKy
Mepito gyXe aKTuBi3yBanaca noniuia. OCTaHHI ryyHi apewTn npu-
MYCUNU 10ro ByTK obepeskHUM. A Lua ocens HiYMm He BigpisHAnacs
BiZ iHWMX, i MOro ue BAawWwToBYyBano. BiH nocenns TyT maTip nicaa
3Bi/IbHEHHS i 3i cneu-nikapHi. | Xxo4 3BiNIbHEHHA MaTepi Biabynocb
3a gonomoroto oro b6ateyka fara, NepesepTeHb He Npobayuuns
noro. AAkbu [ar He 3ax0BaBCA Ha OCTPOBI, TO BiH 1aBHO 6 NOKBMK-
TaBcA 3 GiHaHCUCTOM.

— A NPONOHYI0 PO3AiNUTUCA | NepenpPaBUTUCL Ha OCTPIB i3
ABOX HAaNPAMKIB — 3 MiBHOYI Ta NiBAHA. TAaKUM YUMHOM, MM PO3MNOPO-
LUIMMO OXOpPOHY [lara, — 3aroBOPUB HU3EHbKUIM TOBCTUI CYH’EKT i3
JINCOIO rONI0BOIO.

— Hi, Tak M1 Hapobumo 6arato ranacy. Jlinwe npobpaTtuch
TyAM BHOUI Nig, BOAOK, KOPUCTYHOYNCL aKBaslaHraMu, — 3aNpPonoHy-
BaB iHLIMM CNiIBPO3MOBHMK, A0OBroB’ 31, 3 PO3KILLHUM I'yCTUM BO-
noccam.

— A A NPOMNOHYIO BCE ¥ CKOPUCTATUCA TUM, LLLO OCTPOBOM
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AYXe LiKaBUTbCA Hall MPOTUBHUK — AeTeKTMB MaKc, — noaas rosioc
MepeBepTeHb. BiH 6yB ogArHeHU NO-40MALLHbOMY, Y OKCAMUTO-
BOMY xanati. — Tum camum mu B6’emo Bigpasy ABox 3amuis. Cno-
YaTKy A,OYEKAEMOCH, XTO TaM Bi3bmMe BepX, a NOTiM Nerko
po3npaBumoca 3 06e3kpoBaeHMM 60pPOTLOOID NEPEeMOXKLLEM.

Yci npucyTHI 3aanaoayBany i npono3uuii. XassiH AoMiBKK
334,0B0JIEHO MOCMIXHYBCA | 3aNPOCUB FOCTEM 3a Weapo 3acTase-
HWIA CTPaBaMM CTin.

Ocs npuckinnmeo Bubumpas cobi xxepTBy. CNOYaTKy BiH XOTiB
CiCTM Ha /INCY rOI0BY TOBCTYHA, ane Big HbOro CUIbHO TXHY/O THO-
TIOHOM, @ KOMap TepniTM He Mir TOM 3anax.

Topi BiH 3aKpy»XNnAB Hag A0Bros’A3nm cyb’ekTom, Npumipsato-
YMCb A0 MOro NPULLLABOro Hoca. BiH yXKe maike ciB Ha TOM Hic, ane
Moro BONI0AAP YOMYCb 3aHEPBYBAB | KyMeAHO 3amaxaB Haz, rono-
BOIO CEPBETKOIO.

— [apHO *KNTK 6ins 03epa, TiNbKKM AyrKe H6araTo TyT KOMapHi. |
TaKi BOHW HAAOKY4Y/1IMBI, — 3aroBOpPUB A0BroB’s3unii cyb’exkT, Nnpo-
[O0BXYHUM BigmaxysaTuco Big Oci.

«Lle x Tpeba, AkMM HepgoTopKaHui! — nogymas Oca, o6pa-
3MBLUMCb Ha 4,0BroB’A30ro 3a BeCb CBili pig. — Komapukn nomy,
6auTe, He nogobatoTbeA. TM MeHi TaKOXK He Ay»Ke nogobaewical
Caay a ninwe Ha cyb’eKTa B xanaTi. BiH ay»Ke 3apa3 3a40B0€HUN
cob0t0, a 3 TAaKUMU NPUEMHILLE MATK CNPaBy».

Cy6’eKT y oKcammToBOMY XanaTti nicna ykycy Oci 3aBepeLlas,
Haye MOoro pi3anu Ha WMATKK.

— Ocb 6aunTe? — 3BepHYBCA A0 HbOTO A0BroB’A3nn. — A X
Kas3as, Lo 6ina o3epa cnna-cuneHHa Komapis. Tpeba Bam 3aKpUTH
BiKHa mapneto, — NoOpPaaunB BiH.

«fKi X BOHM HaiBHi, — nogymas OcA. — Haye Aakacb mapna
MOXKe 3ynMHUTKU MeHe. Cmix Ta 11 rogi! Tbxy Ha Bac!» — cnatoHyB Ha
npucyTHix OcA i ropao BUNETIB Yepes KBAaTUPKY Ha BYAMLIO.

Tam BiH 3HOBY N06AYMB MPUHULLKAOTO Nif BiIKHOM He3Ha-
nomus.

«OCb UMM CMaYHEHbKUM Cy6’EKTOM A 11 3alMMYCb», — BUPILLNB
Ocs i 3 pO3roHy HaNEeTIB Ha *KepTBY, BCTPOMUBLUM XOOOTOK NpAMO B
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il HiC.

He3HallomeLb ro/IOCHO 3aBepeLLLaB, CKOYMB Ha /1IaNKK i NoYaB
NAMUraTH Ha MiCLi, Haye KpoauK. Bigpasy X i3 Wwymom BigumMHMAOCA
BIKHO i 3BiATiNA NOKa3annCA BXe 3HaNOMi cyb’eKTu.

Mob6aumBLuM Nig BIKHOM Na3yTymMKa, BOHWU 3UMHUAM CTPINA-
HWHY, a Le BXKe He cnogobanock Oci. BiH ¥ax Ak He ntobus HepBoO-
BMX KNieHTiB. O6pasmBLLMCb Ha BCiX, OcA NoNeTiB reTb rofiogHNM. A
6ins 6yAMHKY We A0Bro He BLLYXaAW NOCTPIAN i T'yYHI KPUKMU.

MeTMK NpMmyaB 40 KOHTOpM MaKca ay»Ke nepenakaHui, y
NOM’ATOMY KOCTIOMI, i3 NPOCTPiINEHNUM NiBUM BYXOM Ta 3 BE/IMKUM
YepPBOHMM NyXMPEeM Ha Hoci. MaKc e He 6aumB CBOro NOMIYHMKA
B TAKOMY HEPBOBOMY CTaHi.

— LLlo 3 To60t0 Tpanmuaock? — 3anuTaB BiH, NiAHIMaO4YMCh i3
Kpicna Ta goctaroum i3 wadu anteyky. — 3a To6010 WO, 3rpas cobak
rHanaca?...

—lopai To6i rnysysatn! — cepanTto Bignosis MeTuK. — 3a MHOtO
M cobaku roHATbCA, Y MEHE 1 CTPINAKTb, MEHE, 3PELUTO, KoMapi
KyCatoTb, Ti/IbKM T B Hac y 6innx pykasuukax!..

— He po3ymito, Wwo 3 Tob60ot0, — Nnepes’a3youmnm nopaHeHe ByXo
HanapHuKa, ameyBaBca Makc. — Al K nocnas Tebe BCbOro umie nig-
CNyXaTw, LLO NAaHyloTb [epeBepTeHb 3i cBOIMM baHaAUTaMK. A TH
3’ABNAELLICA BECb MOHIBEYEHMIN, MOKYCaHWUI Ta LWe 1 i3 NpeTeH3iaMu
A0 MeHe. 3aCNOKOMCA B peLUTi-peLuT.

—Tobi pobpe roBopuUTK — «3acnokomca»... Tu cuanw y ten-
NIoMy KabiHeTi, HaCONOAKYELLICA rapaAYO0LO0 KaBOK, @ MEHE KOXKEH
pa3 NOCUNAELL Ha 3aBAaHHA, Bce b6inbw Hebe3neyHi Ta CKAa4HI.
Tobi Bigomo, siKi Kyctodi 6ina o3epa komapi?!

MeTWK panTom 3amaxaB HaBKOMO cebe KnanTukamm mapai,
HibM BigraHaloun komapa. Momy 3aanocs, Wwo Ti Komapi 3apas
ycloam NitTatoTb, HaBiTb Y KabiHeTi Makca. AK6u TyT Hacnpasai 6ys
Ocs, BiH po3Taymaumns 6u Momy, WO B NoAibHi KabiHeTn, Ae Tak Ha-
KYpeHo, e He NpubUpPa€eTbCA Ta He NPOBITPHOETLCA, BiH He 3ane-
TUTb Hi Ha cekyHAy. He ntobus OcAa HeoxalHUX rocnoaapis.

—[lepecTaHb po3maxyBaTu raHuyipkamm! — yxe 3akpuyas
MakKc Ha nomiyHKMKa. — Tobi CKpi3b KOMapi Tenep BBMKAIOTbCA.

83



Po3noBigan ninwe, AKi po3aobys HOBUHM.

BucnyxaBwn getanbHM 3BIiT NOMIYHUKA, MaKC Ha XBUAUHY
33 yMaBcA.

— Tpeba Ham cnpoBoKyBaTK [lepeBepTHA Ha aKTUBHI Aji. BiH
X04e 404eKaTUCA, KOIM MU MOYHEMO AiATU, @ MU MPUMYCUMO MOro
nepLwmnm nepenpasBmTUCb HA OCTPIB.

— Ta Hy M0ro, TOM OCTpIB, — Y*Ke 3aCMNOKOIBLUIMCb, NPOMOBUB
MeTuK. [ly>ke MOMY He XOTINOCb LLLe Pa3 MaTK CNpaBy 3i CTOPOXKO-
BUMM Ncamm ¢iHaHcUcTa. — [lar 3apa3 HiYMM Ham He 3arpoXKye. Xaw
cobi cManTb Ha CBOEMY OCTPOBI.

— Hi.  BneBHeHuN, Wwo [ar He 3a/IMWKNTb Hac Yy CNOKOI, —
MakKc BigYMHMB BiKHO, W06 NPOBITPUTU KabiHeT.

Heesaana ataka Ha octpis [ara

O3epo TMXO HaKo4vyBano Ha MilaHui 6eper HeBeNNYKi XBUAI.
Byna AcHa micsyHa Hiu. Big Tpbox nocTaTen, Wo MeTyLnamnch Ha be-
pe3i 03epa, Nagann AOBri YyaepHaupbkKi TiHi. [eTnk 3 Makcom npu-
KpinatoBanm NNMNKOKO CTPIYKOKO NaKeTu 3 neTapgamm HAaBKOANO Tanii
Ni3n. 3aKiHuMBLIM POOOTY, BOHM NIeAb HE PO3PEeroTaanck Big BUrnaay
CBOEI HanapHuui. Jliza Tenep 6yna cxoxa Ha TEPOPUCTKY-CMEPT-
HuLto. He 3BepTatoum yBary Ha CMix TOBapwMLLIiB, BOHA OrnsHya cebe
e pas, NonpaBuaa HOBE CMOPAAMKEHHA W NErko, 3i CNPUTHICTIO
CMpPaBXHbOI PO3BiAHULI NipHY1a Yy BOAY.

MNetapgu MeTUK 3aKynuMB y mMarasuHi LWe no3aByopa, BUKO-
HylO4M 3aBAaHHA MakKca. BiH He ogMH npuanBnABCA 40 LbOro To-
Bapy, 60 B MmarasuHi we 6arato XTO UiKaBMBCA NeTapAamu.
Hesabapom cBaTo HoBoro PoKy, i Takuii ToBap 6yB Hapo3xsaTt. Came
Ha Lie 11 po3paxoByBaB Makc. Momy He xoTinocs, 1wob XTocb 38epHYB
yBary Ha Te, YAM LiKaBUTbCA MOro NOMIYHMK. [10 MiCTy HaneBHe HULW-
nopATb areHTn [lara. Makc binblue cnogiaBca Ha yBary 3 60Ky arex-
TiB MNepeBepTHA, 60 came ANA HUX NPU3HAYABCA LLeM MacKapag,.
Makc fopyymnB 3aB4acHO eTuKy, Wwo6 BiH HABMUCHE PO3NOBCIOANB
No MICTYy YyTKY NpO Te, WO roTYETbCA Hanag, Ha ocTpiB. AreHTun Mepe-

84



BEPTHA MYCU/IN 3pearyBaTi Ha ue.

Ni3a, AK i "MYnTb cNpaBXHil *Kabi, niananBaa A0 OCTPOBA TUXO
Ta HenomiTHo. Comu 3apas cnasn, 3apuBLIMCL Y HAMYA MiA, KOPiH-
HAMK aepeBa. LLlonpaBaa, ogWH i3 HUX BIAKPUB Ha XBUbKY Oui.
MosKe, Wwocb Heaobpe NPUCHMUAOCL MoMy, abo X BiH CTpaXkAaB Bif
6e3CcoHHA. MobaunsLumM Hag coboto AKYCb AMBHY iCTOTY, LLO NAMBAA
no bepera, com xoTiB 6y/10 NiAHATU TPUBOrY, ane 3amicTb LbOro
TiNbKK CONOAKO NO3iXHYB. Y Tens oMy Hamyi 6yno npuemHoO Ta 3a-
TMwHo. Com noAymas, WO iCTOTa MOMy NpUBUAINACE | 3HOBY 3anto-
LLMB Oui.

Takum 4mHom, Jliza gictanacs go 6epera 61arononyyHo, Npo
LLLO 3pa3y X NOBiAOMWANA KO/leram, CKOPUCTABLUNCb KOAOBUMM CUT-
HaNaAMM NIXTAPUKOM.

Micna uboro Jliza nposesa nepwy po3BiAKY HA MiCLLEBOCTI.
Mae Npo KOXKeH CBill KPOK BOHA NMOBIAOMAANA HA NPOTUNEKHNM
6eper. [iana /i3a yiTko 3a n1aHOM. 30BCiMm Nopyy npobiran cTtopo-
¥oBi cobaku [ara. BoHu, Ha WacTa, He NOMITUAM HiYoro nigo3pi-
noro, i ye Jlisy 3acnokoino. BoHa, nepesiBwK nogux, posnoyvana
BMKOHYBATW OCHOBHWI eTan AOPYYEHHA — HEMOMITHO PO3K/1AaCTU Ha
TepuTOopii OCTPOBa 3aroTOBNEHI NeTapAn 1 3ananuTu ix.

Ocb TaK i po3noyanaca peTesbHO po3pobsieHa AeTeKTMBOM
MakKcom onepauia nig kogosoto Hassoro «CBATKOBA METAPLAN.
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ly4yHi BMBYXM Ha ocTpoBi ¢iHaHcucTa [ara po3byaunum Bce
MmicTo. MepeBepTeHb NiAHAB CBOK KOMaHAy no TpwuBo3i. BiH 6ys
YNEBHEHWI, WO HA OCTPiB HanaB AeTeKTns MakKc i3 nigpy4yHMmu.
Tpeba 6yno nocniwaTtu, Wob He NPONYCTUTU MUTb, KoAK BiliKka 3a-
KIHYNTbCA M MepemorKeLlb, BTPATUBLLM NU/bHICTb, MOYHE CBATKYBATHU
CBilt Tpiymo.

YoBHM 3 baHaUTaMM HabIM3MIMUCA 40 OCTPOBA CaMe To4i, Kou
BUOYXWN BXKe CKiHUMAMCb. OXOpOHLi pa3om i3 cobakammu, TPOXM OT-
AMMBLUUCb, NPUTOTYBAINCA A0 3yCTPiYi 3 HanagHMKamu. [lar Haka3as
im He wKoayBaTh HaboiB. Tomy MNepeBepTeHb 3i CBOED KOMaHAO!LO,
BMOpaBLIKMCh HA Beper, ogpa3y X NoTpanuau Nig WiNbHWUA aBTOMAT-
HUM BOTFOHb.

Ni3a noyyna Ty CTPiNAHMHY, KOK BXKe BUOBMpanacb 3 BOAU Ha
npoTunexkHomy 6epesi. BoHa 6yna 3agoBosieHa, BUKOHaBLLM H6olioBe
3aBAaHHA. [loBepLINTM ii CbOrOAHILIHI CTapaHHA MOBUHHI OXOPOHLL
[Jara Ta roro 3atow,i ncu.

Came uMm BOHM 3apa3s i 3armanuca. Kinbka po3ntoyeHux ncis,
oToumnBLLM MNepeBepTHA, NOLWMATYBAIM 3yBamm MOro po3KilHMI KO-
cTioM. Ta AK6U TiNbKK KocTioM. Momy camomy Tex aobpadye gicta-
nocs. Bin 3arybus gecb 36poto i BiabMBaBCA Big HaNaAHWKIB OA4HIED
e XBOPOCTUHKOLO. NepeBepTeHb 3p03yMmiB, LLO NOTPANmMB Y 3a-
nagHto, i HaBiTb 340rafyBaBCA, XTO LLIO 3aMaAHIO BAALLTYBaB.

YpewrTi-pewT, neap ¥uBi 6aHAUTM pa3om i3 [epeBepTHEM K-
HY/IMCA Ha3aA 40 BOAMW. Ane TaM Ha HUX YeKanu HOBI HENPUEMHOCTI,
a came — iBa PO3rHiBaHMX CTPINAHUHOI COMU. M AyXe He cnogo-
6anoch, Wo ix Tak 6e3uepeMoHHO po3byamunun cepen Houi. Moba-
YMBLUWM Yy BOAI MOPYLUHMKIB CBOrO CMOKOK, COMW B3ANMUCA iX KycaTu
Ta NIyNuoBaTU MiLHMMW XBOCTaMM.

MNepeBepTeHb, OTPUMABLUM Big, COMa CMa4YHUIM Nanac, HaBiTb
BTPATUB Ha XBUMHKY CBIAOMICTb. BiH yXe NoYMHaB 3axnmMHaTmcA,
ane TyT-Taku 3HOBY OTPUMaAB NOTYKHUIN yaap XBOCTOM 3HM3Y i, Nia-
HABLUMCb Haj BOAOID, yNaB Ha CBOIX NiAPYYHUX.

OTaK NoKa/iyeHi 3aIMWKN KONAKUCh rpisHoi baHan MNepeBepTHA
M JonAvMBAKM A0 NpoTunexkHoro bepera.

Ane M TYT Ha HUX Y}Ke OYiKyBa/n. 3-3a BAINMKHBOTO KYLLA, KY/b-
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ratoum, nigkpanaca ao 6esgnxaHHnx 6aHauTiB 3ropbeHa TemHa no-
cTaTb. He3sHaliomelb WBUAEHBKO 0OLIYKaB KULLIEHI NOCTPaXKAanux,
3abpaB y HUX ramaHLii 1 3HMK 33 KyLLLamu.

Ha ocTposi cTOpOHHI BisuTepu

HeBennkmin, HopHOro KObOPY reflikonTep 34iMHAB rBUHTAMM
Be/IMYE3HY XMapy NUIOKN | HABITb NPUTHYB A0 3eM/i TOHEHbKI,
TeHAITHI 6epi3ku. Micna npuemneHHA Ha 6eTOHOBaHWIA ManaaH-
YWMK, TBUHTM MOTO 3YNUHUAMUCA | 3pa3y X BIAYMHUAMCA ABepLATA.
[0 MmangaH4yMKa NigKOTUIO KilbKa aBTOMODGINiB. 13 HUX NOBMCKAKY-
Ba/IM 030POEHI OXOPOHLL, OTOYMBLUM MAaNAAHUYMK LLITbHUM KiNb-
uem.

Hanpo3sKiwHiwmnii i3 nimysnHis nig’ixaB Ao camux ABepuar re-
NiKonTepa ¢ i3 HbOro BUIMLLOB Xa3AiH ocTpoBa — piHaHcUcT Aar. BiH
PO3KpUB 06iMMKM Ta NPUBITHO MOCMIXHYBCA, MPUTOTYBaBLUUCH 3Y-
CTPITN Ba*KNIMBOrO rocTA. Ane Ha MOro 34MBYBAHHA 3 reslikonTepa
BUMLLAM NnLe ABi NiTHI 4amMn B YyaepHaubKkomy oassi. Ycnig, 3a
HUMW CNYTU NOYANN BUHOCUTU Be3Ni4 AOPOXKHIX CAaKBOAMXKIB, a A0-
BrOOYiKYBaHOrO rocTa TakK i He BUAHO 6yN0. 3peLToto, 3 reiko-
nTepa BUHECAU AKYCb BEAUKY, Y 3PICT NOAMHM, BANI3y, NiICAA HYOTO
ABEpUATA 3a4NHUANCL. 3HOBY 3i CBUCTOM 3aBEPTIZINCb TBUHTMH, i
4YOpHa, HEMOB Be/IMYe3Ha KoOMaxa MallMHa, NIAHABLUUCL Y NOBITPA,
LWBWAKO 3HMK/A 33 XMapamMm.

CnaHtenmyeHnin Jar cnpobysas 3aroBOPUTHU 3 OSHIEI 3 AaM,
ane BoHa, NPOOYPMOTIBLUM LLOCb Hanpouya ryCTUm 4o/10BiYnM
6acom, nocniwmnna 3 HanapHuue A0 aBTomobina.

YpewrTi-pewT, [lar HaKa3aB OXOPOHLAM AONOMOITH NpUbYy-
MM Norpy3uTun Harax, a cam, e pa3 03MPHYBLUMCb, TAKOX CiB Y
NiMy3UH.

Ha ocTpiB onyctnnaca TemHa Hid. Yepes HaniBsigYnHeHe

BIKHO Yy TEMHUI NepeanokKii neab NPOHUKAN0 MiCAYHE CBIT/O.
CBiTn0 Nafano Ha BEIMKY Baslidy, AKa B OTOYEHI iHLWIOro baraxy
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3Haxo4mMacb Mo LeHTpy nepeanokoto. eski caksoaxki bynm pos-
NMaKoBaHi, a 04eXa, AKa 3HAX0ANNACA B HUX, Tenep Bucina y wadoi.

Tuxo punHynu gsepi nepeanokoto. I3 cycigHboT KimHaTH,
M’SIKO CTynatoum, 3aina YopHa Kiwka. Lle 6yna HoBa yntobneHmnua
[Jara. BoHa 3amiHMia co60t0 NOMepnoro He Tak AaBHO necuka Ly-
nuka. [lar fosro onnakysas 3arnbens LLynuka, He 3Haxoaa4m cobi
micuAa B A4omi. Toai Aictanoch Big HbOro BCiM — i OXOPOHUAM, | Npu-
CNYXKHUKaM.

JoBigaswuck Npo noro rope, LLivra nogapysas [lary Killky,
AKMX Y HbOro B A0oMi b6irano 6e3niy. Kilwka cnoyaTky CTOpOHMAACH
HOBOTO Xa3siHa, ane 3ro4oMm 3BMKNA A0 HbOro 1 Tenep byna ronos-
HOM MEePCOHO0 Yy AO0MI PiHaHcKcTa. Yci boanuca it HeHapoKom 06-
pa3suTu. Ane uA KilKka Mmoraa  cama noctoaTu 3a cebe.

YcepegmHi HalnbinbLwoi Bani3m wock 3awypxoTino. Kiwka Big-
pasy ¥ NPUHMLLIKNG, NPUrOTYBABLUMCH A0 NOAOBaHHA. BoHa byna
BMEBHEHa, LLLO LLe MULLIA HAMAra€eTbCA BUMTU Ha HiYHY MNPOTryAAHKY.
B ixHbOoMy HOBOMY AOMI, WONpaBaa, MULLEN He BOAUNOCA, ane
NPUPOAHWNI IHCTUHKT KilUKM NPUMYCKB ii nogymaTn came npo
MULLY.

Twum yacom Banisa po3Kkpunaca, i 3 Hel TMXO BUC/IN3HY 1A BU-
COKa FHy4YKa nocTaTb, 04ArHEHA B YepBoHe TpuKo. KiwkKa, byayun
BYKE HANOroToBi, MO iHepLji 3anAnrHyaa Ha He3HaloMKy, afe Lboro
pasy ii *kepTBa BUABMANACL He 3 60A3KMX. BOHa cxonuna Hanaa-
HWLLIO 33 LWKiPKY, NOBepHyNa Ao cebe i, po3rneaisLum, Wwo BOHO
TaKe, BUKMHYNA nNogani, B CYCigHIO KiMHaATY.

KiwKa HacTinbku byna 3anBoBaHa rpybum BigHOLWEHHAM 4,0
cebe, WO Big 06ypeHHA BigualiayLwHo 3aBepeluana. Lien Kpuk go-
NIMHYB A0 cnanbHi ara. BiH, Tpumatoum nepepg coboto pyLHULLO,
no4aB NepeBipATU KiIMHATK, UM He 3abpaBcsa XTo B Aim. Nobaumslum
B OZHil i3 KIMHAT HE3HAMOMKY B YEPBOHOMY TPMKO, [ar Ha MUTb
ouineHis.

— A-a-a-a! — BMpBanoch B HbOro. — PATyinTe-e-e-e!

— Tuxo, He ranacymnTe TaK, — 3aroBOpwW/Ia BOHa Hanpouya me-
NOAIMHUM ronocom. — Bu npobauTe, WO Ham AOBOAMUTLCA NO3Ha-
NOMMUTUCb B OTAKUIMN HE3BUUYHUI cnocib. A — AKpas ToM ricTb, Ha
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AKOro BW YeKanu.

[ar cnpasai 3amoBK. BiH po3rybaeHo cTosB, He 3Hato4u, AK
AiaTn aani. BiH aAkocb 06M’AK i HaBiTb NOCMiXHYBCA.

— A 5 B)Xe AyMaB, Lo BU He npuixann. — BiH nonpaBuB Ha cobi
AOMALLHIM Xanar.

[lar, 3BM4aHO, He cNoAiBaBCA, L0 A1 BUKOHAHHA MOro 3a-
MOBJIEHHA NpUige came XKiHKa. BiH o4ikyBaB nob6aymnTh AKorocb
MYXHbOT0, 3arapToBaHOro 60MOBMM Ta YKUTTEBUM A0CBILOM BUKO-
HaBUA, a TYT NpMbyno Wocb AOBroOHOre, TEHAITHE Ta... AUBHE.

Konu K rocTa gictana HeBENMKUIA CaKBOAX i BigKpwuAna 1ioro,
[ar 3miHMB CBOIO AYMKY i 3aCNOKOIBCA. Y cakBOsKi byna pisHoma-
HiTHa 36poA, HaBiTb TaKa, AKoi [ar we Hikoan He 6auus.

A rocTa, NpMKNaBLUM aBTOPYYKY 40 ryb, ronocHo, NPoOHM3IMBO
3acBucTiNa. Ha cBUCT oapasy K 3'aBUAMCA ABi BXKe 3HaNoMi piHaH-
cucTy aamu. Tenep BOHW Bynun ogAarHeHi B Yonosiye BOpaHHA ¢
cami HacnpaBsai BUABUAUCL 0cobamm YONOBIYOI CTaTi.

— Bac, 3BM4aliHO, 34MBYBaIN Halli 3acTepeXKHi 3axoau, —
3BepHynacb Ao [ara rocta. — Ane mu 3MmyLLeHi noBoauTn cebe




obepexHo, 60, AKLLO CyANUTM 3 BALLOrO NOBIAOMNEHHSA, TYT Ai€
KOMaHAa CrnpaBXHix npodecioHaniB, AKY M1 NOBUHHI 3HELLKOAUTH.
XTO TaKMi OTOM Ball C/TaBHO3BiICHUIM AeTeKTMB Makc?

— A1 6 He cKa3aB, W0 BOHM TakKi B¥e npodecioHann, ane Ao
CbOTrOAHIWHbLOrO AHA 3 HUMM He 3yMiB YNOPaATUCh HiXTO. AKLLO Bam
BiZLlOMO, 3 HUMM HE 3yMiB YNOPaATMUCA HABITb TaKNIM MaNCTepP CBOEI
cnpaBu, AK besxanicHui.

— Tak, TaK, MeHi ue Bigomo. besKanicHui, 3BMYaHO, CNPUT-
HUM X/I0NeLb, Ta BCE K 3aHAATO AOBIPAMBUN | NPAMONIHIMHNN, —
roCTA Cifla B KPiCNO, BiAKWUHYBLUMCb HA BUCOKY CMUHKY.

Jar i il NOMIYHMKM NPOAOBXKYBAIN CTOATU, YBAXKHO C/TYXAKOU K.

— Y meHe 30BCiMm iHWi meToam 60poTbbun 3 noaibHMMK cyb’ek-
Tamu. A i MOA KOMaHAaA 3aBXAM AIEMO piwyye i 6e3noMnKoBO.
Tomy wie He Byno B HalWil NPaKTULi BUNAAKY, W06 MU He BUKO-
Ha/M CBOO PobOoTy. MorKeTe He CYMHIBAaTUCA, LLLO MU 1 LbOro pasy
BMOPAEMOCH, — FOCTA OKMHY/1A NOrNALOM CBOIX aCUCTEHTIB.

Mpo Hux Tpeba ckasaTu okpemo. Obuasa 6ynm KpemesHi, i3
CyBOpPMMM 061Muuamm bysanmx binuis. OauH i3 HUX 6yB HabaraTo
HMMKYMIA Ha 3PICT 33 CBOro ToBapuLla. TOHEHbKa KOCKYKa, WO 3BU-
cana 3 NoTMAKLi No noAc, pobunna MOro CXoXMM Ha KUTANLA.

YBarKHO rMAHYBLUIWM HA aCUCTEHTIB rocTi, JJar yneBHUBCA, LWLO
LbOro pasy He NOMMUIMBCA Y CBOEMY BMBOpI. HapewTi 3 geTekTu-
BOM Ta MOro NOMiYHMKaMK Byae NOKiHYeHO.

Yeprosa possiaka sussunach
BAQNOIO

bina BMCOKOro napkaHy, AKMIN 3aropoaKysas coboto HeBi-
AO0MO WO, 3yNMHUBCA Benocuneanct. BiH, npuxmamsLum senocu-
nega 40 NapKaHy, 3a3MpHYB Yy WinMHy. Y Takil nosi senocuneanct
npocTonB gosro. LlikaBo, Wwo BiH xOTiB Tam yrneaitm? Liei napKaH,
CXO’Ke, MOBUHEH byB 0bepiratu Big, CTOPOHHIX 04el AKNICb 06’€eKT,
ane 3apas nocepeauHi 3aropoaKeHoi TepUTopii pic ycboro auiie
HEBE/IMYKUM KyLL, WWMNLWMHKU. HeBXKe BenocMneamcTa Tak 3aLikasmBe
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TOM KyWwMK? MogibHMX KyLw,iB y Nici, AKMIN CTIHOK CTOAB HAaBKOJIO
napKaHy, 6yno 6e3niy. Tomy y Benocunegmcrta He 6yno »KogHoi no-
Tpebu 3ana3nTM Ha NapKaH, NOTiM A0BOANI He3rpabHo nagaTn 3
HbOrO I, Ky/Ibratoum, HULLKOM KPAcTMCA came A0 KyLua.

Mpn NagiHHI 3 NapKaHy 3 KULWeHi BenocmneancTa BUCUNANOCA
Tpoxu rapby3oBoro HaciHHA, ane 3apa3s He npo ue. Habansmswunco
A0 Kylla, Besiocuneauct npucis 6ina HbOro 1 novyas NpUCAyxaTUCA.
MocuaiBumM TaK KifibKa XBUAMH, BiH 06epeXHo 3ani3 ycepeguHy
KYLLQ i... PAaNTOM 3HWUK TaM.

CnpaBgai, 3apa3 Ha oropoasKeHii Teputopii He 6yno Hikoro. |
AKOWN He Benocmnen, NPUXUAEHUA 4,0 NAPKaHY, i He criau BiA Kpo-
CiBOK Ha NPUNOPOLLEHIM CHIrOM TpaBi, TO MOXKHa 6yno 6 noay-
MaTK, WO HIAKOro BesocuneauncTa TyT B3arani He byno.

MeTnK obepexkHO cnycKaBcA 3ani3HO APAabUHOIO B 3aKMHY-
TUI KaHani3auinHuMi KonoaAasb, *KanibHo cTorHyym, 60 npu nagiHHi
3 NapKaHy CMIbHO NOLWKOAMB HOTY. BiH, AK 3aBXXAM, BUKOHYBAB A0-
pyyeHHA Makca. Momy noTpibHo Byno po3sigath, Kyam Bese LA
CTapa KaHanisauilHa Tpyba.

MakKc, npoixKaxKatum BHOpa HeJANEUKO Bifg MapKaHy, Hecrno-
AiBaHO yrneais ABi BaHTaXXHUX MaLUMHW, WO cToAAM Tam. Moro He
TaK 3aLiKaBMAN MaLLUHW, AK Te, WO 3 HUX HEBigOMUMKM ocobamm
LLLOCb PO3BaHTaXKyBanocb. LLLo came, Makc He mir po3srnegitu, 60
6yn10 BXKe TeMHO. Bce TakuM BiH HEMOMITHO MiAKPABCA A0 NAPKaHYy i
TAKOX 3a3MpPHYB Y LWiAKHY. ANle HIYOro LiKaBoro He nobauus,
OKpPiM TOrO ¥ KyLa LWWMLIMHK, 40 AKOTO M HeCAu barax Hesigomi
nocraTi. Yce ue Tak 3ansyBano Makca, Lo BiH BUPIWIMB HACTYM-
HOro AHA NOCNATM ClOAM PO3BigHWKA. Ha 3aBAaHHA Ay»Ke NpocK-
nacs Jliza, ane Makc 3ynuHmB cBint BUbip Ha 6inblu gocBigyeHomy
BMKOHaBL,i — NeTuky.

CnycTMBLINCL Ha AHO KoN0oAA3A, [TeTUK TPOXM Nnepenoyms.
MoTim, obepexkHO cTynatuu, 3arnmbumsca BcepeanHy Tpyou. BiH
Yac Big yacy 621mMmaB nepes cob0oto NiIXTaPUKOM, LWOH He TpaBMyBa-
TMCA We pas.

HeBaoBs3i Tpyba B1uBeNa po3BigHMKaA 40 ¥KaxnmMBoro micud. 3i
cTeni TyT Kanana, a noaekyau i nunaca 6pyaHa soga. MeTunky He
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OYN10 YUM HaBITb FONI0BY NPUKPUTK. YCe K, HAaTATHYBLUW Ha rO/J10BY
KYPTKY, BiH yNepTo NpocyBaBcA Bnepea.

«Tpeba 6yno nocnatm ctogu /Nlisy, — nogymas MNeTuk. — BoHa
X0Y He 60iTbCA BOAN Ta FPA3IOKNY.

CipHMKK B HbOrO PO3MOK/IN, TOMY A0BeNocA NpobupaTmch
Bnepes HaBMOMaLKU. HecnoaiBaHo BiH HALWITOBXHYBCA Ha AKiCb
Agepi. BoHU 3i ckpunom BiaumMHuaucs, i MeTuk i3 noansom noba-
4yMB cyxe N A,0BOII KOMPOPTHE NPUMILLEHHA. TyT 3HAaXOAUANUCE TPU
NiXKKa, a ronosHe — wada 3 ogarom. MNeTuK WBMAKO NnepeosAr-
HYBCA B CNOPTUBHMI KOCTIOM, HapeLwUTi 3irpiBca Ta noseceniwas. Y
XONOANNbHUKY 3HANLWNACA iXKa, 33 WO MNeTnK noaymMKun noasaKyBas
HEeBIiAOMOMY Xa3AiHY LbOro NOMeLLKaHHSA.

Micna rapHoi Tpanesu MeTuKy gy»Ke 3ax0oTiIoca NArTM Ha ogHe
3 NiXKOK i NO-CNpaBXHbOMY BiANOYNTU, ane BiH yTpumasca. Hesi-
A0MO, KOMY Ha/IeXKano Le NPUMILLEHHSA, @ PU3NKYBATU MOMY He
MOKHa 6yn10. BiH, Ba)KKO 3iTXHYBLUM, PYLUMB Yepe3 NPOTUIEKHI
asepi gani.

Y Tpy6i nomiTHO nocsiTaiwano, a HeBaoBs3i MNeTnk nobaumns
Kam’siHi cxoau, Aki Benn Haropy. ObeperkHO NiAHIMAYMCb CXO-
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A3aMN, MOMIYHMK AETEKTUBA NOYYB 3BYKM INYXUX yAapiB NO AKO-
MYCb TBEpAOMY nNpegmeTy. CXxoam 3aKiHY4yBaAUCh NIOKOM Yy CTen, i
MeTuK 0bepeskHO BiAKPUB MIOK. Mlomy B oui BAApUAO ACKpaBe
cBiTN0. [eTnK NobaymB y NPUMILLEHHI, AK ABa CNOPTCMEHM ramce-
NMnn BOKCcepCbKY rpyLly, TO BilCKaKyHUM Big Hel, To 3HOBY Hana-
Aatoun. OKpim HKUX, No 3any (a ue 6yB cnOPTUBHWI 3an),
BMKOHYHOUM CKNAAHI KyNbOITK, IEerko naurana Akacb A0BroHOra,
FHYYKa iCTOTa B YepPBOHOMY TPMKO. BOHa TaK HEBMMYLLUEHO BUKOHY-
Bana HaMCKNAAHIWi riMHAcTUYHI BNpasu, Wwo MeTuk MmmoBoi 3a-
MUNyBaBca Heto. HapewTi Moro nob6aums oaunH i3 6oKcepis i
YKeCToM niaKnnkKas Ao cebe. MeTuK Tak po3rybuscs, wo 6e3 380/i-
KaHHA BMI3 HAa30BHi M NOKipHO NiAinwWwoB Ao chniTHinoro 6okcepa.
MabyTb, 3aBAAKN CNOPTUBHOMY KOCTIOMY BOKCepU nogymanu, Wwo
ue cayra, AKMn npmbupae B 3ani.

— [puHecn MeHi cTakaH IMMOHaAY Ta PYLWHUK! — CKomaHAay-
BaB HoKcep, 3HIMarouUn BOKCepPCbKi PyKaBUYKM.

MeTMK NOKip/AIMBO NOCNIWMB 4O CTiIMKN HEBENIMYKOTO HBapy 3a
NIMMOHaZOM. PobuB BiH Le MalmMHanbHO, HibM 3arinHOTM30BaHMA.
MoTim BiH 06cny»KmB i Apyroro 6okcepa. CNopTCMEHMU, He 3Bep-
TaluK yBaru Ha leTunKa, Cinn Ha NaBKy NepenoymnTH, ane 3pasy X
No4vyBCA NYYHUN, HEHAYE CUPEHA, OKPUK 0CObU B YepBOHOMY
TPUKO. BOHM MOB OWwNapeHi 3iCKoYNAM 3 NaBKKU Ta B3AAUCA 3HOBY
ramcesnuTun rpyLuy.

MeTUK B LLeM Yac HaNpy»XeHo po34yMyBaB, KyAu BiH NOTpa-
NuB, i WO Le 33 CNOPTCMEHM Taki. HibM BUTMpPatoumn pyLUHUYKOM
nuAa 3i CNOPTUBHUX CHAPALIB, BiH NOTUXEHbKY NiAKpPaBCAa 40 BEU-
KOro BiKHa. 3a BIKHOM, 30BCiM NopAA, 3i CMOPTUBHUM 3a/710M, BiH i3
nogmsom nobaums 6yamMHOK piHaHcKcTa [lara. YHU3Y No A0pirKLi
NOXOAXKaIN OXOPOHLL.

«Ocb 106 11 ctopnpus!» —noaymas cnaHTeNNYEHUI PO3BIA-
HWMK MakKca. BiH 3g0ragascs, Wo no Tin Tpybi NPOHMK aXK Ha OCTpIB.
A Konu 3i cTeni Kanana Boaa, 70, MabyTb, Tpyba npoxoamaa no aHy
o3epa. BuxoanTb, WO OCTPiB Ma€E 3B’A30K i3 MaTEpPMKOM Lie 1 nig,
3emseto. MNeTuK e pa3 BUSUPHYB y BiKHO. BiH nobaumns Tam yxe
camoro [ara, Wo AaBas AKiCb PO3NOPAAKEHHA OXOPOHLAM.
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«flK A Tenep NoBepHyca Ha3ag?» — neperimasca MeTuk.

MpoTe Tpeba 6yno npoBoaAnTM Po3BigKy. [eTUK HeNoMiTHO
BMC/IN3HYB 3i CMOPTUBHOTO 331y M, TUXEHBKO KPaAy4yncb KOpUao-
pOM, MilOB LWYKaTK cobi CXOBaHKY, Ae MOXHa b6yno 6 cnokinHo
Bce ob6aymaTn. HecnoaiBaHo 3a HUM yB’A3anack, rONIOCHO HAB-
Karouu, Be/IMKA YOPHa KiwkKa. MNeTnK uMTbKHYB Ha Hel, wob Bigye-
nunaaca, ane Kilka, HaBNaku, nepecnigysana moro 1 Tepnaca ob
HOrW.

«LlbOoro meHi TinbKu He BUCTa4yano», — po3rybaeHo nogymas
BiH.

CxonusLm Kiwky, MNeTnk noansuscsa, Kyam 6 ii 3acyHyTH, ane
HiYOro MiAX0XO0ro He 3HaMLLOB, OKPIM Xiba WO YPHU ANA CMITTS.
Bina ypHu MeTnk nobaumns HeBeNMYKI ABepI, AKi BN A0 KOMip-
YMHM NPUBUPaNbHULi, 3aNOBHEHOT MiTaMM, WBabpamm Ta raHuip-
Kamu. BiH 3anXHYB KilKy B YPHY, MPUKPMBLUM il KDULLKOIO, 2 Cam
3aX0BaBCA B KOMipunHi. He BcTur MNeTnk nepesectu nogux, Ak
ABepi KOMIPYMHU BIAYNHUANUCA, | B HUX NPOCAM3HY/IA Ta XK cCama
KilwKa. MypKo4dy4ym, BOHA novana TyamTuca o posrybneHoro pos-
BiAHMKa. MNeTuK, po3cepAnBLUNCL HA HEBFAMOBHY TBapUHY, XOTiB
y*Ke NPUCTYKHYTH ii WwBabpoto, ane noboascs, WO KilKa nigHime
reant. TOmy BiH MycKB TepniTH ii NPUCTaBaHHA M MYPKOTIHHA. A
KilWKa, Hibu Bia4yBLIKN MOro po3rybeHicTb, NoYana nasnTn No
HbOMY, Ha4Ye MO AKOMYCb HEXXMBOMY NPeaMETY, LyKatouu, ae 6
3pYyYHile YMOCTUTUCL. BpelwuTi-peLwT, BOHA BUAi3/1a MOMY Ha ro-
JIOBY Ta BAArAcA Tam, 3BiCMBLUM AOHM3Y 1anu Ta AOBIUI XBiCT.
XBicT 3BMCaB AKpa3s y MeTnKa nepes 04MMa, NOCKOYYYM KOTO
M’SIKOHO LWepCTHo.

«Hi, ue BXe 3aHaaTo!» — 0bypuBcs npo cebe MNeTuk.

BiH 3ibpaBcA CKMHYTM 3 FONOBMU KillIKY, ane B KOPUAOPi Novy-
JINCb KPOKMW.

— Kic, Kic, Kic, — panTom N03BaB KillKy XTOCb i3 MPUC/YXKHUKIB.

