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Sum mary: Ba sed on lit tlestu died ar chi val ma te
rial, this ar tic le fo cu ses on the hi story of the Kyiv The o
lo gi cal Se mi nary in the So vi et pe riod. It was ope ned 
in 1947 af ter J. Sta lin chan ged his re pres si ve po licy 
to wards the Ort ho dox Church in the So vi et Union. 
But the chan ges in sta techurch re la ti ons af ter the 
Se cond World War did not chan ge the co ur se of the 
US SR to bu ild an at he i stic so ci ety, so the se mi nary 
con stantly fa ced ob stac les to the de ve lop ment of the o
lo gi cal edu ca tion and spi ri tual for ma tion of young be
li e vers. Du ring N. Khrushchev’s ru le, the go vern ment 
la un ched a new an ti re li gi o us cam pa ign, at the pe ak 
of which the se mi nary was clo sed in 1960. But, de
spi te the short pe riod of its exi sten ce af ter the re vi val, 
the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary be ca me an im por tant 
mi le sto ne in pre ser ving and tran smit ting edu ca ti o nal 
tra di ti ons from the prere vo lu ti o nary Kyiv The o
lo gi cal Aca demy to the mo dern one.
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An In tro duc tion to the To pic 

Mo dern Ort ho dox the o lo gi cal edu ca tion in ea stern eu ro pe was first 
or ga ni sed in Kyiv in 1632. This was one of the gre a test ac hi e ve ments of 
St Pe ter Mohyla, the Me tro po li tan of Kyiv. His pur po se was to pre vent 
the con ver sion of Ort ho dox Ukra i nian youth to Cat ho li cism and Pro-
te stan tism be ca u se of the bet ter edu ca tion they co uld pro vi de. De spi te 
the adop tion of Je su its’ edu ca ti o nal mo del and We stern the o lo gi cal in-
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flu en ce, the Kyiv-Mohyla Aca demy ser ved to stren gthen Ort ho doxy in 
the Com mon we alth as well as in the Sla vic co un tri es un der the ru le of 
the Ot to man em pi re. In the 19th cen tury, un der the Rus sian em pi re, 
the Kyiv-Mohyla Aca demy was re for med and tran sfor med in to two in-
de pen dent edu ca ti o nal in sti tu ti ons — the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary in 
1817 and the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy in 1819. They we re in exi sten ce 
un til the Rus sian Re vo lu tion. The Aca demy and Se mi nary we re of fi ci-
ally clo sed by the So vi ets in 1919, alt ho ugh unof fi ci ally the the o lo gi cal 
co ur ses we re held pri va tely un der the na me of the Kyiv Ort ho dox The-
o lo gi cal Aca demy un til 1924.1 

From the ti me of its fo un da tion to the ti me of its clo su re, the Kyiv-
Mohyla Aca demy and its suc ces sor, the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy, had 
gra du a ted many in flu en tial po li ti cal and church le a ders, the o lo gi ans 
and pri ests. They car ried out the ir mi ni stry in dif fe rent fi elds of so-
cial, ec cle sial and sci en ti fic li fe not only in Ukra i ne and Rus sia, but in 
many co un tri es, whe re they had co me from as stu dents, or whe re they 
emi gra ted la ter. Such co un tri es are Mol do va, Ro ma nia, Po land, Bul ga-
ria, Ser bia, Gre e ce, Ge or gia, Syria, Fran ce, Ger many, the Uni ted Sta-
tes, Chi na, Ja pan and ot hers. Among the gra du a tes are pri ma tes and 
fa mo us hi e rarchs of the ea stern Ort ho dox Chur ches such as Ale xan der 
III (Ta han) of An ti och, Le o nid (Okro pi rid ze), Kyrion II (Sad za glis hvi li) 
and Cal li stra tus (Tsint sad ze) of Ge or gia, Mi ha i lo (Jo va no vich) of Ser-
bia, Ste fan I (Sho kov) of Bul ga ria, Ma ka rii (Ok siyuk ) of War saw, Do si tej 
(Va sich) of za greb, Kli ment (Dru mev) of Tar no vo, Rap hael (Ha wa we-
eny) of Bro oklyn and many ot hers.2 

But in this ar tic le, I am go ing to lo ok at the ec cle sial edu ca ti o nal 
in sti tu tion which suc ce e ded its fa mo us pre de ces sor in So vi et ti mes, the 
Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary (he re i naf ter — the KThS). Alt ho ugh this se-
mi nary has not be co me wi dely known, it ser ved as an im por tant tran si-
tion from the pre-re vo lu ti o nary Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy to the mo-
dern one.3 It is an exam ple of the con ti nu ing tra di tion of the o lo gi cal 

1 See mo re: An to niy Pa ka nich, “Kiyev skiye duk hovnyye shkoly: 400 let sluz he niya 
Pra vo slav noy Tser kvi,” Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 23 (2015): 21–36 [Ant hony 
Pa ka nich, “The Kyiv The o lo gi cal Scho ols: 400 Years of Ser ving the Ort ho dox Church,” 
Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 23 (2015): 21–36]. 

2 Kyyivsʹki duk hov ni shkoly. 400 ro kiv. Is to riya v fo to hra fiyak h: Knyhafo toalʹbo m (Kyiv, 
2015), 58–61 [The Kyiv The o lo gi cal Scho ols. 400 Years. Hi story in Pho tos: A Bo ok — Pho to 
Al bum (Kyiv, 2015), 58–61]. 

3 On the mo dern hi story of the Aca demy see: Sylʹve str Stoychev, “Kyyivsʹki duk hov ni 
shkoly: trydtsyatʹ ro kiv vi drodz hennya (1989–2019),” Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de
miyi 31 (2019): 29–40 [Sylve ster Stoychev, “The Kyiv The o lo gi cal Scho ols: Thirty Years of 
Re vi val (1989–2019),” Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 31 (2019): 29–40]. 
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edu ca tion in Ukra i ne and the la tent re si stan ce to the mi li tant at he ist 
re gi me in the So vi et Union. 