— Hy o, He 3HANWAN? — NPO3BYYaB CTPMBOXKEHUM FOSI0C
[ara.

—Ti He BuAHO Hige...

— Tak i 3HalTe, AKLLO He BigllyKaeTe Mot yatobaeHuuto, by-
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AeTe cyBOpO NoKapaHi! — rHiBHo noobiuas cnyram Aar.

HanakaHi cnyrm KUHyAnCA KOPUAOPOM LLYKATU AOPOrOLiHHY
nponaxy, a [lar 3aroBopms yKe iHLWK1M TOHOM, MabyTb, 3i cnopT-
CMeHaMu:

— Bun, a 6auy, notpeHyBanmca?...

— Ha cborogHi gocuTb, — no4yBs MeTuK KiHoumin ronoc. CxoxKe,
BiH HafnexaB 0cobi B YePBOHOMY TPUKO. — 3aBTpa Yy Hac BigMNoBi-
AaNbHWUIA AeHb, — NPOAOBXKYBana BoHa. — [NMopa 3aMHATMCb BaWnMm
OEeTEKTUBOM.

— 3BMYaliHO, BXXe nopa. barkato Bam ycnixy, — Bignosis yne-
cnumeo [dar.

XBICT KilLKM NPpOA0BXKYBaB JIOCKOTATU Hi3api MNeTuky. binbL
3a BCe BiH ocTepirascs wob, 4oro 4ob6poro, He UXHYTK, ane, yce-
TaKW, FOJIOCHO YXHYB.

Kopuaopom xTocb npobir, a 33 HUM LWe XTocCb i we. CBOIM Yun-
XaHHAM [eTuK, 34aBanoca, pO3TPMBOXKUB BECH AiM.

— XTO TyT UxaB? — No4ys BiH 3HOBY rosioc [ara.

— Lle He mun, — nepensakaHo Bi4MNOBIB XTOCH i3 Yenagi.

—To6T0 BM Xo4eTe CKasaTy, Lo Le A YXaB? — yXKe 30BCiM
rpPi3HO NPO3By4YaB ronoc gpiHaHcMUcTa. — AKLW,O B AiM 3HOBY Npo-
HUKAW WNKUTYHW, A NOTONK Bac, Hepobu, B o3epil

Kiwka, novyBLWK ronoc xasaiHa, ry4Ho 3aHABKana. MNeTuk amy-
LIeHWI ByB HAaKPUTK Ti CBOIM TizlOM, LLLOO BOHA HapeLwTi 3aMOBKAa.
Kiwka npyyanaca 30 BCix CUN, BUrMHANACA, ane NocTynoso BCe XK
3aTuxna.

[ar no4yBs ronoc yntobaeHuui i ppoHyB ABepi KomipunHu. Mo-
H6aumMBLUM 3N0BMUCHMKA, Y AKOMY BiH 04pa3y X yNi3HaB NOMIYHMKA
AeTekTnBa Makca i nopyuy i3 HUM 6e3anxaHHy Kiwky, [lar 3aBepe-
LLLaB, Ha4Ye MOro NOCAANAM Ha PO3MNeYeHy CKOBOpPOAY.

MeTHK 3i CNPUTHICTIO NAHTEPU BUCKOUMB i3 KOMIPUYMHU 11 KN-
HyBCA 6IrTM KopmMaopPOM reTb 3BiAcina. HasycTpiy Momy Bxe cni-
WKAN NPUCTYKHUKK. He po3aymytoun, MNeTukK BUNAUTHYB Yyepes
BiKHO HaAaBip. [lecb 30BCiM 6/1M3bKO NOYYBCA raBKiT cobak, Tomy
BiH METHYBCA B KYLLi, a A4aai TOMYaB NOMIX AepeBammn, He Opi€EH-
TYHOUUCb, KyAn came BiKUTb. 3@ HUM KMHY/INCA cCOBaKK Ta 0Xo-
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POHLi. Ha 6iry ocTaHHi BiAKPWUAN CTPINAHUHY.

«Bce! Tenep meHi cnpaBgi KiHeub», — nogyMaB y po3nadvi no-
MIYHUK OEeTEeKTMBA.

BinbLe 3a BCce 3aCMy4yBasio MOro Te, WO AKPa3 y4yopa Makc
nigBuwmMBe Momy 3apobiTHy nnaTty. A Tenep BUABNAETLCA, LLLO BCE
AapemMHo, 60 CKopMCTaTUCA BUHArOPOAOH0 BiH YXKe He 3MOoKe.

MeTMK BUCKOYMB i3 3apOCTiB NiCy Ha BiAKPUTUIM MaNZaHUYMK,
Ha AKOMY CTOAB renikonTep. [BUHTM MALLMHM BEPTINNCA, | BOHA
BXKE NMoYasia NOBiNbHO 34iMMaTnCA B NOBITPA. [NeTuK nease BCTUT
YXOMNUTUCA 33 O4HY i3 onop nig mawmnHow. BeptoniT pasom 3 Bia-
Ba*KHMM pO3BigHNUKOM MaKca nigHIMaBCA BCe BULLE | BULLE...

HiuHi 3a6aBu ABOX comis

Kywy, WwnnwnHm HecnoAiBaHO BOPYXHYBCA, 3/1KaBLUN BOPOHY,
AKa gpimana Ha Hbomy. KapKaHHA BOPOHM HAaCTOPOXKUAO TOTO, XTO
XOBaBCA Nig, Kywem. BopoHa, NnoKapKasLwK, NoOAETINA WYKATH
6inblw 6e3neyHoro micus ana cHy. KapkaTn BopoHa He nepecra-
Bana, 60 AK ile morsia BUKa3aTu CBOE HEBA,OBOIEHHSA?

Konu Bce cTUXN0, Kyl WMNLWMHW 3HOBY 3apyxaBca. 3BiaTinAa
BUISIHYNA AKACb 0coba B »KiHOYIM CyKHi. 3a Heto 3-Nig, Kyw,a Bnbpa-
Nach Le 04Ha, He MeHLW AMBHA 0coba TaKOMK Y CyKHi, TIIbKM HUXKYA
3pocToMm. Hy, a BCAig 32 HUMM BXKEe BUNIUTHYAQ MOB Ha MPYKUHI
BMCOKa, TOHKA Ta rHy4Ka TpeTa ocoba.

Hiu ctoana mopo3sHoto 1 micayHoto. Ocoba, wo byna Hansu-
OO, HAXWUAUBLUMCL, PaNTOM yraeaina Ha cHiry caign. Cnign senu
BiZ Kylla A0 NapKaHy. Tpu ocobu, npuamBnaAYnCb 40 CNigis, no-
npAamyBanau Tyam XK. bina napkaHy cnigm 3HukAu. [igi ocobu, wo
6y MEHLLUMMM NOYaANN BUAMPATUCA HA NAPKaH, a TPETA, HABITb He
po3biratouncb, CNPUTHO NepenaurHyaa Yyepes Hboro. 3a NapKkaHom
cnigu 3'asuauncs, i Benun o nicy.

«flke Be3iHHA, — noaymana ocoba, wo byna HanBULLOD. —
AKLWLO Ue cnigm TUX AEeTEeKTUBIB, 3apagn AKUX MU CIOAM NPUIXanu,

96



TOAj CbOroAHi X i3 HUMM PO3KBUTAEMOCH. fIKe Hanpo4yA nerke 3a-
BOAHHA HaM BMNano».

Mpo wWwo aAymanu Agi iHWi ocobn HeBigoMO. BoHK, cnoTuKato-
YUCb Ta OrNIAZAKYMCH, Nedb YCTUraIn 3a NepLuoto ocoboto. AK6M
BOHM OrNAAaNNCh YBaXKHilLe, TO HaneBHe NoOMiTUAK 6 ogHY ANBHY
obcTaBuHy. Henopanik, ycnig 3a HUMKU pyxanucb B TOMY K Ha-
NPAMKY TPU KyLLi. BOHW Haue mann Horu. Xo4 yomy BoHM? Horm
Man Ti, LLLO XOBANMUCh 3a KyLlLlamm, TO6To MaKc Ta ABOE MOro no-
MiYHMUKIB.

Makc, MNeTuK Ta Jliza BXKe A4Bi HOUi CAiAKYBaAM 33 KyLLEeM LWnM-
WuHW. Micna Toro ak MNeTuK NOBEPHYBCH i3 3aBAAHHSA Ta PO3MNOBIB
MaKcy npo TpbOX CMOPTCMEHIB, AKi NpMbYIN Ha OCTPIB, AETEKTUB
3p0O3yMiB, WO Tpeba roTyBaTUCA A0 HOBUX HEMPUEMHOCTEN.

Te 3aBAaHHA BUABMAOCH ANA NOMIYHMKA AETEKTMBA MaANo He
OCTaHHIm. ['enikonTep, 3a AKOro BiH TOAj 3a4enuMBCA AK Ha 310 Nia-
HimaBcAa Bce BuLLe. Nopwus BITPY BigipBas NeTuKa Big reaikonTepa, i
BiH, peneTyroumn, NoneTiB Aecb YHM3 6e3 byab-aKoi Haaii Ha cna-
CiHHA. YNaB BiH B 03ep0, p0O3i3/NBLUM NALIHHAM, | KOMKAMKU COMIB.
Comu, 3BM4ANHO, KWHYINCb A0 HbOTO, W06 BMPA3UTU CBOE HE3AA0-
BOJIEHHSA, ane MeTuK, NnobaumsLLM Lie, Hanpouys, WBUAKO NOMNANB
no 6epera. MabyTb, BiH 3abyB, W0 He BMi€ nnaBaTu. | obpe, Wwo
3abys, 60 3ymiB i BpATYBaTUCDH Bij, PO3/1O4EHMX COMIB i, BOAHOYAC,
HABYMTUCA NAABATM.

TaK ocb, ABOE CYTOK BOHM 3 Makcom i J1i3oto roTyBanunch 4o
4yeprosoi BigNoBiganbHOI onepadii. Mepwuin AeHb BOHX NOTPATUAN
Ha NPUroTyBaHHA NACTKM AN HOBONpuByaux. MNoTim yxKe cnigky-
Ba/IM 33 KyLWEem WnnwmHm, 6o came 3BiATiNA NOBUHHI Ti 3'ABUTUCD.

Cnign BCce NeTnanu Mmixk gepesamm 1, HapewTi, 3aKiHYnAnCA
6ins BxoAy B HEBENNKY 3eMIAHKY. Tpu 0cobu, NpurotysasLn
36p0ot0, 3 TYYHUMM KPUKaMM 3aCKoUMAn Tyau. 3pasy K, MaKc 3auum-
HMB 338 HUMMW ABEPI HA MiLHMIA 3acyB. TAKUM YMHOM, 0COBU ONUHMK-
JIUCb B NACTL.

AK i cnig 6yno ouikyBaTK, Yepes AKYCb MUTb Y 3eM/ISAHLLI NO-
YyBCA CTPALUEHHMM ranac. 3a4nMHeHi Tam ocobum noyanu rynatmy
ABepi, Wob BMpPBATMCA HA30BHI. BOHM Kpuyanum 1 cTpinanm 3 nicto-
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NeTiB, @ NOTIM NOYaNM BXe Big4anayLHO BepewaTu. Ane npuintm
iM Ha gonomory He Mir HixTo. 1A Toro * i nacTka, wob y Hei XxTocb
noTpannns.

— A ragato, Wo BOHM A0BLUE AECATU XBUIMH HE BUTPUMAKOTb
— npomosns MaKc, Nornagarym Ha roanHHUKA.

— Ta 3a AecAaTb XBUAMH Bif, HAX HIYOro He 3aNULWNTbCA, —
BiAryKkHyscs lNeTuk.

CnpaBa B TOMY, L0 L0 3eMIAHKY BOHM 06/1alWITyBanu AKpas
Hag, BEMKMM MYPALLHUKOM, A€ MELLKANN 3aXXeP/IMBi YEPBOHI PO3-
6itHUKN-Tepmitn. Lito ineto nogana im fliza. Koam BoHM 3 MNeTukom
TPEHYBA/IUCD 3i CBITOBUMW CUTHANAMU, BOHA, HAa1a3UBLUMCH 1iCOM,
HATKHYNACb Ha LbOro MypaluHuKa. Togi /lisa cama nease BTekna
BiZlL YePBOHMX pO36ULLAK.

laes Makcy cnogobanach, i BOHW BeCb AeHb YTPbOX TPYAU-
JIUCA, CMOPYAXKYOUM 3eMAHKY. LLLo6 Mmypalluku He 3aBaxkanu npa-
LoBaTH, iM NiAKMHYAN TOPOUHY i3 LyKpom. Cnopyaa BUIALLAG HA
CNaBy, i OCb TEMepP BOHA TPUMaJIa EK3aMEH Ha MILLHICTb.

[ecatb XBUIMH MUHYAN HeNOMITHO. AK i nepeabayas Makc,
KPUKM B 3eMJIAHLLI NOCTYNOBO CTUXanu. MoxHa 6yno BXe noansu-
TUCA Ha Pe3y/NbTaT iIXHbOro eKcnepumeHTy. Makc Big4nMHUB ABepi,
3aX0BaBLUWUCL 33 HUX. [epLuoto i3 3eMNAHKM BUNOB3/1a 0coba, Lo
6yna Haneuwoto. TpyaHo 6yno 3p03ymiTi YM TO BOHA B YEpPBO-
HOMY TPMKO, YK Le ii Tak 061inuan YyepBoHi Mypalwku. MabyTb, i
Te, i iHWe. Ycnig 3a He BMNOB3M i3 3eMNAHKM ABi iHWi ocobu. 3a
OCTAHHbOIO 3 HMX BOZIOYMIACH MO 3eMAI A0Bra KOCMYKa. | KocnuKa,
i BOHM 06uaBa 6ynn NoBHiCTIO 06AINAEHI MypallKamu, TOMY iX
04eXa TaKOX BUrNA4aNa YepPBOHOLO.

fonocHO cTeHatoun, ocobu cnoyaTky BiANOB3AM NOAANI Bif,
MYpPaLLIHWKA, @ NOTIM i3 KPMKAMUM KMHYAUCA CTPIMION0B A0 03epa.
[obpe, Wo BoAa B HbOMY LEe He BCTUINA AK CNig 3amep3HyTU. Mo
[0p0o3i 0cobu 3pnBanmn i3 cebe oaexKy pasom i3 mypallKkamu, TOMmy
3aN/INTHYAM B 03€P0 BXKE ro/IMMN.

[lBa comu, BNalTyBaBLUNCb 3pY4HO B HaMyi, cnocTepiranm
yepes TOBLLY BOAW 32 MEPEXTANUBUM cAMBOM Micaus. Cnatm byno
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LLLe PAHO, i, OCKINIbKM IHLLIMX MOXKMBOCTEN KYy/IbTYPHO BifNno4yMBaTh
TYT He 6yN0, COMM YAaCTEHBKO CNOrNA4anAN Ha MicAub. Lie 6yno
LLLOCb CXOXK€e Ha Te, HibW BOHM ANBNATLCA Nepes CHOM Tenesisopa.

— bauunw, Tam, y camiciHbkoMmy HU3y 3'ABMIACb HOBA ACKPaBa
uAToYKa. |i BYOpa He 6yn0, — 3aroBOPUB COM, Yy AKOTO Byca byn
KOPOTLWMMMU.

— He Buragyn. Ha micAaui LATOYKM TaK NPOCTO He 3'sAB-
NAKTbCA, — PO3CYA/MBO BiAMNOBIB MOMY COM i3 ZLOBIMMM ByCaMMU.

— A 3BiZKM X BOHa 3'ABMNACb?

— Lle, mabyTb, Ha NOBEpPXHi BOAM NIABAE IMCTOUOK...

| TyT comu 3 noanBom Nobaumaun, Ak Hag HUMM, FOSIOCHO BifA-
$OPKYOUMC, NPONIMBAIOTL TPM FrOAMX NOcTaTi. Ix HaroTa 3mycuna
CTapLIOro COMa NPUKPUTU 04i mooALwomy, 60 Momy Lie paHo
6yno AMBUTUCL Ha TaKe HENOAOHCTBO. YeCHO KaXKyun, COMM BXKe
3BUKAN, WO 6inA iXHbOI LOMIBKM YAaCTEHBKO 3'ABNAKTLCA AKICb He-
3BMYAMHI N1aBL,i, a/1e TAKOro BOHM e He B6aunan. Tomy cTapuimim
COM, HaKa3aBLWW MONOALWOMY NMOKWN He BiAKPMBATM OYEM, Hanpa-
BMBCA Ha NOBEPXHIO BOAM HABOAUTU NOPAAOK. BiH ycAke mir cTep-
niTn, ane noaibHOi amopanbHOCTI — HiKONM.

MepLoto KepTBOK HAaBeAEHHA NOPALKY B 03epi cTana A0Bro-
Hora ocoba. Ctapwmnii com 6yB AyKe PO3rHiBaHMM, a B TaKOMy
CTaHi, Malo4m CUNbLHOIO XBOCTA, BiH Mir po3npaBuTncs byab i3 KUM.

HecnogisaHuit yaap nigknMHyB A0OBroHOry ocoby Haz Booto 1
BOHA, pO3N/1aCTaBLUUCD, YNaia HA CBOIX ABOX CYNMyTHWUKIB, 3aHYPUB-
LINCb Pa3oM i3 HUMK rnboKo y Boay. MNepenskaHi nnasui noay-
Manu, WO Ha HUX Hanana BeAMKa aKyna. Xou, 3BigKinAa BOHa morna
3'aBuTUCA B 03€epi? | TiNbKKM Nicaa 4yeproBoro yaapy XBOCTOM BOHM
3p03yMinn, WO e Wwocb HabaraTo KaxAuBille HiXK aKy/a. A com
yce NynutoBas ix, He Aato4M 3MOTM NPUNTU 40 TAMMU.

3peLwTolo, BiABIBLLN AyLlY, COM MOBUKMAAB CBOI *KepTBU 3
o3epa Ha beper, i 3 NO4yTTAM BUKOHAHOro 060B'A3Ky NOBEPHYBCA B
Hamy”n.

CTOpPOXKOBI NCK, MatOUM FOCTPUI HIOX, 3Pa3y XK Biguyau, Wo
Ha IXHil TepuTopii 3'aBMANCA YyKMHL. Big HUX NPOTUBHO Naxno
HaMya0M, TOMY NCKU, CKPUBMBLUM TMAAMBO MOPAM, 3 NOANBOM PO3-
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rNAAanmn TPboX OCiD, Lo 1eXkanm 6e3anuxaHHUMM Ha MNicKky. BOHU He
TiIbKW po3rnagany He3HaloMu,iB, a We M ronocHO raBkanu, 6o Bce
* 6ynun Ha cnyxbi. Llen raBkiT npuBiB, HapewwTi, NoCcTpaxa4anux 4o
TAMU. [TPUTUCHYBLUMCb OAMH A0 OAHOrO rOIMMM CMMHAMM, BOHMU
TPEMTININ, OUIKYHOUYM YOTOCb HAMMKAXIMBILLIOr0. BKiHLi-KiHUiB, HaM-
BMLLA 0coba, AicTaBLIM 3BIAKMUCb AMBHWUIM NPEeaAMET, CXOXMMN HA aB-
TOPYUKY, NPOHU3NNBO 3acBUCTINA. CBUCT BYB HACTINIbKN TYYHUM,
o cobaku, 3ackaBy4aBLUM, NOPO36irannca retb, a 3amicTb HUX Ha
CBMCT NPUMYANN OXOPOHL. MobauMBLLIM ANBHUX, 30BCIM FrONUX
0Cib, fIKi YOMYCb LLe 1 CBUCTINM, OXOPOHLL HaZiIM Ha HUX Hapyy-
HMKM 1 NOBENM Ha CyA A0 Xa3fAiHa OCTPOBa.

®iHaHcKcT [lar BaXKKO NepexkmnBaB CBOLO LLe O4HY Herno-
npaBHY BTPATy. Y MOro HENPUCTYNHOMY AO0Mi, B OTOYEHI BE/INKOT
KiNbKOCTi OXOPOHLLiB Ta cobak, 3aaywmnam ynobaeHy Kiwky. BiH
6poaMB ONYCTIIMM AOMOM, He 3HatOUU, Kyan cebe NpUTKHyTH. Yca
yenaab 3aXoBasacCb NO 3aKyTKax, CMacaloymCh Big NoKapaHHA. bo
CaMe BOHM B MepLly Yepry HeCM BignoBiAaibHICTb 33 XKUTTA
KiLLKW. AK BOHM He 3yMinu yrneditv B 4OMi YyKMHUA?

®iHaHCcKCTa XO4 TPOLLKM BTilLANO Te, WO BiH, HapewwTi, no3ba-
BUTbCS CBOIX CYNPOTUBHMUKIB — AeTeKkTnBa Makca Ta Moro nomiy-
HUKIB.

l'Y4YHWUI raBKIiT cOBaK i KPMKM OXOPOHLLIB M1Oro 36eHTEKNNMN.
BiH BUrNAHYB y BiKHO, ane B TeMpABi Hi40Oro He po3ibpas, Tomy
BUNLWOB HaaBip. MobayeHe TyT Moro BKpal 3a41ByBaso. OXOPOHL 3
KpMKamu LWITOBXanu nepen, coboro Tpbox 30BCiM ronmx ocib, a Ha-
BKOJ10 HUX LWWEe N KPYXNAamn cobakm, Hamarato4mcb YKyCUTU HEBIfO-
MWX NOJIOHEHMX. [0 Tina HewacHUx Bynm NOKPUTI YEPBOHMMM
A3BaMu. 34aBaN0OCA, WO B HUX KMBOFO MicLLA HEMAE Big paH. Mpu-
AMBUBLLNCL, [lar yni3HaB CBOIX HOBMX HalMaHL,iB i Big, Hecnoai-
BaHKM legb He BTPATUB CBIZOMOCTI.

— LLlo 3 Bamu Tpanunoch, WaHOBHI? — 3anuTtas [ar y A0Bro-
Horoi ocobwu.

Ane BOHa, BiABEPHYBLINCb, PO3MOB/IATM He 3ax0oTina. | He
TOMY, L0 r0/I00 PO3MOBAATM HE3PYYHO, a, MabyTb, Yepes Kax/uBi
pPaHKW, OTPUMAHI B TaKui raHebHM cnocib.
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3yxsani KpaAixKKu B MiCTEUKy
NPOAOBXYHOTLCA

Komap Ocs, AK 3aBXKAn, NiTaB NOMiXK OMIBKaMK A4a4vyHOro ce-
JIMLLA M pO3LYKyBaB, 3a 3BUYKOLO, BiguMHEHY POPTKY. BiH yxe
[aBHO 3roNI0gHiB, ToMy 6yB po34paTOBAHMM Ta CEPAUTUM HA XKU-
TeniB cenunwia, AKi N03a4MHANNCL B 4OMIBKAX, HiIbU HagBopi 3apa3
iwna BiMHa.

[0 4oro *Kuteni uboro cenunwa ckyni, obyptoasca npo cebe
OcA. HeBe cTanoca 6 wocb HenonpasHe, AKOM A XO4 Ha XBUAUHY
ciB Ha Korocb i3 HMx? Hi! A noneuy 3BiacinAa retb, y BenMKe MicTo.
Tam 3aBXKAN MOXKHA 3HANTU iKY.

Bynumui HivHOro micta Kuwinu nepexoxxkumu. Mositpa Tyt 6yno
HacuyeHe BUX/IONHMMM razammn aBToMobinis, i Oca He mir BTopo-
naTtu, AK 104N MOXKYTb XUTU TyT. Y CENULLI BCE XK NPUEMHILLE
MeLKaTK, smpiwme Oca. Tam i npocTip, i noBiTpA Yncrte. A TyT no-
CTiHO Tpeba byTM HAaCTOPOXKi, W06 HEe HALLITOBXHYTUCb HA ByANHOK
YW Ha NiXTapHOro cTosna.

Yce X ictu xoTinoca, Tomy Oci 3apa3 byno He [0 eKONOoTiYHNX
npobnem. BiH BMbupas cobi kepTBy. XOoTinoca nigibpaty wocb
KUPHEHbKeE, ane Ti, Wwo 6ynu B TiNi, AK HA 3/10 NPOIKAKANM B Nep-
COHanbHMX aBTOMObGINAX. Ocs NpUMITUB cobi cTapeHbKy 6abuto,
LLLO HEC/1a KOP3UHKY 3 MPOAYKTAMM.

BiH TinbKK-HO 3iBpaBcA CicTM Ha KepTBY, AK Y L0 XBUINHY 3-
3a pory BUCKOYMNA AKACb TEMHA Ky/abraBa NocTaTthb i BUXonmna 3
PYK CTapoi Kop3uHy. babua Bnana Ha 3emnto, 34iMHABLIM KPUK Ta
Hanakaswm Octo. NoBHUN 0O6ypPeHHA KOMap NOrHABCA 3a BUHYBAT-
LLemM CBOro HeBAA/10ro No0BaHHA, Wo6 noKkapaTtu oro. A To, He
Nig03pHoHYK, WO 3'ABMBCA CBIAOK MOro 3/I0MMHHUX Ail, 3aX0BaBCA
33 CMITTEBMM HAYOK i MOYaB *KaAMBO NOiAaTU NPOAYKTU 3 KOp-
3MHKU. OcA 3aKPYKAAB Hag, HUM, LWYKaroumM Kyam 6 cictn, ane nomy
3aBa’kaB LWUMPOKONOANM Kanentox cyb'ekta. [lo Toro X, Big HbOro
BMXOAMB HEMPUEMHMI 3aNax AaBHO HEMUTOTO Tina, a OcA, AK Bi-
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AO0MO, He TepniB HEOXaMHOCTI.

Komicap Byp nosepTtaBcs 3 roctei. BiH 6yB 304arHeHnin y
NErKy UMBINbHY 0A€eXKy M HacoNoaKyBaBcs 3apa3 ceoboaoto. CBo-
604010 1 Big noniuencbKoi yHidopmu, i Bif, WoAeHHOT AOKYYINBOI
poboTu. Moroga crosna rapHa, Tomy byp BMpiwmnB npontmca ao-
AOMY MilWKK. HacTpin komicap maB npeuynosuit. Myrukatoum akycb
Menoaito, BiH po3maxyBas LenopaHOBMM NaKeToM, Y AKOMY 3Ha-
XOAUANCH TOCTUHLL 3 TIi€T K BeYipKW. [pyXnHa ToOBapuLIa, y AKOro
rocToBaB KOMicap, 3Hatouu, Wo byp HeXKoHaTM, NOKNana Momy B
naKkeT Pi3HMX AenikaTecis.

PanTom y HbOro XTOCb BUXOMMB NMaKeTa 1 WBWUAKO 3HUMK 33
porom gomy. byp Tak po3rybuscs, WO Big HECNOAIBAHKM aXK Npu-
ciB. BiH XOTiB 3aKpMyaTh, ane MOro MOrau LWe BMi3HaTw, i ToAi BXKe
He Bifib'ewcs Big HACMILIOK Ta Bif, 3aNUTaHb AOKYY/IMBUX penop-
Tepis. Mpn HboMy 3apa3 He 6yn0 Hi 36p0i, Hi NoiuencbKoro
CBUCTKA.

LLlo *K ue 3a Haxaba norpabyBaBs MoOro NpAMo cepen, BynL,i?
Byp 3ragas, Wo B HbOro Ha Po60oYOMY CTONI AABHO BXKE NEXKUTD
KiNbKa 3asB Bij, }KMUTENiB MiCTa 3i CKapramu Ha noaibHi norpaby-
BaHHA. Mpo Taki norpabyBaHHA NoBigoOMAANa M MicueBa npeca.
Momy gonosiganu, Lo nofibHMm YynHom 6yB norpaboBaHmMit Ha-
BiTb KPMMIiHANbHUIM aBTOPUTET IXHbOTo MicTa — lNepeBepTeHb. byp
He NpuaaBaB CEPNO3HOI yBarM TUM 3asABaM, asne Tenep BiH BUPI-
LUIMB, WO 060B'A3KOBO 3aliMeTbCA HEBIAOMUM 3104iem. Komicap
noaymas, Wwo Tpeba nopaanTuca i3 getektnsom Makcom. Momy Bi-
AOMI BCi Kpagii micTa, Big MiKMX 40 CaMUX 3HAMEHUTUX.

MNMoKku Komicap 6yB 3aHATUI po3aymamu, Oca KpyKaB Hapg,
HMM, HAaCONOAKYHUYMUCb MPUEMHMM apPOMATOM, LLLO BUXOAMB Big,
LbOro KnieHTa. BiH He nocniwas cigaTn Ha HOBOro 3HaMomoro, ba-
YKalo4um sKomora goBLe nogmxatv Tum apomatom. Oca BigyyBaB y
apoMaTi Cymill 4OPOroro 04eKO/I0HY, HE MEHLL AOPOroro KOHbAKY
i AKICHOIT XKi. TaKi npmMemHi KnieHTn Oci faBHO He Tpanaanuca. BiH,
BOAVXHYBLUM LLE pa3 TUX NAXOLLiB, HAKMHYBCA Ha FPi3HOro Komicapa
NOAILIT 3 *KaAHICTIO roI0AHOT NaHTEPW.

— Own-o1-1o-0-0-o1! — HecamoBUTO 3aKkpmyaBs byp, Biama-
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XYHUMUCD Bifg, BEAMKOro KOMapa, ane gapemHo. Komap npoaoBKy-
BaB i3 MPOTUBHUM NMUCKOM KPYXNATU HAZ HUM i KycaTu, KycaTu...

3pewToto, byp 3aBepeLaB We ryyHille, i KNHYBCA TiKaTh A40-
aomy.

Bubyxu 3sakiHumnuch TparivyHo

HiyHe Hebo TaK 3aBOIOK/I0 TEMHUMM XOJIOAHUMM XMapPaMU,
LLLO KPi3b HMUX HE Mir NPoBbUTUCSA XKoAeH NPOMIHYMK micaua. Came
TOMY B Jlici 3apa3 6y/10 30BCiM TEMHO, | cCame TOMY HEMOK/INBO
6yno 3pa3y NOMiTUTK TpbOoX 3ropbaeHnx nocraTen, AKi TUXO Kpa-
INcA NoMiXK aepesamn. FlopbmUANCb BOHU Bif, BaXKKOT HOLLI, CXOXKOi
Ha BENMKI KaHicTpw.

Bina napkaHy He BUAHO 6y0 Hi Aywi. MaKc KUBHYB MOMIYHU-
Kam, wob nocniwanu 3a HUM. MNeTuK 3a3ganeriab NPUroTysas y
napkKaHi nas, nigipsaslum 3HM3Y ABi AOWKN. BoHK 6e3 3ycunb npo-
Ni3NK1 32 OrOPOXKY, i NONPAMYBAAN A0 BiJOMOrO BXe Kyl Wun-
WKHW. Jli3a Ha NpOTA3i BCi€i AOPOrn, HECYUYM BaAXKKY KaHICTpy,
rON0CHO KpeKTana. | xoya Makc nponoHyBaB in CBOK A0MOMOTrY,
yCe X BOHa BNepTOo BiAMOBAAMACL, OAXKatoun NPUIMMATHK y4acTb Y
TaKil BiANOBigaNbHIN onepau,ii Ha piBHI 3 NapTHEpPaMMU.

BopoHa aaBHo 06at06yBana cobi uen Kyuy, WwnnwmnHU. BoHa
XoTina 36yaysaTtu TyT rHi3go. MobaumBLIM HIYHUX TOCTEN, BOPOHA
HEeBA0BONEHO KapKHyAa. [o-npaBai, BOHa BXe No4vana 3BMKaTH,
Lo ii wopasy TypbytoTb AKicb Nigo3pini cyb'ekTn. Yce K cboroaHi
BOPOHA cnoAiBanacb CNOKIMHO BUCNATUCD.

3po3ymiBLUM, WO CNaTh i He AaAyTb, BOHA BMpPIilLMIA 3aXu-
AT CBOO AOMIBKY. CNOPTMBHA, MiLLHA CTaTypa NEPLLOTO 3 HIYHMX
roctew i 3pasy * He cnogobanacb. BoHa novana npurnagatmca oo
APYyroro, MeHLIOro 3a 3poCcTom cyb'eKkTa, ane B HbOro Hag, ro1I0BOO
CTUPYaNM OBri Byxa, AKi MOr/In 3aBaauTH in. A ocb TpeTa ocoba
Manxe igeanbHo nigxoanna ana Hanagy. byna BoHa HM3EHbKa,
LWMPOKA 1 NyxKeHbKa. He po3aymytoum binblue, BOPOHA rOIOCHO
KapKHYNa M HakKMHyAnacb Ha Jli3y.
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Mepwwuii yaap ii A3b06a 3acTas J1i3y 3HeHaLbKa, XO4 rofiocHe
KapKaHHA BOPOHW nepea, unum BoHa 4yyna. Jliza y Bignosigb npo-
TMBHO KBaKHY/1a 1 LWWBUAEHBKO NPUKPUAACh KAHICTPOIO, LLO 1 ypAa-
TyBano ii Big Yyeprosoro yaapy. BopoHa wocunm cTykHyna a3sobom
Mo 3aNi3Hil KaHicTpi N Hagomuna noro. KapkHyBLUWM Le TyyHile,
ane Tenep y»e Big 6010, BOHa NoJseTiNa retb.

Yce ue Bigbynocb HaCTi/IbKN HECNOAIBAHO, LLLO BCi HIYOro TaK i
He 3po3yminu. Yci, okpim /1i3n, 60 BopoHa Takm Aobpaye nopa-
HWAa il 43b060M Ta We N HanAKana.

— Lo ctanocs, Ni3o, 3 Toboto BCe rapasn? — 3anuTaB TU-
XeHbKO MakKc, 3BiNbHAOUM }Kaby 3-nig KaHicTpu.

— Al B uboMy He BneBHeHa, — Cnogisatoch, WO Hanaa Ha
MeHe AKOICb HEHOPMa/IbHOI BOPOHM BaMM He NiaHyBaBca? Bu xk
0b6iusnun, wo onepauia npoiae 6e3 byab-akux npuroa!

— 3BMYANHO, Y HalWi N1aHM BOPOHA He BXoAWNa, — BiANOBIB
CNaHTeNNYEHUN feTeKTUB. — Mun MOoXKeMo NpoAOoBKYBaATU MyTb?

— MoKemo, moXKemo... — Bignosina Jlisa, nigHimatoum KaHi-

cTpy.
Po3amoBnsaTtu J1isy HaBumB lNeTuK. BiH npoBiB i3 Heto 6araTo 3a-
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HATb, NOKM Jli3a 3aroBopuna. *Kaba Tepnennso Ta HaNOAErnNMBO
BYMNACSA, PO3YMItOUM, WO i KBaKaHHSA BXXe Habpuaao HOBUM Apy-
3am. [i HaBiTb He nocMnanm Ha BiANOBIAaNbHI 3aBAaHHA, 60 BOHA
HecnpoMOXKHa byna AK cnig 4oNOBICTU NPO pe3ybTaTv poboTu.

MNMokn Tounnacb poamosa Makca 3 Jlizoto, [eTnK BCTur Bia-
KPUTKU OTBIp NtoKka. Tam Byno TicHyBaTo, ocobameo ana Makca. BiH,
YBIMKHYBLLUM NliXTapuKa, Npoi3 ycepeaAnHy Tpybu i po3noyas noau-
BaTW BCe TamM BEH3MHOM i3 KaHicTpu. Mloro nomiuHMKM pobunm Te x
came. 3aKiH4YUBLUN Le ANBHE 3aHATTA, BOHM 3a/INLLININ KAHICTPU
TaM Ke, i MOBEPHYAMUCH Yepes IIOK Ha30BHi.

J1i3a oCTaHHbLO BWJII3NA 3 IIOKA. BoHa 3pasy K npurHyaa ro-
NOBY M NOrNAHY/a BBEPX, YN HE BUAHO BOPOHU. YNEBHUBLLUUCD, LLLO
Hebe3neKkn Hema, Jliza B3ana B Makca KOpobHoUKy CipHUKIB i
3pY4YHO BMOCTMAACH Nig, Kywem. Tenep came i Hanexano BUKO-
HATW HaMBIANOBIAANbHILY YAaCTUHY IXHbOTO N/aHY.

MeTnK 3 MaKcom, yneBHUBLUUCH, Y A06pe 3amacKyBanacb
Ni3a, 6e3WyMHO 3HUKAM B TEMPABI.

A nig 3emneto, y HeBeIMKOMY NpUMiLLeHi, obnagHaHoOMy Mig,
rotesibHU Homep (y AKomy, 40 peui, y»Ke nobysas lNeTukK) iwna
NAaHOMipHa NiAroToBKa A0 YeproBoi cnpobu BUKOHATU A0PYYEHHA
¢iHaHcucTa Jara. TinbKu Uboro pasy BOHM MatOTb BUKOHATK BCe
4iTKO, 6€3 NOMMNOK. HamiyeHU NnaH AaBas NiacTaBu 6yTn Bnes-
HEHWUMM, WO CbOroAHI BHOYI 3 IETEKTUBOM Ta MO0 MOMIYHUKAMM
6yae nokiHYeHo.

[osroHora ocoba cuaina nepen A3epKanom, CTapaHHO mac-
KYIOUM TPMMOM OTPMMaHI Bif, YKYCiB MypaLLOK paHu. [i NOMIYHUKM
TAKOX UMM 3aMMaNunCh, TiIbKKM 0bxoaunnch 6e3 rpmumy, a 3aknero-
BaNM paHuM naacTmpom. MNoTim yci TpPoe oaAaArnn BOA0NA3HI KOCTIOMMU
M KOXeH Npuyenms A0 nosica BUbyxiBKy. LA BMOyxiBKa NOBMHHA
6yna 3pobutn cBOKO CNpaBy — 3HECTU B NOBITPA 0pic HEHABUCHOTO
NETEKTMBA Pa3oM i3 NPUCYTHIMM Tam ocobamu.

KaHanizauiHoto Tpyboto BoHM Npobpanncb 6aarononyyHo.
[OAKyo4M BOAONA3HMM KOCTIOMAM, iM He CTpallHi byan cyuinbHi
NMOTOKM HamyAly, Wo nmnanca 3i cteni. |, Tinbku AibpasBwncb maiixke
A0 BMUXoAy i3 Tpybu, BOHN HECNOAIBAHO HALUTOBXHY/INCb HA BEJINKY
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¥aby. BipHiwe, Ha »aby HacTynuaa AoBroHora ocoba, AKa Mwna
nepwoto. flonocHe KBakaHHA J1i3n ix TaK 34MBYBaIO, @ MOXKe M 314-
Kano, Wo BOHU Ha MUTb 3yNUHUAKUCH. J1i3a 3acBiTUNA CipHUKa, Wob
no6auntn xTo ii neab He po3yaBuB. NobaumsLLM 3aa5NaHI HAMY-
JIOM YyZL0BUCbKA Y BOAONA3HUX KOCTIOMaXx, BOHA BXKE HE 3aKBa-
Kana, a nepenakaHo 3asepeLtana. KWHyBLIM 3ananeHoro CipHuKa,
BOHA MUTTIO BUCKOYM/IA YepE3 JIKOK HA30BHI 1 KMHY/1acb A0 Na3y B
napkaHi. CnpuTHICTb, 3 AKoto Jli3a NOKMHYNA KaHani3auinHy Tpyoby,
ypATyBana in xutra, 60 Big cipHUKa Tam, y Tpybi 3aropiscs 6eH3uH.
LLlo pobunocs notim, /liza He 6aumna, ane yyna NOTy»KHi BUOyxm Ta
BiAYaMAYLIHI 30MKMW.

MpumyasLim 40 YMOBAEHOIO MicLA, Ae Ha Hei YeKann Makc i
MeTMK, BOHA, BaXKKO AMXato4n, ynana Ha 3em/to. Tpoxu Biaamxas-
LUMCb, BOHA BCE XK MigHANACA 1 YiTKO BigpanopTyBasa im Npo BUKO-
HaHy poboTy. Hayka, oTpumaHa Big, NeTnka, 6yna HegapemHolto,
60, panopTytouun, Jli3a }KoAHOro pasy He KBaKHyAa.

Bucnyxaswu panopt, Makc noxypwus Jli3y 3a Te, WO BOHa No-
pylwmaa moro naaH, i cama 3anisna B8 Tpyby:

— Wo T 3arybuna tam, /1i3o? 3aBaaHHA 6y/0 HECKNagHe, a
TM MOrna noro nposanutu!

— Lle ana Bac — HecknagHe, 60 B NPOX004KYBANUCh OTYT.
A Tam 3HOBY NpuneTina Ta K 60XKeBiNlbHAa BOPOHaA. | W0 MeHi 30CTa-
Ba/sI0Cb pobMTK? A Morna 3axoBaTuChb Big, i A3b06a nnwe B TpyoOi...

— TaK roBopuLL, L0 NPO3ByYanu e i Bubyxm? — yxe cno-
KilHiWe nepenutas y po3BiaHuMui Makc. — Lle HaBiTb binbLue TOro,
Ha W0 MK po3paxoByBanun. Ym He Tak, MNeTnky?

— Ere %, 6inbwe, 6inbwe, — BiANOBIB TOM, NONPABAAKOYM HA
Ni3i nepeKkolwweHoro kanentoweka. — TinbKK, Wo 6yno 6, akbu flisa
He 3yMi/la BYACHO NOKUHYTK Nas, TM Nnogymas? BoHa X morna 3aru-
HyTn! HactynHum pasom w06 getanbHiwe po3pobasas cBOi NaaHw,
HiYOro pU3MKyBaTK HALLMMU XKUTTAMM.

— A AK A Mir 340ragaTtmca, WO B HALLi NAaHW BTPYTUTbLCA
AKaCb BOPOHA? — BiANOBIB AETEKTUB. — YCe K, T MON0AELb,
Nizo! BuHowy T06i WwWmpy noaAky Bif, yCbOro HAWOro APYKHOMo Ko-
nektmay!
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Jliza y BignoBiAb 3a40B0/IEHO KBaKHyAa. Braeaiswm Ha nu-
CTOYKY *KYy4Ka, BOHA BUCTPINMAA B HbOTO IMMKUM A3UYKOM. CMayHO
nasmKatoum rybamu, J/lisa oTpumyBana 3apas noasilHe 3a40B0-
JNIEHHA — i Big, NOXBanw, i BiJ cMa4yHOI 3406M4i.

Bnbyxu B KaHani3auiHi Tpybi CNPUYMHUAN }KaxUBI YLIKOA-
YKEHHA HarMmaHuAM [lara. Y ACKpaBO OCBITAIEHOMY JliIKapHAHOMY
NPUMILLEHHI 3apa3 Kunina poboTa. 3a TpboMa onepaLinHMMK CTo-
NaMn TRPYAUAUCA KpaLli cnewianictv ocobucToi KNiHikn ¢piHaHcucTa.
3aBAaHHsA, AKe CTOANO nepes HUMK, Byno Henerkum. Im Hanexano
NOBEPHYTU XKUTTA TPbOM HELLaCHMM NalieHTaM, AKi noTpanMaun 4o
KNiHIKM B TAKOMY }Kax/IMBOMY CTaHi, Wwo ninwe 6yno 6 ix 3pasy x
BiABE3TM Ha KNagosuule. Hy 30BCiMm HEMOXKAMBO BPATYBATKU Nau,i-
€HTA, KOQIM r0/10Ba B HbOIO AEeCb OKPEMO 3HAXOAUTbCA Big, Tina.

CnouaTKy nikapi B3a/11McA 332 HAMMEHLOro 3 NauieHTiB. Mox-
JIMBO MOAYMANM, O Haj HUM MeHLe byae poboTu. Moro 3wuam 3
OKPEMMX YaCTUH, NEPEBIPUBLLM, YN He NepenayTanmn, bysa, WOCb, i
3a11MAK Le Bce rincom. TinbKM A0Bra KOCKMYKa HiflK He clyXxanaco,
TOMY XOTinwu ii Bigpizatu. Ane nauieHT, AKMIN 0 Uboro bys 6e3au-
XaHHWUM, PanToOM BiAKPWUB ogHe OKo. MobaumnBLLM, WO XOYYTb 3pO-
6UTK 3 MOro KOCUYKOLO, BiH TaK 3aBepeLlas, LWo 34MBOBaHiI Jlikapi
MOK/IAaNM Ha3ag HOXUL, 3pafiBLUM, LLLO MOXKeE, XO4 Lel 3a1u-
LUMTbCA B *KUBWUX.

CknagHiwe Bcboro 6yno 3ibpat 3 oOKPeMmux YaCcTUH A0Bro-
Hory ocoby. Hag Heto goBenoch nonpauoBaTn HagoBsLwe. 3peLl-
TO, KON 3a/IMLWIMNOCL NPUAALHATU Ha CBOE MicLLe Ti roNoBy,
roNI0OBHUM NliKap 3aCyMHiBaBCA, UM € B LlbOMY B¥Ke notpeba. Bu-
UTWN BOHA HiAK He morna. BiH, Tpumatoum Ty ronosy, po3aymyBas,
Kyam ii gitn. Ane gosroHora ocoba cama HecrnogisaHoO BUXONuaa B
HbOrO CBOIO rO/10BY, | NOCTaBKAA 1T HA HanexHe micue. lNicna uboro
BOHa 3 0OYPEHHSM TaK NPOHM3/IMBO 3aKpUYaaa Ha roJIOBHOTO Ni-
KapsA, WO BiH Big HECNOAiBAaHKM HaBiTb BTPATUB CBIAOMICTb.

[osenoca Tenep yCbOMy KONEKTUBY MeAMKIB PATYBATM CBOrO
HavyanbHWKa. Koaun BiH NnpuiwoBs Ao TAMK, To Nnobaumns, Wo 1Moro
naLieHTKa aanmso n'e soay. li noseaiHka 6yna HaCTiNbKKU AnB-
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HOIO, LLO BiH LLLe pa3 BTPATMB CBiAOMICTb. KOoau K 3HOBY NpULLOB
A0 TAMU, Nnob6aumB, WO Ta caMa NaLiEHTKA 3aK1eH€E CBOi paHu nna-
CTUPOM, OPYAYHOUM PYKAaMU, AKUX Y HET LLie AoHeaaBHa He byno.
Big uboro BMAOBULLA BiH LE pa3 Mir BTPATUTU CBIAOMICTb, afie BXKe
He 6yno cun. Bo CKiNbKK K MOXKHA?

[0 npumiweHHs 3anwos y 6inomy xanati cam [lar. Y Hboro
6yB 6igni BUrNAA, i oMy TaKoK 3apas He 3aBaauna 6 meguyHa
aonomora. BiH no yepsi nigxoamns 40 KOXHOro NOCTPaXKAanoro,
po3rybneHo posrnaaatoum ix. Koam niginwos Ao A0BroHoroi
ocobu, BOHa NPoA0BXKYBana LWe CKNetBaTh CBOI paHW NAAaCTUPOM.

— fl-aK BM c-cebe no4vyBa€eTe, 4OPOreHbKa? — HEBMNEBHEHO
3anuTaB BiH. — CX0XKe, WO BU BXKe HEe 3MOKeTe BUKOHATU CBOIO
poboTy?..

[osroHora ocoba Tak NPOHM3ANBO NOTAAHY/1A HA HbOTO, WO
[ar axk BigcaxHyBcA.

— Tenep BMKOHAHHA BAWOro 3aMOB/IEHHA ABNAETbCA ANA
MeHe CrpaBoto YecTi! — BUKPUKHY/Ia BOHA, Haye BUCTpiAnAA i3

PYLWHML,.

Haiteaxnueiwa cexkpetHa onepalis

Kpi3b HEBENMYKY WINMHKY B gixKui [eTUK cnocTepiras, AK MaKc
AaBas J1i3i oCTaHHI po3nopAagKeHHs. BugHo 6yno, Wwo ixHin Havyanb-
HWK XBUAtOBaBCA, 60 e 1 we pa3s Wwocb BMKa3ysas J1i3i, noKkasyoum
Ha [OiXKKY.

laeA 3 AiXKKOK NepLuoto NpUMLLAA Ha AYMKY came MakKcy, Konu
BOHM BYOpPaA CNPaBAAAN CBATKOBY BEYiPKY B NOrpibKy CTaporo KpoTa
3toHi. MobaumBLK, AK 31OHS PO3MBAE B DOKaM BUHO 3 AiXKKKN, MaKc
aXk niacTpmbHyB Big HECnoOAiBAaHOI AYMKM — MepenpaBUTUCb Ha
ocTtpiB [lara came B Aixui. BiH cam, 3BMYaliHO, y AiXKUi He nomi-
CTUTbCA, a anA MNMeTuKa ue byae 30BCiM HEBAXKKO.

MeTuK, BUCAYXaBLUM YEProBY «reHianbHY» iAeto HavyanbHUKA,
HaBiTb 06pa3mBCA Ha HbOTO | XOTiB NiTWU reTb 3-3a cToNy, ane Makca
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HecnogisaHo niaTpumana Jlisa. I cnogobanocs, Wwo He Tpeba byae
nepeBo3nTn NeTnKa Yepes 03epo Ha cobi, a B AiXKLi.

MakKc e pa3 geTanbHO BMKAAB YyAOBUM MIaH, AK HEMOMIiYe-
HMM NPOHUKHYTK Ha OCTpiB cepepg, 6inoro aHA. BiH gecb 4ys., Wo
BWHO TyAM 4,0CTAaBAAIOTb KATEPOM CaMe B AiXKKax. BUHO Burotosna-
NIOCb Ha BUHOrpaAaHuKax LLnru. 3annwmnoce TinbKM po3BiaaTtu, Koam
6yayTb 3aBO3MTM YEpProBy NapTito BUHA M CKOPUCTATUCA LLIEID HAro-
Aoto. MeTuK, we TPOoLWKKM NONPyYaBLIKCh, 3peLUTO0, NOroansca. BiH
TiNbKM NocTaBMB BUMOTY, Wo6 uA onepauis byna nigrotosneHa k-
HaMKpaLwmm YnHoM. Ha ubomy 1 nopiwmau.

34iMCHIOBATM HOBWUI MJ1IaH BOHW B3AMUCA 3Pa3y K HACTYMHOro
AHA. MaKc 3aimaBcA pO3BigKOK B MICTi, HAMaratoumcb y3HaTU TOUYHY
AaTy BigNpPaBKM Ha OCTPiB YepProBoi NapTii BUHa, a lNeTuk 3 Jli3oto ro-
TyBa/In HeobXxiaHe cnopAaKeHHA. BOHW BUNPOCKMAM B KpoTa 3t0Hi no-
POXKHIO AiYKKY, @ B 300MarasmHi 3akKynuam yyyeno necunka. Okpim
LbOro KynuAu Wwe HanbinbLLy, AKY 3MOTAM TiIbKM BigLIyKaTH, 'yMOBY
HagyBHY Ky/ibKy. YCi Ui Ha nepwui nornsag, guBHi npeametn bynu
AocTaBneHi B odpic Makca. Tam lMNeTnk BUNOTPOLUMB i3 Yydena ae-
peB'aHy TMpPCY, a WKYPKY 3axoBaB y AiXKy. [ymoBoro wapwuka J/lisa
NOBMHHA Byna TpMmaTK Npu cobi. Yce ue BXOANNO B AeTalbHO PO3-
pobneHnnt Makcom nnaH.

CborogHi HacTaB 4Yac po3noyaTtu onepau,ito. Jliza, BUCAyxaBLUmn
HacTaHoBM MakKca, BiaLWTOBXHYNA Big 6epera AiXKKy 1 Hanpasuaa ii
[0 OCTPOBA. [leHb BUAABCA HAaNpo4ya, COHAYHUM. NeTuK 6aumB y -
JIMHY, 5K Jliza, Beceno Wochb HacniByuK, WTOBXaNa nepes coboro
OIXKKY.

MignAveAM BOHM A0 OCTPOBA BY4ACHO. Tam y¥Ke aKTUBHO MLLJIO
PO3BaHTaXKEHHA Ai*KOK i3 BUHOM. [Mob6aumMBLLM Le OAHY AiXKKY Y BOA,,
OXOPOHL NoAyManu, WO BOHa BMUMana 3a bopT, Tomy i ii npuxonuam
Pa3OM 3 iHWMMMU.

Y npoctopomy norpebi [lara 6yn0 TeMHO 1 NPOX0/I04HO. YiKe
MUHYNO AeKiNnbKa roguH, Ak MeTuk, 3Haxoa4Aa4m1Cb Yy AiXKLi, ONUHUBCA
B norpebi. Moro gjxka ctoana BpAA, 3 iHWMMM, | HIYMM 0COBAMBUM
BiJ, HMUX He Bigpi3HANachk. [eTuK Bxe 3mep3 Ta 3ro/I0AHIB. BiH BKOTpe
Heg0b6pMM CNOBOM 3raaB CBOro Haya/ibHMKa, PO3YMitoUK, LLO 1 Lo
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onepauito Toi cnnaHyBaB abuak. bo, YoMy HaKasaB B3ATU B AiXKKYy
OAMH NNLLe TePMOC, HANOBHEHWUI rapAYMM Yaem? A LWOCb NOICTH?..

Y uto XBUAUHY BiAKPUAMCH BaxKKi AyboBi aBepi norpeby. Ha no-
posi 3'aBuBca [lar y cynpoBogi ABOX 0XOpOHL,iB. MNeTnk nobpe 6aumns
yepes LWiINHY B AiXKLUi, AK GiHAHCUCT NigX0AMB 4,0 KOXKHOI 3 HOBUX
APKOK i, BIAKPUBLUM KpaHMKA, NiacTaBass 60kan Ta npobysas BUHO
Ha cMaK. Yepra giwna i oo noro AixKku. MNeTuk, He po3rybuBLLKCD,
HaNMB Yepes KpaHuUK y 6oKan [Jara yato. [lar, NOCMaKyBaBLUWN YAEM,
31MBOBAHO NOMNAHYB Ha Ai*KKY 1 HaBiTb A5 Yorocb 0bHtoxaB ii. BiH
LLe pa3 NOKPYTMB KPAHUKOM, ane 3 AiXKWN LbOoro pasy He Noannochb
Hivoro.

— [nAaHbTe, Wo npucnas cKynysaTuit LLnra, — 3BepHyBCA BiH
[0 OXOPOHLUiB. — Llboro pasy BiH NiaCyHYB MeHi MOPOXKHIO OiXKKY.
BMKMHbTE il HA CMITHUMK!

OXOpOHLi 3aMeTYLUMANCL, BUHECAN AiXKKY HA BY/INLIO Ta KK-
HY/IM HA Kyny CMITTA Nig napKaHoM.

«LLLo K, TYT XO4 He TaK xonoaHo byae», — nogymas eTuK, Ha-
JIMBAOYM B CTAaKAHYMK Yato. BiH BUNUB NigpAsg TpM CTaKaHYMKM i, 3i-
rPiBLUMCD, CMOKIMHO 3aCHYB Y AiXKLi.

MpoKnHyBcA MNeTUK HaCTyNHOro PaHKy, NOYYBLUM YMiCb FONOCK.
Yepes winnHy BiH nobauns ABOX NPpUBMpPanbHULb, AKI BUHECAU Ha-
ABIp CMITTA 1 BUCMNAAM MOTO NPAMO Ha AiXKKy. 3pasy X ctoamn 36ir-
NCb cTOpOoXoBi ncm [ara. Ix HaBmucHe rogysanm cnabeHbKo, LWob
BOHM BYyNM 31MMM Ta peTesibHile BUKOHYBaau cBoi 0608'a3Kkn. Tomy
Ncu 3aBXAW Kapayaunnm Ha o6'igKkun, aki BAHOCUAUCH 3 KyXHi. Ane
LbOro pa3sy BOHW HIiYOro iCTiBHOro He BigwyKanu. [MoTonTaBWnCb
TPOXW MO AiXLji, BOHM NO6IrM fOPIXKKOI, MPUHIOXYOUUCH 40 CNigiB.

HeBAoB3i BigKpunach B AiXKLi MOKPULLKA, i 3BiATINA BMOIr Wwe
OAMH necuK. BiH, bepyun npuknag, i3 gopocnmx pogmdis, nobir Tieto
X LOPIXKKO 1 TaKOXK MPUHIOXYBABCA A0 CNigiB. AKLLO yBaXKHO Npu-
OVUBUTUCb, MOXHa 6yno Nob6auynTn Ha KUBOTI B MNECMKA 3ACTiXKKY-
3MiliKy. Ane KoMy npuiiae B roN0BYy NPUAMBAATUCH 4,0 KMBOTA AKOICh
NBOPHSKKN? Ta 1 Ha CamMOro Necuka HixTo ocobMBO He 3BepTaB
yBaru. Tomy BiH BinbHO 6iras noagip'am [ara, NpoAoBXKyHUN LWOCh
BUHIOXYBATU.
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AKWo YecHo, To NeTuK (a ue byB came BiH) HIYOrO HE BUHIOXY-
BaB, 60, byyum KPONMKOM, He BOIOAiB cOBaumm Hioxom. Yce X, ne-
pPeoaArHyBLUMCb HA NMECUKa, BiH MyCUB AOTPUMYyBaATUCA K coBaumx
3BMYOK. MloMy Tak cnogob6anoca rpati posib NecuKa, Lo BiH, BTpa-
TUBLUM 0BEpPEeXKHICTb, MOYaB HABITb FrABKATU Bif 3aXONEHHS.

Lle nucknaBuiM raBkiT i npuBepHyB yBary [ara, AKMin AKpa3
BMMLIOB Ha NoABip'A NoamMxaTh CBiKMM noBiTpsam. MNobaumnswmn pa-
60oro cMmnaTMYHOro necuka, Jar NnocBMCTOM No3BaB MoOro Ao cebe.
MeTnK cnoyaTky He 3p03yMmiB, WO TOM NOCBUCT aApecyBaBCA came
nomy. Kponi, sk BiAOMO, Ha CBUCT He BigKAMKatoTbcA. BiH, noba-
ymBLwwmM [lara, XOTiB AeCb 3aX0BaTUCb, ane [lar we HacTupauBile 3a-
cBUCTIB. MMeTMKy HiYoro He 3anuMLWwanoch, Sk Nobirtn nigTronuem Ao
¢iHaHcucTa. [lar nornaave necuKka no WepcTi M NOSI0CKOTaB Momy
nig, Wwuikoto. 3peLwTtoto, piHaHCUCT, B3ABLUM NEeCKKa Nig naxsy, 3ai-
wos y aim. Cxoxe, nomy cnogobanoca ue npnbayaHe CTBOPIHHA.
Micns 3arnbeni Moro yntobaeHuUL — KillKK BiH Wwe He BCTUr ob63aBe-
CTUCb IHLIOO TBAPUHKOIO.

Y npuiimancHi Jar onycTMB NecuKka Ha KUAMMOK, KU 3anu-
wmecA Big, LLlynuka, a cam HanpasBmBcA 40 HEBENMYKOI Wadu. MNeTuk
3 )kaxom nobaums, AK diHAHCKCT B3AB i3 Wadwu nakeT i3 cobayoto
i*Keto 1 cobayy MUCOUKY.

«HeBe meHi goBeaeTbcs icTU Uel HenoTpib?» — obypusca
BiH npo cebe.

[ar HacMnaB NOBHY MUCOYKY KybUMKiB cobauoi ixki 1 Lwe pas no-
rnaguvs leTuka no ronosi.

— T, i, LLlynuKy, — Hi3HUM ronocom 3sepHyBca GiHaHCUCT
bo MNetuka. — Le gyxKe cmayHo.

MouyBLwWMK, Wo noro Haseanum LLlynukom, MNeTmk 308Cim po3nto-
TUBCA, ane MycuB TepniTu. BiH cnpobyBaB i3 MMCOYKM KyOUKiB, i Mano
He BMNAIOHYB yce Ha [ara.

— Cmaky#n, cmakym, min ntobun Wynuky, — Aar niacyHys mu-
COYKy nobaunxkye go MNetmka.

MpoKAnHatouM BCe Ha CBiTi, MeTMK 3 ornaoto nois yci Kyouky, i
ANA NePEKOHNAMBOCTI LWe 1 BUIM3aB MUCOYKY.

— Monogeub, LWynuky, Tenep TM MaTUMELl MOXK/IMUBICTb
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LLOAHA KYLWITYBATK CBOI yNt0b6eHi Kybukn, — «BTiwme» MNetuka Aar,
niginwoswm Ao TenedoHHOro anapary.

— Anno! Al pobnto 3amoOBNEHHA Ha ABa AWMKA iXKi ans cobak.
LLlo6 3aBTpa x focTaBuam Len baraxk 40 meHe Ha OCTpiB! — Hakaszas
BiH HEBUAMMOMY CMiBPO3MOBHMUKY.

Y)Ke Ha npoTA3i TUXKHA [eTUK MycuB rpati posb cobaykm, npum-
CNyroBsyto4mch [lary Ta BUKOHYHUM BCi MOro 3abaraHku. BiH i chy»us
Ha 3a4HiX NanKax, i raBKaB Bij, «3a40BONEHHA», KoK [ar Knaas no-
Aani nanuugo, a NMeTnk mycums i BigwyKyBaTu. BiH 3myLwweHuni 6ys nu-
3aTun [lary YepeBuKM 11 CKaBy4aTH, LEMOHCTPYIOYM BEANKY HAco0ay
BiZ, LbOro 3aHATTA. [1oAi6HOro NPUHUKEHHA 1 TAKOFO 3HYLWAHHA Ha4,
coboto MeTUK He 3HaB e HiKonu. Ane 3aBAaHHA — € 3aBAAHHA, i
Tpeba 6yno Tepnitu.

Konwu BiH cTaB y»Ke No-cnpaBXHbOMY CBOIM Y AOMi piHaHCHKCTa,
TO BMPIWIMB B3ATMUCA 338 BUKOHAHHA OCHOBHOrO niaHy. poryntoto-
yncb noagip'am, MeTuK NpocniakyBas, Ae 3HAXOAATbCA TPM 0cobu,
3apagu Aknx Makc i nocnas mMoro croam. BiH 3ymiB NPOHMKHYTU B KAi-
Hiky [ara v 3arnaHyB 40 NanaTtu, e nexana ta Tpiiusa. Nobaumswm
B CNevwiaIbHUX NliXKKax 3anakoBaHi B rinc pirypu, MeTuK cnoyaTtky He
NPW3HaB iX. | TiAbKKM NO ronocy A0BroHOrol BiH yneBHUBCA, WO Le
BOHMU.

— [NpoXKeHiTb 3BiACINA LbOro NPOTUBHOrO necmka!l — 3axpum-
nina BoHa. — Y HbOrO, WOAYAMUBOrO, MOXKYTb BOAUTUCA 610XM!

MeTuK HaBiTb po3i3aInBCA Ha 0bpasnmei cnosa. BiH He cTpu-
MaBCS 11 3araBKaB Ha Al0BroHory ocoby. MoTim, yxonusLuncb 3ybamm
3a i rinc, Bigipsas nobpuin WmaT. BoHa y cBOtO Yepry 3aBepeLyana,
a i HanapHWK bonsye nHyB MeTuKa nig 3a4. HeBiAOMO TinbKK AKOIO
YyacTUHO Tina nHy., 60 Becb 6yB y rinci.

Y nanaty npubirnn caHitapu. BoHM no4yann 3acnokorBaTh
TPbOX MaLLEHTIB, PO3'ACHIOKYM M, LLO LLEN Necuk € yntobaeHuem ca-
MOTrO Xa3siiHa, i Ma€e NOBHe NPaBO PO3ry/aOBaTH, Ae Momy 3abar-
HeTbCA. 3peLwToto, NaLieHTM NanaTn 3abynm Npo necuka, a Konu
CaHiTapu BWUMLIAK, BOHM MNOYann ob6roBoproBaTM CBOI Nodanblui
nAaHu. MNeTUK NPUHULLK y KyTOYKY 32 TYMOOYKOIO, 1 YBaXKHO C/TyXaB.

Mepw 3a BCe, A0BroHora ocoba noyana cyBopo BMUYMUTYBaATHU
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nignernux 3a BCi ocTaHHi Hesaauvi. li NOMiuHMKK, nocanytoun, cay-
Xasn LOKOPM Ha CBOO agpecy MOBYKW. BULKiA i3 HUX HEPBOBO MoO-
KYCyBaB KpaW rincy, a MeHWmnin — cM1KaB cebe 3a KOCUYKY.

HacTynHy aKuito — akKuito nomctu 3a ixHi ¢i3nyHi Kaniutea Ta
MOpanbHi 36UTKKN, AOBrOHOra ocoba NpM3HauYMIa Ha AeHb KapHa-
Bany.

KapHaBan y micTeyky npoBOAMBCA pa3 Ha YHOTUPU POKU. BiH byB
rON0BHOO MOAIED He TiIbKK MicTa, ane M yciei okpyrn. Ha kapHaBan
npuizauno 6e3niy rocten. Bynumui micteuyka nepetBoproBanmCh Ha Cy-
LiNbHY N1aBUHY ACKPABO OAATHEHUX YYAaCHUKIB. M'YPKIT My3nKanbHUX
OPKECTPIB Ta Pi3HOroa0CCA CNiBOYMX KOMEKTUBIB HE CTUXANM Hi Ha
XBUJINHY. YCe ue Mano CnpuATH IXHbOMY 3a4yMy.

[eHb KapHaBany HabauxKaBcAa, TOMy AoBroHora ocoba Haka-
3aN1a NOMIYHUKaM peTesbHO roTyBaTUCA 40 NpoBeaeHHs akuji. i He
LiKaBWMO, Y/ 3HIMYTb A0 LIbOro Yacy 3 HUX rincu. BoHa rotosa i by-
Ay4M 3aKOBAHOIO B FiNC BUKOHATM NOCTaB/IeHe 3aBAAHHA.

MeTuK XoTiB We Ai3HaTUCb, AKMM Came YMHOM BOHU ByayTb
AiATn, ane He 3ymis. [JoBroHora ocoba, nobaumsm cobayoro xso-
CTa, WO CTMPYAB i3-3a TYMOOUKM, LLOCKIN BAAPWUAA MO HbOMY NManu-
ueto. MNeTuKa Le He gyKe cTypbyBano, 60 XBIiCT, yce-TakM, HaneKas
He Momy. Ane yaap naauueto 6yB HaCTiNbKM CUNbHUM, WO Nepebus
XBOCTa HaBnin. He yeKkatoum HacTynHoro yaapy, NeTmk BUCKOYMB i3-
32 CXOBAHKM Ta, iMiTytoum cobaKy, raBkatoum, NOKMHYB nanaTy.

l'y4HWI HenpupoAHiN raskit MNeTnka NpuBepHYB yBary CTopo-
YKOBMX NCiB. BOHM 06CTYyNnAM ABOPHATY 30 BCiX CTOPiH, MPUHIOXYHO-
YMCb A0 HbOro. MeTUK NoYaBs LWe ryyHilwe CKaBy4yaTU Ta raBkaTy,
OEMOHCTPYHOUM CBOK NMPUHANENKHICTb A0 cobayoro poay, Ta ue He
aonomorno. O4uH i3 Ncis, cxonMBLUM 3y6amm 33 XBOCTa KPUKANBOTO
NnecuKa, BiZipBaB MOro oCTaToOYHO. |HWIi TAaKOX HaKMHyaAuca Ha le-
TUKa. BiH, NPOCAM3HYBLUM MiXK NCaMK, LLOAYXY KMHYBCA TiKaTW. 3ani-
003pUBLUM HeponagHe, NCU Pa3sOM 3 OXOPOHUAMWU KUHYAUCH
HaB34oriH. [leTMK MyaB A0 03epa, Ae B o4epeTi Ha HbOro NOBUHHA
ouikyBaTu Jliza.

BoHa B e}t Yac neXkana B o4epeTi, rpitoYnchb Ha paHilHbOMY
COHeuKy. MobaumBLLM NecrKa, AKMN MYaB, BUCYHYBLUM A3MKa, Jli3a
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He BTPMManacb M NigCTaBMAa HiXKKy BTiKauesi. [leTUK CniTKHYBCA 1,
NJKOXHYBLIMCL Y BOAY, 3aKPUYAB Ha HaNapHMULIO:

— Tu wo, 30Bcim 3aypina, Nizo?! Lle x a! Haaysai wsunawe
Ky/110, MOKM HAac OXOPOHLL He Bninmanu!

Ni3a, OTAMMBLINCD, WBUAEHLKO HaZyNa NOBITPAHY Kylo. I
nerko 6yno ue 3po6uTH. BoHa K 3aBXAWM N0OUTb HAagZyBaTU CBOI
LWOKK. BOHM BXONKMANCA, XTO AK 3yMiB, 33 LIHYPOYOK BiA KyAi, i
CTPiMKO nigHAnnca B noBiTpAa. OXOPOHLi ¥, 3BUYANHO, 3UMHUAN
yCaig, CTRINAHUHAY.

O3epo BXe 3anunwmnnoca nosagy. Ha npotnnexkHomy bepesi
BOHM yrneginu Makca. BiH, KymeaHo navratoumn, BUKPUKYBaB 4,0 HUX
LLLOCb, PO3MaXYO4M pyKamu.

| TyT MeTnk 3 Jli3o 3p03yminu, Wo AeTanbHO NPOAYMaAHUMN
iXHIM HayaNbHUKOM NAaH onepauii MaB BEIMKUIA HedoNiK. AK im
Tenep onyCcTUTUCH 3 Kyaew A0HK3Y? A BOHa Niaxon/sieHa BIiTpom 34iiM-
Manacb Bce Buule M Bule. HesxKe im goBeaeTbeca NiTaTu B NOBITPI
HEBIAOMO CKiNbKM AHIB?

BiTep noHic MeTuka 3 Jli3oto Hag NoAsMU, icaMK 1 Hag, IXHIM
MiCTeYKOM. 3AMBOBaHI XKuTeni, nobaumsLlumM B HEDI HaAyBHY Ky/tO 3
NecuMKom Ta »aboto, He 3Hanu, Wo 1 nogymatu. OaHi B 3B'A3KY i3
UMM NoYanm nepeapikatv Be/IMKi HENPUEMHOCTI ANA MiCTEYKa, a iHLWi
B3AINCA XKOYPNATM KaMiHHAM Yy AMBHUX aePOHaBTIB.

MakKcy gy»Ke He Tepninoca B3HATU NPO HOBUHMU, AKi NpUHECaH
3 OCTpOBa NOMIYHMKM. BiH 3a6ir y odic, gictas i3 wadpu foBry mo-
TY3KY, | BUbpaBca 3 Heto Ha Aax. 3pobumBLLKM Ha KiHLi MOTY3KK 3a-
LWMOPT, BiH 3aKMHYB 1l BBEPX Haye aaco. 3aWMmopr He 3 Nepuoro
pasy, Ta BCe X 3a4yenuBca 3a nanky Jlisu, i Makc 6e3 ocobamnsux 3y-
CUNb NPUTATHYB iX Pa3oM i3 Wwapom ao cebe.

— Yoro Bac noHecs10 Tak Aaneko? By wo He 6auman, ge A Ha
BaC YeKaB? — HAKMHYBCA BiH HA MOMIYHUKIB.

Y lMeTunKa 3 J1i30t0 He BUCTaA4ano 3apas CM crepevaTmca 3 Ha-
YaNIbHUKOM. BOHM KMHYAMCb B odic i noyanm xaaibHo nuth soay. Ix
HACTIIbKK 315IKana nepcnexkTuBa 6araTo AHIB, @ MOXKe 1 TUXKHIB Ni-
TaTn Aaecb B Hebi Ha HaAyBHIM Kyni, WO BOHM BUPILLWMAM HanUTUCA
BOAM Ha BECb Liei nepiod. Xou Takoi noTpebu Bxe He byno.
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KapHaesan y micteuky saascs
Ha cnasy

Hap o3epom y paHKoBUIM Yac cToaB TymaH. 3 bepera y Boay
NAKXHYBCA HaZyBHWUI YOBEH, YTBOPMBLUM Ha MOBEPXHi BOAM LUN-
POKi Kpyru. binAa 4YoBHa MeTYyLWINANCH AKICb AUBHI nocTaTi. LA me-
TYWHA 1 po3bygmna comis. CoNoaKO NOTATHYBLUMCH, CTAPLUNIA COM
FNSAHYB Yropy 1 neab He 3o0MAiB. MpAMo Hag HUMKM NOBINIBHO NPO-
NAMBAB YOBEH, @ B HbOMY... BA YEPBOHMX NiBHI i AKAaCb AMBHA [,0-
BroHora masna. Ycaki ocobu TyT nnaBanu paHiwe, ane wob nisHi 3
MaBMOIO Ta LLe 1 Y HaAyBHOMY YOBHiI — TAKOro He TPanasaiocCh.

He xoTinocb comy noknaaTn TeNAMM HAMyA, ane NexaTtu oTyT
i CMNOKiIMHO cnocTepiraTh, AK NO MOro 03epy N1aBAE KAa3HA-XTO BiH
TAKOX He Mir. TuXeHbKo, Wob He NOTPUBOXKMUTM MOSIOALLIOTO No-
H6paTnma com BMBpaBca 3 HamyAny 1, NignamnsLwm 6anxkue oo
YyoBHa, 3a4MBYBaBCA We binble. OKpim NiBHIB Ta MaBMNM B YOBHI
3Haxo4mMNacb ANTAYA KOACKA, YCA 0OBilLaHA ACKPaBMMM irpaLl-
KaMMu.

«HeBKe BOHM BMKpanu Aecb HEMOBIA? — NOAYMaB COM. —
AKa XOpCTOKiCTb!»

PO3rHiBaBLINCD, BiH MYCTMB Y Xig, MOryTHbOrO XBOCTa 11 NOYaB
LLLOCUAM FTAMCENNTU MO YOBHY. 34IMHANNCL BUCOKI XBUJI, | TaKe
6y10 BpaXKeHHs, LLLO Ha 03ep0o HaNeTIB WaneHun bypesin.

[l0 cTapworo coma NpUeAHaBCA M MONOALWNIMA. BiH TakoX
NYNUI0BaB MO YOBHY XBOCTOM, He BiACTatoum Big ToBapuwa. 3peLu-
TO, COMW MOYaNM rPaTUCA YOBHOM Haye BE/IMKUM M'auem, nepe-
KMOQ04M MOoro oguH o ogHoro. [lobpe HarpasLWMCh, CTApLLNIA
COM NOMITMB, L0 i3 YOBHA Y BOAY 3BMCAE CXOXKMUIM HAa MOTY3KY MaB-
NAYKMM XBiCT. BiH HAMOTaB XBOCTa Ha NIABHUK i NOTATHYB YOBHA 3a
co60t0, BUKOHYOUYM KPYTi BipaKi.

LLlo 3apa3 Big4yBanu Ti, WO 3HAXOAUINCL B YOBHI, BaXKKo cobi
M yaBuTU. BOHM Hamaranucs BigbmuBaTUCb Big HanagHWKIB Bec-
NlaMun, ane Ha COMIB LLe HIAKOro BPa*KeHHA He CNpaBuao. 3peLuUToto,
MaBMa 3anycTnaa MoTopa, i TeNep y»Ke YoBEH NOTATHYB 3a coboto
CTapLIOro coma. 3a Moro XBocTa TPMMaBCA NepenakaHuii Monoa-
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LMK coM.

YoBeH, BUPIBHABLUM HA BOAj KypcC, CTPIMKO HanpaBuMBCA 40
npoTunexHoro bepera. A Tam, i3 NpaLYMM MOTOPOM Ta 3 NpU-
Yyenom i3 ABOX COMIB, BiH BUCKOUMB Ha beper i 3a iHepL,iEl0 NPOCKO-
4YMB MOMIXK ABOX AepeB. YOBEH MPOCKOYMB, @ COMU — Hi.
Bpi3aBLMCb Ha WBMAKOCTI roN10BoOK0 06 cTOBOYpP AepeBa, CTapLimnii
COM BigipBaBCsA, HAapeLUTi, BiA, MaBNAYOro XBOCTa i ynaB Ha 3eM/to.
Ha Hboro 3Bepxy renHyBcA 1 MONOALWNIA. BTpayatoum cBiLOMICTb,
CTapLIMi COM YCTUT L NOAYMaTH MPOo KONACKY 3 Hemosaam. Momy
6yno Ay»Ke NPUKPO, WO He BAANOCA 3BINbHUTU AUTUHY 3 NONOHY.

A B MiCTeYKy 3apa3 BMPYBaJIO CNPaBKHE CBATO. 1eTuK 3
Nizoto cuainm 6ina odicy, cnoctepiratoum 3a HECKIHYEHOO ranacau-
BOK MPOLLECIEID, AKA NpoxXoAmMaa NoB3 HUX. A nogmMBmUTUCL Byno Ha
wo. Ha camoxigHux nnatdopmax NOBiNbHO NPOIKANKAAN YYACHUKM
npoLecii B HEMMOBIPHUX KOCTHOMaX. BOHW TaHLOBaN, HECaMO-
BUTO 6bunun B 6apabaHu 1 cnisanun. Mopyd i3 naatpopmamu npoxo-
AVNN op6bn ropoasH i YMCENIbHUX FOCTEM MiCTa TAaKOXK Y MACKax Ta
yyaepHaubKUX KOCTIOMax. KoXKeH cniBas YM Kpuyase, a, TO 1 NPOCTO
CBWCTIB, Haue BCi 360KeBoNiNn, abo Ha HUX HaTpanuIa NXo-
MaHKa. TaK, Le cioBo 6inblu 33 BCe BiANOBiAaN0 Takomy Hes-
YMCTBY. | Ha3MBanach LA NMXOMaHKa — KapHaBanom. B ixHbomy
MiCTEUYKY CamMe B TaKy NOpPY KOXKHUX YOTUPU POKM BigbyBaBcA Bigo-
MW KapHaBan «4epBOHMX NiBHIBY.

LA Ha3Ba 3aKpinuaaca 3a KapHaBa/JioM AasHO. [prUynHo0
LbOMY, AIK PO3MOBiAA0Tb 3HABLi, Oy 3HAaMeHUTI NiBHAYI 601, Ha
AKI 3" AMKaNUCA CrogM roCTi 3 iHWKWX MICT | HaBiTb 3 IHLWKX KpaiH.
MabyTb Tomy 6inbLiCTb Y4aCHUKIB KapHaBany byaun oasarHeHi B
NiBHAYI KOCTIOMMW Pi3HOrO KO/IbOPY Ta FaTyHKY.

[anac HaBKPYru CTOAB TaKUM, WO MNeTUK MycmB 3aTKHYTU ByXa
BAaTHMMM TamnoHamu. Ha HboMy Takox B6yno ogArHeHe WoCb No-
AibHe Ha NPUMITUBHWUI NIBHAYMIA KOCTIOM, SIKLLLO NanepoBa Macka
niBHA Ha ro/0Bi 1 ABi AOBrMX Nip'iHKM 3334y MOXKHa HAa3BaTU Ko-
cTiomoM. J1i3a Bneplue 6aumna KapHasas, TOMy BCe, WO Aia10Cb
HaBKOJ10 ii HeiMOBiIpHO XBMAOBanNO. IMm Tpeba byno JoveKaTMCh
MaKca, AKOro HecrnogiBaHoO BMK/AMKaB A0 cebe Komicap noniy,ii
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byp. MabyTb, byp BMpilLIMB, HApeLTi, BAATUCA A0 Pilly4YMX KPOKIB,
o6 NPUNNHUTM 3yXBani KPaZiXKKN Yy MICTi, 3BEPHYBLUUCHL A0 aK-
TMBHO Ait040ro NPUBATHOIO AeTeKTMBA.

3'ABMBLUMCH HA raHKy, MaKc 3pasy K NPUNHABCA NPOBOAMUTM
IHCTPYKTaX 3 nignernnmm:

— Ham popyyeHo B3ATM aKTUBHY y4aCTb B OXOPOHI rocTem
KapHaBany. € BesiKa Nigo3pa, Wo B MiCTO MPOHUKAN 3N10BMUC-
HWUKW, TOMY HaKasyto 6yTM NUAbHUMK 1 30cepesrKeHnmu!

A KapHaBaa yce WyMiB, TypKOTIB MY3MKO, TaHUAMMK Ta Bece-
JIMM CMiXOM. Y HATOBMi rOCTeN ryyHilwe 3a iHWWX BUKPUKYBaANa, a
BipHilLe — BMKBaKyBana ogArHeHa B HEMMOBIpHe ApaHTA AMBHA
ocoba. Ha ronosi B Hei 6yno wocb noAibHe Ha KacTpy/to, A0 nosaca
6yM NPUKpINAeHi NyCTi KOHCePBHI BaHKWK, AKI Nig Yac pyxy rydHo
AepeHyann. OgHe oKo J1isn NnpuKpmBaaa YopHa Nos'A3Ka.

Niza mycuna oaarHyTm Bce Le HenoaobcTteo, 60 cnpaBXHbOrO
KOCTIOMY A5 Hel He NpuroTyBanu. A i 3a Hakazom Makca no-
Tpi6bHO ByN0 HeramMHO 3miWaTUCb 3 HATOBMNOM KapHaBa/lbHOI NpPo-
Lecii, i npoBoAgMTN Tam pO3BigKy. TOMY BOHA He TiZIbKM KBaKana Ta
AepeHYana YncenbHMMM KOHCEPBHUMM BaHKaMM, a LWe 1 BUKOHY-
BaNa AyXKe BiANoBiganbHe 3aBAaHHA. Jliza HUWNOpUAa cepes
HATOBMY, BULLYKYIOUYM 3N0BMUCHMKIB Ta 3aBaXKatOUM CNPaBXKHIM
y4YaCHWKaM KapHasany. Y BignoBiab BOHa oTpuMyBana fobpsaui
LUTYPXaHW, ane Mmycuna TepniTm i NpoaoBKyBaTu pobuTK cBOtO
cnpasy. [lonoBa B Hei 6yia NpUKpUTa KacTpyneto, ToMy yaapis
BOHa He bosAnaco.

Pantom /liza no6auunna Ha cycigHin nnatdopmi... CNpaBKHIO
36poto. Tam 3HaXoANNUCA MUCAUBL, AKI TPMMAIM HANOroTOBI
pywHmML;. [i HaBiTb He 34MBYBaNM BENMKI Yyyena 3BipiB, MOMIX AKUX
i cToANM 0CcO6M 3 pywHUUAMU. MabyTb, Le 6yna nnatdopma nico-
BOro xa3ancrea. MeTtanesuit 6a1ck 36poi 30BCimM 3a4ypPMaHMB CBi-
AOMICTb PO3BiAHWLI, | BOHa B3A/1aCb HABOAUTU TYT NOPAOOK.
[epeHbKouyun KoHcepBHUMM BaHKamu, Jliza BUKapabKanach Ha
nnatGopmy, po3ayna WOKKU M HAKMHYIAaCb Ha 34MBOBAHMUX MUC/INB-
uiB. BoHa BUCMUKHYNA B KPAaMHbOTO i3 HUX PYLUHULLIO, @ PYLUHNLA
HecnoAiBaHo BUCTpinnAa. MpurayweHa noctpinom, /lisa mos 6o-
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YKeBiNbHA HAaKMHYNACb Ha iHWOro mmcameuA. Ton NoYaB YXUAATUCH
Big, HanaaHuLi. Po3amaxytoum 36poeto, BiH NOBaMB Ha Naatdopmy
yyyeno seamenA m, CNiTKHYBLUXCb 06 HbOrO, TaKoX ynaBg. MocTpin
Moro pyLwHuui nosmMHeH 6ys nopasuTu J1isy A0 cmepTi, ane AK He
OMBHO BOHA 3a/IMLWIMAACh HEYLWKOAXKEHO0. XO4 Hi4YOro AMBHOrO B
ubomy He 6yno, 60 pywHuui bynn 3apagKeHi XonoCTMMK Ha-
6oamu. Moku Jliza npuxoamna 40 TAMM, iHWI MUCAUBL,i, NOKK-
AasLwu 36poto, raHebHO 3aAnLWNAK nose bUTBM.

Ha cycigHin nnatdopmi in, HeBigomo YoMy, BUAANACh Nigo-
3pinoto TaHUiBHULUSA, OASTHEHA B A0Bry po3KilWHy 6iny cykHto. Le
6y/1a cnpaB)KHA NpUMagoHHA. BoHa 3Haxoamnacb Ha BepxisLi Mni-
pamigm, Ha HEBENNYKIM NaoLWaAaLi 1 TaHLIOBaNA, KPaCcMBO BUIM-
Hat4uK rHyYKe Tino. Jli3i 3ganocs, Wo nijg oaexer TaHUiBHUL
BUMNUPAE LWOCb AyXKe noaibHe Ha 36poto. J1i3i ayrKe xoTifocs Bnin-
MaTU XKMBLLEM XO4 OZHOr0 310BMUCHMKA, Wob Npo Hei Hanucaam B
razeTtax Ta, Wwob Heto nuwanuca ii napTHepu — Makc i MeTuk.

BoHa He 6e3 TpyaHoLLiB BUKapabKanacb Ha BEPXHIO No-
LWaAKy, | NyCTUANA B Xif, CBOTroO A3MKa. A3MKOM Haye wynom Jli3a Ha-
Maranacb BUABUTU 36pOt0 Nif, CyKHEeto TaHLUiBHULI. TaHLiBHULA,
BiAYYBLUWM NIOCKIT, MOYana KymeaHO CMUKATUCL Ta PeroTaTtu, He po-
3yMitouu, WO 3 Heto BiabyBaeTbeA. 3pelwToto, Jliza 3ipBana 3 Hel
CYKHI0. TQHLIBHMUA, HE BTPMMABLUMUCb Ha NAOLWAALI, ynana BHU3,
Tenep y»xe, ro0CHO peneTytoun. Jliza 3anaytanach B CyKHi, i TAaKOXK
3Ba/INNAch i3 NNOWAAKK. YNana BOHA Ha WOCb FHYYKe, WO, Ha-
CnpaBAi, BUABUIOCA HATATHYTOO WKipoto 6bapabaHa. MiackoumsLin
Ha 6apabaHi Kinbka pasiB, BOHA XOTiNa BXe CN/UTHYTU Ha 3eMt0,
ane He BCTMIrNa, 60 OTPMMana no *KMBOTY BigYYTHOrO yaapy Ae-
peB'AHOIO KanaTanKo, AKOK My3uKaHT-6apabaHLWMK rynas no
CBOEMY iHCTPYMEHTY. BiH, cX0Xe, HaBiTb HE MOMITUB MO YOMY NPO-
AOBXY€E 6UTK. Moro TinbKW 34MBYBaB 3BYK Bif, yAapis, WO panTom
3MiHMBCA. Llei 3BYK CTaB ry4yHilMM i HaBiTb menoginHiwmnm. Tomy
MY3WKaHT 3abapabaHuB e aKTUBHiLe .

Big ynapis 6apabaHuimnKa Jliza nocTynoBo BTpayana cBigo-
MICTb.