Alt ho ugh the US SR col lap sed in 1991 and sin ce then the Ukra i nian 
go vern ment has ope ned many of its ar chi ves to the pu blic, the Kyiv The-
o lo gi cal Se mi nary of the So vi et pe riod has not yet be co me an ob ject of 
spe cial hi sto ri cal re se arch. Only re cently so me aspects of its exi sten ce 
ha ve drawn the at ten tion of scho la rs. Mostly, they de di ca ted the ir pa pers 
to the fa mo us fi gu res, the o lo gi ans or fu tu re hi e rarchs, who wor ked the re. 
The se are ar tic les abo ut the li fe and work of Me tro po li tan Io ann (Wen-
dland), Me tro po li tan Ni co lai (Ku te pov), Archpri est Ale xan der Lut sen ko 
and pro fes sors Ste pan Pa tiy and Ge or ge Shi mansky.4 Asi de of the se ar-
tic les, the re are two ot her stu di es: one is de di ca ted to the par ti ci pa tion of 
the se mi nary staff in in ter na ti o nal con tacts of the Ukra i nian exar cha te 
of the Mo scow Pa tri a rc ha te in 1947–1955,5 and the ot her to the So vi et 
sec ret ser vi ces and the ir ac ti vi ti es wit hin the se mi na ri es in Ukra i ne in the 
1940–1950s.6 Thus, the re is a lack of stu di es fo cu sed on the Kyiv The o lo-

4 Alek sey Dyako nov, “Mi tro po lit Ni ko lay (Ku te pov): vremya sluz he niya v Kiyev-
skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii (1958–1959 gg.),” Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 
15 (2011): 167–172 [A le xei Dyako nov, “Me tro po li tan Ni co lai (Ku te pov): Ti me of Ser-
vi ce at the Ki ev The o lo gi cal Se mi nary (1958–1959),” Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal 
Aca demy 15 (2011): 167–172]; Ru stic Ka pa uz, “Vykla dac hi Kyyivsʹkoyi i Volynsʹkoyi 
duk hovnykh se mi na riy v radyansʹkyy pe riod — S.M. Pa tiy ta G.I. Shymansʹkyy,” Trudy 
Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 23 (2015): 237–243 [Ru stic Ka pa uz, “Pro fes sors of 
the Kyiv and Volyn The o lo gi cal Se mi na ri es in the So vi et Pe riod — S.M. Pa tiy and 
G.I. Shyman ski,” Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 23 (2015): 237–243]; Mak sim 
Ta la lay, “Pro toiyere y Alek san dr Lut sen ko — vypusk nik Khar’kov skoy duk hov noy se-
mi na rii i Kiyev skoy duk hov noy aka de mii, pervyy in spek tor vo zroz hden noy v 1947 g. 
Kiyev skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii,” Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 24 (2016): 
198–222 [Ma xim Ta la lay, “Archpri est Ale xan der Lut sen ko — a gra du a te of the Khar kov 
The o lo gi cal Se mi nary and the Ki ev The o lo gi cal Aca demy, the first in spec tor of the Ki ev 
The o lo gi cal Se mi nary re vi ved in 1947,” Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 24 (2016): 
198–222]; “Pis’ma mi tro po li ta Io an na (Ven dlan da) k mi tro po li tu Gu riyu (Yego ro vu),” 
pod go tov ka tek sta, vstu pi tel’naya stat’ya i kom men ta rii e.A. Mez hen noy i V.V. Bu re gi, 
Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 30 (2019): 123–139 [“The Let ters from Me tro-
po li tan Io ann (Wen dland) to Me tro po li tan Gury (ego rov),” pre pa ra tion of the text, in-
tro duc tion and com men ta ri es by e.A. Mez hen naya and V.V. Bu re ha, Works of the Kyiv 
The o lo gi cal Aca demy 30 (2019): 123–139]. 

5 Vik tor Kot sa ba, “Uc ha stiye Kiyev skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii v mez hdu na rodnykh 
kon tak takh Ukra in sko go ek zark ha ta 1947–1955 gg. (po ark hivnym do ku men tam upol-
no moc hen no go So ve ta po de lam RPTs po US SR),” Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 
31 (2019): 41–51 [Vic tor Kot sa ba, “Par ti ci pa tion of the Ki ev The o lo gi cal Se mi nary in the 
In ter na ti o nal Con tacts of the Ukra i nian exar cha te in 1947–1955 (Ba sed on Ar chi val Do-
cu ments of the Com mis si o ner of the Co un cil for the ROC Af fa irs in the Ukra i nian SSR),” 
Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 31 (2019): 41–51]. 

6 Dmi triy Ve de neyev , “Duk hovnyye uc hebnyye za ve de niya Ukrainy kak ob’yekt ope ra-
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gi cal Se mi nary du ring the So vi et era. At the sa me ti me, it is ne ces sary to 
an swer qu e sti ons abo ut the struc tu re, re gu la tion, te ac hing pro cess, staff, 
stu dents, ma te rial con di tion and eco nomy of the se mi nary as well as its 
re la ti on ship with ec cle sial and sta te aut ho ri ti es. Hen ce, the pre sen ted ar-
tic le is go ing to be a kind of in tro duc tion to furt her study of the se mi-
nary’s hi story and of fer an over vi ew of its most sig ni fi cant events and 
fe a tu res du ring the So vi et pe riod. 

Pre re qu i si tes for the Re vi val of the Se mi nary 

Du ring the Rus sian Re vo lu tion, the So vi et go vern ment an no un ced 
the se pa ra tion of the Church from the sta te and the school from the 
Church in 1918. It al so proc la i med the bu il ding of a new at he i stic so ci-
ety with no “an ti sci en ti fic be li e ves” and “re li gi o us pre ju di ces.” This me-
ant the ex clu si on of the Ort ho dox Church from every sphe re of so cial 
li fe. Mo re o ver, the Com mu nist Party ac cu sed the Church in sup por ting 
of an ti-pe o ple’s re gi me and con spi racy, dec la red the clergy the “ene mi es 
of the pe o ple” and, the re fo re, star ted the ag gres si ve an ti re li gi o us cam pa-
ign and per se cu tion. The most ter ri ble ti me of Sta lin’s re pres sion was in 
1937–1938. Church edu ca ti o nal system was al so ru i ned; all edu ca ti o nal 
in sti tu ti ons we re clo sed be ca u se the go vern ment co uld not al low pre pa-
ring mi ni sters of “re li gi o us pro pa gan da.” 