Y uewn yac Metrk 3 MaKcom 3Haxo4MANUCh LEe Ha FraHKy ogdicy.
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BoHM Hamaranucb po3rneaitv B Hatosni J1i3y, asie 3amicTb Hei no-
6aunnm AKMXOCb OCib, AKI NIAKOTUAM 4,0 HUX ANTAYY KONACKY. [1BOE
HeBiAOMUX BYyN 304ATHEHI B KOCTIOMM YEePBOHMX NiBHIB, a TPeTA
— [0BroHora, 306paxana masny. MeTUK XoTiB NO340POBKATHCA 3
HUMM, ane BOHMU, 3a/IMLLMBLUN KONACKY, CNPobyBanm 3HUKHYTH B
HaToBMi.

IxHA noseaiHKa ayxe 3amsysana MeTuka. LLie He BucTauano
iM OTYT BO3MTMCA i3 YyXKMM HEMOBAAM. BiH CXOMUB KONACKY 1,
LUTOBXal4M ii nepen coboto, KUHYBCA Ha3A0raHATM BTiKauiB. MNeTuk
3BaB ix, HaBiTb KPKUYaB, ane JapemHo. Moro AnByBano, Yomy He-
MOB/IA HE NOAAE HIKMX 03HaK KUTTA. TiIbKK, AKLWO f0b6pe npucay-
XaTUCb, i3 KONACKN JOHOCMIOCH WOCh NoAibHe Ha TiKaHHA
roAMHHMKOBOro mexaHiamy. Ane B liHi He byno Yacy 4o Yorocb
NPUCAyxoByBaTUCb. BiH AyKe po3cepanBcA Ha HE3HAMOMLLB, AKi
OTaKMM raHebHMM YMHOM N036YyBaAKOTLCA CBOIX AiTEN. A KOU
MeTnk cepantbca, To byBae 34aTeH Ha pedi HelMMoBipHi. Ocb i
Tenep BiH Tak npuckopms bir, Wwo, HapewwTi, Ha3aorHas ocoby ne-
peogArHeHy B MaBny. A Ha340MHaBLWM, WBUAEHBKO NPMUB'A3aB KO-
NACKY A0 Ti XBOCTa, LLO BONOYUBCA 3334y, HAa4e MOTY3Ka.

Ocoba, AKka 306parkana masny, CXO¥Xe, He Bigyyna, Wwo B Hei
33a4y pobutbea. Le M He AMBHO. XBICT, yce-TaKu, HasiexKaBs He i,
ane Tenep BOHa BXe birna He o4Ha, a 3 KOJIACKOIO 3a CMMHOIO.

MeTuK, HapewTi, 3yNMHUBCA, MONEerweHo nepesis NOAMUX i
OrnAHyBCA. 3HAXOAMBCA BiH 3apa3 aX Ha OKpaiHi micTa. Namip Kap-
HaBa/NbHOI NpoLuecii neaBe AOHOCUBCA croan. [eTuk, npuciswuv ne-
penoyYnTun, rAHYB YCAig BTiKayam, AKi BigganAnnca Kyauco y none,
a 332 HUMM NPOAOBXKYBaa TeNiNaTUCA KONACKA.

Pantom Tam nporpmmis NoTyKHWU1 BUGYXx!.. BiH 34ilMHAB y no-
BITPA CTOBN AMMY, NMUAIOKU, PELUTKN KapHaBaNbHOI O4eXi Ta NOHi-
BeyeHi geTtani Big AMTAYOT KONTACKN.

3pasy K nicna uboro BMbYXy noyyamcsa BMbyxu B micTi, ane Ha
LLACTA, TO BCbOro MLIE NPOrpMMiB CBATKOBWUIM KapHaBabHUI dee-
pBepK. Moro AackpaBsi BOrHi pisHobapsHUMYK dapbamu Biga3epKa-
NIOBANUCL B NepenAKaHMX 04ax BipHOro NMOMIYHMKA AeTeKTUBa
Makca.
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Hespanuu ekcnepumeHT i3
CONOAOLAGMU

MoBiNbHO, AKOCb H6e3 HarkaHHA ONyCKaBCA HA 3eMJILO BeYip.
CoHue NiHMBO X0BANOCb 3a /NiHI0 TOPU3OHTY, NPOLLAKOYMCD i3
6inum gHem. Harpite nosiTpsa 6yno nogibHe 3apa3 Ha napHe mo-
NIOKO. BOHO oropTtano Tennom yce use, Npuaaoym MaocCTi Ta cno-
KO. HaBKpyrun cToanmn AyxmaHi NaxoLi CKOWEHMX TPaB Ta LWe
4Orocb HEBNOBMMOTO, MPO LLLO PO3MNOBICTM CIOBAMU HEMOXK/IUBO.

MeTuK He oaAnH cnocTepiras 3a Ui€to igunieto. Mopyy i3 HUM
3Haxo4mMNacb 1Moro BipHa NnapTHepka — Jliza. Mpo wo BoHa 3apas
AyMana, Ta AK Ha Hel 4iAAn Yapu LUbOoro TMXOro Be4opa — HeBi-
AoMo. Jli3y 3apa3 He BMi3HaB 6M HixTO. eTnKa TaKoXK HEMOXKIMBO
6yno BnisHaTn. Came Ha ue 1 po3paxoByBaB Makc, po3pobnstoum
BCi AeTani cborogHiWHbOI onepadii. NeTnka mancTepHo 3amMacky-
Ba/IN Nig, irpalKOBOro LWOKONAAHOro KPpOaKnKa, a J1isy, ypaxosytouu
il rabapuTn, 3amacKyBanu nig BeIMKOro, NOKPUTOro PO304YKamMu
TopTa. BUKOHAB Le MacKyBaHHSA ixHi f06pUIA 3HAMOMUIA — LINH-
Kap 3toHA. BiH NpuKnaB ycto CBOKO MANCTEPHICTb i KyNiHApHUI Ta-
NaHT, Wwob cTBOPUTM OTaKi YyA0Bi KOHANTEPCLKI BUpobu. Ha
pob6oTy 6yn0 3aTpavyeHO Be/IMKY KiZIbKiCTb YOPHOTO LWOKOa4y Ta
Kpemis.

3HaxoAaMAucb 3apas L coNoaoLLi Ha O4HOMY 3i CTO/INKIB He-
BE/IMYKOTOo Kade, L0 PO3MICTMIOCA HA OKpaiHi micTa 6insa napky.
CTONMKM CTOANM Ha BIAKPUTIM BepaHAi, Tomy MNeTuk 3 Jlizoto i
Ma/I1 MOX/IUBICTb CNOCTEpiraTh 3a BCiM, WO pobunocsa HaBKpyru.

MaKc TaKOK 3HaxoAMBCA NOPYY, TiIbKM MUIYBATMUCb 3aX040M
COHUA BiH HE MaB MOX/IMBOCTI, 60 cMAiB Nig TUM CaAaMUM CTO/IUKOM,
NPUKPUTUIA CKaTEPTUHOLO.

Yce ue morno 6 BMAaTUCh AyrKe ANBHUM, | HaBiTb KYMeaHUM,
AKOW He Byno HACTINbKK cepio3HMM. BOHM 060B'A3KOBO NOBUHHI
3aBEPLUNTM CbOrOAHI OnepaLito Mo 3aXONJEHHI0 KyAbraBoro Kpa-
Ais, 60 BCi TepMiHK, NPU3HAYeHi ANs LbOro Komicapom bypom,
AAaBHO BMYepnanuce. Mig 3arpo3oto byna penyTtauia iXHbOro areHT-
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cTBa.

3a AOCTOBIpHUMM AAaHUMM KyNbraBWUiA Kpaain 4acTo HaBigy-
BaBCA A0 UbOro Kade, Nigbupatoum ocTaHKM ixi 3i ctonukis. Kade
3Haxo0AM/I0Cb NOPYY i3 MAPKOM, 3BiAKK 1 3'ABNSBCA TOM Cy6'€eKT.
BpaxoBytouu Bci Ui 06cTaBnHM, MaKc NpUNHAB €AMHO BipHE pi-
LWEeHHA 3aMaCKyBaTWU CBOIX MOMIYHUKIB Mig CMaYHi KOHAUTEPCbKI
BMpPOOMU, W06 HaneBHe NPUBEPHYTM yBary Kpagaia. Llei nnaH mycus
3aKiHYMTUCb NOBHOO Nepemoroto, 60 iHaKwe 11 6yTn He morno.

TM Yacom COHLLe 3aX0BaNOCA 32 TOPU3OHT. Hag TEeMHMMM
cMNyeTaMu AOMIBOK NoKasaBca binoporui micayb.

— AK aymaeLw, J1i3o, BiH 3'ABUTbCA CbOrOAHI YM Hi? — TUXO 3a-
nuTas NeTunK, HaNpPy>KeHo BAVBAAIOYUCH Y TEMHI KyLLi NapKy.

— KBa, KBa, — BiArykHynaco, 6yno, /liza, ane 3ragana, wo
MeTuK ii ¥ab'ayoi MoBM He pO3yMi€e 1 3aroBopmaia HOPMasbHO:

— 3BuMYaliHO 3'ABUTbCS, 60 33419 YOro MU 3aTiANM LEe mac-
Kapaza? Ha meHi 11 Ha Tobi 3apa3 CTiZIbKM BCbOrO CMaYHEHbKOTO, W0
A 6 cama i3 3agoBoneHHaM 3'ina  cebe, i Tebe Ha goaavy.

— MpunuHiTb 6anaykn! — noyynoca 3-nig ctonmka. — Makc
3aKpEeKTaB, 3MiHIOYKN HeE3PYYHY N03y. — CUAITb TUXEHBLKO, | HE
CMiliTe HaBiTb KNinaTK oymMma. Lle — Hakas!

MeTunkK 3 JT1i3010 NPUHULLIKAN.

PanTom Ha CTONIMK 3aN/IMTHYNA BeIMKA KilwKa. Nobaumsim
CTiNbKW CONOAOLLIB, KilLLKa O4MaHina, ane He Haaos.ro. Mepwoto
nocTparkgana Big, ii roctpux 3yb6is fli3a. Kiwka Byennnacb 3ybamu B
NYXKUIA KUBIT J1i3n 1, mabyTb, BigKycnna 6 WMaToK, SK6U He npu-
MLWOB Ha BUPYYKY noapysi MeTuK. BiH HacTynmB Kiwui Ha XBOCTa,
BiZl, 4Oro BOHa ro/I0OCHO 3aBepeLlana, i BigCKounia Ha caMuii Kpan
CTO/IMKA. BUrnag y Kilwku 6yB HaCTiNbKW CNaHTENNYEHUM, LLO
MeTuk 3 Jli30t0, He CTPUMABLUMCH, 3aperoTanu. KilkKa we He yyna,
wob TopTM peroTanu. Yce X yTikaTu BOHa He 36Mpanachb, a Ha-
BMaKM — noYana NPUHIOXYBaTUCL. MPUroTyBaBLUIMCb HAKUHYTUCD
Tenep Ha lNeTuKKa, KilKa 3HOBY noTepnina HeBaa4vy. Makc, noba-
YMBLUM Ti XBOCTA, LLO 3BMCAB 3i CTO/INKA, TaK CMMKHYB 3a HbOTO, WO
KilWKa, 3aBepeLasLum, ynana 3i CTo/IMKa Ha 3emAto. Tam i gicta-
N1OCA LWe 1 Nanuueto, i BOHa, NepenIrHyBLUM Yepes3 OropoXKy,
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3HUKNA.

Mpuroaa 3 KiWKo HaAcTopoXKuaa Makca. BiH 3 ocTpaxom no-
AYMaB, WO MOro njiaH CbOroAHilHbOI onepaLii Mae AeaKi He3HaYHi
BaAn. Ane, OCKi/IbKM WOCb 3MiHIOBATK 6YN0 3aMi3HO, TO HiYOro He
33a/MLWANOCD, AK CMOAIBATUCL Ha Kpalle.

Copoka 'pr3a noBepTanaca 3 pUHKy 4oaomy. BoHa He nocni-
Wwana, BAMXAKUM CBiXe NOBITPA Ta /Iy3ar0umM HacCiHHA. JJopora Ao ii
AOMIBKM AKpa3 npoxoamna 6ins Hesennukoro kade. Ctoan BOHa
YaCTEHbKO 3aBepTasa, Wob NonUTM AyXMAHOI KaBM 3i LLUMAaTOYKOM
TopTy. MN06auYnBLLIM Ha KPaMHbOMY Bif, A4OPOTN CTO/INKY BENNYES-
HOro TopTa 1 WoKoNaaHy irypky, Npmsa po3rybaeHo 3ynmHMaach.

«LLlo 3a AMBMHA? — noaymana BOHa, Or1a4ak4MCb HABKONO.
— HeBrke XTocb 3abyB CBOIO NOKYMKY Ha CTOJI?»

lp13a HaBLNMHbKAX NigKpanaca 40 CTO/NKA, BigKpuna
LMpLIe CyMKy 1 3ibpanach B¥Ke 3aXoBaTu TyaM HebaudeHi nacou,,
ane CTO/IMK HecnoAiBaHo BiACYHYBCA Aani Big Oropoi. 34MsoBaHa
lpn3a Haxmaunaco, Wob yce-tTakm JOTATHYTUCb 40 HbOTO, Ta 3-Mif,
CTONA XTOCb FO/I0CHO 3aHABKAB, @ TOPT, LLLO 3HAXO4MBCA Ha CTO-
JINKY, panTOM 3aKBaKas...

CopoKa Ha MUTb 3aBMepAa.

— Uyp, uyp T06i, Heuncta cuna! — npomoBuna BOHa, 3a4-
KYHOUM Big Oropoi. 3pewToto, nepenakaHa pu3a YKypHyna B 3a-
POCTi NapKy.

— Xa-xa-xa, — po3scmianuca lMetuk 3 Jlisoto, cnoctepiraroum
32 NOBEAIHKOK COPOKM.

— Tc-c-c, Txo! — 3pasy K no4vynoco i3-nig cronnka. — Crogm
XTOCb HabaunxkaeTbeal..

CnpaBgai, 40 Kade NoBiNbHO NigiMWAKM ABa NONILENCbKUX.
OAuH, BUCOKMM LLLOCb PO3MOBIAaB, a APYrMi — TOBCTEHbKUM Ky-
MeaHO XMxMKaB. CxorKe, WO ue byan natpyabHi. byp posnops-
AVBCA NiACUNUTY OXOPOHY BYMLb Y 3B'A3KY 3 NOCTINHMMMU
Kpagi*KKamu B MicTi.

MoniuencbKi noBepHyAn A0 Kade 1 cinn 3a CToNMKaA Bia-
NoYnTH. IXHi CTONMK 3HaXOAMBCA NOPYY i3 TUM, Ha AKOMY 3Haxo-
amnuce MNeTuk 3 Jlizotro.
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— MornaHb, AKe ANBO Ha CTONi, — 3aroBOPUB TOBCTUM NONiI-
LEeNCbKUN.

BiH Haxunumeca 6aunxkye Ao J1isn, i noyaB yBaXKHO 3arnaaaTt B
il BeNMKi MOB Tapinku oui. Jliza ctapanacb 30 BCix cun, Wob He
MOpPraT, a BiH yce NPUANBAABCA 1 NPUANBAABCA.

— | XTO Ue PO3KNAAETLCA OTaKMM A0H6pOM? — NPOAOBIKYBAB
AVBYBATUCb TOBCTUI NoJiLleMCbKui. — [asai cnpobyemo no wma-
TOYKY, — 3anponoHyBaB BiH TOBapuwy. — f BXKe 3ronogHis, a 3a-
JIMLIATU e OTYT, Ha Hiy WwKoaa, 60 cobaku 3 Kilukamu PO3TATHYTb.

BiH AicTaB HOXWKa 1, 061M3y04YNCb, NOYaB BUOBMpPaTH micue
Ha TOPTi, Ae binblue KPeEMOBUX PO30YOK.

— 3ayeKal, — 3yNUHMB MOro Apyrnii noniuemncbkuin. — Mm
BCE XK Ha CNy»Kbi. 3axoBan HOXKa.

BiH, MabyTb, 6yB MeHLI NPUXUNbHUIA A0 CONOAKOrO, TOMY 1
Mir 403BOIUTM COBi OTaKy CTPUMAHICTb.

— A, MOXKe, A Bi3bMY XO4 OL0 LLOKONAAHY irpaLlKky Aitam?
BOHM B MeHe 060XHI0Tb LWOKoNAA, — TOBCTUM NOANILENCbKUIA No-
TArHyBsca go MMiHi.

— Croamn B Byab-AKY XBUIMHY MOXKe NOBEPHYTUCA rocnogap
uboro fobpa. Ak mm byaemo BUrNA[aTH B MOro o4ax? — 3HOBY
BTPYTMBCA TOBAPULL TOBCTYHA. — 3aCMOKOMCA M HIYOro He Yinan.
AKLWO He 3'ABUTbCA BNACHUK LUUX NpeaMeTiB, Toai 3abepeLu ix
AiTAM, Konn 6yaemo noBepTaTUCA Ha3aa.

MoniuencbKi, He nocniwato4yn, niwnwm, i NeTunk 3 Jlizoto 3 no-
NErWweHHAM NepeBenym nNogux.

«Hi, Le BOCTaHHE, KoM A Norogmeca 6yTn cAinMM BUKOHAB-
uem nnaHie Makca! — y»e BkoTpe 3 06ypeHHAM nogymas [eTuk.
— Xal iHWKM pa3om cam 06MaA3YETLCA KPEMAMM Ta LLOKOAAA0M, A
A ninwe 6yay xoBaTUCh NiA, CTONIOM, Y 6e3neyHomy micui. AKni 6ys
61 XKax, AK6M meHe 3abpaB OTOM TOBCTYH CBOIM rOIOAHUM AiT-
Kam».

JNi3a TaKoXK 3apas ycs Kunina Big, obypeHHA. Y Hei nepes,
o4YMMma M goci 6arWano ne3o HoXa NoniuencbKoro.

— MabyTb, fapeMHOo MU Lie 3aTiann, — po3noYvas BUKA3Y-
BaTW CBOI CyMHiBM eTuk, 3BepTatouncb Ao Makca. — Hikomy mun
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TYT He NOTPiBHI, OKPIM MOLLKapu Ta NaAKMX 40 CONOAKOro Moni-
uercbkmx. Moxe, nigemo goaomy, ra?

— KBa, KBa, — niaTpmMmana Jliza npono3mnuito HanapHMKa.

— 3acnokouTecs, 4oro po3KkBaKkanmcb! — po3apaTtoBaHo
rTPMMHYB Ha HMX Makc. — Yum Bam TaK yrKe noraHo? Bu 3apas Ky-
NaeTecb B Kpemax Ta WoKonaai. Mpo Take TiIbKKU MPIATU MOXKHa.
AKLWLO 3roNnoaHINM, TO A03BOAAK BIAKYCUTU MO LWMATOYKY OAUH Y
OAHOrOo M NiAKpPIiNUTUCh.

— KBa-a-a, — 3 roToBHiCTIO BiarykHynaco Jlisa. NNoBepHys.-
wncb o lNMeTuka, BOHa po33aBuKaa poTa.

— He TopKalica ao meHe, Jlizo! — 3akpunyaB nepenakaHum
MNeTuKk. — Tu, cnpasai, 34aTHA Pa30M i3 LLOKO1IaA0M i MeHe npo-
KOBTHYTM.

MoK TOYMAUCH Ui PO3MOBMU, MicALLb 3aMLLIOB 33 XMapy. Ha-
BKPYrY CTan0 TEMHO, i HaBiTb 3A4iMHABCA HEBENIMYKUI BiTepeLb.
Mopyu i3 3aroporketo 3a40Branm Ymicb Nedb YyTHI KPOKW.

— Ue niBrogmHm noyatyemo i 6yaemo 3abupatuch retb
3BiAcing, 60 A BXe 3aaybiB nig, ctoioM, — 3MUNOCEpAUBCA HaA Mi-
aoniyHnmm Makc, ane Ha Moro NoAMB HIAKOI PaAoCTi y BiANoBiAb
BiH He nouvys.

MaKc BUrNAHYB 3-MiJ, CTONMKA i 0Toponis. Moro NoMiYHUKM
3HMKAN 3i CTONA, Haye IX KopoBa A3UMKOM 31uM3ana. CTpalwHa 340-
ragka npumycmna Makca cXonuTuch 3a nictoneta. BiH KMHyBcA B
OAMH BiK, y Apyruit, ane HaBKkpyrn 6yno NycTo i1 Hanpouya, TUXo.
30BcCiM po3ryb6/1eHUIN AETEKTMB NOYaB racaTv NapKoOM 1 FONI0CHO
3BaTM NOMIYHMKIB. BiH y po3nauyi HaBiTb 3UMHMB 6e3nagHy cTpinga-
HUHY.

MeTunK 3 J1i3010, ONUHUBLLMCHL Y MILLKY, Ha4Ye OHiMinuM Big, ne-
pensaky. [lyxe CNPUTHO XTOCb CXOMMB iX 3i CTO/INKA Ta 3aX0BaB Y
MiLLOK. JTi3a, OTAMUBLLUNCH, TUXEHbKO KBaKHYa, a eTuK Bce we He
MIr MPUIATK 40 TAMMWN.

HanagHuK, TprMatoum MillOK 3a CIMHOLO, WBUAKO KyAnUCh bir.
Mo xapaKTtepy 6iry mo»kHa 6ya10 3p03yMiTH, WO BiH MOMITHO Ky/b-
rae. Tak, ue 6yB came TOM 3/104i14, Ha AKOro BOHU NOJIOBANN.

«Ocb T0b6i 1 peTenbHO NiAroTOBAEHMI NAaH onepauii, — no-
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AymaB y po3navi Metuk. — Lo Tenep pobutn? HesKe oTak 6e3-
CNaBHO i 3aKiHYNTbCA HaLwa 3 J1i3010 AiANbHICTb AETEKTUBIB?»

BKiHUi-KiHUiB, MeTnK wocunm 3aBepewas. Maixe ogHoO4YacHO
ob6i3Banach 1 Jliza, 3aKBaKaBLUM TaK rONOCHO, WO B MeTnKa ax y
BYXaXx 3a[3BOHMAO. IXHil BUKpaaay, MOYyBLLM 3a CMIMHOIO TaKuii Be-
Peck, 3ynMHUBCA. Ane TibKK Ha MuTb. CxoxKe 6y0, Wo 1oro
OAHVM KPUKOM He Ha/IAKa€ELL.

«Hi, a Tak npocTo He niggamcal» — nogymas MeTnK. He pos-
AYMYIOYMN, BiH LLLOCUIM LUTOBXHYB JIIKTEM TyAM, Ae Mmana bu bytu
CNKWHa Kpagiq.

Tenep y»Ke iXHiM NPOTUBHMK 3aBepeLLas i 3ynnuHmeca. e pa3
NPOTUBHO 3aKPMYaBLLUM BXKe Bif, 3/10CTi, BiH pO3MaxHYB MiLLKOM Ta
3aKMHYB MOro Kyamucb nogani sig cebe.

MiwoK ynaB y Boay, i Bogoima byna ranbokoto. NeTuk 3
Ni30t0 BNEBHUAUCSA B LbOMY, KOJIN, NPOPBaBLUM MiLULKOBUHY, BUO-
panucb Ha BoAtO. MeTuK 3pasy K yxonueca 3a nany J1isn, nogymkm
pajairoum, LWo came kaba ABNAETbCA MOro HanapHuueto. J1isa, 38u-
YyaliHo, 6e3 TpyAHOLLIB BUM/IMAA Ha NOBEpPXHIO i BOHM Baarono-
Nly4HO BMbpanuck Ha beper.

TTpopourtso nanyru Basu

®iHaHcucT Jar ctoas 6ina po3ynHEHOro BikHa, cnocTepi-
ratouym 3a HAaMMaHUMM POBITHUKaMK, AKI TPYAUAUCE Henoanik, by-
AyIouM BUCOKOro Mypa. Mlomy yxe 06pnano nepexosyBaTChb Bif,
noaen. BiH 3 KOXXHMM gHem yce binblue BTpayas HaAitlo Ha Te, Lo
3MOMKe 3a/IMLNTK OCTPIB Ta NOBEPHYTUCb A0 MICTa, A0 3BMYANHOTO
PO3MIipEHOro PUTMY KUTTA.

OcTaHHi HeBAayi HaliMaHMX areHTiB Ay»Ke 3aCMyTUAn horo. 3
uiei npuunHm Aar nepebysas y rAnbokin genpecii. [isHaBWwuCh, Wo
Moro HaliMaHU,j 3arMHyNu Bif, NPUrOTOBAEHOI HUMM K BUBYXiBKM,
diHaHCUCT BTPATUB YCi HaAil Ha NOBEPHEHHA A0 MiCTa.

— COHUe CborogHi NpUMiKae, He XO4ETbCA HABITb BUXOAUTHU 3
AOMYy — nepepBas po3gymu [ara noro rictb — agsokart Lura. BiH
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[aBHO BXX€ He HaBigyBaBCA Ha OCTPIB, 40 CTapOro ToBapuua.

— Hivoro, nepeHouyeTe B meHe, — [ar, ciBwuK B Kpicno, B3AB
3i CTON1A YALLKY 3 MNApYyHOYO0I0 KaBo. — A Ha LbOMY OCTPOBI Haye
NONOHEHWN. A LLLO B MicTi pobutbea?

— Y MmicTi AKpas yce HopmasibHO. A ocb ik Ham byTn? — Lllura
HaBMaKu, NigHABCA 3-3a CTONA W NiAiNLWOoB A0 BikHa. — BicTel Big,
I3abennu Hemae. Yci moi 3ycunns, wob ii BiglyKaTn, BUABUIUCH
OAPEMHUMM...

— Kap-p-p-ayn, Mu TOH-H-HEMO! — panTom No4YynocChb 3 TEM-
HOro KyTa Kim-
HaTW. 3pasy X
3BiATINA, TOIOCHO
Xn0nato4m Kpu-
Nlamu, 351eTiB Be-
MKW nanyra.

Lnra axx
oToponis Big He-
CNoAiBaHKU.

— 3amoBuy,
6yab nacka, Baso!
— [lar nosepHyB
ronoBy 40 na-
nyru, AKUM cis
Momy Ha nneve.

— He 3BepTaiite
yBaru Ha uboro
KPUKANBOIO

nTaxa, — 3acno-
KianBO 3Bep-
HyBcA BiH go Wwnrn.

Manyra 3'aBmuBcsa B [lara HeaaBHoO. HixTo He 3HaE 3BiAKiNA BiH
npunetis. OgHoro Beyopa, konm Aary 6yno oco6anMBo cymHo, na-
nyra 3aneTiB y BigYMHEHE BIiKHO, i CiB 34MBOBaHOMY GiHAHCUCTY Ha
nneve.

— Ycim Ha Bepx-x-xHto nanyby!.. — 3HOBY 3aKpu4yas nanyra,

126



PO3Maxytoum TO BBEPX, TO BHM3 r0/I0BOIO.

— BiH, cx0Ke, KONMCb HanexxaB MOPAKOBI, 60 Tenep ayKe
4acTo 3raflye NP0 MOPCbKi NOA0POXKiI, — 3aCNOKINAMBO PO3'ACHIO-
BaB [lar, 3 HiKHICTIO NOrNAZayM Ha nanyry.

LLlnura, 3acnoKOIBLWINCL, NPOA0BXKYBAaB PO3MOBY:

— Bam TaKoK, MabyTb, He 3aTULIHO Ha LbOMY OCTPOBI i XO-
yeTbCA A0 Ntoaen. He 3aropoaKyBaTUCh e BaM Bif, CBIiTY «KUTal-
CbKOIO» CTiHOIO?

— Tak, A HacnpaBA4j BMPILLMB YKPINUTK CBil OCTPiIB BUCOKNM
Mypom, — [ar rnAaHyB Ha 03epo, Ha bepesi AKOro i po3noyannco
byaisenbHi poboTn. — bBo 6e3neka — Le ronoBHe AN meHe. A
NOTIM LLOCb NPUAYMAEMO, MOXKETE He CYMHIBAaTUCD.

Came 3apas Ha npoTuaexkHomy bepesi o3epa BignoymBsas 3i
cBOiIMM NomivHMKamu Makc. Boga B 03epi byna Tennoro Ta YACTOLO.
[obpe BMKynaswuco, MeTrk 3 Makcom, Bubpanuco Ha beper, a
Ni3a, KBakatoum, xntonanacb aani. Lle 1 HegmsHo. bByayun Kaboto,
BOHA MOT/1a X/1t0NATUCb BECb AEHb.

MeTuK BUTATHYB i3 CYMKW ra3eTy, afie YnTaTu il He cTaB. BoHa
nomy 3Hagobunacs, wob NPpUKPUTK roN0BY Bifg, COHUA.

MepesiBWKY Nnornag Ha rasety, Makc pantom 3ragas, Nnpo 3a-
MITKYy, IKYy HeZIaBHO BUYUTAB Yy ra3eTi. laocsa Tam Npo iCTOPUYHUMN
My3e# ixHboro micta. LLlacnmea aymka, nos'asaHa 3 my3eem, npum-
MyCUIa AEeTEKTMBA WBUAKO NiAHATUCH. [eTUK 34MBOBAHO MAHYB
Ha HbOTO, a/1e 3aNUTaTh WoCb He BCTUT, 60 Makc Bunepeams Moro
M Cam CXBU1bOBAHO 3aroBOPUB:

— Y1 He HaBigaTUCb HaM CbOrOAHI A0 iICTOPUYHOTO My3eto, AK
BU AyMaETe?

BiH rAAHYB Ha NOMIYHMKA, | B TOMY nornagi NeTuk symis npo-
YUTATM, LLLO MOTr0 HEBFAMOBHMWI Ha4ya/IbHMK 3HOBY 3a4yMaB AKUNCb
YeproBuii «reHiaNbHUM» NnaH.

— Bwu X cami 4OKOpAAN MeHi, Wo A He Typbytocb Npo Balle
KyNbTypHe A03BinnA, — MaKc 3ameTyLWwmnBCcA, 04Aratounch, i N03BaB
Nizy.

Myse# 3HaxoanBca B cTapin popTel,, 3alimaroum ABa Hese-
JINYKUX NpUMiLLeHHA. Lle 6yB HaBiTb He My3el, a Wocb noaibHe Ha
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CK/TAZICbKe NPUMILLEHHS, Ae nexanu B 6e3nagi puuapcbKi natu.
CxoxKe, W0 MicbKa BNafa He AyXe nepermaeTbca npobaemamm
Lboro 3aknagy. OXopoHAB My3el CTapuia NiACAINYBATUM LLYpP Ha
npi3aBucbko KynoH. 3apnnaTtHio Momy BUNAAYyBanu HeperyaspHo,
Tomy KynoH, wo6 sikocb nporoayBaTncb NOrpmu3 mame Bci ge-
peB'aHi mebni myseto. BiH, MabyTb, norpus 6u1 i1 eKcnoHaTn, AK6m
BOHM He Bynn 3ani3HMMMN.

Ocb came 3ani3Hi pyLapcbki n1aTn 1 3auikasman Makca. BiH
noAymas, L0, OAATHYBLUMCD Y Lie 3ai3A44A, MOXHa CMiNMBO aTa-
KyBaTM OCTPIB. Ix He 3MOXyTb NoKycaTtu [larosi NcK, i HaBiTb KyAi He
Npob'toThb Le YHiKanbHe BOPaHHS.

MeTuk 3 Jlizoto 6yam He B 3axBaTi Big HOBOI igei cBOro Hayaslb-
HUKa. MporyntoBaTUCb Ha TaKil XKapi B 3a/1i3HUX NaTax He BENbMU
NPUEMHE 3aHATTA. Ane BOHM 3HaNU, WO cnepeyaTmcb 3 Makcom y
noaibHomy BMNagKy — cnpasBa AapemMHa.

bina Bxoay A0 my3eto BOHM Nobaumam KynoHa, AKMA MUPHO
cnaB, CMASAYM Ha CTinbui. /liza Haxuamnacb A0 HbOro, Wob po3by-
AnTK, Ta Makc 3ynuHmB ii. BiH 3acymHiBaBcA, Y4 noroguTbcs Lem
LLYP BMAATU iM Ha AEeAKMIA Yac CBOT eKCNOHaTK?

AKpas y uto xBuAmMHy KynoH po3natowms 3acnaHi odi. MNoba-
ymsLK Nepes coboto Kaby, BiH 3aKpUYaB:

— leTb 3Biacina! MeHi TyT Xab Tinbku He BUcTayano! Camomy
HiYoro icTu...

MobaumsLum we aBox ocib, KynoH nom'aKkwas. BiH 3a0ra-
AaBCA, WO Le BigBiayBadi my3eto, a CHoAN AABHO HIXTO He HaBiay-
BABCA, TOMY JIMLIHA KOMNiNYMHA 32 KBUTKM MOMY He 3aBaguna b.

— 3axoapTe, byab Nacka, 3axoAbTe. Y Hac AyKe rapHui
Mmy3eit. Ocb NOrAAHbTE, AKI YyA0BI TYT €KCNOHATW... — BiH NiAHAB i3
NigN0rM NOKPUTUIN NUOKOK0 PULLAPCBKNUI WOAOM. — TaKoro Bu
Hige 6inbwe He nobauuTe...

MouyBLN, WO NPUBYI XOUYyTb B3ATM €KCNOHATU HaNpoKar,
KynoH cnouaTKy 3anpydascs, ane He HafoBro. Mloro nepekoHanm i
rpoLwi, ki nomy 3anponoHyBaB Makc, i NoCBiAYeHHA AeTeKTMBA.

Y NiTHIN CNEKOTHMI AeHb, TPUMAKYM 3a0i3HUMUM NaTaMu,
iWM ByAMLE MicTa Tpm 0cobu. Ha wonomax y HMX po3BiBanochb
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pO3KilWHe nip's, a nepes coboto Li AMBAKU TPUMAN BENNYE3HI,
Ba*KKi COKMpPU. 34MBOBaHI NepexorKi MOKasyBa/iM Ha HUX NaabLAMMK
Ta cmianuca. Lle suposuie cnpasai 6yno KymegHMm, ypaxoByroum
CTpalHy cneKky. HaTaryBatn Ha cebe BarkKe 3an1i30 B TaKy Xapy Mir
TiNbKM BOXKEBINbHUN.

Came TakMmm 60XKeBINIbHUMM 1 NOYyBan 3apa3 cebe MNeTuk 3
Ni3oto. HoBa iaen ixHbOro HayanbHUKA 3HOBY BUABK/IACb, M'AKO Ka-
*Kyuu, HeBaanoto. IMiT CTpyMKamu CTiKaB i3 HUX, 3a/1MBatouM oui. Ha
achanbTi 32 HUMK 3aAULWANUCH MOKPI cnign. | 3a WO Taky Kapy
BOHW 3MyLUEHi bynu Tepnitn?

Ix oToumna 3rpas 6pogaumnx cobak. F0ONOCHO raBKatum, co-
6aku xananucb 3ybamum 3a 3ani3Hi natu. Cobak 3amiHMNA He MeHLwa
3rpan ranacamBMx Mastokis. Li noyanm »KOypnsatn B puLapiB KaMiH-
HAM. I3 Wwonomy J1ian KamiHeub 3pi3aB PO3KilWHY Nip'iHy, a MNeTuk,
OTPMMABLLM yAap KAMEHEM Mo WOoI0MY, iefb He 3Ba/IMBCA Ha
3emnto. ['yn Big yaapis no 3anisy 6yB TakMM, LWLO Big, HbOro 3aKkna-
Aano Byxa.

OanH MakKc cTiliKo BUTpMMYyBaB NoAibHi 3HyLWaHHSA, byay4mn
BMEBHEHMM Y CBOIl NPaBoTi. Tpeba, B KiHLi KiHLiB, BUPILINTM NPO-
6aemy 3 TUM OCTPOBOM i 3 camum [arom. BoHu, He ANBAAYMUCD Hi
Ha LWL, yCe X HanaayTb Ha HEHABUCHWI OCTPIB | BUMKEHYTb 3BiATINA
NPoTMBHMKA! BUKeHyTb, abo 3armHyTb!..

HeBaoBs3i miX AoMiBKaMu NoKasanock o3epo. MNepenpasu-
TUCb Ha OCTPiIB MOXHA 6Y/10, CKOPUCTABLUNCH CTAapPEHBbKUM prnbanb-
CbKMM Hbapkacom 606pa CtoBbypa. [leTeKTMB pBaBCA HEFamHoO
nepenpasaATUCL, ane MeTUK 3ymiB MOro BigMOBUTU Bif, TaKoi No-
cniWHoCTI. Lla rapaykoBicTb morna ix norybuTn. Jlinwe go4yekatucb
HOYi, @ NOTiM HanacTu HecnoAjiBaHO. 3a BCiMa 3aKOHaMM BiliCbKO-
BOI TAKTUKM 1 HaBiTb CTpaTerii, nnaH [eTuka maB CBOI NnepeBarw,
Tomy MaKc norogmeca TPOXu NoTepniTu.

PewTy aHA BOHM NpoBenu B odici B NPUrOTYBaHHAX, HAUYM-
CTUBLUM A0 6AMUCKY NaTh. A KO HAaCTyNuUAa Hi4, CTOMAEHi BOiHM
HecnoAiBaHO MNOCHYNM.

BakKo 3apa3 cKa3aTu, Lo iM CHMAOCA. IXHi CHM nepepBas
cepen HoYi SKMNCb NOTYXKHUM TYPKIT, WO AOHOCMBCA 3 03epa.
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MakKc, NPOKMHYBLUMCb, MOAYMAB, WO Le ryPKIT iXHboro 60to 3 oxo-
poHusmu Aara. Llen 6in HacnpaBai MOMY TiNbKU-HO CHMBCA. A
MeTuK, AKUI pigKo 6a4nTb CHU, NiQBIr A0 BiKHA 1 FOJIOCHO 3aKpU-
YyaB:

— BynkKa-a-aH!.. Tam — BMBEpPXKEHHA BYAKaHy!..

TpaauuiviHe cBaTO micTa

TpaguuiliHe cBATO MiCTa NPOX0OAMAO, AK i PiK HAa3a4 ypo4yucTo,
ry4Ho Ta Beceno. OcobimBoro 3abaps/ieHHA CbOrogHILWHbOMY TOP-
}ecTBy A006aBAAN0 BECiNNA BiAOMOro y MicTi geTekTnBa Makca 3 I3a-
6ennoto — A0YKOK HE MEHLU BigOMOro aasokara LWurn.

Yci aAkocb 3abyiM Npo HegaBHI *KaxMBi Noaji, AKi Bigbyancs Ha
ocTpoBi. PO3noBiAaloTb, WO BY/IKAH MakKe MOBHICTIO 3pyMHYBaB
ocTpiB. BiH 6yB cnpoBOKOBaHWI OYAiBHULTBOM C/AaBHO3BICHOrO
Mypy. Take Benuke 6yaiBHMLTBO MPUCKOPUAO NiA3EMHI Npoueck, i
OCTpiB BUOYXHYB BY/IKAHOM. 3 YCiX MeLUKaHLiB OCTpOBa AMBOM 3a-
JVILLIMBCA B MBUX OoaMH Anw diHaHcumeT [ar. Moro nanyry Takox
HiIbK gecb 6aunnun, ane To, MOXKINBO, YMNICb BUTaAKN.

®iHaHCKUCT, He cTepniBLWK NoAibHOro yaapy, CepMmo3HO 3axXBo-
piB. BiH 3HaxoAMBCA 3apa3 y MicbKiit nikapHi ana 60xeBinbHMX. Moro
HaBigyBaB He Tak gasHo LWura. BiH po3nosiaas, wo [ar He Bni3Hae
HiKOro, BUKPUKYHOUYM BECb Yac AUBHI cnosa: «[onyHap-p-p-pal.. Ceu-
CTaTu BCiX HaBe-e-epx!.. Ham KiHe-e-e-up!..»

A CBATO NPOA0BIKYBANOCH, N'YPKOYYYN MY3UKOIO, BECETUM CMi-
Xom Ta peepBepkamu. CTONN, HAKPUTI CBATKOBMMU CKaTEPTUHAMM,
NOMUANCA Bif, PiI3HOMAHITHMX HAaMOIB Ta 3aKYCOK.

3 KyXHi Ha Bi30YKY BUKOTUN TPAAULLIMHWNIA CBATKOBUIM TOPT.
MaKcy npuraganvcb ToropidHi noaii, nos's3aHi 3 Toptom. Toai no-
cTpaxaano 6arato rocten, i B neply Yyepry — mMoro mambyTHil TecTb.
JeTeKkTnB KpagbKoma riaHyB Ha LLury, ane Tol, cxorke, y»Ke 3abyB
Npo TOAILWHI npuroam.

Yce K 6e3 npurog He 06iWNOCL M Ha LbOMY CBATI. XTOCb i3 Yye-
NAAI HEHAPOKOM MOMITMB, LWLO 3i CTONIB 3HMKAKOTb HAWAINLWI CTPaBM.
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3HWKaNN BOHU He Kyau-Hebyap, a nig ctonun. BiH cnosicTuB npo ue
OoxopoHuiB. Ti He 6e3 TpyAHOLLiB, Ta BCE K 310BUAKN Kpaaia. Ynii-
MaBCA BiH AKPA3 Nig TUM CTONOM, 33 AKMM cuainmn Makce 3 [3abennoto.

TaeEMHUYUM 3104i€eM, AKNIN po3bypxaB KpagiKKaMmn Bce MiCTO
" He 3n5IKaBcA 3'ABUTUCb HABITb TYT, byB A06pe BiAOMMUIA y CBOIX KpY-
rax areHT — besKanicHMin. Konm oxXxopoHLi BUTATHYAM OrO 3-Nig,
CTONa M NoKasanu MaKcy, AeTEKTUB BiJ, HECNOAIBAHKN CKPUKHYB.
Ocb, BUXOANTb, KOrO BOHM 3 MOMiIYHMKaMM TaK A0Bro Ta 6e3ycniwHo
NoBunn.

Burnagas KOAMUWHIN HaMMaHeupb piHaHcucTa [ara xKantorigHo.
MoKnnBo, came i3 L€l NPUYNHU, @ MOXKE, 3aBAAKM CBATKOBOMY Ha-
cTpoto MaKc BMpiWMB NPoHaYnMTK areHTy Moro NPoBuHU. BiH nogy-
MaB, Lo TakUi JocsiavyeHnit 60eupb, Sk BesxKanicHMn, moke cTaTu
we B npurogi. Nonepeay B AeTekTBa 6yn10 HEMANo cnpas., i r0JI0BHA
— OYUCTUTK MmicTO Big 6aHau MNepeBepTHA. MNepeBepTeHb Xo4 i Npu-
TUX Ha AKMICb Yac, afie CNoAiBaTUCD, L0 BiH PAaNTOM CTaB HEBUHHUM
ATHATKOM He 40BOAUOCH.

— J1oBiTb, N0BITb MOro! — 3HOBY NOYYAUCb KPUKMW, | BCi NpU-
CYTHi nornaHynu Beepx. Hag, CBATKOBMM CTONIOM }KUBUM Ta HEYLLKOA-




*KEHUM KpyrKnas nanyra Basa. Cxoxe, WO BiH 3roN04HiB, MOHEBI-
PAYNUCH NicNA NoAi Ha OCTPOBI, @ TYT Ha CTOAX CTI/IbKM iXKi.

BaBa, MOKpPYXNABLUMK, CiB Ha CTin AKpa3 6ina monogoi napw. Mo-
BaYKHO KPOKYHOUMN MiXK TapiKaMu, BiH BiIKYCMB BEMKUI LUMAT TOPTY
1, rnaHysBwmn Ha Makca 3 I3abennoto, HecnoAiBaHO 3aKpUYaB:

— lipko-0-0-0! MonyHAap-p-p-pa, ripko-0-0-0-o!..

Kponuk Tletuk notpannse
y 6e3suxinHe cTtaHoBuLe

3Mma UbOro poKy BMAaNacb MOpPo3HOto. Lle B MoBHiM mipi
3apas BiguyyBanun Ha cobi NOMiYHMKM AeTeKkTMBa Makca, ski, npuTa-
IBLUMCH Nif 3aCHIXKEeHUM KyLLlem, CNoCcTepiraan 3a LOMOM BigOMOI B
MiCTi MeL,eHaTKn — naHi Kpy4KoBCbKoi. [OWKYNbHNUI, NPOHU3NUBUN
BiTEp NpumyLlyBaB KpoauKa lMeTuKa pas Big pasy KymeaHo niacKa-
KyBaTW Ta NpUCiAaTh, y Takuii cnocib 3irpisatoumcb. Ane i uboro BiH
He MaB NpaBa PobuTH, WOb6 He BUKPUTU MicLLe IXHbOT 3aCiaKu.

CnpaBa B TOMY, LLO i3 NPMBATHOI KOMEKLiT KapTUH NaHi Kpyy-
KOBCbKOi NoYann, AKMMOCb YAHOM, 3HUKATU HaMLiHHILLi eKCnoHaTW.
Tomy BOHa BMpiIMAG 3BEPHYTUCb A0 AETEKTMBIB, W06 NPUNUHUTK
noAibHuM rpabixk. A HaMKpaLLMM AETEKTUBHUM areHTCTBOM Y iXHb-
OMY MICTi BBaXa/10Cb areHTCTBO KOoTa Makca. Xou MakKc i He BBarKkaB
cebe cneujanictom B 061acTi 06pa3oTBOPUOro MUCTELTBA, YCe XK Big-
MOBMUTU aBTOPUTETHIN Y MIiCTi MeLLeHaTL,i He Mmir.

MapTHepwu MeTrnka — Kaba Jliza i 4obpe BigOMUI y CBOIX KpY-
rax areHT bes»anicH1 TyanMauncb 3apas o4AnH 4,0 O4HOro, TAaKOXK No-
Tepnawyu Big xonoay. 3HaXOANAUCL BOHM Nif, KYLLEM YXKe rOAMHU
4OTUPM.

MaKc 3anunwmnBeca, 38M4aiHo, B odici. BiH, 3py4yHO BlalITyBaB-
LWKCb Y Kpicni, NiHMBO Nepernaaas CTOPIHKNU FNAHLLEBOTO XypHany i
CMaKyBaB rapAyoto KaBoto. [leTuk B ubomy 6yB ynesHeHUM, fobpe
3HaKUM CBOrO HaYaNbHUKA. BiH Ha MUTb yABMB, AK NAPYE B YaLleyLli
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rapAaunia Hanin, i gyxe 3asgpus MakKcy, AKMIM NOCMNaB CBOIX Nigaer-
JIUX Ha NoAibHi 3aBAAHHA, 30BCiM He Typbyrouncb NPO IXHE 340P0B’A.

Heseceni gymku lNMeTnka HecnoAaisaHo nepepsana Jlisa:

— MNocnyxan, MNetnky! A nponoHyto, Wob mn 3 besom wWeKU-
NEeHbKO 36iranun go odicy i NpuHeCaM B TepMOCi rapsavoi KaBu Ta We
4Orocb CMA4yHeHbKoro. K TM Ha ue amsuwca?

FonoBa J1i3an Byna NoOBHICTIO 3aMOTaHa B NyxHAcTui wapd, 3-
nif, AKoro BUrnaaanu i BenuKi ovi. MNetuk amyweHnin 6ys norogmutmch
Ha LII0 NPOMNO3MULit0, OCKiNIbKM CaM Biaay4aTUCb He maB npaBsa, by-
OY4M TONOBHUM BigNOBIAAIbHMM 32 pPe3y/ibTaTM CbOrOAHILWHbOT PO3-
BiAKM. OTpmaBLum A,03BiA Big MeTuKa, Jliza i besxanicHUM MUTTEBO
3HUKAIM 32 KyLLEM.

Ni3a Ha3mnBana bes)kanicHoro — be3s, un we Kpawe — bess,
60 i BaXKKo 6y/s10 BUMOBAATU A0Bre M He3py4YHe Npi3BuLLEe NapT-
Hepa. MaKc NPUMNHAB LbOro areHTa Ha poboTy, BpaxoBYyHUMU, LLLO TOM
CNaBMBCA KPYTUM i cnpaBai 6e3KanicHUM A0 CBOIX MPOTUBHUKIB Xa-
paKTepom. Jliza 3pa3y K B3Ana HaA HOBMM CniBPObITHMKOM wed-
cTBOo, 60 BBa)kana cebe B)Ke [0OCTAaTHbO aBTOPUTETHOK W
[A0CBIAYEHOIO B iIXHbOMY areHTCTBI

3annwumswKncb cam, MNMeTuK yBaXKHO NPUANBAABCA 3apas Ao
BiKHa 3 BiA4YMHEHOW POPTKOLO, 3BiAKN NPOHMKAB HA30BHI rycTUI nap.
MeTrK yaBMB CObI, LLLO TaM KyXHSA, i HA NAUTI 3apa3 Napye KacTPy/bKa
3 rapAYMM Cyrnom Ha Kypavomy bynbioHi, AKMIM BiH ocobamBo no-
Nnob6naB. BiH HaBiTb NOTArHYB NOBITPA HOCUMKOM, ane Ao BikHa 6yno
AanevyeHbko, ToMmy NeTUK He CTPMMaBCA M HULWIKOM HanpaBuMBCA
6AnKYe 40 AoMYy, 33 AKMM CNiAKYBaB.

PanTtom y KBapTupi Kpy4KoBCbKOI YBIMKHY10Cb CBiT/10. LiAa 06-
CTaBWMHA MO0 HaCTOpOXKUANa. BiH noaymas, WO Yy AiM AKOCb NPOHUK
TOW 3/IOBMMUCHMK, Ha AKOrO BOHM TaK AOBro NoatTb. bo XTO X iwe
Mir Tam xoanTn? Kpy4yKoBCbKOi foma He Byno, e BOHM 3HAAM A0-
CTOBipHO. BoHa no-n’aTHMUAX 3aBX AW BiABiAyBaia onepHU TeaTp.

MeTnk 3abpascA Ha NapKaH, NOTiIM, CXONMUBLLMCb 33 KapHU3
AOMY, MiATArHyBCA i 3a3MPHYB Y BiKHO. Ha cBOE 34MBYBaHHA, BiH Mo-
6aunB BaHHY KiMHaTy.

«Lle TaKoXK HenoraHo», — 3paAisLWwm, NOAYMAB BiH.
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I3 Aywy namnacb Tenna Bo4a, Big, AKOI 3aM0TiNI0 CKAO Ha BiKHI.
NMpomep3nomy Ha By/MLi MOMIYHUKY AETEKTUBA *KaX AK 3aKOPTINO
3ani3TW Nig Tenai CTpymeHi Ta 3irpitmce.

«BpewTi-pewT, Makc 3apas, mabyTb, 3irpiBaeTbCA rapayoro
KaBO0, @ A YMM TipWnin?» — noaymas MeTuK.

BiH Biaxnnmne GpopTKy 1 OBONI CNPUTHO 3abpaBca BcepeamnHy,
LWBNAEHbKO PO3AATHYBCA | 3 HACOI0A010 CTaB Nig Tenamn gyw. O, ue
6yno cnpasXkHiM 61axKeHCTBOM. [ApHO HAMUAUBLUKUCD, [eTUK HaBITb
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NPUKPWUB OYi Big, HACONOAM, TA PANTOM NOYYB YMNCb CTPALUEHHUM
KpuK. Po3natowmnslum odi, NeTuK 3 }Kaxom ynizHaB MONOAY CNyXK-
HMUto NaHi Kpy4ykoBCbKOi. BoHa, MabyTb, BUpiWIMAa NPUAHATK AyL,
CKOPUCTABLUMUCDH BiZCYTHICTIO Xa3sMKM.

| AK BOHa 3ymina npobpaTnch B Aim, LLLO BOHMU ii HE MOMITUAN?

Akmn xax! o pobutun!? — po3srybumsca cnaHTennyeHuni no-
MIYHUK aeTeKTmBa. NpuKpmMBLLIMCL MOYanKoto, lNeTuK 3asepeLas Wwe
ryyHille 3a CAYKHULLIO 1 METHYBCA A0 BiKHa, ane, byayuum BxKe Ha-
MMUIEHUM, NOCKOB3HYBCA M ynaBg. LLIBMAEHbKO CXONUBLUUCH, BiH yce
X cnpobyBaB Nponi3TH Yepe3 GOPTKY HA30BHI, Ta YOMYCb 3aCTPSAB
Tam. MabyTb Tomy, WO TiNa, AK BiAOMO, Bif, HarpiBaHHA pPo3LWIKNpIO-
toTbCA, a MNeTuK BCTUT yXKe fobpe HarpiTUChb.

He po3gymytoumn, BiH MeTHYBCA KOPUAOPOM A0 KiMHaTH, a
NoTiM 40 A4PYroi, ane, AK Ha 3710, BiKHa B KiMHaTaxX BUABUAUCH 3arpa-
TOBAHUMM.

— A-a-a-a-ali... — WWe BigYanayLHilwe 3aBepeLLaB BigBarKHNM
NOMIYHUK aeTekTMBa Makca M, MeTHYBLUMCb Ha3aA, BiH BUOIr cxo-
AaMU Ha apyrui nosepx. Bia4MHmMBLIKM Tam BiKHO, [eTUK 3annwmBcA
CTOATU B HbOMY, YCe Le rosIoCHO Bonatoyu. Manratn BHM3 6yno 60o-
A3KO, a MOBEPTATUCD LLLe PA3 Ha OYi CAYKHUL B TAKOMY BUTNAALI BiH
COPOMMBCA.

Came uto KapTUHY 1 nobaunnu cyciam Kpy4ykoBcbKoi. BOHU Ha-
BiTb BM3Ba/M MONIiLi0, NOAYMABLUK, WO LEe Kpaai 3abpasca B Aim
3a KapTuHamu. TinbKM He 3p0o3yminio Byno, YoMy BiH ronuin, i Yomy
TaK ro/IoCcHO peneTye. Y:Ke 1 noniuia npuixana, i Makc 3 Jlizowo 1
be3som ycturam npyumuyaTty, a NeTuk yce CTOAB Y BiKHI, NPOAOBXKYOUM
rOpNaHUTK.

MoTim, KON BCe CKiHYMNOCb, MaKc foNnUTYBaB NOMIYHUKA,
4oro BiH Tak peneTyBaB. HeBe HanAaKaBca cayxHuui? Lo mir Bia-
nosictK Ha ue MeTuK? BiH i cam anByBaBCcA cBOiM noseaiHu,i. MNicas
Li€i npuroamn *}uTteni micta we A0Bro HaCMiXxaJIMCb HaA HEBAAY/IUN-
BMM MOMIYHUKOM AEeTEKTUBA.

Yce K 3amoBneHHs Kpy4yKoBCcbKOi Tpeba 6yno BUKOHYBATK 3a
6yab AKMX 06CcTaBUH, XO4 3p0bUTK Le BMABMAOCL Habarato Tpya-
Hile, HiXK yaBnanocb Makcy. ABTOpUTET MOro Yy0BOro areHTCcTBa
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Mir NOCTPaXKAaTn, TOMy AONYCTUTU LbOrO HE MOXKHa ByN10 Hi B AKOMY
pasi.

HacTtynHui4 nnaH no 3aTpumaHHIo Kpaaisa po3pobnasca ocob-
NMBO peTenbHo. Y odici areHTCTBa KMNina poboTa AeHb i Hiy. 3pew-
TOlO, AeTaNbHUIM NNaH onepauii 6yno 3aBeplieHo. Makc 403B0/IMB
NOMIYHMKAM TPOXM BigMNOYNTUN, @ KONU CTEMHIE, NPUCTYNUTU 40 BU-
KOHaHHA 3anaaHoBaHoro. [isTu NomMiYHMKam AeTeKTUBa NoTPibHO
6y/N10 aKypaTHO i piwyye, 60 we oaHy HeBaa4vyy Makc im He npoba-
YuTb. BupiwanbHy ponb B onepadlii 3HoBy Aopyunnu MNetuky. Makc
CyBOpPO nonepeamsB NOMIYHUKA, WOO Binblie HiAKMX po3aAraHb Ym
e AKMXOCb AYPHULb TON He pobus. [LocUTb raHbbUTHK IXHE areHT-
CTBO.

HacTynHa Hiy BuABMANACb Hanpoyvya TemHoto. Hebo byno 3a-
TATHYTE T'YCTUMKW XMapamMu, Yyepes AKi He Mir NPOHUKHYTU KoaeH
NPOMIiHYMK Mmicauga. MeTuk, Jliza i1 be3a obeperkHo 3abpanmch yepes
OropoXKy Ha noagip’a Aomy naHi Kpy4koBCbKOI i 3aTainnCb 3a BUCO-
KMM PO310rMM ACEHEM, MNNAKM AKOTO TOPKANMUCH aXK Aaxy cnopyau.
Came Ui€eto 06CTaBMHOKO MaB CKOPUCTATUCb CIPUTHUI MeTuK, wob
HenomiTHo aibpatncb A0 6anKoHy, | Tam 3aTaiTUCD.

Makc 6yB yneBHEHUM, WO caMe LiEl HOYi MatoTb NOLYNUTK
yeprosuii Weaesp i3 Konekuii KpyuykoBcbKoi. BiH petenbHo po3pa-
XyBaB, 3 AKMM iHTEpPBa/IOM HEBIAOMUI Kpadii pobuMB CBOIO CripaBsy,
i NPUNLWOB A0 BUCHOBKY, LLLO TPANIANOCH Lie Yepe3 KOMXKHUX LWiCTb
AHiB. Came cborogHi v 6yB LWOCTUIM AeHb NiCNA OCTaHHbOI KPa4iXKKMU.

MeTMK NoBMHEH cnpobyBaTK 3aTPUMaATU Kpaaia BcepeauHi
NPUMILLLEHHA, Ha MICLi 3104MHY, A AKLLO Le He BAacTbcA, To Jlisa 3
Be3om, 3a610KyBaBLIK BUXiA, i3 OMY, HAanNeBHE BNiMMatoTb MOro Tam.
3paBanoca, WO BpaxoBaHi BCi MOXAMBI HECNOAiIBAHKMK i, HapeLwTi,
MOXKHa byae cBATKyBaTU nepemory. Yepes 3aluTopeHi BikHa TpeTb-
Oro noBepxy Hali N1a3yT4nKM NobauMamn, Wo Tam XTOCb XOAUTb.

MeTuK 3i CNPUTHICTIO KilLKKM 3a/1i3 Ha AepeBo 1 obepexHo, Tpu-
Mal4YMCb 3a FifIKY, 3aNAUrHYB Ha 6anKOH. Y AoMi naHyBana TuLa.
Yepes BiKHO YyTHO BYN0 TiNbKW PUTMIYHE LLOKAHHA MAaATHUKA HACTiH-
HOro rogMHHMKa. BikHO, Ha WacTA, BUABWIOCb HANIBBIAYMHEHUM.
MeTnK, NPUroTyBaBLUM MiLHY MOTY3KY, AKOK NMOBMHEH MOB’A3aTH
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Kpagif, 3 KOMKOM: «ara, nonasca!» BiAYMHUB BiKHO...

Y KimHaTi, AK He AMBHO, CTOANA TULLIA, HABITb 3YNMMHMUIOCH L,0-
KaHHA rogMHHMKA. Ane panToBO BBIMKHYJ/IOCb CBIT/10, i CNaHTenye-
Hui MeTuK Nnobauns nepenskaHy TYIO X CAYKHULIO. BoHa, mabyTb,
3bupanacb naraTu cnaTu i cTosna 3apa3 po3asarHeHa 6ina nixka 3
LMPOKO BiAKPUTUMM Bij, }Kaxy o4MMa.

Ha MuTb y KimHaTi 3anaHyBana Hima CLeHa, a NOTiM Y HiYHin
TULWIi NPONYHaNo ABOroaoce:

— A-a-a-a-a-al!ll A-a-a-a-a-a-al!!

Cny»KHMUA, 3BU4ANHO, KpMYasia 3 Nepesisiky, a Yoro TaKk Bepe-
was lNeTuK, HaBiTb Ba*KKO CKa3aTu. MOKHa TiNbKM 340raayBaTUCD,
LLLO BiH 3aKpMYaB i3 AocCagmn, PO3yMitoum, Lo 3HOBY NOTPAnNMB y Npo-
CTaK, i Tenep MoMy B¥Ke He BAACTbCA YHUKHYTM NOKApPaHHA Big CBOTO
weda. Po3sepHyBLIKUCD, [1eTUK NepennrHyB Yepes nepuna 6ankoHy
M nonetis AOHN3Y, NPOAOBXKYHOUM BiAYaAyLLIHO BEpPELWaTH, i Matoumn
BCi WAHCK po36MTUCL A0 cmepTi. Ane BiH fapeMHO XBU/ItOBaBCA.
YHU3y Moro BniMmaB y HafiHi 06inmn areHT besxanicHUn, Sk
BCTWT MiAXOMUTU KOO Ha NbOTY.

Yce * pagitv 3 uboro npmsoay He 6yno vacy, 60 pantom i3
Nif4BaNbHOrO NPUMILLEHHA AOMY 3 LWANIEHUM FaBKOTOM BMCKOYMIO
KiZIbKa 3/1H0WMX NCiB, AKIi KMHYAUCb HAaBOAUTM MOPALOK Y ABOPI.
Tpeba ckaszaty, Wo naHi Kpy4ykoBCbKa, He Ay»Ke CNoAiBatovmnchb Ha
HAaMHATUX OeTeKkTuBiB, Nnpuabana 6inblw HafiMHUX OXOPOHLIB —
oumx ncis.

Y ABOpi HABKOJ10 AOMY MoYanacb CpPaBKHA NOroHA. BipHi no-
MIYHUKKM geTekTMBa MaKca YMmayK yTikaau, a po3antodeHi ncum ix Ha-
340raHAnN. | Takn Ha3gorHanu 6, ane AEeTeKTUBM, HECNoAiBaHO
HALTOBXHYBLUNCL Y TEMHOTI Ha TOrO X ACEHA, WBUAEHbKO 3anaur-
HY/IM Ha HbOTO.

LLlonpasaa, He BCi BCTUTAKM 3anaurHytu, 60 besxkanicHoro ncu
3yMinu BXONWUTK 3a N0y NAala, i Tenep Kpomcanm 3ybamu Ty oge-
UHY, Aobupatoumcb A0 camoro xassiiHa. [pisHuiA areHT besxanic-
HWUI BinOwWBaBCA HOramu BiA, HanagHWKIB, ane BOHM LbOro He
315Kanuch. | gyrKe BaxKKo Momy gosenoca 6, akb6u He Jli3a, AKa 3a-
Kpu4yana 3 gepesa:
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— be3sa! Ta noKaxu ncam CBOE «4ya0Be» IMYKO, | BOHU 3a1U-
WwaTtb Tebe B cnokoi!

Llieto nigkaskoto Jliza, mabyTb, BpATyBana »KUTTa besrkanic-
Homy. Mob6aumnBLIM MOro NOKPemMcaHe WwWpamamu 0b6anyya, ncu Ha
MUTb OTOPONIiNKN, a NOTIM, i3 *KanibHMUM CKaBy4aHHAM, 3aX0BaNUCb
Hasag 4o nigsany. Hesgaxmn-areHT, He 3BOJIIKAOYM, CNYCTUAUCD 3
AepeBa, NePENIUTHYNMN YePE3 OFOPOXKY M 3HUKAN OECh Y KYLLAX.

HacTynHoro aHA BCi MeLKaHLi MicTeyKa i3 3a40BONeHHAM 06-
roBoptoBanu Yeprosy HeBaauvy MeTtuka, aobasnatoum 6e3niy nikaHT-
HMUX noapobuub, AKI CTOCYBaZIMCb MOro CaMoro i CayKHuui. Yum
3pobuB MakKc sikicb BUCHOBKM Mic/iA Liei HeBAadi, Hesigomo. [lobpe,
LLLO BiH X04a 6 He 3BiNbHUB iX 3 PO6OTU.

MpoaoBXKyoumM M Hagani WoHoYi BapTyBaTK B caay b6ina gomy
MEeLLEHaTKM, Kpaaia BOHM TakuM BRiMann. HUMm BUABMAACH Ta XK CNYXK-
HUMUA, AKIN NaHi Kpy4yKoBCbKa NOBHICTIO A0BipAna. B ogHy i3 TeMHuMX
HOYEW CNYXKHMUA, TPUMAKOUKM Nepen coboto 3ropHYTY B PYJIOH YKpa-
OEHY KapTUHY, BUNAAKOBO HAWTOBXHYNACb Ha AeTeKTmsis. MNoba-
ymsLmM MeTMKa, BOHA, 3HOBY 3a 3BMUYKOIO 34iMHANA KPUK, ane Lboro
pa3y lNeTuK y BiANOBiAb HE CTaB KpuyaTW. BiH cnpuUTHO BNiimaB i i
MaNCTePHO HaAiB Hapy4YHUKKU. Makc, Jli3a 1 be3a HaBiTb He BTpyYa-
NCA, [,OBIPMBLLM TOBAPMULLY CAMOMY BUKOHATM 3aTPUMAHHA 3/10B-
MWUCHULL.

CnyHUUA BNawWTyBanacb Ha poboTy A0 Kpy4yKOBCbKOI, BUKO-
HytouMn 3aBAaHHA MepeBepTHA. BiH, A40b6pe 3HAUM LiHY KoneKuii
KapTUH MeLeHaTKK1, He Mir BigMOBUTM cOobi B 3a40B0/1IEHI 3aBO/1I0AITH
xo4a 6 yacTuHot uboro 6aratcTea. Ane MOro 310BiCHUM NaaHam He
[0BEeNoCb 34iMCHUTUCL, 60 1 TYT 3aBaANB LbOMY AeTeKTUB MakKc 3i
CBOIMW HAaCTUPHMMM NOMIYHUKAMMU.

Ta npo uen enizoa, AKUM Mir 61 ropaUTUCL BYAb-AKUIN AeTeK-
TUB, XUTeNi MicTa Yomycb 3abynun, a npo ronoro MeTuKa y BiKHI Ta
BCe iHLUe, po3MnoBigan oANH OAHOMY i3 3a40BOJIEHHAM. TaKa BXe
[LONA B CNPaBXHIX AeTeKTMBIB. IXHi ycnixu HiKoro He AMBYIOTb, a A0-
CTaTHbO Pa3 OCTYMUTUCD, AK 3PA3Y XK YCi MOYMHAIOTb NPO LLe rOBOPUTH
M NoKa3yBaTW Ha HeBAaXy NanbLEM.
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TTpuroaa Ha nicosi ranasuHi

KOBTEHbKMI MOKPUI IMCTOYOK HALOKYY/IMBO MEPEXTIB
nepea ounma NeTnka, 3aBakaroum MOMy cnocTepirat 3a nogiamm
Ha A0BOAI LUMPOKIM NicOBi NONAHI.

Ane B L0 XBUINHY HiYoro oco6anMBoro Tam He BigbyBanocs.
MocepeanHi NonAHU, NOTPICKYOYN, NaNano HeBennYke baraTrs, i
AKLLO B HbOr0 He MiAKMHYTM BY4AaCHO XMM3Y, baraTTa MoKe HeBaO-
B3i 3aTyXHYTW. MeTUK HETEPNENNBO OYiKyBaB TUX, XTO 1 NiATPUMY-
BaB BOroHb Yy 6aratTi. [1Bi TEeMHUX NOCTaTi BXKe AaBHEHbKO
BIANYYNANCH 32 XMU3OM. [1eTUK HaBIiTb YyB, AK BOHW AeCb HeAa-
JIe4yKo bpoaATb, 36MpatoUm Cyxi rinoYKM.

MakKc i3 noMmiYHUKamm BUTPATUAIN HEMASO Yacy, Wwob suchi-
AVTU Le TaEMHEe Micue, Kyam, AK iMm CTano BiJOMO, YaCTEHbKO
HOYaMM HaBiAYyBaABCA BAaTAXKOK }KOPCTOKOI BaTarun lNepesepTeHb 3i
CBOIMW HaMBIpHiWMMMK Nignernumm. BiH ocb-0Cb NOBUHEH OYB i
cam TyT 3’ABUTUCD.

Hesigomo, Yynm npurnaHynacb lepeBepTHIO UA HEMNPUMITHA
nonaHa. Moxe BiH TyT 3raflye CBOE faneKe ANTUHCTBO, AKe NPoNn-
wno B 6igHOCTI Ta NOHEBIPAHHAX. He BUKIOYEHO, WO LA NOMAHA 3
H6araTTAM, Ha AKOMY NeKNACb MOLyNAeHa B CYCiAHIX oropoaax Kap-
TONAA, We ToAi cayrysana Momy micuem Ans BiANOUYMHKY.

Ane BipHiwe 3a Bce, [NepeBepTeHb i3 MOMIYHUKAMUM Came TyT,
A€ HaneBHO HeMa XOAHOro BUNaAKOBOrO CBiAKa, 3aAyMyBaB CBOi
NiACTynHi naaHu. MakKc gy»Ke 3pagis, NposBigasLLM NPO L0 NONAHY,
60 niactynutuce go NMepeBepTHA B Moro Aobpe ykpinneHii oceni
He 6y/10 MOXXNMBOCTI.

o6 yninmaTtu 3n04nHLiB Makc po3pobus AeTanbHUMN i Ha-
AINHUIA NNaH. AKNXOCb HEeAONIKIB Yy LbOMY NAaHi roai 6yno i wy-
KaTu. HaBiTb MNeTuK, AKMN 3aBXKAM BiAHOCUBCA KPUTUYHO A0
4yeproBux 3aLyMOoK Lweda, He Mir Hi B HOMY 3anepeymnTi.

| ocb, came cborogHi Makc BMpIiLLIMB HAHECTU pillyYnii yaap
no 6aHAai NepeBepTHA, 3aXONMBLUX CAaMOT0o BaTaXKKa baHawu Ta 1ioro
HaMBipHiWKMX nignernunx. /1isa 3 BEIMKMM LUMATKOM MiLHOI pnbanb-
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CbKOIi CiITKM Npuryainachk Ha rinnAaui po3sororo gepesa, came Hapg, b6a-
raTtAm. BoHa o4ikyBana Ha curHan Big MNetuka. Tenno Big 6aratra
[0CArano ax A0 Hei, TOMy BOHa 3HaXx04MNACb B NiNWOMY CTaHO-
BULL HiXK il napTHepWn. BoHW mep3aun, 3aTaiBLUIMCL Y KyLLaX, @ BOHA
rpinacs, 3py4HO BAALITYBaBLUMCHL Ha TOBCTIM rinnay,i. i Tinbku ogHe
3apa3s XBW/IOBaNo, Wo6b, 3irpiBMCh, He 3acHyTK. Jli3a byna Bnes-
HEeHa, W0 CaMe Big, Hel Ta ii YiTKUX Ail 3aNeXnTb yCnix i€l Bignosi-
AanbHoiI onepadii. BoHa 3apa3 ay»xe nuwanacb coboro. Ocobamso
i npuemHo 6yno goBectn cBOEMY nianernomy — besi, wo came
BOHA € HalKpaLLMM areHToOM Y iXHboMy areHTcTBi. bo be3rKanic-
HUI, SK i1 34a10CA, HamaraBcA B OCTaHHIN Yac 3BiIbHUTUCH Bif, ii
OnNiKW i HaBIiTb BUNepeauTn ii, oTpumytoum Big Makca gyxe Bigno-
BiAaNbHI AOpYyYEeHHA.

Ocb i cborogHi MakKc gopyuuns besxanicHomy cnigKysaTu,
KO/M Nia’ine Ha CBOEMY PO3KiLWHOMY NiMy3uHi [epeBepTeHb. A AK
TiIbKWU BiH 3aINWNTb MaLIUHY, NiAKPACTUCA N NPOBUTM LLIMUIOM YCi
Koneca, wob He gat 6aHANTOBI *KOAHOIO LLIAHCY BTEKTU.

| BCe K, J1i3a BBaXKana, WO B HEl cCboroAHi HabinbLL BiaNOBI-
OANbHe 3aBOaHHA.

A Tenno Big 6araTTa BCe A0/IMHANO0 A0 Hei, i Jli3a BXe 30BCim
po3cnabunack Ta po3m’sikna Ha rinnaui. BoHa takm, mabyTb, 3a-
CHyna 6, ane came B L0 XBUANHY HA NONAHI 3’ABUIUCE MOMIYHUKM
MNepeBepTHA 3 BEIMKUMM 0bepemKamm xmusy. BoHu, po3nosi-
[AK04UN LLLOCb OANH OAHOMY, BECENO XiXiKanu, a, NigKNHYBLIN
XMM3y B B6aratTa, po3fAranca nopyd, odikytoum boca.

MakKc, 3Haxo4A4MCb HeZaneuko 3a Kyuiem, 6yB 3a40BONEHUA.
Yce nwno 3a noro nnaHom. baHAUTK, HIYOro He Nigo3prooYK, No-
BoAuNM cebe CNoOKiMHO. BOHM, AicTaBLIM 3 KMLLEHDb KiNbKa KapTon-
JINH, 3aHYPUAN iX Y YePBOHI BYr/IMKM Baratta Ta NpUKpUn
rapA4oro 301010.

Hepaneko nponyHaB curHan nimysmnHy MepeBepTHA, AKUIN Ha-
6aunxKascA. [MOMIYHUKM, 3pa3y K NOCEPNO3HILLABLUN, CXOMUIUCH HA
Horu. NepeBepTeHb NOABUBCA i3-3a AEPEB BECENMM i CXOXKE, LLO Ha
NigNUTKY.

Came B L0 XBUAMHY 11 NPO3BYyYaB YMOBHUM curHan Big, MNe-
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TUKA. BiH HEroNOCHO 3arykas nyravyem: «Yry-ry-ry-ry...»

MNepeBepTeHb HACTOPOXKEHO NOrNAHYB YBEPX... | OTOPONIB.
MpAMO Ha HbOTO, rO/IOCHO KBaKakouu, 3 AepeBa Nagana BenmyesHa
*aba.

Ni3a, novyBLM YMOBHWI cUrHan Big MNeTunka, 3ameTylumnnacs,
NMOCKOB3HYNACb M 3aMiCTb TOrO, W06 HAKMHYTU Ha BaHAUTIB CITKY,
cama, peneTyoumn Big Nnepenaky, noseTina BHU3.

Mob6aumsLum ue, NMeTuK i3 Makcom Ha XBUANHKY po3rybunucs.
Ta, 3pasy X, OTAMUBLLUMNCH, NOCNIWWAM Ha gonomory J1i3i. Ane came
Ta XBM/IMHA W [03BOIMAA BaHAUTAM MUTTEBO 30PIiEHTYBATUCH 1
3HUKHYTK B KyLwax. Koaum MeTuk i3 Makcom niabirnm go sce we ra-
nacytoyoi /1ian, Ha NoAsHI BXKe HiKoro He byno. binblwe Toro, Heaa-
JIeYKO NPO3BYyYaB 3BYK 3aBeAEHOro MOTOpa, i MalnHa, HabpasLumn
WBMAKICTb, BiaAannnach Bia micusa noain.

| TYT, HApewTi, Ha HMX 3BEPXY BNajia CiTKa. bopcatouncs, ae-
TEKTUB i3 MOMIYHMKaMM fe[Be 3Bi/IbHUINCH Bif, CBOEI X MACTKU.
MakKc HacCTiNIbKM PO3NOTUBCA HEBAAYELOD, L0 NOYAB HECAMOBUTO
naAuraTh no 6araTTio 1, He 3BePTatoUM yYBaru Ha oniku, KpuyaTu:

— AIK TM morna Take HaTBOpUTY, J1i30!? HeBKe Tak BaXKKO
6Yy/10 HAKMHYTU Ha HUX CITKY? YoMy 3amicTb LbOro TM cama nose-
Tina 3 gepesa, Ta WWe M 34MHUAA CTiNbKK ranacy?

BaraTTa BiH y»Ke 3aracuB i Tenep cToAB nepes, po3rybaeHnmm,
NPUCOPOMNEHMMMN MOMIYHUKAMU 1 AMMIBCA Big NiAropinoi ogexi.

JNi3a He 3Hana, Wo 1 BignocTn. BoHa BMHYBATO OnycTMAa oui i
ABa Pa3n TUXO KBaKHy/a. Lle morno o3HayaTy, Wo BOHa BUbaym-
Nnachb.

— | Hiyoro KBakaTu Ta BMbayaTucb! — NPOAOBIKYBAB NHOTY-
BaTW MakKc. — [le Ham Tenep iX WyKatn?

— A MO’Ke, MU e BCTUFHEeMO X Ha340rHatM? — noAas rofoc
MeTuK, Wob sKocb Po3psaaUTM 0OCTAHOBKY.

Ha noBepLueHHA BCbOro 3-3a KylliB 3’ ABMBCA be3xanicHUi.
Burnapas BiH po3rybneHo.

— A 3106010, WO Take Tpanuaocb!? — HaKMHYBCA BXKe Ha
HbOro po3ntoyeHmnn Makc. — Yomy T He NOpPBaB WWMHWU HA Konecax
TOro Knatoro nimysuHy!? A 3apas npumywy Tebe niwkn Hasgora-
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HATW iX...

| 6e3 uboro noHiBeyeHe 061144a besa BUrNALaN0 3apas Kax-
NvBo. BiH neab He NakaB, BUBEPTAOYM NOPOXKHI KMLWEHI naaLa.
CxoKe, WO BiH TakM 3arybuB y Kyllax Te 3/10WacHe WKo.

Obe3cuneHnit Makc npucis 6ina sracnoro 6aratra M noyas
NPYTUKOM BMKONYNYBATU i3 30711 BXKE CNeYeHy KapTonto.

— CipanTte, xo4 noBeyepsemo, — yxe 6inbw mnpontobHo 3a-
NPOMNOHYBAB BiH, PO3/1aMyOUM rapaYvy KapTOMnanHY.
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TTpukpun Bunaapok is TTetukom y
cepeAHbOBIYHOMY 3AMKY

KapHu3 byagnHKy, Ha AKOMY 3apas ctoABs [1eTuK, BUABUBCA
HAATO BY3€HbKUM, i 3HAXOAMBCA aXK Ha BEpXHbOMY nosepci. MeTnk
wocb noaibHe n nepenbayas, KoM MaKc KapTMHHO PO3MOBiIAaB
nomy, AK TyT byae 3py4YHO Ta AKUN LUMPOKUI el KapHus. byno
BiAUYTTA, LLLO MOr0 B Yeprosui pas 6e3coBicHO 06aypotoTb. Tak
BOHO ¢ cTtanocs. LLle 1 BiTep, AK Ha 6iay, 34iiHaBcA, ToMmy [eTuKky
3apa3 byno gyxe n oyrKe HECONOAKO.

Makc faBHO NiaHyBaB AKOCb MPOHUKHYTK B Lito ByAiBato,
CXOXKY Ha cepefHbOBIYHUI 3aMOK, 60 came U0 cnopyay npuabas
HepasHo MNepesBepTeHb. Tenep — e oro ocobucrta pesnaeHuin.
3aMOK BMINA4aB HACTIIbKM HEMPUCTYNMHUM, L0 NMPOHUKHYTU AKOCb
Tyan 6yno maiixke HEMOXKIMBO. Yce X, 3anuwaTu MNepesepTHA B
CNOKOI i TepNiTK Aani NOro 3HyLWaHHA HaZ MELWKAHUAMM IXHbOTO
micta Makc He 36MpascA. TUm nadye, WO B HbOrO € AOCTAaTHbO KMIT-
JINBUX NOMIYHMKIB, W06 BUPIWINTK Lo npobaemy.

B odici 3apas AKpa3 3HaxoAUNMUCb BOHM BCi. 3aliManmca XTo
4yum. Jli3a ocBorOBaNa a3n BONIOAIHHA NEPCOHAIbHUM KoMn'toTe-
poM. BMCYHYBLUM CBOrO 40Broro A3n4ka, BOHa CTapaHHO Knauana
Nasib4MKOM MO KNasiwam KnasiaTypu. AreHT bess, 3py4HO po3mi-
CTUBLLMCD Y KPiCNi, NepenncTysas CTOPIHKU FMAHLEBOIO XypHany.
A HanagocsiaYeHIWKWM cniBpobIiTHMK areHTCTBA — KPOAUK [eTuK,
BCTPOMMBLUM Y BYXa HAaBYLUHMKM, Ta NPUMPYKMBLUK Bif, 3340B0-
JIEHHA 0U4i, CNlYXaB AKYCb XiTOBY Meno4ito.

Came Ha areHToBi MeTuky Makc 3ynuHus cBiii nornaa. Momy
34anocs, wo MeTuk gaBHEHbKO BXKe He BUKOHYBAB AKOroCb Biano-
BiZanbHOro 3aBAaHHA. Tomy, W06 BiH 30BCiM He BTPATMB 3a/ULLKIB
npodecinHux 3gibHocTen, MaKc BUPILUMB NOPYLINTU L0 OPiCHY
iannito:

— Yn He nopa HawoMmy roIoBHOMY areHTy MeTuKy 3anHATUCD
CrnpaBKHiM ginom?

MeTMK BUCMUKHYB i3 ByX HAaBYLUHWKM 1 HAaCTOPOXKMUBCA. BiH
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[06pe 3HaB CBOro Haya/ibHMKA, TOMY YEKaB Ha YepProBsy MOro BU-
TiBKY, fIKa, AK 3aBX AN, 06epHeTbCA A/1A MOMiIYHUKA AEeTEeKTUBA Be-
JIMKUMWN HENPUEMHOCTAMM.

Tak BOHO 11 Tpanunock. MpuUannHyBLK 3apa3 A0 Kam'aHOI, Xo-
NOAHOI CTiHM 3aMKY, BiH HallynyBaB HOrOK XO4 AAKOICb Onopwu, ane
OAPEMHO.

[10 BepXHbOro noBepxy Momy BAanoca Bubpatmcb No BoA0-
CTiYHINM Tpybi, XO4 BOHA TaKOK Byna ipXKaBoto Ta HeHagiliHoto. Ane
[0 BiKHa, AKe ayrKe uikasuno MeTuKa, BiH MycmB npobupaTtnca no
KapHu3y. []o Toro X cTiHa uboro 6yauHKy 6yna rnagkoto, 6e3 eau-
HOT WNapuHKK. TpMmaKca xod 3a NosiTpA.

«Mponaay s oTyT 6e3cnaBHoO i, B3arani, 3agapma», — noay-
MaB y Bigyai NeTuk.

Yeprosuit NopmB BiTPY NiALWTOBXHYB MOro 30BCiM /IereHbKO,
ane uboro BMCTa4yunno, Wwob HewacHN NOMiYHUK AeTEeKTMBA BiA-
yyB, LLLO BCe-TaKM NajaeE.

— A-3-2-a-a-a-a-a, — ro/I0CHO 3aKPUYaB BiH, HE3BaXaKUMn
BXKe Ha KoHcnipauito. LLlo Momy A0 KoHcnipau,ii, Koan nig Hum
3apa3 be3o04HA B eKiNIbKa NOBEPXiB, a BHU3Y LLE 1 KaMiHHAM ycTe-
NleHa JopirkKa?

Ta B OCTaHHIO XBUJIMHY XTOCb CXOMMB MOTO 3a NOJY MiAMKaKa i
3aTArHYB Y BigYMHeHe BiKHO. Moro pATyBabHMKOM BUABMBCA Nij-
py4YHui MepeBepTHA — 340poB’ara mux. BoHu 3 MNepeBepTHEM
KpaZbKoma cnocTepiranm 3a cnpobamu MeTuKa aictatmcs 4o BiKHa,
32 AKMM 3HAXOAUIOCb CEKPETHE NPUMILLEHHSA 3aMKY.

3BMYaANHO, MOXKHa Byn0 M He PATYBATM LLbOrO HACTUP/INBOTO
Kpons Big nagiHHA. HaBnaku, noro Tpeba 6yno we 1 NigwToBXHYTH
BHU3, ane MNepeBepTHO BYI0 AyrKe LiKaBO 3HATU, AKUM YNHOM Y
MNOro HeMPUCTYNHY Pe3NAEHL,II0 3yMiB MPOHUKHYTU Na3yTYmK ae-
TekTnBa Makca.

Moku MeTnK npuxoams A0 TAMK, MOro NpmMB’aA3anm A0 CTiNbuA
M XNHOMHYAM Ha ronoBy xonoaHoi Boaun. MNobaumswm nepea coboto
TUX, 33 KUM BiH MaB CbOroZHi WnurysaTu, MeTuk posrybumscs.

«HeBxe meHe byayTb AONUTYBATU?» — 3 }KAaXOM NoAymMaB
BiH, cnocTepiratoum 3a giamm XXmmxa, AKMIM CNaBMBCA YMIHHAM
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LUBMAKO PO3B’A3yBaTK A3NKM CBOIM KepTBaM. Y MOro apceHani
6yn10 6e3i4 BUTOHUYEHUX 3acobiB, 3 JONOMOroH AKMX BiH A06MU-
BaBcA uini. YarobneHnm 3acobom Kmuxa Bnubumsatu aisHaHHA byB
3BMYANHMI MONOTOK. BiH Wwocmam 6us monoTKom no n’aTax
XKEepTBU, OTPUMYIOUM MPU LbOMY AKECb 3a40BONEHHA. PigKo XTo
BMTPUMYBAB TaKy npoueaypy. Keptsa abo npmusHaBanacb y
BCbOMy, abo BTpayvana Ha JOBro CBifOMICTb.

MeTuK pobpe 3HaB NPo Le, TOMY YBaXKHO CNiAKYBaB, UM He
b6epeTbca KMmux 3a monoTka. Ane XMux Yomycb He nocniwas, i ue
e 6inblue HaCTOPOXKKIO NOMIYHMKA AeTeKTMBa. Ha MepeBepTHsA
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BiH 3apa3 He 3BepTaB yBaru, Xo4 TOM TaKOX He Bigpi3HABCA 34aTHi-
CTIO 4,0 Muocepas.

— [nAa yoro Tm ctoam npobupascs, i Wo TBOEMyY bocy no-
TPibHO Big, HAC LbOro pa3y? — nepwmnm 3arosopus MepeBepTeHb.
— MorKe, MOMY LiIKaBO B AKUIA KOCTIOM Al OAATHYBCA YM AKA HA MEHi
CbOroHi KpasaTka? — lepeBepTeHb KPUBO NOCMIXHYBCA, 3HEBAXK-
JINBO NOrNA4AK04M Ha 30BCiM NpUHULWKAOTO MeTuKa.