The si tu a tion be gan to chan ge du ring the Se cond World War. The 
po pu la tion, ex ha u sted by the de struc tion, suf fe ring and loss of lo ved 
ones, be ca me in cre a singly in cli ned to fa ith. Be si des, with the de par tu-
re of the Com mu nists, at he i stic pro pa gan da in the oc cu pied ter ri to ri es 
ce a sed, whi le the oc cupyin g aut ho ri ti es pro mo ted the ope ning of chur-
ches and the re sto ra tion of church li fe to gain the sup port of the pe o ple. 
The si tu a tion in the re ar be gan to chan ge as well. The re a son for this 
was the pa tri o tic ac ti vity of the Ort ho dox Church, which was ma ni fe-
sted in prayers for the vic tory of the Red Army, as well as in ma te rial 
and fi nan cial sup port, ca re for the wo un ded, and so on. Ho we ver, the 
chan ge in Sta lin’s re li gi o us po licy al so had a pro pa gan da pur po se in re-
spon se to the to le rant at ti tu de of the oc cupyin g Ger man aut ho ri ti es to 
re li gion and the Church. Ob vi o usly, the So vi et go vern ment so ught to 

tiv noy raz ra bot ki spetssluzhb (po do ku men tal’nym ma te ri a lam MGB-KGB US SR 1940-kh 
– 1950-kh gg.),” Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 23 (2015): 244–263 [Dmi try Ve de-
ne ev, “The o lo gi cal edu ca ti o nal In sti tu ti ons of Ukra i ne as an Ob ject of Ope ra ti o nal Ac ti vi ti es 
of the Spe cial Ser vi ces (Ba sed on Do cu men tary Ma te rial of the MGB-KGB of the Ukra i nian 
SSR in the 1940s – 1950s),” Works of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 23 (2015): 244–263]. 
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mo bi li se all re so ur ces to win the war and the re fo re was ready to go to 
the nor ma li sa tion of sta te-church re la ti ons.7 

The go vern ment to ok steps to wards the Church in 1943. First of all, 
it al lo wed re sto ring the ad mi ni stra ti ve ver ti cal of the Church and elec ting 
a new Pa tri arch, who be ca me Me tro po li tan Ser gi us (Stra go rodsky, 1943–
1944). To me di a te bet we en the Church and the go vern ment, a spe cial body 
was cre a ted — the Co un cil for the Rus sian Ort ho dox Church Af fa irs (he-
re i naf ter — the ROC Af fa irs), which was to “help” the Church and exer ci se 
con trol over her ac ti vi ti es. Con cer ning the o lo gi cal edu ca tion, the go vern-
ment had aut ho ri sed the ope ning of edu ca ti o nal in sti tu ti ons for the tra-
i ning of fu tu re pa stors. On No vem ber 28, 1943, the Co un cil of Pe o ple’s 
Com mis sa rs of the US SR al lo wed the ope ning of the Ort ho dox The o lo gi-
cal In sti tu te and pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur ses in Mo scow.8 On the sca le of 
the So vi et Union, the exi sten ce of two edu ca ti o nal in sti tu ti ons in Mo scow 
co uld not me et the ne eds of the who le Church. In this re gard, Pa tri arch 
Ale xi us (Symansky, 1945–1970) ap pe a led to the Co un cil for the ROC Af fa-
irs for per mis sion to open pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur ses in se ve ral ci ti es. In 
re spon se, the Co un cil of Mi ni sters of the US SR on March 22, 1945 al lo wed 
the ope ning of pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur ses in Le nin grad, Kyiv, Lviv, Lutsk, 
Minsk, Ode sa and Sta vro pol.9 A year la ter, on July 9, 1946, the Co un cil of 
Mi ni sters of the US SR ap pro ved the tran sfor ma tion of pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal 
co ur ses in to the o lo gi cal se mi na ri es with a 4-year term of study.10 

Thus, from March 22, 1945, the Kyiv di o ce se had of fi cial per mis sion 
to train the clergy in pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur ses, and from July 9, 1946 
— in a the o lo gi cal se mi nary. Ho we ver, the de ci sion at the sta te le vel did 
not mean its im me di a te im ple men ta tion. In par ti cu lar, on De cem ber 24, 
1946, the Com mis si o ner of the Co un cil for the ROC Af fa irs in the Kyiv 
re gion P.D. Fe do tov re por ted to Mo scow that the “spi ri tual co ur ses in 

7 Vik tor Voyna lovych , Par tiynoder zhav na po lityka  shcho do re li hiyi ta re li hiynykh  
instytut siy v Ukrayini 1940–1960kh ro kiv: po li to lo hichnyy dyskurs (Kyiv, 2005), 65, 69 
[Vic tor Voyna lo vich, PartySta te Po licy on Re li gion and Re li gi o us In sti tu ti ons in Ukra i ne 
in 1940–1960: A Po li ti cal Di sco ur se (Kyiv, 2005), 65, 69]; Mik hail Shka rov skiy, Rus skaya 
Pra vo slav naya Tser kov’ pri Sta li ne i Khrushche ve (Go su dar stven notser kovnyye ot nos he niya 
v SSSR v 1939–1964 go dakh) (Mo skva, 2000), 199 [Mik hail Shka rovsky, The Rus sian 
Ort ho dox Church un der Sta lin and Khrushchev (Sta teChurch Re la ti ons in the US SR in 
1939–1964) (Mo scow, 2000), 199]. 

8 Alek sey Ka tayev , “Duk hovnyye shkoly Rus skoy Pra vo slav noy Tser kvi v 1943–1949 
go dakh,” Vest nik tser kov noy is to rii 1 (2006): 178 [A le xey Ka ta ev, “The o lo gi cal Scho ols of 
the Rus sian Ort ho dox Church in 1943–1949,” Bul le tin of Church Hi story 1 (2006): 178]. 

9 Ibid., 181. 
10 Ibid., 183. 
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Kyiv” had not yet been ope ned.11 So, whi le in ot her ci ti es the pro cess of 
tran sfor ma tion of pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur ses in to the o lo gi cal se mi na ri-
es to ok pla ce, in Kyiv they did not even exist. La ter, the first rec tor of the 
KThS, Pri est Ser hiy Afonsky, ex pla i ned this de lay by the lack of su i ta ble 
pre mi ses be ca u se of the very strong de struc tion of Kyiv by the Ger mans.12 

Ne vert he less, in 1946 in ten si ve pre pa ra ti ons we re ma de for the ope-
ning of the the o lo gi cal school: the pre mi ses we re over ha u led, the te ac-
hing staff was se lec ted, and ap pli ca ti ons we re re ce i ved. The do cu ments 
gi ve re a son to be li e ve that the se we re pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur ses, not a 
se mi nary.13 But, ap pa rently, at the end of 1946 it was de ci ded to open a 
the o lo gi cal se mi nary in Kyiv at on ce, bypas sing pa sto ral-the o lo gi cal co ur-
ses. In par ti cu lar, on De cem ber 23, 1946, Pri est S. Afonsky was ap po in ted 
the first rec tor of the se mi nary.14 

Ge ne ral Over vi ew of the Se mi nary’s Ac ti vity 

Thro ug ho ut the hi story of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary du ring the 
So vi et pe riod, the fol lo wing rec tors ser ved in it: 

• Archpri est Ser hiy Afonsky — De cem ber 23, 194615 – De cem ber 30, 1949;
• Archpri est Bo ris Shul ke vich — De cem ber 30, 194916 – Au gust 16, 1951 

(died);17

• Archpri est Vo lodymyr Ga netsky — Ja nu ary 18, 1952 (ac tu ally, from Au
gust 16, 1951)18 – Sep tem ber 11, 1954;19 

11 Tsen tralʹnyy der zhavnyy ark hiv vyshchykh or ha niv vlady ta upra vlinnya Ukrayiny 
(he re i naf ter — TsDA VO), Fond 4648, Opys 3, Spra va 32, Ar kush 22 [The Cen tral Sta te Ar-
chi ve of the Hig hest Aut ho ri ti es and Ad mi ni stra tion of Ukra i ne, Fund 4648, De scrip tion 
3, Fol der 32, She et 22]. 

12 Ser gey Afon skiy, “Ot kryti ye Kiyev skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii,” Zhur nal Mo skov skoy 
Pa tri ark hii 6 (1947): 6 [A fonsky Ser gey, “The Ope ning of the Ki ev The o lo gi cal Se mi nary,” 
Jo ur nal of the Mo scow Pa tri ar cha te 6 (1947): 6]. 

13 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 32, Sht. 18, 19, 22. 
14 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 45, Sht. 80 bac ksi de. 
15 Ibid. 
16 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 77, Sht. 50. 
17 Vla di mir Ga net skiy, “Pro toiyere y B.L. Shul’ke vich (Ne kro log),” Zhur nal Mo skov

skoy Pa tri ark hii 10 (1951): 57–58 [Vla di mir Ga netsky, “Archpri est B.L. Shul ke vich (An 
Obi tu ary),” Jo ur nal of the Mo scow Pa tri ar cha te 10 (1951): 57–58]. 

18 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 107, Sht. 74. 
19 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 160, Sht. 4. 
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• Archpri est Myko la Kont sevych — Sep tem ber 11, 195420 – Ju ne 24, 1957;21 
• Ar chi man dri te Io ann (Wen dland) — Au gust 15, 195722 – April 1, 1958;
• Ar chi man dri te Fi la ret (De ni sen ko) — April 1, 195823 – Ju ne 8, 1960. 

The grand ope ning of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary to ok pla ce on 
Fe bru ary 18, 1947. The ce le bra ti ons we re pre si ded over by the Pa tri ar chal 
exarch of Ukra i ne, Me tro po li tan of Kyiv and Halych Io ann (So ko lov).24 
The se mi nary was lo ca ted in St Mic ha el’s Gol den-Do med Mo na stery in 
Kyiv. A two-story mo na stery bu il ding was set asi de for au di to ri ums and 
dor mi to ri es, but the au di to ri ums tur ned out to be small be ca u se they we-
re for mer mo na stery cells.25 

The first aca de mic year be gan only with the 1st class, which had just 
11 stu dents.26 The la te be gin ning of the 1946/1947 aca de mic year (Fe bru-
ary 18, 1947) was be ca u se of the la te re a di ness of the se mi nary pre mi ses. 
Ac cor dingly, the co ur ses had al so en ded la te — on July 25, 1947.27 A si mi-
lar si tu a tion de ve lo ped two years la ter. On July 16, 1949, the aut ho ri ti es 
clo sed St Mic ha el’s Gol den-Do med Mo na stery, be ca u se of which the se-
mi nary was tran sfer red in to the stylo ba te of St An drew’s Church.28 Due 
to the re no va tion and adap ta tion of the new pre mi ses, the aca de mic year 
be gan only on De cem ber 6, 1949 and la sted un til July 24, 1950.29 

The lack of pre mi ses was a con stant pro blem for the KThS ad mi ni stra-
tion, which did not al low it to in cre a se the num ber of stu dents. In 1955, 
Me tro po li tan Io ann (So ko lov) and Rec tor Archpri est M. Kont se vich re pe-
a tedly ra i sed be fo re the Com mis si o ner for the ROC Af fa irs in the Ukra i-
nian SSR G.A. Kor chevy is sue of buying or bu il ding a ho u se for a ho stel, 
but it was ne ver re sol ved.30 Then the so lu tion to the pro blem was fo und 
in a very in te re sting way: stu dents we re re set tled and re gi ste red in the 
pri va te apart ments of Kyiv pa ris hi o ners.31 Par ti cu larly, in the 1955/1956 

20 Idid. 
21 Ser gey Pe trov, “Rek tor Odes skoy Duk hov noy Se mi na rii pro toiyere y N.V. Kont se-

vich (Ne kro log),” Zhur nal Mo skov skoy Pa tri ark hii 5 (1959): 19–20. [Ser gey Pe trov, “Rec tor 
of the Odes sa The o lo gi cal Se mi nary, Archpri est N.V. Kont se vich (An Obi tu ary),” Jo ur nal 
of the Mo scow Pa tri ar cha te 5 (1959): 19–20]. 