LLlo mir Momy BiANOBICTM NOMIYHUK AeTeKTnBa? BiH i cam He
po3ymiB, yomy MakKc 3auikaBuBca 3apa3 [NepeBepTHeM. OCTaHHIM
Yyacom uen 6aHAUT HiIBM He BMKa3yBaB AKOTOCh iHTepecy A0 AeTeK-
TMBa. HaBnakw, BiH YHMKaB 3ycTpidvi 3 Makcom. | He Tomy, WO TaK
yXe nepenfakaBca CyTUYOK i3 HUM. Hi. Y Le HiXTOo He noBipuTb. TyT
OyN0 LWOCh iHWe, a Wo came, MOXKHa Ti/IbKK 340raayBaTnck. Mox-
nmBo, lMepeBepTeHb XOTiB NPUCNATK NUAbHICTb AETEKTUBA i 34i1-
CHUTW YeproBy BMNA3Ky A0 MicTa Ta norpabysat Tam H6aHK um
tOBENIPHUIA MarasuH?

MabyTb, came TaK i byno.

BaHAMTM He nocniwann ONUTYBaATU CBOIO KEPTBY, | B LbOMy
He 6yno Hivoro gusHoro. Im Hikyam 6yno nocniwat. Tum nave,
LLLO BiAMYCKATM Na3yTymMKa Ha Bosto [epeBepTeHb He 36upascs.
Po3BigHWK Makca 3apa3 3HaX0AMBCA B CEKPETHOMY NPUMILLLEHHI
MOoro 3aMky, Ae 3Haxoamancb ceridu 3 HarpabosaHUM.

MeTuK ue 3po3ymiB y»Ke cam, OKMHYBLUM NOrNALOM NPUMI-
LLeHHA.

«l Yyomy A He cnpomirca 4o UbOoro Yyacy 3miHUTU Havyanb-
HMKA?» — NoAyMaB BiH.

MopnibHa AymKa He pa3 npuxoauna nomy B ronosy, ane MNetuk
NPOAOBXKYBaB CIYXHAHO BUKOHYBATM 3aBAaHHA BiAg Makca.

MNepeBepTeHb HEMOMITHO NiAMOpPrHyB MUxoBi, a Ton, nobpe
3p03yMiBLUM Xa3AiHa, B3ABCA TaKM 32 MOJIOTKA.

«BbiaHi moi n’aToukn, — 3axBuntoBaBcaA MNeTUK, Hamaratumncb
3Bi/IbHUTUCB BiA NyT. — Hi, LLe BOCTAaHHE A NOroAMBCA BUKOHATH
Take 6e3rny3ae 3aBgaHHA Makca. Hexalt HacTynHMmM pa3om cam
niacrtasnse n’'aTkn Mmuxosil..»

— Oi-1no-o0-0-o! — 3aBepeLlan MeTuK nicna yaapy monoT-

146



KOM no n’ATui.

Kmunx we pas 3amaxHyBCA gNA yaapy, ane B Lo MUTb Hecno-
AiBaHO noyvynock ronocHe: — Kea-a-a-al..

Ha nigBikoHHI, HaxmypuBLIK 6poBK, cuaina Jisa. LLe pas ro-
JIOCHO KBaKHYBLUM, BOHA 3an/UrHya Ha ronosy *Kmuxy, i noyana
reuaTtv Ha Hil Haye Ha baTyTi.

HKMUX HamipnBCA NOLINUTU B HET MONIOTKOM, ane Jliza BY4aCHO
nepennaurHyna Ha ronosy lNepesepTHA. Jobpaye CTYKHYBLIM MO-
NoTkom cebe no ronosi, Mux Ha AKYCb MUTb BTPATUB CBIAOMICTb i
MILLKOM 3Ba/IMBCA Ha nigsiory.

Tenep yxe MNepeBepTeHb He 3HAB, LLLO POOUTU 3 LLIEID HaBiXKe-
HOO Kaboto. BoHa, cxonMBLUMCH 1anNKaMu 3a MOro KOPOTKY
CTPWXKKY, NAKrana no roaoBsi i NpoaoBXKyBaaa roJIOCHO KBaKaTK.
BiH cnpobyBaB CKMHYTW ii 3 rof0Bu, Ta Jliza MiLHO TpMManaca 3a
BOJ10CCA M BigipBaTh it MOXKHa BY/10 TiNbKM Pa3oMm i3 TUM *Ke BOJIOC-
cam. Ha popgayvy, BOHa e 1 npuKkaeinacb Ao noba MNepeseptHa
JINNKUM A3UKOM, YKPIMUBLUNCH TYT, MOXKHA CKA3aTW, HA3aBXAMW.

Y Takomy AMBHOMY CTaHOBMULLi [TepeBepTeHb 3HaX04MBCA
Brnepwe. o 1noro ronosi xabwu we He nanrann. BiH cnepecepasn
KMHYBCS 10 NPOTUNEXKHOI CTiHW i 3 pO3roHy BAapuBcs 06 Hei rono-
BOt0. TaK, came ronoBoto, Wob po3aaBmTM HanagHULLo.

3aMBOBaHa NOBEAIHKOK CBOEI KepTBW, Jliza nease BCcTurna
33/IMWNTUN TY HEPO3YMHY ronoBy. Yaap BUIALWOB MOTYTHIM, 60 CTiHa
MaJio He nposoMunack. AK6M Jlisa 3amellKkanacb, To cnpasai 6yna
6 3apa3 po3yasneHa. Afie BOHa He MOT/1a TaK PU3MKYBATU XKUTTAM.
1" noTpi6HO Byno B1pyyaTh 3 6igmn ceoro HanapHuKa. Jlisa nepe-
NAWTHYNA Yepe3 HeENPUTOMHOrO MNepeBepTHA i B3AnacA po3s’A3y-
BaTM NyTa Ha [eTUKy, NPOAOBKYIOUYM LLOCb KBAaKaTU MOMY Ha BYXO.

Tpeba 6yn0 wBMALE NOKUHYTM 3aMOK, NOKKU MNepeBepTeHb 3i
Kmuxom He npuinwam o Tamu. Yepes gBepi TikaTu Hebe3neyHo,
60 Tam 3Hax04ATbCA OXOPOHLUi 6aHAUTa, | [MeTuKy 3 Jli3owo aose-
N10CA 3HOBY BUNA3UTK Yyepes BIKHO HA KapHK3. Liboro pasy, Tpu-
Matoumch 3a J1i3y, MeTuky nerwe 6yno npocyBaTUCA KapHU3OM.
BoaocTiyHa Tpyba, Ha wacTs, ix BUTpMMana, He po3anamanach, i
BOHM 61aronoNy4YHO CNyCTUANUCA AO0HM3Y. A TaM Ha HUX B aBTOMO-

147



6ini BXKe yekann Makc i3 besom.

B odici, sonosigatoum npo pesynbTath po3Biaku, NeTnk neab
TPMMABCA Ha OAHIM HiXKui, 60 n’ATKa Ha apyrin we 6onina, Tomy
BiH, AONOBIZAI0YN, CeEpPAUTO 3MPKaB Ha Makca. Ane Makc He 3Bep-
TaB Ha Le yBaru, OCKiIbKM foknag NeTnka noro ay»e 3aLikasums.
Mo-nepwe, MaKc yneBHUBCA, W0 3aMOK [lepeBepTHA He TaKUM yKe
M HenpucTynHMit. Mo-gpyre, nepLia K po3BiAKa BMBENA iX Ha CeK-
PeTHy KiMHaTy, AKy BigLWwyKaTh, a TUM bBinbwe nobysaTtn Tam, 6yno
HEMOXX/IMBUM.

«[obpe, Wo A nocnas y po3BiaKy came MNeTuka 3 flizoto, —
nogymas Makc. — Kposuk i3 xaboto 6e3 npobiem NnpoHMKAN Ha
noABip’a 3aMKy, 60 XTO BCEpO3 MOoXKe 3BEPHYTH yBary Ha AKOrocb
KPOJINKA UM KabKy Aecb Tam, y TpaBi».

Y 3aMKy 3HOBY CTOpPOHHI rOCTi

Jouw, nmB Have 3 Bigpa, 3anmnBaroum areHTy J1isi oui, Big, voro
BOHA Yac BiJ, 4acy Onyckana ronosy AOHM3Y N KyYMeaHO TpACaa
Heto, N036yBatoUYNCh AOKYUMBUX KpanauvH. Jlisa He Morsia CKopu-
CTaTUCb Nankamu, 60 BOHM 3apa3 BUKOHYBaNM iHWY, 6inbw Bigno-
BiganbHy poboTty. Came 3 4ONOMOTOHO LLyNKMX NaMNOK BOHA NOB313
KaM’siHOO CTIHO YBEpX A0 3HAaMOMOTO B)Ke BiKHa, Y IKe BOHU 3
MeTUKOMm He Tak AaBHO 3abupanuce.

Niza 6byna onepesaHa BEIMKMM MOTKOM MOTY3KMU, iIKa AyKe
3aBarkana i pyxatucb. Ane no3byTMcb MOTYy3KM BOHA HE Mana
npasa, 60 BHU3Y 3a/INLINAMUCH iT MEHLL CMPUTHI NapTHEpPMU, AKi odi-
KyBa/IM Ha KiHeub LiEl MOTY3KM, LLOO TaKOK BMKapabKkaTuCb BBEPX,
0,0 TOro XK BiKHA. TeMHa Hi4 i NPONMBHMI A0LL, MaIN AONOMOITH
Na3yTYMKaM 34iNCHUTU CBill 3yxBaaniA Hamip.

MaKc HaBMMCHE BUPILLMB CKOPMUCTAaTUCh CbOTOAHILLHbOK MOo-
rof010, PO3PaxX0OBYOUM, LLLO OXOPOHLL B TaKy 3/IMBY HIYOro He NOMi-
TATb. MloMy BaXn1BO 6yN0 MaTu AeTaNbHUI NNaH BHYTPILLHIX
NPUMILLEHb 3aMKy, Wo6 y noAanblwomy ycnilwHO NPOBOAUTY PO3-
BiAKY 1 3HaTV BCce NPo Hamipu MNepesepTHA. Moro nomiuHUKK Byau

148



He B 3axBaTi BiJ, 4eprosoi BUTIBKM CBOro Ha4vya/ibHMUKA. Ane Wo BOHMU
MOTN BAIATM? Taka BXKe B HUX poboTa, AKy Tpeba BUKOHYBaTU B
6yab-AKy noroay.

Cam MakKc He mir 6paTu yyacTi B noAibHili pusnKkosaHii one-
paujii, BUNPaBAOBYOUM Le TUM, LLO AK KEPIBHUK areHTCTBa, BiH
MycuB obepirat cBo 0coby Big, pisHMX pU3KKiB. [Jo TOro X, y
TaKy norogy HabaraTo NnpUemHiwe cuaiti B Tenaomy odici M Haco-
NOAKYBATUCH rapAY0oL0 KaBolto.

Ni3a, XBUNANHKY NepenoymBLLM, NPOAOBXKYBaa BNEPTO pyxa-
TMcb Bnepes,. Ocb i noTpibHe im BikKHO. BigunHmeLwuK ioro, Jliza go-
BOJli CNPUTHO 3anN/IMTHY1a BcepeauHy byaisni.

Ti napTHepu — MeTuk i be3a 3apa3 xoBanucb B HErNMBOKiM
HiLWi B CTiHi, YeKaruM Ha KiHeLb MOTYy3KM. Ogexa Ha HUX NOBHICTIO
NPOMOKAA, TOMY BOHU TYAUINCL OANH A0 OAHOro, HAMarat4ymcb
Xxoya b6 Tak 3irpiTncb. HapewrTi, KiHeLb MOTY3KK 3’ABMBCA NPAMO
nepeg ounma lMeTurKa, i BOHU i3 be3om, yXonmBLLINCH 32 MOTY3KY,
WBMAKO Aibpanumch A0 BiKHA | TAKOXK 3aNIUTHYIN yCcepeanHy npu-
MiLLLEHHA.

YBIMKHYBLUM NiXTapuUKK, po3BiaHMKM MaKca po3rnaganv se-
NIMKI cendu, yaBAstoUmn, CKiNbKM Tam HarpabosaHoro gobpa. Ocob-
nuBo be3a 3auikasusca celidamu. Momy ayxe 3axoTinoch
NPOAEMOHCTPYBATM NapTHEPAM CBOE BMiHHSA BiAKPUBATM NOAIOHI
ceidu. BiH HaBiTb NONI3 B KAPMAH 3a iIHCTPYMEHTaMM, asie panTom
3a CTiIHOMO MOYYBCA AKUICH NiAo3pinui wym. J1isa KUBHyNa NapTHe-
paMm, i BOHM LIBMAEHBKO 3a1MLLNAM KiMHATY i3 ceMdamm i 3axoBa-
JINCA Y CYCiAHIN KiMHATI, @ TamM 3aX0BaNIUCb 3@ BE/IMKMIN AMBAH.

«HeBrKe Hac TakM NOMITUAN?» — 3aHENOKOEHO Noaymana
Niza.

AK TiNbKKM PO3BiAHUKM 3aX0BAINCD, B KIMHATY XTOCb YBIMLLOB i
BK/ILOYMB CBITNO. BUrnAHyBLWM i3-33 AnBaHy, Jliza nobaumna... ca-
MOro Xa3siiHa 3aMKy — lNepeBepTHA. Cnigom 3a HUM y KiMHaTy 3aM-
wnn Kmux i e oanH noro nignernnin. NepesepteHb, OrNAHYBLUM
NPUMILLEHHA, NOYAB 4ABaTM PO3NOPALIKEHHA:

— MpunbepiTb TYT YNCTEHBKO, | Tpeba nepectaBuUT Mebni. Lis
KiMHATa MeHi noTpibHa Ana 3yCcTpiyi 3 AyKe BNJIMBOBUMU B MICTi
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NoAbMM.

*Kmux i3 ToBapuLem HeraHO NPURHANAKUCE 3a PObOTY, Midin-
LIOBLUWN A0 BEZIMKOrOo A3epKana.

— 3anuwTe A3epKasio Ha CBOEMY MiICLL, a OCb Lo Wwady nepe-
CYHbTE B CAaMMI KYTOK, — KepyBaB NOMiYHMKamu [lepeBepTeHb.

Po3BigHMKM MaKca 3p03yminun, Wo NnoTpanuam B CKPyTHE CTa-
HoBuLLe. AKWO MNepeBepTeHb BUKPUE iX TYT, TOAI 4OBEAETLCA 1M
MaTu cnpasy 3i -Kmuxom Ta Moro monoTkom. Y MeTuka HaBiTb 3a-
HUAW N'ATKM Big NOAIOHUX AYMOK.

— Lo 6byaemo pobutk, /1i30? — NpoLenoTiB BiH Ha BYXO
napTHepLui.
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Cxoxe, wWwo Jliza 6yna npusHayeHa MaKkcom rosioBHOO cepep,
HUX.

— Cnaimo TUXeHbKO, — MpoLenoTizia BOHAa Yy BiANOBiAb. —
Lien anBaH, MabyTb, AyKe BaXKKWUI, i BOHW MOro YinaTu He byayTb.

— Tptomo nepeHeciTb 6anKYe 40 NiKKa, — NPOA0BKYBaB
po3nopAaaatuco NepesepTeHb.

— A amnBaH 6yaemo nepeHoCUTH Ha iHwe micue? — Hecnoai-
BaHO 3anuTas y NepeBepTHA Kmux.

MNepeBepTeHb HA MUTb 3a4yMaBCA.

— Hi, anBaH He yinanTe. MepeHeciTb Ha cepeanHy KimHaTH
oueMm CTin, — BUMOBWB BiH, MONPABAAKYM CKATEPTUHY HA CTOJI.

HeBAo0B3i, BUKOHABLUM BCi pO3NopALKEHHA NaTpoHa, nigaerni
MepeBepTHSA MiWK, A BiH LWe pa3 OrAHYB NPUMILLEHHA, 3240BO-
JIEHO MOCMIXHYBCS i, MiAINWOBLIM A0 NPOTUNENKHOI Bif AMBAHA
CTiHM, 3HAB i3 IBi3AKa KapTUHY. 32 KAPTUHOIO 3HAXOAMBCA NOTAEM-
HUM celd. MNepeBepTeHb, CKOPMUCTABLUMCL KOAOM, BiAKPMB ABEp-
uATa cendy, AictaB 3BiATINIA CNOYATKY YEPBOHY NankKy 3 A4ifI0BUMMU
nanepamu, a NOTiM A0BOJi BE/IMKY Kyny rpoLLel i noyas ix paxy-
BaTU. CXOXe, Lo BiH NontobaaB Le 3aHATTA. Moro o6anyua casano
Bif, 3a4,0BONIEHHA. 3aKiHUMBLUK LIIO NPUEMHY npoLeaypy, MNepesep-
TeHb 3aX0BaB rpoui B ceird, 3a4MHMB ABEPLUATA, NOBICMB Ha MicLe
KapTUHY, i NOrNAHYB Ha FOANHHMUK.

fIkpa3 3a ABepMMa NOYY/INCb YMiCb KPOKKU. MabyTb, xa3siH
3aMKy YeKaB CbOroAHi Ha BaXKHOrO rocTs.

lfocTtem BMABMBCA Mep IXHbOro micta. J1asytunmku Makca Bni-
3HaNu 1oro 3pasy XK. [lepeBepTeHb i3 rocTem NpuBITanmca, posLi-
JIyBaBLUUCb, i Ci/IN HA AMBAH.

— fAIKk nouyBaeTe cebe, AOPOreHbKUI Ml cycige? — yne-
CAMBO 3anuTaB [lepeBepTeHsb.

— A AK MmOXKe novyBaTu cebe manbyTHIl Baw napTHep? 3BU-
YamHO, Yya40BO, — BiAMNOBIB Mep, TAKOXK NocMixaroumcb. — A cnoai-
BatOCb, WO MW CbOroA4Hi, HapewTi, NigNMWeMo Hall A0rosip npo
cnisnpauto? Yeprosi BU6OpK mepa He 3a ropamu, i Ham nopa
Aobpe NpuroTyBaTUCH.

— 3BiCHO, 3BiCHO nmignuwemo, — BianosiB [epeBepTeHb, be-
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pyyu B pyKM 4epBOHY nNanky. — TyT BpaxoBaHi BCi Bali 3ayBa-
YKEHHSs 11 nobarkaHHs.

— [lyxke pobpe, — 3a40BONEHMIN Mep HaBiTb 06HAB Mepe-
BepTHA. MNpun LboMy, KOro NasbLyi HECNOAiIBAaHO AOTOPKHYUCH A0
[0Brux Byx MNeTunka, aKi cTMpYanm 3a gMBaHoOM. BiavysLum Wwocb
M’AiKe, Mep 34MBOBAHO OFNIAHYBCA Ha3ag, ane NepeBepTeHb
BYACHO BiABOIK MOro, BiAKPMBLUM NanKy 3 nanepamu 1 B3ABLUM aB-
TOPYUKY.

J1azyTumkmn Makca neapb He BTPATUAM CBIAOMOCTI 3 MepensKy.
Ni3a rHiBHO, 3 LOKOPOM NOrAAHYyAa Ha MNeTnKa Ta Ha oro Byxa.
MeTuK, 3po3ymiBLuM HATAK J1i3n, ONycTUB CBOI ByXa AOHMU3Y I HaBiTb
3aB’A3aB ix y niabopiaai Bysnnkom. bess, nobaumnsLLM KymeaHUM
Burnsag, Netunka, NpUKpus cobi poTa, LWob He PO3CMIATUCD.

JNiza mycmna 3HOBY CyBOPO MMAHYTM Ha NApTHepIB, AaBLUM
3P0O3YyMITH, WO NiCNA 3aKiHYEHHA PO3BiAKM Ha HUX YEKATUMYTb Be-
JINKI HENPMEMHOCTI.

Tm Yyacom AOKYMEHTN 06OMa NOBaXKHUMU CTOPOHaMK Bynu
nignucani.

— Tpeba NOroBOpPUTH 11 NPO iHWY NPUYNHY HALLOT 3yCTpiYi, —
npoAoBXMB po3moBy lNepesepTeHb. — AK MW 1 SOMOBAIUCD, A
Mato 6arkaHHA 3aB0ON0AITM BiNbLLOK YaCTMHO KBApTaay CTaporo
MmicTa.

— Hy w0 X, ue 4ya0Bo, — BigNOBIB NaH Mep. — €aunHe, Wob
He 6yno npobaem i3 MelwKaHUAMN BYANHKIB...

— lNpo ue moxKeTe He TypbyBaTUCh. 3 MELLKAaHUAMMN «40MOB-
NATbCA» MOi xnonui. Mu 3anponoHYEMO iM NOKUHYTI 6apaku Ha
OKOMIMLi MicTa.

— Ane He 3abyBaitTe, WO e € 0aHA Hebe3neKka AnAa Hac, —
naH Mep YOMYCb HaBITb OrIAHYBCS, — He Tpeba 3abyBaTn Npo
Makca Ta Moro NpoOHUPANBUX AreHTIB...

— O, W0 A0 unx AEeTEKTUBIB, A YXKe NPUNHAB pileHHA, — Me-
peBepTeHb FNy3/IMBO NOCMIiXHYBCA. — Y MeHe ana Hux byae npwu-
roTOBaHWM rapHUM CIOPNpPU3.

— Lo K, Toai TaK i 3pobMmo, — BiANOBIB 3a40BONEHUIN MEP.
MoBarKHi CTOPOHM rapaYe NOTUC/IN OAUH OAHOMY PYKU, OBHANUCH
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Ha MNPOLLAHHSA, | LLAHOBHMI NaH MepP MNOKMUHYB MPUMILLLEHHSA.

He meHLW 3a40B0OIEHNM 3aMNLIKMBCA | Xa3AiH 3amKy. Cxoxe,
LLLO ANA HbOro UA yroga byna ayrKe BaxK/MBOIO.

MeTuK, NoYyBLIX NPO HAaMipKX NOBAXKHUX NaHIB, NeaBe He
CKPWKHYB Big, 06ypeHHA. Mloro JomiBKa TakoX 3HaxoAmnacb B TOMy
KBapTani. Lle wo, i homy agoBeaetbcs nepebmnpatmcb B NOKUHYTI ba-
pakn? BiH Tak 3aconiB Big NtoTi, Wo Jliza 3myweHa byna 3aTyanTn
nomy pora.

MNepeBepTeHb 3HOBY BiAKPUB ceind, 3axXxoBaB TyAN YEPBOHY
nanky, 3akpumB ceid, NOBICMB HA MicLe KapTUHY i 3a4,0BONEHO
noTep pyku. HacBUCTYOUM AKYCb MeNoAito, BiH HECMILWHO oaAr-
HyBcA. NoTim, BUTATHYBLUM i3 BHYTPILWHbOIT KMLWIEHI NicToNEeTa, nepe-
BIPMB UM BiH 3apAAKEHUN i, HAPELUTi, MOKMHYB KiMHaTY.

MeTnK Haye Ha NPYXMHI BUCKOYMB 3-3a ANBAHY, KNHYBLUWUCH
00 Agepen. HeBiaomo, WO BiH XOTiB 3p06UTU — YK NPOIOMUTHU
ABEpi 1 HAa340rHATU TUX HETiAHUKIB, YM We Woch ripwe. Jliza nease
3acnokoina moro. Po3BigHMKM WBMAEHBbKO NiabirnM Ao npoTunexK-
HOT CTiHM 1 3HANM KapTUHY. be3KaniCHWUI, yBaXKHO OrNAHYBLUN
cend, 3anMWMBCA 3340B0NeHUM. Ha MOro noHiBeyeHoOMy Lpa-
MaMu 0611M4di LbOro pasy 3'ABMAACk CNpaBai 3a40BOEHA MNO-
CMiWKa. [laBHO BiH HE MaB CNpPaBuM 3 TAKMM CKAALHMM 3aMKOM.

— be3s, T1 Wo, 3HAEW Koz, Bif, uboro cendy? — noujikasu-
nacob flisa.

BeskanicHUi, Nnocmixarunch, WOCb NPOLIENOTIB Y BiANOBIAb.
Cxoxke 6yno, Wo Momy He NOTPIOHI HiAKI eNeKTPOHHI WTYYKMK, BiH i
TaK CNPaBUTbLCA i3 LLiED 3aNi3AKOl0.

Po3cTibHYBLIM NnaLy i pO3KPUBLLUK NOAK, be3a npoaemoH-
CTpyBaB NapTHEpPam BeCb IHCTPYMEHTAPIN, AKMN 3HAXOANBCA B KN-
LeHbKax nigknaaKku. Yoro Tam TiNbKKU He Byno — i ceepana, i
MOJIOTOYKM, i Pi3HOT popMM KAtoui.

MeTunk 3 J1i30t0, ANBYHOUUCH, CNOCTEPIrann 3a BNPaBHUMMK py-
xamu be3a. Mig Moro pykamu Wocb 3awmnino, 3akKBapyano, cend
3a1pUrKaB i, BpeLTi-peLuT, Moro aAsepuaAra BigunMHUAUCS. Jli3a
3pasy X gictana i3 cendy yepBoHy nanky. Tpeba 6yno cpoTorpa-
¢dyBaTU BCi JOKYMEHTU 3 Hel, Ynm 3aHABcA besxkanicHui, 60 B Ku-
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LLUEeHi Moro naalla 3HanLwWoBCA M NOPTAaTUBHUIN poTOanapar.

A MeTUK TUM YacoMm He 3BOAMB OYell i3 BeIMKOI Kynu rpoLue
y cendi.

— MeTunKy, HaBiTb | He gymain! — cyBOpO Npo3By4YaB KOMaH-
AVPCbKNi ronoc J1isn. — Mu He rpabixXHUKK, 3po3ymis?

3aunHmBLIM ceiid i NOBICMBLUM Ha MiCLLE KapTUHY, PO3BiAHUKMK
NPOAOBXKUAN BUKOHYBATU po3nopaaxeHHA Makca.

Y 3amKy MepeBepTHA BUABUAOCL 6e3Ai4 KiMHAT, AKi 6ynu
NPaKTUYHO NOPOXKHI. MepeBepTeHb 30BCIM HEZABHO NPUAGAB L0
BE/IMYE3HY CNOpyAy, CKOPUCTABLUUCL TAPHUMM BIAHOCMHAMM 3
mepom. Tomy, o6 po3BigaTh Bce TyT i CKAACTU AeTa/lbHUI NNaH
NPUMILLEHb, AeTeKTMBAM A0BENOChb A0bpsaye noTpyanTmch. Tpeba
LLLe BPaxOBYBaTH, WO B 3aMKYy 3HAXoaMAUCb nignerni MepesepTHA i
6araTo OXOpPOHL,iB.

HacTtynHoro gHA B MicTi TBOPMAUCH A0BOJIi AUBHI pedi. bina
Mepii noyanmn 36MpaTUCb MeLKaHLL MicTa 1 FO/I0CHO NPOTECTyBaTH
NPOTU 3/I0YNHHUX Ait mepa. Cnpasa B TOMY, LLO LLi€i HOYi XTOCb
PO3KAEIB MO MICTY KONii OKYMEHTIB, AKi MOBHICTIO BUKPUBAAM He-
[OCTOMHI HaMipu mepa. BiH, AK BUABMIOCD, 3aBiB Nigo3piny
ApYXKO6y 3 6aHaMTOM [epeBepTHEM, A LLbOr0 MELUKAHL,i MicTa He
MOTIM MOMYy BUDAUUTK.

Y micTi 3'aBuBCca AuBHUU xebpak

J1i3a 3 BEZIMKMM KOLUMKOM MNOBIi/IbHO MPOCYyBasacb NOMIXK TOpP-
riBenbHUX pALiB ApMapKy. BoHa BUpinAa cama 3aKynuTU Cbo-
rogHi NpoayKTH, Tomy Wo MNeTuk i3 besem, AKi 3a3BMyan
BMKOHYBa/M Lo poboTy, BTpaTUIM A0BIpY. YYOpa BOHM 3aMiCTb 3a-
moBaeHux Jli3oto genikateciB NPUHECIN 3 PUHKY TiINbKKU CTapy,
NPOPOCAY BXKE KapTON/O K He NepLloi CBiXKOCTi cocnckn. Makc byB
HEe BUMOT/IMBMM [0 IXHbOTO LLLOAEHHOTO MeH0, ane J1i3i Bxe 06-
puano obigatn abu ymm.

be3uepeMOHHO PO3LTOBXYHO4YM NOKYMLiB, BOHA MPUCKINANBO
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npuUraaganacb 40 KOXXHOro ToBapy, A40OBro M Hano/aernnMBo TOprysa-
Nacb, 40BOAAYM NPOAABLIB 40 iICTEPUKM, @ NOTIM NPE3UPAMBO Bia-
BepTanach i Mwna gani. Kanentowok Ha Hill nepekocmnscs,
NAaTTAYKO NOM’ANoch, ane Jlisa He 3BepTana Ha Le yBaru. BoHa 3a-
XOnMAacb APMAPKOBOLO CTUXIELD, | cxoXKe byno, Wo ii napTHepu B
odici cborogHi Aosro 6yayTb YekaTu Ha Hei, abo B3arani 3anu-
WwaTbca 6e3 obiay.

Yce K KOLWMK B Hei NOTPOXy HaNnOBHIOBABCA, | MOXHa byno
BXKE MTU AoA0MYy, ane, NobavymBLUM KiOCK i3 }KOBTEHbKUMU CMINUMMU
AVHbKamu, Jliza BMpiwmnaa nobanysBat CbOroAHi CBOiX NapTHepiB
OTAKMMM NTACOLLLAMMN. YBAXKHO NPUTNALAKYMCH A0 KOXKHOI AMHI,
BOHa, HapewTi, Bubpana Halbinbluy 1 HANKOBTILLY.

3apgoBoneHa cBoiMm Bubopom Jliza B3ana ANHIO, ane panTom
no6aunna nig Her AIKecb CTPAXOBUCbKO 3 BEIMYE3HMMM 3ybamu 1
BEJIMKUMMU }KaxIMBMMK o4MCbKamu. J1iza octoBnina Big nobave-
Horo. BoHa 3i cTpaxy LWMPOKO BigKpuaa CBOI HE MEHLU BEAUKiI oui, i
LLLe He BiAOMO, XTO 3apa3 BMIIA4AB Kax/MBille — He3HANOMeLb
4YM BOHA. TUM YaCOM CTPaxXOBMCbKO NiAHANOCH Ha BECb 3PiCT i Npo-
TMBHO 3aperoTano.

KMHYBLIM KOWMKA 3 NOKYyNKamu, J1i3a, ron0CHO KBaKatoun Ta
PO3LUTOBXYHOUM 3YCTPIYHUX NEPEXOXKUX, KMHYNACL FeTb 3BiacinA.
MoaibHoro »axy BoHa Lwe Hikoaun He baymna. He nepecrtatoum KBa-
KaTu, BOHa BBipBanacb A0 iXHboro odicy i, CNiTKHYBLIXCb Ha MNo-
pos3i, renHynacb Ha nignory. KanearwoK NOKOTMBCA Aecb nifg, CTin,
a Jliza Hauye B KOHBY/bCiAX B1Na Kynaykamu no nianosi, He nepe-
CTalo4M NPOTUBHO KBAKATW.

BKkpalt 3auBoBaHi Makc, MNeTuk i besa He 3HaNu BXKe AK 6K ii
3aCMNOKOITK, a r0OQ1I0BHE — AUBYBA/INCb BOHW, XTO A40BIB iX NapT-
HepKy A0 NoAibHOI icTepuKu.

— Wo 3 To6010, /1i30?! — yKe, He CTPMMABLUUCH, 3aKPUYaB
Ha nignerny Makc. — Tu wWo, BUpiWIMAa Hac po3irpatn noaibHum
YMHOM? | Ae, CKaXKM Ha MUNICTb, NPOoAYKTN? — MaKc HaBiTb BUIA-
HYB Y KOPUAOP, a/ie KOLMKA 3 MOKYNKamMmu 1 Tam He nobaums.

— AKi npoayKTn?! — HapeLwTi Wocb po3bipamMBe NpoKkpuyana
y Bignosiab Jliza. — Bam 6u TibKn HabuBaTK CBOI *KMBOTU NPOAYK-
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TaMM, a W0 pobMTbCA HaBKpyrM — banayxe!

BoHa nigHANack 3 nignoru 1 NpoAoBKyBana CTOATU Nepes,
napTHepamu, 3annakaHa 1 Wwe A0ci nepensakaHa.

— Bu xo4a 6 3Ha€ETe AKi Ha APMapPKy X04ATb CTPAaXOBUCbKaA?!
— Jli3a BUTEpPNA KPAEM NAATTAYKA C1bO3UM, PO3MA3aBLUK TiHi 1 No-
Mmagy. — A HiKoAn, Hikonu Binblue He Nigy Ha Ty *KaxauBy Ap-
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MapkKy!

— fAKi TaKi CTpaxoBUCbKa? — 3anuTanu 34MBoBaHi MNeTuK i3
Beszem. — Mu BYOpa B6yNn Tam, i HISKUX CTPAXOBUCbK HE MOMITUAN,
OKpiMm, xiba LLLO BEMKOI CBUHI, KA, 3ipBaBLUKUCL i3 NPWUB’A3i, Hapo-
6una barato ranacy Ta negb He po3yaBmaa Hac.

— Lle Bam 3zan0cA, WO TO CBMHA, a A 6Haunna CTPaxoBUCHKO,
CTPAXOBMCbKO... — Jli3a 3HOBY neapb He 3ansakana.

— Hy, nobpe, nobpe. 3acnokotica, /liso! — noyas yramosy-
BaTM CBOro areHTa Makc. BiH nogymas, Wo Ha aApmapky Jliza, ma-
6yTb, NoH6auMna CKOMOPOXa, YM AKMNCL BanaraH. BiH nocagus /i3y
B KPIiCNO 1 CaM HaNMB i1 YalleyKy KaBK, YOro paHille HiKonu He
pobuB. 3aBxan 6yno HaBNakM — MOro NigoniyHi BUKOHYBANM LitO
poboTy, nogarum Nomy Kasy.

Ni3i 6yna npuemHoto nogibHa yBara Haya/ibHUKa, | BOHa, Ha-
peLTi, 3acnokKoinach.

Ha cboroaHi AKMXOCb BaXKNIMBMX CNpaB Y HUX He nepeabaya-
Nnocb, Tomy Makc 3anponoHyBaB HaBiAaTUCh A0 KaB'ApHi 3Halo-
Moro im xom’sika 3toHi. Yci 3pa3y K norogmauce. Jliza
npuyenypunacb nepes A3epKasom i BOHU, MOXKBaBILLABLLN,
BUNLLIAN 3 Odicy.

Mpoxoaayum NoB3 BITPMHY BEAMKOro cynepmapkety, Jliza rna-
HyNa Ha BITPUHY, i OR.., AKMI Kax! — BoHa nobaunna Tam Toro
TMNA, AKMI HaBiTb NOrPO3unB i Nanunueto. Jliza roNI0cHO 3aKkBakana
M XOTiNna gpemeHyTn Ha3ag Ao ogicy, ane Makc 3aTpmumas ii, 60 i
cam nobaumB y BITPUHI KaxnMBoro 6poaaAry 3 roNI0BOLD, CXOXKOK Ha
MaCKy adppMKAHCbKMUX ANKYHIB. BuxonuBeLlum nictoneTa, BiH KUHYBCA
[0 ABeper marasuHy. fK Ha 310, 3BiATiNA AKpas Buxoamna topba
MOKYMLiB, L0 3aTPUMAJIO 10ro.

YBipBaBWNCL Y NPUMILLLEHHA Mara3suHy, Makc niackoums g0
BITPMHMK, ane Tam 3amicTb 6poaArn 3apas CToAB MaHEKEH AaMM B
PO3KiLWHIN CyKHi. Hiyoro He po3ymitoum, AeTeKTMB noyas biratu no
MarasmHy, po3maxyBaTu NiCTONETOM Ta LWO0Cb HE3PO3yMine BUKPU-
KyBaTW, AMBYIOUYM CBOEID NOBEAHKO NPUCYTHIX. Moro napTHepu
NneApb 3aCNOKOiNM CBOro NaTpoHa.

— A W0, BM BNEBHUNUCH, WO A HEe NpMAYyMana TOro CTpaxo-
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BUCbKa?! — nogana ronoc Jli3a, yce we ornaaarymch.

Becb AeHb, 40 Ni3HbOI HOYi Makc i3 nigneraMmu npodicysanu
BY/IMLi MiCTa, CNOAiBalOYNCh YNiAMaTH AMBHOTO KebpakKa, AKUM
Habpasca HaxabHOCTI HaBiTb NOrpPoXKyBaTH iM. Ane Bce BUABUNOCH
OAPEMHUM, HE3HAMOMELb Have Kpi3b 3eM/1t0 NPOBaNBCA. 3peLu-
TOl0, NoBeYepsBLUN B 3t0HI, BOHM CTOM/IEHI NOBEpPHYAUCH A0 odicy.

HouyBaTtu Bupiwmau TyT, 60 Jli3a Hi3alo He NoroaKysanach
NOKNHYTK odic. MornsHyBLIM BUNAAKOBO B TEMHE BiKHO, BOHA
3HOBY yriegina Tam CTPaxiT/IMBOro He3HamMomMuUs, i 3 Nnepensky
neab He BTpaTMaa CBIiAOMOCTI.

HAueosuxHi npuroau
NpOAOBXYHOTbCA

Tpu BUCOKMX AepeBa 3 TOBCTUMM CTOBOYpaMM CTPIMKO Ha-
6avxkanmce go Jlisu. 1i 6yno moTopoLwuHo, i /lisa Ha MUTb 3anaio-
LmANa ovi. A Konu BigKpmAa ix, To nobaunna, Wo AepeBa Tak camo
CTPIMKO BXKe Biagananunca sig, Hei. Lle noBToptoBanoch 3HOBY
3HoBy. Jliza 340raganaco, WO BOHA 3HAaX0A4MTbCA HA ronaandi. 340-
ragKa ii 3acnokoina. BoHa, AKLLO YecHO, AaBHO Mpifaa noronaa-
TUCb Ha ronaandi, i ocb Taka Haroaa 3’asunacs. Jlisa sig,
3310BO/IEHHA NOYana BeCeNO KBaKaTu. AK He AUBHO, AepeBa
TAKOX 3aKBaKanw, i ue we binbLe ii po3secennno. BoHa, aobpe
B/IALUTYBABLUMCb HA CUAiIHHI rOMAANKM, MOYana po3maxyBaTu fan-
KamMu, Wob po3ronaaTunce We cuabHiwe. flisa 3HOBY 3anatowmaa
Odi, ane Tenep yXKe He 3 nepensaky, a Big, 3a40B0NeHHA. BoHa KBa-
Ka/Jla BCe ryyHille, Big4vyBatoum, WO AepeBa BigryKyoTbCA 40 Hel
TAKUM Ke BeCeIMM KBaKaHHAM.

PosnntowmsLum oui, J1isa 3 noagusom nobaunna, wo Tenep 3a-
MiCTb AepPEB, BECE/IO KBaKatouM, A0 Hel CTPIMKO Habauxkanucs, a
noTim Biggananuca ii naptHepu — lNeTuk i3 besom.

«l Yoro BoHM BCi TaK PO3KBAKaNMCA CbOrOAHI?» — noaymana
BOHa.

Niza cnpobysana gotarHytuca ao Netunka nankoto. | Konm
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Manxe AOTArHyaca, pantom nobaymna 3amictb MeTrKa Toro X
CTPaxiTAMBOro HesHaomusA. Moro xaxause 06aunuua 6yno nepeko-
LeHe rpumacoto. MoxxnuBo, Le TakoxK byna nocmilKa. Jlisa Tak
3aTpeMTiNa, WO Neab He 3ipBasiacb 3 FONAANKM.

He3HaomeLb TaKOXK 3aKBaKaB, Ti/IbKM Ay*Ke NPOTMUBHO. BiH
MoYaB LLOCUAN PO3ronayBaTh nepenakaHy Jlisy, Aka Tenep nigni-
Tana Bropy, ax Hag AOMiBKaMM, i BXKe He KBakana, a Biag4anayLwHo
Bepewana. BoHa 3 }axom BiguyBana, WO HE MOXKe BTPUMATUCL Ha
romMpaandi, a BiH yce po3ronayBas.

YpewrTi-pewT, Jli3a 3ipBanaca 3 ronganku i noneTina Kygmcb y
Hebo, NPOAOBKYHOUM BEpPELLATH.

HecnogisaHo BOHa Bigyyna, WO ii TepMOCATb, | BigKpmAaa oui.
Bina ii nixkKa cToAB y HiYHIM nixkami NeTuK i Hamarasca ii 3acno-
KOITW.

— fl horo 3HoBY 6aunnal.. — 3aKpuyana y Bignosiap Jlisa.

MNeTuK, HapewTi, nepecTas il TEPMOCUTHU.

— Yoro T po3KpnYanacb Ha BeCb Aim?

— A TinbKn-Ho 6aumna Toro xkebpaka, — Jliza cxonunaca 3
NiXKKa M MeTyL/IMBO NoYana ogaratucb. — Miwnm wenawe, wob
BiH He BTIK...

— Ak ye... niwnn? — MNeTUK NornaHyB Ha TEMPABY 33 BiIKHOM.

Ane /li3a Bxe BMbirna 3 KimHaTK, i 4OBENOCL MOMY TaKK No-
cniwaTum 3a Heto. MNeTUK HaBiTb HE BCTUT NepeoasarHyTUch. BiH, nay-
TAKUUCb Y AOBIUX LUTAHMHAX MiXXaMKW, HaMarasca HasgorHatm Jlisy,
ane BOHA Myana Bnepea, Haye 3 NaHLtora 3ipsanace.

— J1i30-0-0-0, 3ynuHucsa! Tobi Bce Te NNLWEHb NPUCHUAOCD, —
3aKpuyaBs yaoriH it MeTuk. Mlomy meHLwe 3a Bce XOTiNOCh 3apa3 Ky-
AnCb Birtu.

BiTep noHic Moro ronoc gecb Aaneko, ycnig 3a HEBraMoBHOO
Nizoto. NeTnk 3g1MBoBaHO N06aymB, L0 BOHWU 3a6irnmn B AKMIACH
napK, a MOXe, Lie e CnpaBXHili nic. Momy cTpalHo cTano 3a
Ni3y, wob 3 Heto Yoro He Tpanunock. MNeTuk Ha MUTb 3yNUHUBCS,
BiflUYBLLW, HACTIIbKWU CUNbHUI BiTEp 34iMHABCA HaaBopi. [epesa
niZ, MOro MopmMBamMu rHyMCA ax 40 3emni. [lecb Aaneko nackanm
He3a4YMHEHI XBiPTKU i rO/IOCHO raBkasn cobaku. Hebo 3aBoNOKNO
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BaXXKMMU AOLLOBMUMU XMAPaMMW.

«Xou 6u gouy He niwoB», — noaymas eTuk.

Hibu, noyysLuM Moro AyMmKu, 3 Heba XMHYB MNPOSIUBHUN, XO-
noaHun gou. 3pewToto, NeTnK, NOCAN3HYBLUMCb, MOKOTUBCA 3 BU-
cokoro naropba BHuM3.

— On-nomn-mno-o-o-1! — 3aBepelLLaB BiH, HAKO/IOBLUUCH Ha
AKICb FONIKU.

Ti ronKkun Hanexann AaBHbOMY 3HaroMoMy lNeTruKa — iKauky
loui. 3a XBUAKHY A0 LUbOro, came Tak, abo e ¥ ryyHiwe sepewiana
Ni3a, TaKOXX HAKONOBLUWUCH Ha Li FONIKW. Yce Le Tpanuaoca, Konu
FoYa BMMLLOB i3 AOMIBKM, LLOO NPUKPUTK XBIPTKY, AKA FOJIOCHO NAC-
Kafa, 3aBakatoum Momy cnaTwu.