22 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 204, Sht. 58. 
23 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 219, Sht. 92. 
24 Afon skiy, “Ot kryti ye Kiyev skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii,” 6–7. 
25 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 45, Sht. 74. 
26 Ibid., Sht. 80 bac ksi de. 
27 Ibid., Sht. 105–105 bac ksi de. 
28 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 77, Sht. 17. 
29 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 77, Sht. 24; Flr. 92, Sht. 29. 
30 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 176, Sht. 42, 46. 
31 Ibid., Sht. 47. 
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aca de mic year, 60 out of 91 stu dents li ved in pri va te apart ments.32 This 
ap pro ach sig ni fi cantly in cre a sed the num ber of the se mi nary’s stu dents 
(see Ta ble 1). 

Ta ble 1: Sta ti sti cal Da ta of en trants, Stu dents and Gra du a tes of the KThS in 1946–1960. 

32 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 193, Sht. 7. 
33 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 32, Sht. 19–19 bac ksi de, 20–21; Flr. 45, Sht. 

105, 106.
34 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 45, Sht. 112; Flr. 61, Sht. 51–53, 56. 
35 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 77, Sht. 16–19. 
36 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 77, Sht. 24; Flr. 92, Sht. 29. 
37 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 92, Sht. 52, 36; Flr. 107, Sht. 24. 
38 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 107, Sht. 28–30, 70; Flr. 123, Sht. 127–128. 
39 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 123, Sht. 141–142; Flr. 139, Sht. 1–2. 
40 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 139, Sht. 15–16; Flr. 159, Sht. 175–177. 
41 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 160, Sht. 4, 25–26; Flr. 176, Sht. 18.
42 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 176, Sht. 40–41, 47; Flr. 193, Sht. 2.
43 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 193, Sht. 5–7. 
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1946/194733 52 23 11 11 8 (+1) 3 – 

1947/194834 48 21 15 24 20 4 – 

1948/194935 25 21 11 31 (+1) 30 3 – 

1949/195036 20 14 12 42 41 1 7 (+2 
ex terns)

1950/195137 35 32 30 65 64 1 13 

1951/195238 29 20 18 66 54 12 8 

1952/195339 24 12 8 49 38 11 10 

1953/195440 41 13 11 38 33 5 8 

1954/195541 39 24 18 39 26 17 4 

1955/195642 74 61 45 (+7) 72 68 11 6

1956/195743 95 72 33 (+ 8) 91 no da ta no da ta – 
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Ta king in to ac co unt the sta ti stics gi ven in the ta ble, one sho uld no-
te that it has so me inac cu ra ci es. The ta ble is ba sed on the re ports of the 
Com mis si o ners of the Co un cil for the ROC Af fa irs in Ukra i ne to the top 
ma na ge ment. But the re we re se ve ral di scre pan ci es bet we en the re ports 
at the be gin ning and the end of the aca de mic year on the sa me in di ca tors 
no ti ced. Be si des, so me in con si sten ci es we re fo und when a Com mis si o ner 
tried to com pa re the cur rent aca de mic year with pre vi o us ones. The re fo-
re, the cor rec tion of sta ti stics is al so a task for furt her re se arch. Ho we ver, 
even with a slight er ror, the ta ble gi ves an idea of   the num ber and dyna-
mics of en trants, stu dents and gra du a tes of the KThS in 1946–1960. 

A clo ser lo ok at the sta ti stics pre sen ted from the pro ces sed re ports 
will al low us to no ti ce so me im por tant mo ments in the se mi nary’s li fe 
in So vi et ti mes. First of all, the re is a no ti ce a ble dif fe ren ce bet we en the 
num ber of ap pli ca ti ons sub mit ted and the num ber of tho se who then 
ca me to the en tran ce exams. Al ready at this sta ge, a sig ni fi cant dro po ut 
of pos si ble stu dents was car ried out. The fact is that the KThS ad mi ni-
stra tion was obli ged to send the lists of en trants to the Com mis si o ner 
who then sent them to the re le vant aut ho ri ti es in the pla ces of re si den-
ce of the en trants, and the re the aut ho ri ti es tried to pre vent them from 

44 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 204, Sht. 52; Flr. 205, Sht. 227–229; Flr. 219, 
Sht. 31–33.

45 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 219, Sht. 36; Flr. 234, Sht. 24.
46 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 234, Sht. 25–26.

1957/195844 83 55 36 117 104 13 21 

1958/195945 97 30 33 116 84 32 15 

1959/196046 24 13 13 80 no da ta no da ta no da ta 
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Ta ble 1: Sta ti sti cal Da ta of en trants, Stu dents and Gra du a tes of the KThS in 1946–1960. 
(continuation)
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ap pe a ring even for the en tran ce 
exams. Adults we re not gi ven le-
a ve from work, young men co-
uld be im me di a tely cal led to the 
mi li tary re gi stra tion and en list-
ment of fi ce and cal led up for mi-
li tary ser vi ce. It was not un com-
mon for pa rents and re la ti ves to 
be pres su red to in flu en ce the-
ir re la ti ve and pe r su a de him to 
wit hdraw do cu ments from the 
se mi nary. Met hods of in flu en-
ce and ob struc tion co uld be dif-
fe rent, but the goal was al ways 
the sa me — to pre vent a young 
per son to en ter a church edu ca-
ti o nal in sti tu tion. The op po si te 
wo uld mean that the con struc-
tion of an at he i stic so ci ety has 
no ge nu i ne suc cess in the US SR. 

Si mi lar work was car ried out 
by the aut ho ri ti es at all sta ges of 
ad mis sion and tra i ning in the 
se mi nary. Af ter a per son pas sed 
the en tran ce exams and was en-
rol led in the KThS, he did not 
al ways ma na ge to co me to the 
be gin ning of clas ses, for which 
he was im me di a tely ex pel led. 
Con scrip tion al so of ten to ok 
pla ce in the mid dle of the aca-
de mic year, as stu dents we re not 
gi ven any de lay. Thus, alt ho ugh 
the KThS al ready had pro blems 
with the num ber of stu dents be ca u se of the lack of dor mi to ri es, they 
we re exa cer ba ted by the pur po se ful ac ti ons of the So vi et aut ho ri ti es. 
even tho ugh the aut ho ri ti es did not for mally vi o la te So vi et le gi sla tion 
on cults, they did everything as if the dec li ne of the num ber of stu dents 
we re a na tu ral pro cess be ca u se of the ir suc cessful at he i stic pro pa gan da. 
At the sa me ti me, the aut ho ri ti es used the very exi sten ce of the Kyiv 
The o lo gi cal Se mi nary to show fo re ig ners that the re was no re li gi o us pe-

Photo 1. St Andrew’s Church and the Kyiv 
Theological Seminary in its stylobate, 1958 

(source: Kyyivsʹki dukhovni shkoly, 68). 

Photo 2. Konstantin Yakovlev, a student of the 
KThS near the sign, 1959 (source: Kyyivsʹki 

dukhovni shkoly, 70).
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r se cu tion in the So vi et Union and that young be li e vers had free ac cess 
to both the o lo gi cal edu ca tion and as so ci a ti ons ba sed on the ir re li gi o us 
in te rests. Vi si ting St An drew’s Church and the KThS had al ways been a 
part of the pro gram for fo re ign church de le ga ti ons in Kyiv.47 

In fa ir ness, one sho uld no te that the in cre a se in the num ber of stu-
dents was al so due to the per so nal in te rest and ac ti vity of the rec tor and 
ad mi ni stra tion of the se mi nary. This be co mes ap pa rent when com pa ring 
the sta ti stics with the years of in di vi dual rec tors of the se mi nary in of fi-
ce. So me ti mes du ring the aca de mic year, so me stu dents re tur ned to the 
KThS af ter mi li tary ser vi ce, or pre vi o usly ex pel led stu dents we re re in sta-
ted, or stu dents from ot her se mi na ri es we re tran sfer red. 

As the ta ble on pp. 730–731 shows, the first three years of the KThS 
had no gra du a tes. This was so be ca u se it be gan its ac ti vi ti es in 1947 
with only one 1st class, which re ac hed gra du a tion in 1950. In Sep tem-
ber 1956, sin ce the re we re only 9 pe o ple in the 4th class, it was clo sed. 
The re was a plan to tran sfer stu dents of the clo sed class to the Ode-
sa The o lo gi cal Se mi nary. But only 4 pe o ple mo ved to Ode sa, anot her 
was tran sfer red to the Volyn The o lo gi cal Se mi nary, the ot her fo ur we re 
Kyiv pri ests, and the re fo re co uld not mo ve to anot her city.48 Be ca u se 
of this, gra du a tion in 1957 did not ta ke pla ce. Ho we ver, in Sep tem ber 
1957, the 4th class in the KThS was re sto red. 

47 Kot sa ba, “Uc ha stiye Kiyev skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii,” 44–46, 48–50. 
48 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 193, Sht. 5–6. 

Photo 3. The KThS Pedagogical Council. There is the rector Archpriest Mykola Kontsevich  
at the head of the table, 1952 (source: Kyyivsʹki dukhovni shkoly, 78). 
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The Clo sing of the Se mi nary

The re li gi o us si tu a tion in the So vi et Union chan ged dra ma ti cally 
af ter J. Sta lin’s de ath when M. Khrushchev ca me to po wer. The co un try 
be gan a po licy of de-Sta li ni za tion, which me ant a de par tu re from the 
co ur se of the pre vi o us le a der. This fully af fec ted the at ti tu de of the sta te 
to the Church. A new wa ve of the ag gres si ve an ti re li gi o us cam pa ign in 
the US SR be gan in 1958 and la sted un til 1964. This ti me was fa tal for 
the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary. 

The co vert pre pa ra ti ons for the clo su re of the KThS be gan in 1958 
when se mi na ri ans we re de nied re gi stra tion in pri va te apart ments. Pa-

Photo 4. Students and professors of the seminary on St Andrew’s Hill in Kyiv. There is the 
river Dnipro on the background, 1952 (source: Boris Yakemenko, “Shtrikhi iz zhizni Kiyevskoy 
Dukhovnoy Seminarii [Strokes from the Life of the Kiev Theological Seminary],” Live Journal, 

accessed November 15, 2020, https://boris-yakemenko.livejournal.com/541173.html).
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tri arch Ale xi us (Symansky) was in for med abo ut this dif fi cult si tu a tion. 
At the sa me ti me, the aut ho ri ti es openly advi sed him to li qu i da te the 
Kyiv se mi nary and join it to the Ode sa se mi nary. Ac cor ding to the Cha-
ir man of the Co un cil for the ROC Af fa irs G.G.  Kar pov, the Pa tri arch 
agreed to li qu i da te the se mi nary in prin ci ple. Ho we ver, it was ne ces sary 
to do this gra du ally. The plan was not to ac cept ap pli ca ti ons from first-
year en trants from the next aca de mic year and for the next three years 
to ma ke only gra du a ti ons. The Com mis si o ner for the ROC Af fa irs in the 
Ukra i nian SSR M.F. Bi bik be li e ved that to clo se the se mi nary pa in lessly, 
the aut ho ri ti es sho uld not ag gra va te re la ti ons with the Church’s le a der-
ship, but pre pa re for it sec retly.49 

In fact, sin ce 1958, stu dents had been rec ru i ted to the se mi nary, but 
the ad mi ni stra tion had fa ced ex tre mely se ri o us pro blems. Stu dents we re 
de nied ac com mo da tion in pri va te apart ments, alt ho ugh 75% of se mi na ri-
ans li ved the re. The le a der ship of the Kyiv se mi nary and the Kyiv di o ce se 