— Lo 3 Bamu cboroaHi pobutbca?.. — HEBAOBOIEHO NPO-
6ypyas loya. BiH gonomir nigHATUCD [eTUKy, NPUCNOHMBLLN KOTO
00 J1i3n, AaKka BCe LLie HEPBOBO 34pUrasiacb Ta CTOrHana. — Bu wo,
BMOIrnM B TaKy Heroay Ha NPoryiaHKy? — NpoAoBXKyBaB AMBYBa-
THCA KaK. — He morau 3aueKkaTtu ainwoi norogn? Ta il HiY yxe
HaABopi...

— flka Tam nporynsHKal.. — HepBoBO BignoBiB [1eTukK, xo-
BalOYMCb BiA AOLLY Nig CTPiIXy AOMIBKM. BiH TaK po3aKOTUBCA Ha
Ni3y, Wwo He 6ar*kaB HaBiTb cTOATM 6ina Hei. — Ous 6oKeBiNbHa
*aba 3ipBanaca 3 niXKKa i nom4yana HeBig4OMO KyAn Ta ANA Yoro, a A
MYCUB ii Ha340raHAaTH, Wob He 3abaykana! bo meHi X noTim gose-
noca 6 po3wyKyBaTH ii...

— Tak, Tak, — ['o4ya Big4YMHUB ABEpPi AOMIBKM, NPONYCTUBLUN
TyAW He3BaHUX rocter. — [JMBuMHa Ta 1 roai. Yoro Bam Ho4Yamu He
cnuTbeA?..

— AT 3anuTait y Heil — MeTuk KneHys Ha Jli3y. — [i, 6auTe,
CHATbCA aX/IMBi CHX, @ MM MYCMMO TEPMITU HE3PYYHOCTI Yepes ue!
Po3Karku Tenep, po3KaXKM Ham HapewTi, Wwo Tobi NpucHMAOCH Ta
AKI HeE3HANMOML NpmBMAinnCh!

— Yomy — He3Halomu,i? — Jli3a cina Ha cTineupb, BUTUpaAto-
4YMCb PYLLHWUYKOM, AKOTO i1 3anponoHyBas loya. — A 6aumna oa-
HOro He3HaMoOMLA, AKPa3 TOro CamMoro xebpaka.

BoHa noaana pywHMYKa MeTnky n npoaoBsKysana:
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— He Mmorna x A 3a/nWwaTtncb CNoKiNHOW, Kon nobayuunna
nepeg, coboto Te CTPAXOBUCbKO?

— Tu TaK Hiyoro i He BTOponana, — MeTUK BUTEPCA PYLUHWY-
KOM, NOBepHYBLUM 1oro odi. — Tobi Tol ebpaK ycboro Aunw npu-
CHMBCA. 3p0o3yMina HapewTi?!

— He 3Halo, Wo T06i camomy CHUTbCA, ane A We He BTpaTKa
po3ymy! — Jliza cepannacs Ha MNeTuKa. — A 6aunna Moro Tak camo
HanBy, sIK 3apa3 Tebe Hauy!

— He cBapiTbca AapeMHo, He cBapiTbCA, — NOYaB 3aCMOKO0-
BaTu ix Moya. Al BXKe 3g0ragytocb NPo KOro Bv ropopuTe. fl cam yxe
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napy Ho4Yyew 3ycTpiyaB Ha AOpiXKLi 6i1a MOEI XaTUHU AKOTOCb AMB-
HOro »ebpakKa 3i CTpalIHO ro/I0BOD, CXOXKOM Ha Macky. — loya
Aictas i3 wadu nocTinbHy 6iNn3HY, — ane 3apas gaBante bygemo
CnaTu, @ PaHKOM LLLOCb NPUAYMAEMO.

Ni3a cnana gy»e HECNOKIMHO, YacTO KBaKakoumM Ta CXOM/IHOK0-
4yncb Kyauco birtn. MNeTtuk 3as3gpms 3apa3 MakKcy Ta besi, ski Big-
NOYMBAKOTb, HE 340raAyH4MCh NPO Ui NPUrogm, a BiH MyCUTb YCHO
HiY cnigKyBaTh 3a J1i3010, XO4 CaMOMY XOTIJIOCA CNaTu. 3peLlToto,
MeTuK yKyTas Jlidy NpocTMpagiom Hauye ANTUHY B NENIOLWKK, LE I
06B’A3aB MiLLHOI MOTY3KOolt0. Jli3a TPOLKKM Nonpyyanach, ane
NOTiM 3aCNOKOI/1IaCb Ta 3aCHyNa.

PaHKOM KmiTAnBKUIA [04a 3anponoHyBaB PO3CTaBMUTK Ha CTe-
UHI HEXUTPI NAaCTKKU. AKLWO TON He3HaoMeLb AeCb HeaaNeKo
6poaunTb, TO 060B’A3KOBO NOBUHEH MNOTPANMTK B OAHY i3 NACTOK.
loya 6yB yneBHEHWM B LibOMY. BiH BBaXkaB cebe BEIMKMM Mali-
CTPOM Y Uil cnpasi.

MacTKa npuaymaHa i*Kakom BUABUIACH HE TAaKOK BXKe M Npo-
cToto. Lle 6byna netna 3 miLHOT TOHKOT MOTY3KU. [lpyrmMint KiHeub mo-
TY3KM NPUKPINAIOBABCA A0 BEPXiBKM FHYYKOro aepesa. [lepeso
HarMHanNocCb A0 3eMAi, i Noro BepxiBka NpmB’A3yBasacb A0 HENO-
MITHOrO B TPaBi Kino4ka. KiJlIouoK 3HaxoauBCa AKpa3 nocepeanHi
netni. Konm »kepTBa HEHAPOKOM HAcCTymnasa Ha Kino4okK, AepeBo,
3BiZIbHMBLUMCD, PiI3KO PO3NPAMAANOCH, NETNA Xanana HeBaaxy 3a
Hory i Moro nigHimano BBepx.

HaginHicTb nacTkmM BUNaaKkoBo BMnpobysana Ha cobi fli3a.
BoHa TonTanack 6ins MNMeTnKa 3 No4oto, He 3HaUK, YUM TM 40MO-
MOTTH, | HEHAPOKOM HACTyNu/1a Ha TaKUM KiJIOYOK.

— KBa, KBa-a-a-a! — HecamoBMTO 3aKpunyana Jflisa, Konum ge-
peBO BUMNPSAMKUIOCH, @ BOHA KYMeAHO 3aTeslinanacb B MoBiTpi.

— Ocb 6auunTe, SIK HaAiNHO NpPaLLIOE MOA NacTKa, — 3paais
TaKin HaroAji Foya. — MoxeTe He CyMHiBaTUCb. Tenep mMmu Moro
060B’A3K0OBO BNiMMAeEMO. A He NoTepnto, Wob 6ina MOEi AOMIBKK
HOYaMM BELUTABCA HEBIAOMO XTO, MOXK/INBO 31041 AKUINCH!

J1i3y Big NAcTKM 3BiNbHWUAW, | NiWAN B Aim CHigaTW. Ta He
BCTUIIM BOHW CiCTW 33 CTiN, IK HAABOPi 3HOBY NOYYBCS YMNCDH Bia-
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YangyWHUN KPUK.

— lMNonagscA, nonascA Taku, HerigHUKy! — 3pagais Noya 1 nep-
WM BUBIr Ha BynLLO.

Kpi3b 3apocTi yarapHuKy 'oya i3 gpy3amum He 3pasy po3ni-
3HANM CBOIO KepTBY. BUCOKO Ha aepeBi TeninaBcsa Ha MOTY3L,
AKWIACb HEBIZOMMI | TONOCHO 3BaB Ha gonomory. Nobaunsn
BHM3Y louy, MeTuKka n J1i3y, nocTparkaannii 3 Norpo3amm 3akpmyas
Ha HUX:

— 3HiMiTb MeHe, cAKi-TakKi i3 uboro gepesa, 60 A 3as8B/10 Ha
Bac Komicapy noniy,ii! MoHacTaBNAAM KanKaHiB Ha A0PO3i, Ae XO-
AATb nopsagHi rpomagaHm!..

Mpunbyni BNi3HaNW, HapeLwTi, 3HAMOMOTO LWMHKapA — XOM’'AKa
3toHI0. TOBCTEHbKUIA, Haue M’ AYMK, BiH yaapasca 06 ctosbyp ae-
peBa 1 BiACKAKyBaB Bij, HbOro, NPOAOBXKYOYM 06yptOBaTUCH Ta MO-
rPOKyBaTw.

— MeHi we A0Bro o4ikyBaTtu Bawoi gonomorun?! — Kpuyas
3toHA. — CnpobyBanu 6 cami NOBUCITU BHU3 FO10BOIO. ..

Ctyp6oBaHuii loya npuHic apabuHy. BoHN obeperkHO 3HAAN
LWMHKapA 3 AepeBa 1, Ay*Ke BUbBavaoumcb, NoYanm MeTyLNTUCA
6ins Hboro. 3acTibHY/IM HAa HbOMY MiAXKaKa, NIATATHYAN WTaHL,.
Ni3a A3MKOM KpacuBO 3a/1M3ana 310Hi PO3KyMOBAKEHE BONOCCA Ta
HaZjifna MoMy Ha ronoBy KapTy3a.

— BiayeniTbca Big meHe! — HifiK He 3acnokotoBaBcA 3t0HA. —
MeHi 30BciMm He noTpibHi oTaki nocayrm! A yepes Bac 3ani3HIOOCH
Ha poboTy. [lo MeHe 3paHKy B KaB'APHIO HABiAYOTbCA NOCTiMHI KNi-
EHTU. A A HE 3BMK NPMMYLLYBATU iX YEKATH TiINbKKU TOMY, O BU, Bif,
HiYoro pobuTn, po3CcTaBAAETE OTYT CBOI NAacTKu!

LLlo mornu omy Bignosictu loya, MeTuk Ta Jliza? Jlisa cnpo-
b6yBana, BMbayatoumnCb, TMXO KBAKHYTH, ane Le we binble posis-
NnUNo obpaxkeHoro 3toHio.

3pewToto, NeTuk 3 J1i3010 NONPOLLLANAUCH 3 IXKAaUYKOoM i nocni-
WMAN BCAIA 3a LWWMHKapeM, CNoAiBatoYNCb TAKOXK NOCHIAATH B
Hboro, 60 Yepes oTi NPUroAn Ta NEPEKUBAHHA TaKM 3rONIOLHINN.
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BiasaxHi nomiuHuku Makca
3aCNyXKuUnu BiANYCTKY

MprMicbKM BOK3an Haragysas 3apa3 po3bypxaHOro mypatu-
HWKa. CToAB NIOACBKMIA ramip, ryakm npubysaroumnx NoTAris, a
Tenep, B A0OBEPLUEHHA BCbOMY — i FOI0OCHE, Becene KBaKaHHA. flisa
pagina binblue 3a BCiX, OTPMMABLLM HAapeLUTi NPaBO Ha BignyCTKy.
MakKc, xou i 6e3 6axkaHHA, ane 3myLeHui bys NiTn Ha NoAibHWI
KpOK, 60 BiaYyBaB, WO MOro nignerni Taku NPUTOMUANCA OCTaHHIM
Yyacom. Broma noro areHTiB MOrna noraHo BMJIMHYTU Ha pPe3y/b-
TatTM poboTu.

BapiaHTiB, Kyau noixatu y BignycTky 6yno gekinbka. besi 3a-
XOTiNOoCb NPOBiAaTU MicuA CBOET tOHOCTI. A 6yn0 Ue B TENANX Yya0-
BUX Kpaax Cuumnnii. MNeTnK mpias BigNOYUTN B HE MEHLL Yy40BOMY
Micui — Ha JTazypHomy bepesi y ®paHLuii, Npo Lo BUYMTaB He-
[ABHO B raseti. A ocb J1i3a, He po3yMmitoum, WO TO 3a Kpai TaKi 1 LWo
Tam xopouwloro, 3abarkana noixatu y BignNycTKy Ao cBoei 6abyci, AKa
MELLKa/la B HEBEZIMYKOMY CENULLI i3 NpnBabainBOIO Ha3BOK —
«Bigntoakm». Hiaki BMOBAAHHA ii napTHepiB Ha Hei He aianun. Jliza i
CNyxaTWn He XOTina Npo AKicb Tam Cuumnii Ta J1asypHi 6epern.

Josenoca NeTuky Ta besi NiTn Ha NOCTYNKM gami, i norogm-
TUCD.

Cam Makc BMpilUMB NPOAOBXKYBATU NPALLIOBATH, XO4 MOTO
nignerni 4yaoBo 3HaNN, AKka To byae poboTta — BiH Byae gHAMM
cuAaiTv B 3abiranniskax, yaatoum i3 cebe BesIMKOro TpyaAry.

MiginwoBs NoTAr, i Naca*kMpu KNHYINCb aKTUBHO 3aMOBHIO-
BaTM BaroHW. Hawwi BiANyCKHMKM He BigcTaBanu Big HUX. NeTuk i
Be3sa maike He manu baraxKy — y KOXKHOro no ogHOMY ManeHb-
KOMYy CaKBOAXY, ane Jlisa Habpana y BignNyCTKy CTiNbKKU peyen, Wwo
HeBiAOMO 6yN10, AK yCe Le NOMICTUTbCA Y BaroHi. BoHa, ronocHo
KBaKato4M Ta PO3LUTOBXYIOYM MACAXKMPIB, 3aBaHTAXKyBaNa CBOE
[06p0, NOKPUKYIOUN HA MapTHepiB Wo6 aKTUBHILE Aonomaranm
in.

Y BaroHi, AKUMOCb AMBOM PO3MICTUBLUM CBiN Barax, Jlisa
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NpPOAOBKYyBaNa KBakaTW, BMUMaraouu Big nposigHMKIB Wwob obcny-
rosysa/iv nepuu 3a Bce ii.

MeTuk Ta be3s, BKpalh 3MyyYeHi KBaKaHHAM CBOEI NAapTHepLL,
HapeLwTi, NArAn cNaTh, NPUHLUMNOBO BiABEPHYBLUKUCH Big, JTi3n Ta
3aTYIMBLUM BYXa BAaTHMMM TaMMNOHAMM. 3aN/OLWMBLUM OYi, KOXKEH
i3 HMX yaBnAB cobi 3apas, AK Yya0Bo iMm Bignoumsanoca 6 Ha Kpa-
LKMX KypopTax EBponu, Ae naeLLyTbCA NarigHi, Tenai Nnpo3opi XBUi
M 3irpiBa€ rapaYnii, }KOBTEHbKWUI MICOYOK.

Y noganbwomy ocobamBux npuros y Aoposi He 6yno. Mpu-
6yN1 BOHWM Ha KiHLLEBY CTAHL,it0 BY4aCHO 11 6aarononyyHo. Lle, ma-
OyTb, 3aBAAKM TUM Ke BaTHUM TamnoHam, 60 /1i3a Bcto gopory He
MOr/1a BFaMyBaTMKCb i HE 3aKpMBana poTa, reTb 3aMy4mnBLLM peLuTy
nacaxkupis. Mabytb TomMy, nig KiHeUb A0POrK y BaroHi 3aMWNANCD
TiNbKWM OAHI NOMIYHUKN AeTeKTuBa MakKca.

ONMHMBLUMCb Ha MaNeHbKil cTaHLji, HaBiTb He CTaHLil, a Ha
AKOMYCb 3aHeg6aHOMY NONYCTaHKY, [eTuk i3 besem 3po3yminm,
LLLO e, K rOBOPUB BiAOMUI NiTepaTypHUiA repoi, He Pio-ae-HKa-
Helpo. HaBko10 He Byno KoAHOT AyLWi, i HaBiTb ANBHO 6YN0, AK
noTpanue clogu iX NOTAr. Xoya, Konis TyT yce X byna, ane cknaga-
NI0Cb TaKe BPa*KeHHA, WO TYT YKe KiHelb CBITy.

3acmyueHi nobavyeHum MNeTuk i3 besem npuciam Ha Banism 1
060€E ripKo 3iTXHYAW.

A Jli3a HaBnaKu, pagina Haye AnTA, BECE/I0 KBaKakoumn Ta
NigNANTYIOYM HA KOPOTKUX NanKax.

— Jli30, Kyan mu notpanuau, i ge TeoA 6abyca? — 3anuTas,
HapewrTi, MeTuK.

— He 1ypbyiTeca, go cenmuwa 6abyci Ham goseaeTbesa ni-
AINTN TPOLLKK NilKn, — 6e3TypboTHO Bignosina Jliza, Hamarato-
4YnUCb 3aKUHYTKU cobi Ha cnuHy Baraxk. — TyT Heaaneuko,
nepenaemo TiibKM Yepes ouen NiCoYOoK.

Jlicoyok, Ha sKMIM NoKasana Jliza byB cX0XKnii Ha be3KpaliHio
Tanry, 60 BiH OTOYYBaB L0 MA/IEHbKY CTaHLLLO, i MOMY, CXOXKe, He
6yN10 KiHUA.

— Bn, Wwo, HIKOAN HE XOANAU B TYPUCTUYHI NOXoA4M? — 34K-
BOBAHO 3anuTasa Jlisa. — Toai Bam AyrKe nouwiactuno. — Bea-
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¥KalnTe, WO MM TYPUCTH, | HA HAC Nnonepeay OYiKytoTb Yya0Bi, 3aX0-
NAOKYI NpMroan, — NPOAOBIKYBaAa Beceno KBakatu Jlisa, Ha-
NPaBAAKYMCH Nefb MOMITHOK CTEXKEUYKOKO B CTOPOHY Aicy.

I3 coboto BOHa Npuxonuna AnLW YacTUHY cBoro baraxy, Tomy
MeTuKy 3 besem goBenochb 3arpy3nTn Ha cebe BCe, WO 3a/INWLNNOCH
i mocniwaTy BCAi4 3a HEBraMOBHOI NapTHEPKOto. MeTuK, AKLLO
yecHo, 6oAaBca nicy 3 MOro ANKUMM 3BipamMm, ki NONONANN NOXKU-
BUTUCb YOMYCb CamMe KpoInKamu. Tomy, Nornagatoumn 3 oCTpaxom
Ha rycTi YarapHWKK, NeTUK 0CTaTOYHO BNEBHMUBCA, LLLO LbOropivyHa
BiANycTKa byae 3incoBaHa NOBHICTIO.

— J1i30, HAm A0BrO e NAEHTATUCA LMMMN }KaxIMBUMU 3ap0-
CTAMW? — 3aNunTaB BiH.

JNi3a 3ynuMHUNack Ha XBU/bKY, OTNIAHY/1acb B Pi3Hi 6OKM 1, Ha-
peLTi, yneBHEHO NoKa3asa HanpAMOK yAiBo, ae nic bys we rycri-
LM,

— A 3rapgana, He3abapom mu nobaurMmo HeBenYKe 03epLe,
6ins AKoro 1 3HaxoauTbcs cenuule 6abyci, — Bianosina /lisa, npo-
[0BXYyo4YM 6e3TypboTHO NOKBaAKyBaTU Ta NO-AMUTAYOMY MiaACTPUOY-
BaTWU, NPUMYAPAKYMCb AOPOTOHO LE M 3pUBATU KBITOYKU B
noAapyHok 6abyci.

OTaK BOHM 1 3abpanmcb B 30BCIM y»Ke HENPOXiAHI 3apocni.
MeTtuk i besa 3 axom 3anifo3punu, WO iXHA NapTHeEpPLUA TaKK 3a-
61ykana.

— J1i30, TV KONK B OCTAHHE NpoBiayBana cBoto 6abyco? —
3anuTas NeTuk, BigvyBatoun nigospine TPeMTiHHA B KONIHKAX Ta
npuxmMmatouncb go besi.

Ni3a Ha MKTb 3ayManacb, MoYyxasa NOTUAULLIO M HEBNEB-
HeHo Bignosina:

— AKLWO YecHo, s We Hi pa3y He byna B 6abyci B roctax, ane
LLe He MAE HiAKOro 3Ha4YeHHs, — BOHA TaKOX NAK/INBO Or/IAHYNACh
Ha TeMHI Kywi. — babyca HegaBHO HanNucana MeHi nCTa, ae Ao-
BO/i AeTaNbHO OnMcana BCHO L0 MiCLLEBICTb, i AK il 3HaUTH...

— Lo %, A Bac no3gopoBnato! — MNeTUK CKUHYB 3i CNUHMK
BaXKKWi1 6araxk i CTomieHo NpuciB Ha Hboro. — Mu Taku 3a6ay-
Ka/In B LbOMY J1iCi, — BiH i3 AOKOPOM MOr/aHyB Ha Jli3y.
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— A Hiyoro cTpalwHoro, ue HaBiTb AyXe Aobpe, — HecnoAi-
BaHO BiArykHynach ixHa 6e3TypboTHa noapyra. — YABiTb cobi, Lo
MU — CMPaBXHi TYPUCTU. A AKLLO TaK, TO AaBanTe PO3naaMmo Ko-
cTep i 3aHO4Yyemo 6ins Hboro. Lle Tak byae poMaHTUYHO...

— Hivoro cobi — pomaHTuKal.. — NeTuK 3HoBY Niao3pino
OrNAHYyBCA Ha 3apocTi. — TyT, HaneBHe, 6e3ni4y BOBKiB, BegMmeAiB Ta
iHWOT 3BipNHWN, — BiH NOrNAHyB Ha be3to 3 HaAi€lo Ha cNiBYYTTA.

Ane wo obHaginAnMBOro Mir BignoBsicTn Momy areHT besxKanic-
HUI?

PanTom 30BciMm 6/1M3bKO NPO3BYyYaB rPisHUIN PUK AKOTOCb
3Bipa.

MepenakaHi TYPUCTU KMHYUCH XTO Kyau pAaTyBaTUCA. leTuK,
He pPo34AyMYHoUM, 3aNAUTHYB HA BIMMKHE AepeBo, MUTTEBO 3abpaB-
LWMCb Ha CaMiCiHbKy BepxiBKy. be3a meTHyBcA 4,0 HAMKHBOIO Kyl
M 3alHAB Tam 060pPOHY, 3arpo3nMBO BUCTaBMBLUM Nepes coboto
MiLHi Kynaku. A Jliza, 3pasy X yTpaTtmsLuKM 6e3TypbOoTHICTb, 3a-
noB3na Nig KNYHKM CBOro X 6araxy, paaitoum, Wo Ha3bumpana ix y
Aopory Tak baraTo.

MouysLiK cebe B be3neLi Ta, Ay»Ke PO3CEPANBLLMCH HA HEBI-
[0MOro 3Bipa, BOHA Y BigN0OBiAb HE MEHLU FPi3HO KBAKHYNa, Ae-
MOHCTPYHOUMN NPOTUBHMUKY, LLLO MOrO HiXTO TYT He HOITbCA.

Jecb ax nig, paHoOK, HiYHI 3BYKM B AiCi 3aTUX/IN, | BiANYCKHUKY,
3aCMNoKOIBLWNCH, PO3Naanaun HesBennyke 6araTra, wob 3irpituch Ta
NPUroTyBaTU CHIZAHOK. JTi3a, AK CNpaBXHA rocnoanHA, po3cTennna
CKaTepPTMHY i HAaKpWUa Yy40BUIA, MOXKHA HaBiTb CKa3aTU — CBATKO-
BUM cTin. TyT 6y 1 MUCAUBCBLKI KOBOACKM, | BAPEHUKU 3 BULLHELD,
i rony6ui 3i cmeTaHO, @ HAOCTAHOK BOHA AicTasia BE/IMKOro Tep-
MOCa 3 rapAYoto KaBoto. [1o KaBu B J1i3n 3HAULIANCA LLyKEPOYKM T
CMAYHEeHbKI BaTpyLlEeYKu.

MeTuK i3 bezem, nobaumBLLK L0 PO3KiLL, NepecTanm Bxe 06-
PaXaTUCb Ha NapTHepLy.

— Hy wo X, cmayHoro Bam, — nobaxana im Jliza, 3pyyHiwie
BMOLLYOYUNCH BinA cKaTepTUHN.

ApomaTy Bif, WeApo HAKPUTOro CTONY LWBUAKO PO3MNOBCOAMN-
JINCb JOBKONA, a Lie 03HA4ano, Lo i10KiB CKOPO MOXe npubasu-
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TUCb. TaK BOHO 1 Tpanunock. Kyuli 6ins HUX 3awapyainu, 3apyxa-
NUCb, | 3BiATINA NOABMBCA, 061M3YHOUNCH, CiPEHBbKUI 3aMYUCBKO, a
BC/liZ, 32 HUM Uina rypba NicoBoi 3BipUHM.

MNeTuk, besa Ta cnaHTennyeHa Jliza He BCTUIM OTAMUTUCD, AK
3-3a BE/IMKOrO Kyllla 3'ABUAACb F0N10BaA CipOro M, CXOXe, WO AyKe
ron04HOro BOBYMCbKA. [Topyy i3 HUM 3BIATINA XK BUCYHY/1aCb BENN-
yesHa rosioa byporo Beameas, i NPOyHAN0 BXe 3HaOMe *Kax-
InBe peBiHHA...

— A-a-a-a-a-an!!! — 3aBepewanu B TpU ronocu BigNyCKHUKN
M KMHYUCb BTiIKATW Nogani Big CBOro CHiAaHKY.

Mepwum yTikaB, NEPENINTYIOYN YepEe3 KOJIHOYi 3apOCTi Bia-
BaXKHUIM areHT be3anicHU. 3a HUM, ranacyoum Tak, wo byno
YyyTHO, MabyTb, AaNeKo 3a JlicaMu Ta NONAMM, MUYaB, KYMeaHO Nia-
CTpUbyrUM, KMITANBUIA NOMIYHUK AeTeKkTuBa MNeTuk. A Bxe BCAif,
3a [leTMKom, KBaKatouu, namrana areHt Jlia.

BoHu, retb nepenakaBLINCb, HAOPaAU TaKy CIPUHTEPCbKY
WBWUAKICTb, WO HE MOT/M | 30PIEHTYBATUCH, KyAM BTiKalOTb. A »Kab,
60 CTeXXMHA, AKOK BOHM MYanun, pantom obipBanach, i peneTtytoui
BiZINYCKHUKKN NONETINN KYAUCb YHU3, Ae Nonajasn B 40BO/i byp-




X/INBY PiYKY, AKA MOHECNA iX MOMIX BEIMKMX BaNyHiB HEBIAOMO
KyAu. 3ax/IMHAUYNC Y XON0A4HIN BOAj, [eTUK 3HOBY NOXKa/KyBas,
LLLO Y CBIiM Yac He BiAXMnMB nNpono3uuito J/1i3n Ha oCb TaKy BiA-
nycTKy. AreHT bess, mabyTb, 6yB 3apa3 NOBHICTIO 3roAeH i3 MNeTn-
Kom, 60 BiH Neab He 3arybus cBOro po3KillHOro KoB6OMCbKOro
Kanentxa, i rocTpi BasyHU BLLEHT NOPBAIM MOr0 HE MEHLL PO3KilLu-
HOro naaLla.

LLlo K, us BignycTKa, cnpaBAi, MOrna 3akiHYNTUCb ANA HUX
TpariyHo, AK6M He Ta * Taku Jliza. Im noTanaHMNo 3 NapTHEPKOIO,
XO4Y BOHM YaCTEHbKO LbOro HegoouiHoBann. abi He cTpallHa
byna BogAHa cTuxia. BoHa, yxonuBLLM OAHIEID 1aNKo Manxke 6es-
AnxaHHoro MNeTuka, a gpyroto — besto, BUTArHyNa ix Ha 6eper. Ka-
NEeNtoLWOoK Ha Hill BMUCIB 3a CMMHOI HA WWHYPOUKY, NIATTAYKO TAaKOXK
noTepnifo Big, cTuxii, ane HacTpin J1i3n HiCKiNbKM He NoCTparkaas. .

— Jli3o, ge mn?.. — neab amnxaroum, 3anutas MNeTuk. — TeoA
6abyca wock po3nosigana Tobi NPO L0 KaXAUBY PiUKY, Y AKIN MU
neApb He NOTOHYN?

Ni3a, nonpaBWBLUKX KanenkoLwKa, noYana 3aCrnoKoBaTK CBOIX
napTHepiB:

— A yum He cnogobanacb Bam oLA YyA0Ba piYKa? — BOHA 3a-
YyepnHyaa B A0/IOHIO BOAWN M BUNWAA i, AEMOHCTPYHOUM NapTHe-
pam, HaCTi/IbKM LS BOZA CMayHa, YMCTa Ta KopucHa. — CnpobyiiTe,
NONUNTE BOAUNYKM...

— A mun 3 besem yxe gobpe Hanuauce ii, 4AKYEMO, — NpPo-

[ 0BXKYyBaB He3a40B0/iIeHO obyptoBaTUcA MeTuk. — Kyam Ham
Tenep Agani nogaTucsa, Ae TBOA 3HaMeHUTa 6abycsa!?

— He nepeiimanTtecs Tak, s 3apa3 30pieHTytocsa, — Jli3a orna-
Hy/lacs HAaBKPYru 1 yneBHEHO NoKa3a/ia Nanko HanpaBo. —
Miwnn 3a MHOtO, A0 cenunlla babyci BXke Heganeko.

HeBigomo, skMMm YnHom J1i3a Tak yneBHeHO BUOMpana Hanps-
MOK, He MatouM Hi KOMMacy, Hi AKOrocb iHWOoro npuaagy. Mox-
INBO, BOHA HIOXOM BigyyBana, ae il poAnYKa MeLLKAE, AKLLO B
¥abu B3arani € HIOX. BOoHa XK, yce-Taku, He cobaka 11 He KillKa.

BubpaHuii J1izoto HanpsiMOK BUSIBMBCA 3aHAATO BXKe CKNafa-
HMM. Jlic yce wie He 3aKiH4YyBaBCA, @ MiCLLeBICTb CTaBa/a Bce
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6inblwe HenpoxigHoto. [lepeBa TyT 6y YOMYCb NOBAZIEHUMM,
Haye nocTparkaanu Bia bypesito. AKOICb CTEXKEUKM UM AOPIKKM TYT
30BCiM He 6y/10, TOMY HaCTpil BiANYCKHUKIB Bi LLbOro He NOKpa-
wysaBscA. [eTuk KanibHo cTorHas, NOWKOANBLUKM cObi HiXKy, Ta 3a-
MOTaBLUM ii AKOKOCb raHYipKoto. bess, Becb B 06igpaHi oaei,
BUIIALAB 3apa3 CXOXKMM Ha »KebpakKa. | Tinbku Jliza He BTpayana
ONTMMI3MY, BECENI0 NOKBAKYHUYM AKYCb MENOAi 0.

HecnogisaHo nonepeay BOHWM Nobaunam nas, CXOXKMUM Ha BXif
00 neyepu. La 3Haxigka ix Tpowku nindaabopuna. BoHn cnogisa-
JIUCb, L0 B Neyepi MoxHa byae nepenounTu. Mpo XKy BOHKU cTapa-
Cb He 3raayBaTu, 60 Becb cBil Haraxk Ta 3anacu NPoOAYKTIB i3
nepenaky 3aJMWNAN TONOAHUM MELLKAHLAM Aicy.

3abpaBlncb obeperkHOo B neyepy, CTOMEHI BigNyCKHUKK
6ynu 3pasy K po3vapoBaHi NnobayeHMm Tam. MNeyepa BuABMAACD
3axapalleHow KamiHHAM, ane Jliza, 6anaHcyoum NoOMixK Kam’ aHUX
6punn, yneBHEHO pyxanacb B rnbuHy nevyepun. Take CKNaganocb
BPaXXEHHSA, WO BOHA TyT He Bnepue, Tomy lNeTuk i3 besem He Bia-
Ba*KYBa/INCh ii 3yNUHATK. BOHM HACTINbKN BTOMUAUCD, LLLO HE Maau
CUN cnepeYvyaTmCb 3 HEBraMOBHOK MOAPYroH0.

— NNi30, gaBail TPOLWKM NepenoYmHemMo, — 3aCKUTrAuB MeTuk,
NpUCigatoum Ha KameHA. — | Kyam Mmu oue HanpaB/IAEMOCH, HEBXKe
TBOA 6abycs melKae B NoAibHin nevepi?

— Bu nornaHbTe, AK TYT LiKAaBO, — He BramoByBasach Jlisa. —
Koaun mun we 3moxkemo nobysaTn B TaKUX YyA0BUX, TAEMHUYMX
neyepax?

Ni3a 3pobuna e AeKinbKka KPOoKiB i 3HOBY CKPUKHYAA Bif, 3a-
XOMN/IEHHA:

— lNornaxbTe, AKA Kpaca, AKa YyaoBa nig3emHa ranepes!

| cnpasai, BOHM 3apa3 ONUHUINCL B AKOMYCb AMBHOMY Nig-
3eMHOMY NPUMILLLEHHI, 3 BUCOKMMM, 3aCOTAaHUMM rYCTUM NABYTUH-
HAM KOJOHaMMU.

— AK Xanb, WO MM 3annwnamn pasom 3 baraxkem i potoana-
paT, — NPoAO0B}KyBana 3axonatoBaTuch Jliza nobayeHnm. — MoxK-
JIMBO, MM MEPLUMMM BIgKPUAK L0 ranepeto, 6o cxoxKe, Wo TyT
[AaBHO Hikoro He nobysano. — Jli3a, paaitoun, 3anaumrana no rane-
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pei, LOTOPKYHUYMCb A0 KOXHOI KONOHM Ta A0 CTiH, HA AKMUX MOMITHi
6ynn AMBHI HAaCKaNbHI MaNOHKM.

Pantom, nicns ii 4OTKKY, CTiHa 3aTpemTina M HecnoAiBaHo
pO3CMnanaco, BiAKPUBLLM BENKY CTATYIO AKOrOCb APEBHLOIO
igona. NobaumnsLlum 3HaxXiAKy, HalWi BiANYCKHUKM 3yMMHUINCD BPa-
x)eHnmu. CtaTtya BUBANCKYBaNa *KOBTUM METaNOoM, a i BeIUKI oui
HiBW CBITUNUCD i3 cepeanHM.

MeTuK i3 besem ye 11 3abyan Npo BTOMY, He 3HaOUM, PASiTH
i 3HaxXigui, Y1 HaBNakM — OYiKyBaTW Bif, iL0N13 AKMXOCb HEMPU-
€MHOCTEN. PanTom BOHWM Nobaunnu, aK y cTaTyi 3aTpemTiin meTa-
NeBi BiKK, a 3 ii BEIMKOTO HAMNiBPO3KPMTOro poTa NOYYyBCA
nigo3pPiNnUN rypKir.

Cxoe, Lo BOHW HEe HAaBMUCHe, a/ie MOTPUBOKUAM CMOKIN
Lboro seneta. NypKiT yce noCUAIOBABCA, i, HApeLWTi, CTiHM Ta KO-
JIOHW MOYan PO3Ba/tOBATUCL. BennyesHa Kam’aHa 6puna negb He
po34vasuna i3y, AKa, po33ABMBLUM Bif, 3aXONJEHHA POTa, NPOA0B-
KyBana AMBUTUCH Ha igona. Ynaswu, 6pmnaa po3cmnanach BLLEHT,
34iAHABLUM XMapy NMUJOKMU.

MeTuk i besa, niaxonmsLuM Tenep yxe nepensakaHy noapyry,
NOMYanu Hasag 40 BMXoA4y 3 nevyepu. 3a HUMMU, 3i CTPALLEHHUM
FYPKOTOM PYLUMANACA rafepesn, Aka NpoicHyBasa, MabyTb, AeKiNbKa
CTONITb A0 NOABNEHHA TYT HEBFAMOBHMX BiANYCKHUKIB AeTEeKTMBA
Makca. BUCKoumnBLIK 3 Nevepun Ha30BHi, BOHWU, HE 3YNMUHAIOYUCD,
NOMYann retb, NOAanNi Big, CBOEI 3HAXiAKW.

HapewwTi, BTPaTUBLLM OCTATKU CUA, BOHU 3YMUHUANCH 1 OrNAa-
HYAMCb Ha3aa,. Tam rypKiT we npoaoBKyBaBcs, i Take 6yno Bpa-
YKEHHSA, WO BiH HabauKaeTbca. MNornsaHyBLWM BBEPX, PO3rybneHi
NoMiYHUKM Makca nobaumnm, wo Hebo 3aTArHY1I0Cb TEMHUMM
XMapaMu 1 Tenep rypkiT y»ke iyHaB 3BiaTinA. Hesxke HebecHa cTu-
Xif TakoXK 06pa3nnacb Ha HUX, | BUPiLLMAA NOKApaTM HEBAAX-BiA-
NYyCKHUKIB.

CxoKe W0 TaK BOHO M CTanocb, 60 i3 xmap NoimMBCA NPOAMB-
HUM OoL, i3 rpaZoM, YNUIKYN BEIMKUMW NbOAHUMM Fpaam-
HaMM NPUHULLKANX Ta FreTb Po3ryb1eHnX MNOpPYLUHMKIB CMOKOHO LUX
3anoBigHMX MicLb. [JO TOrO X 34iMHABCA CUIbHUIN yparaHHUM
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BiTep. MNeTuk 3 besem, NpUKpUBLIK cob0oto 30BCiM 06M’aKny J1isy,
MOKAM Nig, gowem, 60 3axoBaTuCb TyT He Byno ge.

Ha wacTa, rpo3a npomariHyna WBMAKO, HABKPYrU BCE AKOCH
panToBO CTUX/0, i HABiTb NOYY0Ch Becene LBipKaHHA NTULb.

— Lo ue 6yno, Jlizo? — 3HOBY No4as npen’ABNATU NpeTeHsii
[0 nogpyru MeTuk. — | e, ckaxu HapewTi, TBoA 6abyca?! A,
3HAELL, y¥Ke mpito ii nobauunTu.

He BCTUr BiH Le BUrOBOPUTU, AK PanNTOM AeCb 34a/1eKy Npo-
rpvminn BuCTpinu. NMepenakaHi BigNyCKHUKK, NPUTUCHYBLUMCb
O4WMH 40 O4HOrO, 3pO3YMINN, WO iXHI Npuroam we He 3akiHYnnach.

LLle oguH 3ann nponyHaB yxe 6aunxkye. Burnanyswm is-3a ge-
peBa, MeTnk Nnobaums, WO NPAMO HA HUX MUYUTb BEINKA 3rpas BOB-
KiB. Kyauco yTikaTu BXe 6yn0 3anisHo, TOMy NOMIYHUKN AETEKTUBA
Makca, 3aX0BaBLUMCb 33 TOBCTUM CTOBOYpPOM AepeBa, KOXKEH 3a-
NJIIOWMB O4i, CNOAIBAOYNCH WO BOBKM iX HE MOMITATb.

Xou, AKLLO0 YecHOo, HiYoro ocob6nBoro TyT 3apas He BigbyBa-
nocb. MpocTo Mwna ob6n1aBa Ha BOBKIB, i MMCNBLL BUCTPiNamm 3a-
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raHAAW iX y NPUroTOBAHY 3aCiaKy.

A ocb i BOHWM HabmKatoTbCA, Y Yeprose NasabHyBLUK 3 pyLU-
HUUb. Jli3a BUrnNsHyna 3-3a AepeBa i panTom ro/IoCHO M YOMYCb pa-
AiCHO 3aKpuyana:

— babycto-to-to-10, KBa, KBa, KBa!!!

| cnpasai, Hawmx BigNYCKHUKIB OTOUMAN 3apa3 34MBOBAHI MU-
CNnBL, a cepep HuX J1i3a Bni3Hana 1 CBOKO POAMUKY, AKA TaKOXK
TpMmana nepen coboto pyLIHNULIO

— J1i30HbKO, TU K OTYT ONMMHKIACL, KBA, KBa, KBA?! — BUTYK-
Hyna 6abycs, i BOHM pagicHO 0bHANUCA.

Bina HeBennykoi oceni, cepen cagy CTOAB HAKPUTUIN ANA rOC-
Te cTin. NlisnHa 6abyca, pagicHO KBaKakoum, po3CcTaBasANa Tapisku
3i CMa4YHUMM icTBamU. Y Hel CbOroAHi cnpaBai BennKe CBATO —
npuixana ii yntobneHa BHy4YKa 3i CBOIMM ApYy3AMMU.

Babyca He nepecTaBana pajicHO KBaKaTK, pO3NoBigato4m
NPUCYTHIM, WO 061aBy Ha BOBKiIB BOHM B CE/IMLLI rOTyBa/In AABHO,
60 Ti BOBYMCbKA 30BCiM 3aMy4YMIN MELLKaHL,iB cennu,a CBoiMu Ha-
6iramu. | Tpeba K byno TaKoMy TPanNUTUCh, LWLOHO came CboroaHi
NpUIXanm Taki 4opori rocTi...

Hapewri, y ageteKktneisa MaKkca nodyanacb CNpaBKHA BigNyCTKa.
MeTuk, be3sa 11 Jliza malixKe WOAHA NPOryAt0BaAnCh Y Yy40BOMY
nici, 36uparoun arogn. babyca HaBiTb A03BOAMANA TM BpaTh pyLU-
HULO 3 COHOLD, TOMY YaCTEHbKO 3 Jlicy JOHOCUANCL BUCTPINM Ta
ry4Hi Beceni BUKPUKM BiANOYMBAOYMX NOMIYHMKIB AETEKTMBA
Makca. MeTuK i bess amyweHi 6ynm Bu3HaTH, Wo Jliza 6yna Takm
NnpaBoto, 3aMpPONoOHYBaBLLUK IM OTaKy YyA0BY BignycTKy B 6abyci.

Aki Tam Cuuymnii Ta NlasypHi 6eperu...

Ane, HarxKanb, iXHA BigNyCcTKa y»Ke 3aKiHumnack. Nopa nosep-
TAaTUCb B MicTO, HA poboTy. babyca HaBaHTaxuKna ix y Jopory Benu-
KMm baraxkem 3 nogapyHkamu. Focti noobiusnm 6abyci, wo Tenep
BOHM 060B’A3KOBO LWOPOKY BYyAYyTb BiANOYMBATHM TiIbKK B HEl, i Le
6a)kaHHA cnpasai 6yno wmpum.

MoTar NnpnbyB Ha MiCbKWIA BOK3a/ 3 HEBEIMYKUM 3ani3HEH-
HAM. MakKc i3 HeTepniHHAM OYiKyBaB Ha NEPOHi CBOIX NOMIYHUKIB.
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BiH TaKM CKy4mMB 3@ HUMM, A0 TOFO XK i pO6OTM HaKoNMUMnoch Ha-
rato. 3ycTpid iXxHA BUABUAACH AyrKe 3BOPYLUAMBOLD. PO3uynnsince,
MakKc HaBiTb 0OHAB KOXKHOI0, Y4M Ay*Ke NPUEMHO 34MBYBAB Nia-
Nernux.

Barak 3aBaHTaxmnu B aBTomobinb, MakKc 3aBiB MoTopa, ane
Ni3a HecnoAaiBaHO YOMYCb 3aBepeLLana, 3aKkBakana i, BACKOUYNBLLM
i3 MalWKWHKU, KNHYNACb Kyauchk 6irtn. 3anmBoBaHi apy3i nobirnm 3a
Heto, neAb Ha3AorHaBLWM ii. J1iza BUpMBanach M NpoaoBKyBana
KpWU4aTu, NOKa3yruM Ha HAaTOBM MNacaXmpis:

— JloBiTb Moro, nositb!!! A 6aunna xaxnmeoro xebpaka!
Nosi-i-i-i-Tb...