49 TsDA VO, Fund 4648, De scr. 3, Flr. 234, Sht. 44. 

Photo 5. Students with Archpriest Mykola Kontsevich in the seminary canteen, 1952 
(source: Yakemenko, “Shtrikhi iz zhizni”). 
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in si sted on pe r mis sion to bu ild a new dor mi tory or set it up in the Kyiv-
Pec hersk La vra. But the ir re qu ests we re un suc cessful. In 1960, when the 
sec re tary of the Kyiv City Co un cil B.F. er mo lo vich an no un ced that re-
gi stra tion in pri va te apart ments wo uld be su spen ded, Rec tor Ar chi man-
dri te Fi la ret (De ni sen ko) said that then se mi na ri ans wo uld be re gi ste red 
in the ne ig hbo ur hood of Kyiv, in set tle ments clo se to the ra il way. But 
Com mis si o ner M.F. Bi bik flatly re fu sed this. In his re port, he ex pla i ned 
that li ving in the su burbs is plan ned for se ni or stu dents, which are al most 
tra i ned pri ests. The ir com mu ni ca tion with the lo cal pe o ple will be co me 
a thre at of re li gi o us pro pa gan da, which will suc ceed in su bur ban tra ins. 
Ge ne rally, the Com mis si o ner con si de red the KThS as a har mful edu ca ti-
o nal in sti tu tion that pre ven ted the aut ho ri ti es from con duc ting at he i stic 
pro pa gan da. Be si des the pro blem with the dor mi tory, the re was a food 
pro blem: all tra de or ga ni sa ti ons in the city re fu sed who le sa le food sup pli-
es to the se mi nary’s can teen.50 

All the sta ted abo ve was do ne to cre a te ad di ti o nal dif fi cul ti es in the 
ac ti vi ti es of the KThS. Gi ven the “ho pe les sness” of the se mi nary which 

50 Ibid., Sht. 42–43, 62. 

Photo 6. In a seminary class, 1952 (source: Yakemenko, “Shtrikhi iz zhizni”).
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ca u sed high costs for the tra i ning of pri ests, in the ab sen ce of many 
stu dents, Com mis si o ner M.F. Bi bik po in ted out in his re port that it was 
ne ces sary to in form the Mo scow Pa tri a rc ha te abo ut the ex pe di ency of 
clo sing the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary and tran sfer ring its stu dents to 
the Ode sa The o lo gi cal Se mi nary.51 As a re sult, on May 4, 1960, at a me-
e ting with Pa tri arch Ale xi us (Symansky), the Cha ir man of the Co un cil 
for ROC Af fa irs V.A. Ku royedov de man ded the li qu i da ti on of the Kyiv 
The o lo gi cal Se mi nary. Una ble to re sist the pres su re of the aut ho ri ti es, 
the Pa tri a rch agreed. On Ju ne 8, 1960, the edu ca ti o nal Com mit tee of 
the Holy Synod  of the ROC adop ted a cor re spon ding de ci sion.52 

Con clu sion 

Sum ma ri sing a bri ef over vi ew of the hi story of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal 
Se mi nary in 1947–1960, one can say that in the fo ur teen years of its 
ac ti vity it had be co me one of the cen tres of spi ri tu a lity and the o lo gi cal 
edu ca tion in Kyiv and Ukra i ne. The way it wal ked was hard and thorny. 
The dif fi cult con di ti ons of post-war re con struc tion we re com pli ca ted 
by the spe ci fic “ca re” of the aut ho ri ti es, which tried to pre vent the de-
ve lop ment of “re li gi o us pro pa gan da” in the US SR. Sub se qu ently, the 
hid den ob stac le to the o lo gi cal edu ca tion re sul ted in the open con fron-
ta tion bet we en the Church and the pur po se ful po licy of the sta te. But, 
de spi te the for ced clo su re, the KThS con tri bu ted to the fu tu re re vi val 
of the Ort ho dox Church. Its te ac hers and gra du a tes, who la ter be ca me 
fa mo us bis hops, pro fes sors and or di nary pri ests, wor ked in esta blis hing 
and de fen ding the Ort ho dox fa ith in the at he i stic sta te. This is the main 
sig ni fi can ce of the Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary in the So vi et pe riod: in 
dif fi cult hi sto ri cal con di ti ons, it ser ved as a tran sit of the tra di ti ons of 
Ort ho dox edu ca tion and spi ri tu a lity to the pre sent days. And mo dern 
re se ar chers are fa ced with the task of a mo re tho ro ugh study of its past 
to an swer the qu e sti ons po sed at the be gin ning of this ar tic le. 

* * *

51 Ibid., Sht. 28. 
52 Vla di mir Bu re ga, Kiyev skaya duk hov naya aka de miya i se mi na riya (Kyiv, 2009), 44 

[Vla di mir Bu re ha, The Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy and Se mi nary (Kyiv, 2009), 44]. 



738

Теолошки погледи / Theological Views LIII (3/2020)

Ab bre vi a ti ons 

KThS — Kyiv The o lo gi cal Se mi nary. 
ROC — Rus sian Ort ho dox Church. 
TsDA VO — Tsen tralʹnyy der zhavnyy ark hiv vyshchykh or ha niv vlady 

ta upra vlinnya Ukrayiny [Cen tral Sta te Ar chi ve of the Hig hest Aut ho ri ti-
es and Ad mi ni stra tion of Ukra i ne]. 

US SR — Union of So vi et So ci a list Re pu blics. 
De scr. — De scrip tion. 
Flr. — Fol der. 
Sht. — She et. 