BiasiauHu 3HamMeHUTOI YakNyHKU

JNiza, BUCYHYBLUIM A3MKaA, CTapaHHO Habupana Ha Knasiwax
Komn’toTepa AKUNCL AUBHUN TeKcT: «KBa, KBa. Mpusit! Ak TBOI
cnpasu? Kea».

Lleit eneKTpoHHMIN NUCT NOMYaB CiTKO IHTepHeTy, | He3aba-
pPOM Ha MOHITOPI BUCBITUNACL TaKa X AMBHA BiANOBIAb: «KBa, KBa.
3apacTByn. Y meHe Bce rapasg,. Kea».

Yce ue Bigbysanocb B odici aeTekTBa MaKca. YKe manxke
TUXAEHb NPOMMUHYB, AK NOMIYHMKN MaKca NnoBepHYAUCH 3 Bigny-
CTKU. Jlidy ToAj negb 3acnokoinu, 60 BOHa BCe BUPMBANacb, BUKpU-
Kytouu, wo 6aumna toro kebpaka. MoxauBo 1 Tak, ane Makc,
NPOBIPUBLLM Ha BOK3ani BCi MPUMILLLEHHSA, HE 3HAMLLOB NOTO.

3peLwToto, yci 3acnoKoinnck, ocobamso — Jliza. BoHa B ocTaH-
Hi Yyac He Bigxoauna Big Komn'toTepa, BUNAAKOBO HAaTpanuBLLX B
IHTEepHeTI Ha HeBigomoro apyra. BoHu 3pasy K noposyminucs, 60
He3pMUMnit JTi3MH 3HAMOMUIN, CXOXKe, TaKoXK ByB Kaboto. Ocb i Lboro
BeYOpa, BOHA Haye NpuKKMNiaa A0 eKpaHy MOHITopa.

B odici /liza 3Haxogmnacb He ogHa. MNopyy 3 Heto 3a KypHab-
HUM CTOIMKOM cuAaiB MNeTuK, neperoptaroym 3HiYes’s ctapi raseTHi
NigWwWmnBKN. Y KYTKY B Kpicni agpimas areHT besAa. bina sigumHeHoro
BiKHa CTOAB Y pO3AyMax cam xassiH opicy — aetekTns Makc. BiH byB
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36EHTEXEeHNM HeBJaYaMM B NOLLYKaX HEBAOBMMOTO »ebpaka. Ix B
OCTaHHIM Yac Yomycb nepecnigysanv Hesaayi, a Makc He Mir i3 Lum
3MUPUTUCB, 6O aBTOPUTET MOro Yy 40BOro areHTcTea byB AN1A HbOTO
BUMLLLE 3a BCe. Yce XK, Take Byn0 BparKeHHs, WO XTOCb HibK HayaKkny-
BaB MOMY LUX HENPUEMHOCTEN. Hy, xou bepu 1 3BepTamca A0 AKOICb
3HaxapKu, wob 3Hana Ti yapu.

«AK6M byna *KnBok moa npababyca, BoHa 6 gonomorna», —
nogymas Makc.

Moro cTapeHbKka poAmMyKa KOMMCb CaBuaach 34i6HOCTAMM
3Haxapku. [i HaBiTb NPO3MBanM cnpaBXHbOIO Bigbmoto. Came Jono-
MOTa OCb TaKoi BiagbM#u 11 He 3aBaauna 6 3apa3 3HaAMEHUTOMY AeTeK-
TMBY.

— lMocnyxanTe, AKY LiKaBy 3aMiTKy A BUYMTAB, — PaAnNToOM ne-
pepBaB po3aymu Makca lNeTuk. — [lecb, 3@ MICTOM Yy HaC MeLUKaE
3HaMeHM1Ta YaK/yHKa. [10 Hei He rpebyloTb 3BepTaTUCh HaBITb Hal-
BUMLL NocagoBLi micta. MoxKe i Ham 3BepHYTUCA A0 Hei? — Yu cepit-
O3HO, YM KAPTOMa 3aNpPOMNOHYBaB BiH.

MakKc, CTpeneHyBLINCb, BUXOMMB Y MOMIYHMKA ra3eTy 1 noyas
YyuTaTU:

«... Yy TEMHY, 6e3MicaYHy Hiu... Tpn pa3n NOBEPHYTUCb Ha Of-
HOMyY Micu,i... CnAOHYTU Yepes npase naeve cyciga...»

BiH BUrAsiHYB Y BiKHO 1 CXBM/IbOBAHO BUIYKHYB:

— MornAaxbTe, CbOroAHi AKpa3 beamicA4yHa, TeMHa Hiv. Ja-
BalTe HaBiAAaEMOCb A0 L€l YaknyHKM. O4HAKOBO X cuammo bes
aina.

MeTuK, TaKOXK BUTNAHYBLUM Y BIKHO, Y*Ke NMOXKa/IKyBaB, L0 TakK
Heob6ayHO 3HAMLLIOB L0 3aMiTKY, pO3CepAnBLUUCL | HA aBTOpa 3a-
MITKW, i Ha raseTy, AKa APYKYE NOAibOHI HiceHiTHMUI. BiH aobpe 3HaB
XapaKTep CBOro HayanbHMKA. AKLWO TOMYy NpUALe B rONI0BY AKACb
inen, To BiH 3pa3y K bepeTbca ii BTiNtoBaTK B XKUTTA. Ocb i 3apas,
MakKc HakuMHyB Ha cebe nnaly, CXONWB i3 BillaNKK Kanestoxa i CKo-
MaHA4yBaB:

— Miwnn weuawe, 60 HacTynae ONiBHIY, a Ue, AK TYyT Hanu-
CaHO, CaMWi 3pYYHUI Yac...

BiH po36byauB, nepenaKkaswimn, besa, NniaWwTOBXHYB A0 BUXOAY
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cnaHTennyeHoro MeTuKa 1 cxonue 3a KOMmip Jlidy, AKa 1 He gymana
BiAXOAWNTW Big Komn'toTepa.

ENneKkTpoHHe INCTYBaHHA 3 HEBUAMMWUM L,PYrOM 3HAXO4MN0Ch
AKpa3 y po3nani, a TyT, 6auTe, Tak rpybo BigBONIKAIOTD...

«KBa, KBa. MNpoLaBa-a-a-ai...» — BCTUIA LLLe HABPATU Ha Kna-
BilLAX OCTaHHi cno.a Jliza. BoHa He morna BTOPONUTKU, WO 33 He-
06XiAHICTb KyAMCb T B TaKy TEMHY, XONO04HY Hi4. Konm X in
foporoto Makc yce po3’acHuB, Jli3a TaKoX 3aLlikaBUNACb MOMK/INBI-
CTHO MOCMi/IKYBaTMCA 3 BiAOMOO YaKNyHKO. BoHa cnoaiBanach pos-
A06yTM B 3HAXapKKM AIKOrocb 3inna AnA KpacoTu. B i nncTyBaHHi
HACTYNWB Takui Nepios, Koan HeobxiAHO BXKe NO3HaMoOMUTUCH bes-
nocepeaHbo, a gNA Lboro Jlisa mycmna notypbysBaTucb NpPo CBOKO
30BHiLLHICTb. 3BMYaNHO, BOHA Byna BNeBHEHA, WO M TaK BUMNAOAE
KpacyHeto, afie CKOPUCTATUCb NOCAYraMmn YaKayHKU Byno 3amaH-
nBO.

— | WO BM TaKe Hagymanu? — He 3acnoKotoBascA MeTuk. —
Haue mani gitn. Xusete y BiKk Komn’toTepis, a BipUTE B YaK/NYHIB...

Tum yacom BOHM HBraronony4yHo nepebpanunch Yepes XUTKUI
CTapeHbKUi MicTo4oK. CTerKKa, 3BMBaAOUYMCb 3MiNKOLO, NoBena ix y
TeMHi xawi nicy. MNeTuK Wwe pa3 NoXKankyBas, Lo oMy 3abarnoca ne-
pernagatu ctapi razetu. Jlinwe 6 cuaiB TMXO Ta AMBMBCA KiHO MO Te-
nesisopy.

HeBenunuka gepes’siHa xaTWHaA YakNyHKKU 3’ABMNACb nepes
HMMM TaK HecnogiBaHo, Haye BMpoOcCAa i3 3emi. AK6U He TbmsAHe
CBIT/10, L0 MEePEXTiNo B il MasIeHbKOMY BiKOHLLi, TO BOHW 6 i HE nomi-
TMAN ii.

— Crinte! — ckomaHayBaB MakKc, NpUTpUMyHUM gpy3iB. —
He Tpeba 3abyBaTu nNpo iHCTPYKL,ii, HanucaHi B raseTi. [loBTOptONTE
3a MHO1O Bce, Wo 8 pobutumy. BiH Tpu pa3m obepHyBca Ha Mmicli, i
CNAOHYB Yepes npase naeve J1isu.

— ObepexHo! Ansuck, Kyam naewca! — pantom obypuscs
MeTuK, 60 MaKc nAtoHYB Yy TEMPABI MPAMO Ha HbOTO.

Yce X, BAKOHABLUM BUMOTU iHCTPYKL,ii, BOHM NONpAMYBaau 4,0
Aepeit. Makc, Ha BCAKMM BMMAAO0K, Haka3as besxanicHomy BapTy-
BaTM 6ina Bxoagy. Hesigomo 6yno, Lo ix o4vikye Tam, y XxaTuHi. MNoTim
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BiH IereHbKo NOCTYKaB y ABepi, afe BcepeamnHi XxaTuHu 6yno Hanpo-
4yyA TMxo. NoTonTaBWKUCb XBUAMHKY B Hepiwy4ocTi, MaKc Biaxmnaus
[BEpi 1 Mano He 3aKpuuas i3 nepenaky. Momy 3pasy x Ha ronosy,
NPOTMBHO KAaPKHYBLUW, CiB BE/IMKUIA HOPHMI BOPOH. Kanentox 3neTis
i3 r0I0BM AETEKTMBA M MOKOTUBCA AeCb Nif, 1aBKYy. BOpoH roctpumm
KirTamu 6onsye noapsanas Momy no6a i e pa3 ronoCHO KapKHYB,
CMOBILLAIOYM Xa3AMKY NPO HIYHUX FOCTEMN.

I3-3a HM3EeHbKOI Neyi Nokasanacb 3ropbseHa NOCTaTb 3Ha-
Xapku. MobaumsLuu ii, npubyni neagb He NOBepHYNU Ha3aga,. Mepeko-
lweHe 3MopwKaMmu obanyysa cTapoi MOrno Hanakatu 6yab-Koro.
OpeXka Ha Hi TAaKOXK HeEMaa XKOAHOTO BiAHOLWEHHA A0 OCTaHHIX
3pasKiB Cy4acHOi moau, a Te, WO 3HaxXo4mMA0Chb B HEl Ha ronoBi, B3a-
rani He nignarano Hiakomy onucy. To 6yB AKUNCb NAETEHWUN i3 103U
KOLUMK, i3 A4iPOK AKOro CTUpYana cosioMa. Y HbOMy HaBiTb LLOCb KBOK-
Tano, Haye TaM HeC/INCb KypHU. — 3axoabTe, 3axoAbTe, 40pPOori
rocTi, — npoxpunino B ii ropai. Ffonocom Te XpUNiHHA HA3BaTU He
MOXHa byno. — [ly)Ke, ayxe nobpe, WO BM HaBigaAnCb A0 MEHE,
CTapoi Ta HeMiYyHoi. Yum moxKy 6yTM Bam KopucHoto? Miainaite
6Aunk4e, 5 xouy Bac gobpe posrneaitu.

Crtapa, onMparumnchb Ha LinokK, nigiiwna o MakKca 11 yBaXKHO
3arnsHyna Momy B odi. MaKc axk 3aTpemTiB Big nornaay ii NPOHU3-
NINBUX OYULb.




— Tak, Tak, — NpoA0BXKyBana XpUniTn 3HaxapKa. — Y Bac, A
6auy, Hakonuuuaocb barato Npobaem, i moa gonomora Bam cripaBa,i
noTpibHa.

BoHa BigcTynuna Big AeTeKTUBA M, YOBrakouM KPUBUMM HiK-
Kamu, Habamsunace o Metuka. MNeTuK He 3HaB KyAu 1 3aX0BaTUCH
Bif4 ui€i cTapoi. BiH TyamscAa 33a4y 40 Makca, ane 3Haxapka, cxo-
MUBLLM MOTO 3a N1aLLKaH NifrKaKa, BCE K BUBOJIOK/IA Ha CBIiTA0. [eTuK
30BCIM OX/1B 3 NepensaKy. Moro f0Bri Byxa, WO 3aBX/AM XBaLbKO
CTUPYaNM goropu, Tenep onycTMancb Haye nos’ane nancra. Cam BiH
TAKOX CTY/IMBCA, 3ropbmBCA Ta NOAYMKMU NPOK/IMHAB CBOHO LUKIiAAUBY
3BMYKY UMTATU raseTu.

— A BM 33418 4YOTO A0 MEHEe NPUNLLAN? — 3HaxXapKa yBaXKHO
3arnAaHy/ia B o4i NOMIYHMKA AeTEeKTMBA. — Y Bac A 30BCiM He 3Ha-
XO4KY HifikMx npobaem. Bu Ha noaus wacamea ocoba. A Takmx bes-
TYPOOTHUX KNIEHTIB WEe He 3ycTpiyana.

«Hivoro cobi — 6e3TypboTHicTb! — nogymas MNeTuk. — A we
HiKonKM He byB cTypboBaHMM binblue. HeBxKe LA cTapa Kapra He po-
3yMi€, WO MOS HaMBaxnueiwa TypboTa 3apa3s — ue AKomora
WBKMALLIE 3BiACINA BHUKHYTU?»

BTpatnBwmn byab-aknii iHTepec Ao lNeTuka, 3Haxapka no-
6aumna Nisy. N1i3a, y CBOO Yepry, i3 LjikaBiCTIO po3r/iaaana YakNyHKy,
NMoKu Ta HabaunxKanacb. BoHa HaBiTb cnpobyBana NignAnrHyTm, wob
yr/iefiTv, Wo Tam KBOKTA€E B KOLIMKY Ha ro/10Bi CTapoi. 3HaxapKa 3a-
rnsHyna B ovi J1i3n i BigcaxHynacb. BennyesHi Hemuratoui odi abu
CNPaBWUAM HA YaKNYHKY Heabusake BpaXKeHHs.

— Bawi npobnemu, AoporeHbKa, TaKOXK MOXKHA BUPILLUTK, XO4
Le byae He Tak NIerko, — cTapa we pas norasHyna Ha Jlisy ouiHwoto-
ymum nornagom. — Tak, Tak. Bu mpieTe cTatm KpacyHeto, ane Kpaca
BMUMara€e BeqIMKMX epT.. LLLo K, no4HeMo AKpa3s i3 Bac. BoHa noTar-
Hyna Jlisy A0 Benn4ye3HOro KasaHa, sKMin napyBaB nocepeamuHi xa-
TMHU. — Cno4yaTKy Bac Tpeba BMKyNaTM B NMPUrOTOBJIEHOMY MO
MOEMY peuenTy BigBapi. Bu rotosi?

Jliza He BCTMrNa y BiANOBiAb i KBAKHYTH, K 3HAXapKa cxonuna
il Ta »kOYypHYNa B KasaH. [licna uboro BOHA 3pasy » Hakpuaa KasaH
BaYXKKOH NOKPULLKOK, MabyTb, WO6 naLieHTKa He nepeaymana. Y Ka-
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3aHi We ronocHiwe 3abynbkano, 3arypkoTifiio, 3aBepeLano, i BiH 3a-
ApPVKaB, Haye 36MpaBca Po3ipBaTMUCh HA LUMATKW.

MobaumsLumn, WO 3pobuan 3 Moro HanapHuueto, MeTuk neap
He BTpaTMB CBIAOMOCTI, @ MaKC HaBiTb CXONMBCA 3a nictoneTa. BiH,
6e3nepeyHo, 3UMHMB BU CTPINAHMHY, ane MOMY Ha roN0BY 3HOBY CiB
BOPOH.

— Kap-p-p-p! — rpi3HO NoaaB ronoc OXOPOHELb YaKAYHKU.
BiH, xou i He ay»Ke 6bonaye, ane A3b06HYB Maca y noba.

Y uen yac 3HaxapKa po3noyana YaknyBaHHA Hag Ka3aHOM.
BoHa 11 Kpnyana, i nnakana, i MOB KO3a Nanrana HaBKOMO KasaHa. Big
LMX PYyXiB Y HEI 3 TOZI0BX MANo He 3Ba/INBCA KOLWMUK, i3 AKOro BuaeTina
nepenaKkaHa Kypka.

3aKiHYMBLUM CBiM PUTYa, YaKAyHKaA 3HANA 3 Ka3aHa NMOKPULLIKY.
3BiATiNA CNOYATKY BUPBANOCh ACKpPaBe Nosiym’s, a NOTiM NOBaMUB ry-
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CTUIM YOPHMIN AMM. YaKNyHKa gicTana 3 KasaHa 1 J1i3y, BipHiwe Te,
LLLO 33/IULLMAOCH Bif, *Kabu. Lie byB sKniicb KNyHOK *KOBTOI Macu, CXo-
YOi Ha XKese. Yce XK, No XaniCHOMY KBaKaHHIO MOXKHa byno 3gora-
AATUCD, LLO LLe came Kaba.

YaKknyHKa, He 3BepTaloymM yBarm Ha Te KBaKaHHA, cxonuna 3
nedi rneyuka, i BUAMAA Ha XKOBTUMN KNyOOK 3eneHy piguny. Micna
LbOro BOHa HaKpuaa KBaKatoye CTBOPIHHA NOKPMBANOM. KBaKaHHA
3aTUXNO, a Te, WO 3HAaX04MN0Cb Nig NOKPMBAZIOM MOYANO0 WBUAKO
BUpPOCTATWU. YaKnyHKa 3a4eKkana, NOKM BOHO BUPOCNO A0 PO3MIipiB
*abw, i 3ipBana nokpueano.

Makc i [eTMK ronocHO CKPUKHYAN, NoHaYMBLLM B LLLO NEPETBO-
punaco ixHsa Jliza. BoHa 3apa3 6yna cxoXot Ha LWOoCb CEPEAHE MiXK
CBMHEIO 1 KPOKOAMAOM. Lle cTBOpiHHA 3anaunrano 4o oToponinmx ae-
TEKTUBIB, i HE BiAOMO, UMM BU Le CKIHYMAOCh, AKOM YaK/IYHKaA He Ha-
KpWna uto icToTy Wwe ogHMM Ka3aHOM. Tenep 3HaxapkKa, CXONMBLLN
3aNi3HOro NpyTa, No4Yasna ramcennT HUM NO Kas3aHy, BUCIKatouu
iCKpY BOTHIO.

LA npoueaypa npoaoBKyBanacb XBUANH AeCATb. 3aKiHYMBLUK
rPIOKATX NPYTOM MO Ka3aHy, Ta 3aXeKaBLWCb, CTapa NigHANA Ka3aH
i, HApeLrTi, Te, WO 3HAaX04ANI0Ch MNiA, KA3aHOM CTa1I0 CXOXMM Ha Jli3y.
BoHa cTofANa i3 LWMPOKO BIAKPUTUMM BXKE Kab'aunmmn ounmma i Hagy-
Bana WokKn. MabyTb, Jliza xoTina po3nosicTK Apy3aM NPO CBOI Bij-
YyTTA, @ MOXJ/IMBO, Masia HaMip pPO3Ka3aTu YaKAYyHLi BCe, WO 3apas3
npo Hei aAymae.

YaKknyHKa, HaMaua@BLLUM B KOWMKY Ha FONO0BI We Tenai Kypadi
AnuA, no yepsi po3buna ix 06 ronosy Jlisn 1 novyana obmasysatu ii
BCHO aXX A0 Hir. I3 poTa, Hi3gpis Ta Byx J1i3n po3ayBanncb BEAUKI
6ynbbaLLKK, AKI TYT-Takn nonanucb, obnanyoum Makca i MiHto »KoB-
TO IMNKOK Macoto. MMicaa uboro YaknyHKa Hakpuaa Jlisy m’akmm
pyWHMYKOM i nobpe BuTEpAa il.

| TinbKM Tenep Jli3a, HapewTi, KBaKHYAa TaK rON0CHO, WO 3a-
APVMKaANM Ha BIKOHL CKAAHI WMOKK. 3MaxHyBLUM i3 cebe pyLIHUYOK,
Jliza KMHyacb A0 Apy3iB i 3ax0Banacb 3a HUX, MPOAOBXKYHOUM XKa-
NibHO KBaKaTW. BoHa, AK He AMBHO, HiYMM 3apa3 0cOHANBUM He Bia-
pi3HANAcb BiA TiEi Xabwn, AKy nepes UMM 3aKMHYAM B Ka3aH. Ane
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3HaxapKa 3a/uLluMaacb 3a40B0OJIEHOD CBOEK poboToto. BoHa ni-
Ainwna Ao HeBennYKoi wadwu, aictana 3BiATINA KinbKa CKASHOYOK,
3aNOBHEHMUX PIAUNHOLO, i, 3arOPHYBLUM iX Y XYCTUHKY, noaana Jlisi.

— bygeTe, poporeHbKa, KOXHOro paHKy BMMBATUCA HACTOAMM
i3 LIMX CKNSAHOYOK, i Balla Kpaca pPo3KBIiTHe, AK UBIT Ha A6yHi Bec-
Hoto. [lobpe?..

— KBa-a-a-a! — BupBanochb ronocHe i3 f1iau, Wo morno o3Ha-
YyaTu TiNbKM OAQHe, — «BigYenucb Big MeHe, cTapa Bigbmo!»

Tenep YyaknyHKa Hanpasuaacb 4o Makca. LWonpasaa, gopo-
roto ii nornag 3HoBy 3ynMHUBCA Ha lNeTuky. OrnaHysLWwM Wwe pas no-
MIYHMKA [OeTeKTMBa 3 r0N0BM A0 N'ATOK, BOHA NpPe3np/nBO
CKpuBMAACh. A OCb, 3BepTatounChb A0 MaKca, YaKyHKa NPUBITHO, Ha-
CTiNbKM LLe MOXK/IMBO, NOCMIXHYNACb, O4i B HET 3aCBITUANCH | BOHA 3a-
KBOKTa/la Haye KBOYKa:

— A Tenep Bawa 4yepra, MoioaAunN Yonosivye. Haa Bawmnmm
npobnemamu goBeaeTbcs NonpauoBaTh binbl peTenbHo.

Ii «Binbly peTenbHO» Ay»e He cnogobanock Makcy. Y HbOro
He Byno *KoaHoro 6axaHHA BMNpoboByBaTK Ha cobi Te, Yyepes Wo
npouwna Jliza. Y yto XBUNMHY AETEKTUB TaKOX HE3a40BONIEHO MO-
AyMaB Npo noraHy 3BU4YKy MNeTuKa BUUMTYBATM B rasetax PisHi Hice-
HITHUL.

YaKnyHKa NOKM He cniwunna 3aHyptoBaTn MakKca B Ka3aH. BoHa
[ABa pa3u NAecHyNa B A0JIOHI, NiCas YOro 3-3a neyi BUNETIB BE/INKUIA
nyray. Y Hboro ogHe oKo 6yno nepes’sisaaHe YOPHOK NOB’A3KOHD, WO
pobuMNo MOro CXoxXmMm Ha nipaTta. EAMHE 3pAYe OKO Nyraya Takox
6y/10 HE TaKUM YiKe 1 3pAYnM, 6O BiH 3aKPYKNAB HAA NPUCYTHIMK,
He 3HAUM, Kyam CiCTU. 3peLlToto, 1eab Cam He BMaB y Ka3aH.

Crapa, NPUKPUKHYBLUM Ha HbOrO, MOKAa3ana KPHYKYyBaTUM
nanbuem Ha ronosy Makca. Ctoam nyrau i cis. BiH 6yB BarKkum, apa-
naBsca Kirramu, i Makc KpagbKoma 03MPHYBCA HA neab NPUKPUTI
ABEpPi XaTUHKU, Mato4M Hamip YKYpHYTH 3BiacinA. Lle, 3Bu4aiiHo, BUr-
nagano 6 nes3epTMpPCTBOM, ane TEPNITU 3HYLWAHHA YaKNYHKM B HbOTO,
cnpasai, 6arkaHHA He byno.

Myray, 3py4yHO BNAWTYBaBLINCb HAa MaKiBLi Makca, Tuxo 3a-
Xponis. BiH ByB y»e CTapeHbKMM, TOMY e cuais, Tam i cnas. CTapa
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LLLe pa3 HarpMmana Ha Hboro, CTiBHyBLUM Nyraya AOBIMMM MPYTUKOM.
Myray NPOKMHYBCA, LUMPOKO NO3iXHYB i B3ABCA 3a PO6OTY, a came —
AicTaB i3-3a Byxa b6iny Kpenagy i noyaB KpPecnmTu Akicb NiHii Ha noo6i
AeTeKTnBa. HakpecnumB KinbKa NiHil y340BXK, NOTIM — Nonepek, a B
KBaZpaTUKaX HaMa/IloBaB XPecTu 1 HyJi.

«Ler ntax, mabyTb, xo4e NOrpaTm 3i MHOI B XPECTUKU-HY-
NIMKN», — 3 06ypeHHAM nogymas Makc.

| cnpaBai, noYanacb AMBHA rpa, NpPaBMaa AKOI AEeTEKTUB He
3HaB. A MOXX/IMBO M fo6pe, Wo He 3HaB, 60 3pa3sy X yTik 61 3BiaCcK
AKOMOTra gani, i Ha LbOMY YaKNyBaHHA 3aKiHYnnoca 6. Ane 3aana
4Oro ToAi BOHW COAM NPUALLANT?..

«Hi, notepnat o KiHuA, — nogymas Makc, yBaXKHO cnocTe-
piratoum 3a AiAMM YaKIyHKM 1 nyrada. — AKwo Bxe Jliza He cnacy-
Basa nepep CTapoto, TO A TiKaTW, HAaye NepenskaHuih 3a€lb, He
byay».

YaKnyHKa gictana 3 noAuui ANTAYY poraTKy M HEBEIMUYKUI Mi-
LWEeYOoK, Y AKOMY 3HAXOAMINCb KPYrAeHbKi KamiHui. BoHa 3aknana
nepwmin KamiHeub y pPoraTky, HaAaTATHYNAA PE3UHKM 1 BUCTPINNA
Makcy B n06a. Yce e cTanocb Tak HecnoAisaHo, wo Makc HaBiTb He
BCTUTI YXUAUTUCA Bif yAapy KamiHuA. Yaap BUABMBCA A0CUTb Honto-




YUM, i BUiNMIA YaKNYHKA B KBAa4paTUK i3 HYIMKOM. [yray 3aKkpecnms
Ler KBagpaTuK, a NOTiM AgicTas i3 nonuui aepes’aHUM 06pyY, | Haue
OLMMHUMK Hagis Moro MaKcy yepes ronoBy Ha WM.

YaknyHKa BUCTpinnna 3HOBY, BLINMBLUM B KBagpaTuUK i3 Xpe-
CTUKOM. Tenep nyray 3BiATiNA XK AicTaB AepeB’AHY paMKy, Ky HaAiB
Makcy TakoX Ha wuto. [pa NnpoaoBKyBanacb, TOMYy HEBAOB3i r0N10BA
AETEKTMBA aXK A0 MAKiBKM OMMHUIACL Y CBOEPIAHIM AepeB’aHil no-
CYAVHI.

MNMokn Ha ronosy Makca HaaiBanu To obpydi, TO pamku, BiH
3yMiB BiguyTu, WO AepeBO, 3 AKOro BOHW Bynn BUrOTOB/IEHI Mano
Pi3HU apomaTt. ApomaT Uen AYyPMaHWUB, HaraHAYN COH/IUBICTD.
AKOGKM Ha MaKca HaaiBanu TinbkmM 06pydi, TO BiH Mir 3aANXHYTUCh.
Cnacanu Moro pamku. BoHM yTBOPIOBAAM LiIMHK, Yepes AKi MOXKHa
6yno gmxaTu.

Yepes ui WwinnHuM Makc cnocrepiras 3a noganbWMMmM AismMK
YaK/NYHKWU. BoHa cnoyaTKy NporHana 3 Moro ronosu nyraya. MNotim ni-
AiNWNa A0 Ka3aHa M noYana BUIMBATU B HbOTO 3i CKAAHOYOK KOJb-
opoBYy pigMHY. Big ubOro KasaH 3agMMIB FYCTUM KOPUYHEBUM
AVMOM, AKMW YaKNYHKA, AMYyXatoum, Hanpasasaaa Ha Makca.

Big aumy pamku Ta 06pydi novanu BUAINATU AUNKY PigUHY,
LLLO cTiKasa Makcy no ronosi, 3anmBatoum odi. BiH Bia4vyB, W0 BTpayae
CBiAOMICTb. YCe ¥ 3 OCTaHHiX CMa TPUMaBCA Ha Horax, Wwob He 3Ba-
JINTUCb B TOM e Kas3aH.

LLlo pobunock aani MaKkc He 6aumB, ane 3a UMM i3 LiKaBiCTIO
crnocTepirany Moro NoOMiYHMKN. YakNyHKa po3Kaasia Ha CToNi Konoay
KapT, @ BOPOH NOBMHEH b6yB BUbMpaTh cepeq, HUX NOTPIOHY. Mo Tmx
KapTax YaKAyHKa Ma/ia y3HaBaTW, L0 OYiKYE ii naLjieHTa B MalbyTHb-
omy.

LLlonpaBaa, BOPOH CNOYaTKy NONPAMYBAaB A0 MUCYMHU 1 MO-
KN0BaB TPOLLKM MLWOHA. MNOoTiM ronocHO KapKHYB, HibW BMKa3youm
CBOE HE3a10BO/IEHHS, | B3BCA 3a po6OTY. BiH NOBiNbHO, NiHMBO Nig-
HiMaB A3b06OM sIKYCb i3 KapT. YaknyHKa 6pana ii, Kngana B KasaH
Ta, HAXUUMBLWMKUCL Hag HUM, WOCb wenTtana. llicha uboro gum mi-
HABCA B KOJIbOpPI, i TaK NOBTOPIOBANOCL pasiB gecatb. lig KiHeub
Ka3aH nepecraB AVMITH.
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MakKc, XuTarumucb, Negb TPMMABCA HA Horax. Te, wo 6yno
3apa3 y HbOro Ha ro/I0Bi, HaraAyBano FNHAHWUI F1EUYUNK, 3 AKOTO NPo-
AOBXYyBaJsia CTiKaTU NUMKa pignHa. YaknyHKa cxonmna Makca 3a
KOMIp i, HAXMNBLUM NOro HaZ Ka3aHOM, 3aHYpWaa rofIoBY AETEKTMBA
Pa30M i3 I/IEYMKOM Yy KMNAAYY pignHy. Tam 3awmnino woch, 3arpum-
Mif0, i3 Ka3aHa 3 TPICKOTOM NoYann BUPMBATUCL BIMCKABKM, @ NOTIM
noyyBcA KpUK Makca. CxoxKe, Wo momy He cnogobanochb Tam, y Ka-
3aHi.

HapewTi, YaknyHKa BUTArHyAa roNoBy AETEKTMBA 3 Ka3aHa Ta,
3annecKaBlWK B 40N0HI, po3peroTanack. Lo ii Tak po3secenunno,
BaXXKO CKa3aTtu, 60 ronosa nigaocnigHoro HaragyBana 3apas fkycb
6e3dopMHy macy. He BugHo 6yno Hi ouelt, Hi Hoca.

Yak/lyHKa cxonuaa 3 NoAuLi MONOTOK i WoCKMAM BAapuaa no
6e3dopmHOMY NpeameTy. BiH po3cnnasca Ha MiNKi LUMATOYKMK, i no-
MIYHMKKN AETEKTUBA 3 MNONETWEHHAM 3iTXHYAU. [lepen HUMM CTOAB iX
Aoporuin wed UinnMm Ta HeywKoaKeHUM. HaBnaku, BiH BUrnaaas
3apas3s cnpaBXHiM KpaceHemM — aKypaTHO 3a4ecaHMM, Haye BUILLOB
i3 nepyKapHi. TinbKM 04i AeTeKTMBA 3a/1MLWaAnNCh NepenakaHumm. BiH
po3rybaeHo KninaB HUMM, HE PO3YMitOUYM, HOMY MOrO ApY3i TaK pa-
AitoTb Ta annoaytoTb. Hesxke im cnogobanock Te Henoao6cTBo, AKe
BYMHWNA HAZ HUM NPOTMBHA YaK/YHKA?

Makc cnpobyBaB 3pyLwInTH 3 Micug, Wob 3abpaTtmch reTb 3Bia-
cinf, ane He 3ymiB. Horu ioro Haye Bpocau B 3emnto. BiH cepanto
FNSAHYB Ha CTapy M 3p03yMiB, L0 YaK/yBaHHSA L He 3aKiHYMNOCh.

— KapTu nokasanm, monoaum 4onosiye, WO ManbyTHE y Bac
yyaoBe, — NPOXPUNiNa YakNyHKa. — BOHO HaCTINbKWM NpeKpacHe,
LLLO A 3MYLLUEHA NepeBipuUTH, UM HacNpaBai ue TakK.

BoHa miginwana o nevi, po3nanunaa Tam BOroHb, a NoTim pan-
TOM BUCMMUKHYANA 3 ronoBn MaKca BoN10COK. MaKc He3a40B0OJIEHO
CKPUKHYB, ane YaKk/ayHKa Ha Le He 3BepHyna yBarn. BoHa BKMHyna
BOJIOCOK B iy, Big, 4Oro Tam 3ananano CMHe nonym’s. BoroHb 6yBs He
rapAa4Ynm, a HaBnNakM — BiA HbOTO BiAI0 X0/1040M. MaKc 3aBOPOXKEHO
CrocTepiraB 3a BOrHEM, BiA4yBatOUm, WO 3HOBY MOXKE BTPATUTH CBi-
AOMICTb.

Y neyi WoOCb 3apyXxanoch, i 3BiATiNA BUNOB3/1a BE/IMYE3HA 3Mif.
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BoHa no-xa3fancbKK OrnaHyAa NPUMILLLEHHA, KilbKa pa3iB NoKasana
[OBroro po3ZABOEHOrO A3MKa i MoNoB3aa No Nign03i XxaTuHWU, BUbU-
patoun cobi xkepTBy. Mpnbyni AETEKTUBM CTOAN B OLINEHIHHI, He
CMiOYM HABITb AMXaTw.

3pewToto, 3mia nignos3na Ao MakKca, BUNpsamMmUAach Tak, WO
i BeaiMYe3Ha rosoBa OMNMHWUAACL HA PiBHI rON0BU AETEKTUBA, |
YBar*KHO 3a3UpPHYNa oMy B odi. BoHa 1 obHIoXyBana Makca, i 061um-
3yBasia A3UKOM, aJie CXOXe, WO HIYoro LikaBoro ans cebe He BUSA-
Buna. MNpesnpameo CKPUBMBLLUCL, 3Mia nonos3na A0 Jlisan. BoHa
06BMNa AOBIMM, THYYKMM TiIOM HelacHy Xaby, Hibu 36upanacs ii
3aaywmTtn. Micna uboro TakoxX npoutynana Jlisy A3Mkom. Y Bignosigb
Jliza BUCTpinnna B HEl CBOIM, HE MEHL A0BrMM A3UMKOM. BuTiBKa
*abwu TaK 3aMBYyBana 3Mito, LLLO BOHA po3ryb/1eHo 3awimnina m 3anu-
Wwwuna Jlisy B CNOKOI.

Tenep Ha yepsi 6yB MMeTUK. 3Mmin, BraeaisBLM MOro, NOMITHO No-
¥BaBilWwana. Moxn1MBo ToMy, WO 3Mii NOAO6NAKTL KyLITYBaTU came
KpoanKamu. [1o KOTiB i Kab BOHM YoMyCb Bangyi.

— [yKe nobpe, — npoxpunina YakAyHKa, cnoctepiratoum 3a
AiAMM CBOEI NOMIYHMLI. — Ane A 3abyna Bac nonepeanTn, NPO MOXK-
MBI HENPUEMHI Hacnigknu. — CTapa exMaHO 3axmxmKana. — AKLWO
Ha KOTrocCb i3 BaC y NoAabLLIOMY *KUTTi OUiKYOTb BENMKI HEMPUEMHO-
CTi, TO MOSi TOMiYHMUA NPOKOBTHE Moro. Cami po3ymieTe, WOH NoTim
HEe MyYMBCA. XM-XM-XU. A AKLLO Hi, TOAi BCi 3a/1MLWATLCA XKUBUMM...

— Own-on-o-o-oi!l.. — noyyBLlK Ue, NepwMM 3aBepeLlas
MeTuk. CxorKe, WO BiH He BNEBHEHWUI OByB Yy CBOEMY LLLACIMBOMY Mait-
6yTHbOMY. 3aBepeLaBLum We ryyHiwe, BiH cnpobyBaB BUCKOUYNTH 3
XaTUHW FeTb, ae 3aWnopTaBca 1 ynas.

3mia 6yna po3yapoBaHa, cnocTepiratoym, AK He 4OCTOMHO No-
BOAUTb cebe Ti KnieHT. MNoTim BoOHa Hanpasuaack Ao Jlisn, ane noyyna
Y BianoBigb ronocHe — «KBa-a-a», i AKOCb 30BCIiM oxndAna.

| TyT, cnpobyBana po3paauTU Hanpy»KeHy obCTaHOBKY 4a-
KNYHKa:

— He nAakanTteca Tak, 3 Bamn Bce byae rapasg. — BoHa
YBAXHO MOrAsHyANa Ha BXigHi Agepi. — Ane MmeHi 34a€TbCA, WO 33
ABEPUMA 3HAXOANTHLCA LLLe OANH KJTIEHT.
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Yak/yHKa novoBrana o ABepen i Bigkpuna ix.

— 3axoabTe, He COpOMTEeCb, — 3BepHy/acb BOHA A0 areHTa
Besi. — [laBaliTe cTaHeEMO Ha cBiT/0, Wob A 4obpe po3rneaina Bac.

nAaHyBWM Ha 06amnyysa besxKaniCHOro, Yak/lyHKa feap He
BMana 3 nepensky. bess HaBiTb 06pa3mBcs Ha Hei. BiH, 3BMYaliHo,
3HaB, LLLO He BUIMNAAAE KpaceHeMm, ane Wob oTaK NAKaTUCD...

3pewTo, NPUALLIOBLLN A0 TAMU, YaK/JyHKA LWeEe pa3 yYBaXKHO
nornaHyna Ha besa. BoHa 3 kanem nogymana, Lo AKOCb 4ONOMOITH
LbOMY KJTIEHTY He 3MOrKe. CXOMKe, L0 MOMY BXKE HilLLO HE AOMOMOMXKE.
Ane 3pasy K OXKMBWUANACL, 3BEpTatOUNCL A0 besa:

— A 3HA€ETE, Y MEHE BXEe € OAMH KJiEHT, YAMOCb CXOXWI Ha
BAaC, — YaKNYHKa KMBHYNA Ha BENINKY AiXKKY B KyTi XaTUHWU. [ixKKa
6yna HaKpuTa CTapeHbKUM PAAHOM. — BinbLIOro cTpaxoBUCbKa A e
B KUTTi He H6aumna. A NOro TMM4YacoBO NMOMICTUAA B CONAHY pony,
o6 TPOLLKM po3M’SK.

BesxkanicHomy 61 06pasnTMCb Ha CTapy, ane BiH, HeCNoAiBaHO
3al,iKaBMBLUNCb NOYYTUM, O3UPHYBCA A0 CBOIX MapTHepiB, Nia3u-
BatouM ix 6anrKye. BiacTopoHMBLUM NepenskaHy YakayHky, besa 3i-
pBaB 3 AiXKKW PAAHO, | NPUCYTHI AETEKTMBMU, BPAXKeHi, nobaunnm
ronoBy *kebpaka B MacLi appMKaHCbKOro Ntoaoiaa. 3 Hboro CTikanum
rycTi Kanni conaHoi ponu.

*ebpaK 3i CNPUTHICTIO KilLKM BUNAUTHYB 3 AiXKKW, Hamarato-
YMCb YTEKTK, ane areHT besxanicHMM He Mir Lboro A03BOAUTU. BiH
MaNCTepPHO CKPYTUB Kebpaka, 3aCToCyBaBLUM OAMH i3 CBOIX BilLLiBCb-
KMX MPUIAOMIB.

MaKc, KMHYBLUXCb Ha NOomiy beskanicHomy, 3ipBaB 3 ron0BU
ebpaKa macky. lig mackor... 0 amBo! — BOHM BNi3HaM BaHANUTa
MepesepTHA. Lle 6yno HacTiNbKM HecnogiBaHo, WO AeTEKTUBU HA
MUTb HaBiTb PO3rybManCh.

Tinbku Ni3a He po3rybumaach i Tak roNOCHO KBaKHYAa, WO BCi
Tenep NOrNAHYAM Ha Hel. BoHa nigckoynna ao nos’asaHoro 6aHanTa
i 3 po3maxy gana nomy gobpayvoro nanacy. Takum ymHom Jliza noka-
pana 6aHAWTa 3a BCi Ti NepenaKku, AKi BOHa 3a3Hasa Yepes Moro Bu-
TiBKY 3i CBOIM OTaKMM nepeogAaraHHAM.

Bci yxKe 3goraganucb, yomy lNepeBepTeHb NepeogAaraBca B
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oAeXy XKebpaKa. TaKMM YMHOM, BiH HamarascA 3a/1AKaTU HAZOKY-
ynamBmMx areHTiB MakKca i horo camoro. Ane, MmabyTb, BNEBHUBLLUCb,
LLLO 3 LLbOrO HiYOro He BMNAE, TAKOX BUPILLMB CKOPUCTATUCL MNOCAY-
ramm BigOMOI YaKIYHKN.

Ocb TaK i 3aKiHYMI0Cb MPOTUCTOAHHA 3HAMEHUTOIO AETEKTMBA
Makca 3 6aHANTOM Ta rpabikHUKom MepeBepTHEM.

HapewrTi, y iXHbOMy MiCTe4YKY BCTAaHOBMBCS MUP i CMOKiN. Me-
peBepTeHb MOTPANMB 3a rPaTH, a 3a/IMLWKN MOTO LWAKKK AecCb po3-
6penucsa, noxoBanucs.

MaKc cBATKyBaB Nepemory, i MoXHa 6yno 6 3aBepLUnTH BXKE
L0 iCTOPItO, ane A0BEeAETbCA e TPOLWKM 3a4eKaTu.

MpnbansHo Yepes MicALb AETEKTUBHE areHTCTBO KoTa MakKca
M yCi MeLlKaHLi MicTeYKa ry4HO CBATKYBa/N BaXK/IMBY NoAitl0 — Be-
cinna Kpaworo areHta — Jlian. BoHa Buxoauna 3amixK 3a CBOro
KOMM IOTEPHOIO CMMMATUKa.

Ha ronosHi naowi micta 6ynm HakpuTi ctonm ans scix 6a-
YKaKuUMX NO340P0BUTM MOJIO4Y Napy. TOPXKECTBO NPOAOBIKYBANOCh
BECb TUXAEHb, | 3aKIHYMNOCb BEIMKUM CBATKOBUM PEEPBEPKOM.
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