Pri mary So ur ces 

Ar chi ve Ma te rial 

Tsen tralʹnyy der zhavnyy ark hiv vyshchykh or ha niv vlady ta upra vlinnya 
Ukrayiny, Kyiv, Ukrayina. Fund 4648: “Ra da v spra vakh re li hiyi pry 
Mi ni ster stvi u spra vakh mi hrat siyi i nat si o nalʹno stey Ukrayiny ta yiyi 
po pe rednyky (obʺyed nanyy fond).” Opys 3: “Upov no vaz hennyy Rady 
v spra vakh Ro siysʹko yi Pra vo slav noyi Tserkvy pry Ra di Mi ni striv SR-
SR po Ukrayinsʹkiy RSR, 1943–1965 rr.” Spravy 32, 45, 61: “Do ku-
menty pro vid kryttya pastyrsʹko-bo ho slovsʹkykh  kur siv i se mi na riy 
v oblastyakh Ukrayiny (spysky uc hniv i vykla dac hiv, pe repysk a);” 
Spravy 77, 92, 107, 123, 139, 159, 160, 176, 193, 204, 205, 219, 234: 
“Do ku menty pro stan i diyalʹnistʹ Lutsʹkoyi, Kyyivsʹkoyi ta Odesʹkoyi 
duk hovnykh se mi na riy (in for mat siyi, zvity, plany zanyatʹ, spysky 
uc hniv i vykla dac hiv),” 1947–1960 rr. [The Cen tral Sta te Ar chi ve of 
the Hig hest Aut ho ri ti es and Ad mi ni stra tion of Ukra i ne, Kyiv, Ukra-
i ne. Fund 4648 “The Co un cil for Re li gi o us Af fa irs at the Mi ni stry of 
Mi gra tion and Na ti o na li ti es of Ukra i ne and Its Pre de ces sors (Jo int 
Fund).” De scrip tion 3: “Com mis si o ner of the Co un cil for the Rus sian 
Ort ho dox Church Af fa irs un der the Co un cil of Mi ni sters of the US SR 
in the Ukra i nian SSR, 1943–1965.” Fol ders 32, 45, 61: “Do cu ments 
on the Ope ning of Pa sto ral-The o lo gi cal Co ur ses and Se mi na ri es in 
the Re gi ons of Ukra i ne (Lists of Stu dents and Te ac he rs, Cor re spon-
den ce);” Fol ders 77, 92, 107, 123, 139, 159, 160, 176, 193, 204, 205, 
219, 234: “Do cu ments on the Sta te and Ac ti vity of the Lutsk, Kyiv 
and Ode sa The o lo gi cal Se mi na ri es (In for ma tion, Re ports, Les son 
Plans, Lists of Stu dents and Te ac he rs),” 1947–1960]. 
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Pu blis hed Let ters and Ar tic les in Pe ri o di cals 

“Pis’ma mi tro po li ta Io an na (Ven dlan da) k mi tro po li tu Gu riyu (Yego ro-
vu).” Pod go tov ka tek sta, vstu pi tel’naya stat’ya i kom men ta rii e.A. 
Mez hen noy i V.V. Bu re gi. Trudy Kyyivsʹkoyi duk hov noyi aka de miyi 30 
(2019): 123–139. [“The Let ters from Me tro po li tan John (Wen dland) 
to Me tro po li tan Gury (ego rov).” Pre pa ra tion of the text, in tro duc tion 
and com men ta ri es by e.A. Mez hen naya and V.V. Bu re ha. Works of the 
Kyiv The o lo gi cal Aca demy 30 (2019): 123–139]. 

Afon skiy, Ser gey. “Ot kryti ye Kiyev skoy duk hov noy se mi na rii.” Zhur nal 
Mo skov skoy Pa tri ark hii 6 (1947): 6–10. [Ser gey, Afonsky. “The Ope-
ning of the Ki ev The o lo gi cal Se mi nary.” Jo ur nal of the Mo scow Pa tri a
rc ha te 6 (1947): 6–10]. 

Ga net skiy, Vla di mir. “Pro toiyere y B.L. Shul’ke vich (Ne kro log).” Zhur
nal Mo skov skoy Pa tri ark hii 10 (1951): 57–58. [Ga netsky, Vla di mir. 
“Archpri est B.L. Shul ke vich (An Obi tu ary).” Jo ur nal of the Mo scow Pa
tri a rc ha te 10 (1951): 57–58]. 

Pe trov, Ser gey. “Rek tor Odes skoy Duk hov noy Se mi na rii pro toiyere y N.V. 
Kont se vich (Ne kro log).” Zhur nal Mo skov skoy Pa tri a rk hii 5 (1959): 
19–20. [Pe trov, Ser gey. “Rec tor of the Odes sa The o lo gi cal Se mi nary, 
Archpri est N.V. Kont se vich (An Obi tu ary).” Jo ur nal of the Mo scow Pa
tri a rc ha te 5 (1959): 19–20]. 

Bi bli o graphy 

Mo no graphs 
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киевская духовная семинария  
в 1947–1960 гг.: краТкое всТупление  

к дальнейшему изучению
Митрофан Божко
Ки ев ская ду хов ная ака де ми я, 
Киев, Украи на

Резюме: Основываясь на ма ло и зу ченных ар хивных ма те ри а лах, статья 
уделяет вни ма ние ис то рии Ки ев ской ду хов ной се ми на рии в со вет ский пе ри
од. Она была от крыта  в 1947 г. по сле то го, как И. Ста лин из ме нил свою ре
прес сив ную по ли ти ку в от но ше нии Пра во слав ной Цер кви в Со вет ском Союзе. 
Но из ме не ния в го су дар ствен ноцер ковных от но ше ниях по сле Вто рой ми ро
вой войны не из ме ни ли кур са СССР на по стро е ние ате и сти че ско го общества, 
поэто му се ми на рия по стоянн о стал ки ва лась с препятствиями на пу ти раз
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ви тия бо го слов ско го обра зо ва ния и ду хов но го вос пи та ния мо лодых ве рующих . 
Уже во время пра вле ния Н. Хрущева пра ви тельство раз вер ну ло но вую ан ти
ре ли ги о зную кам па нию, на пи ке ко то рой се ми на рия была за крыта  в 1960 г. 
Тем не ме нее, не смо тря на не дол гий пе ри од сво е го существо ва ния по сле во зро
жде ния, Ки ев ская ду хов ная се ми на рия ста ла ва жной ве хой в со хра не нии и пе
ре да че обра зо ва тельных тра ди ций от до ре волюци он ной Ки ев ской ду хов ной 
ака де мии к со вре мен ной. 

Ключевые сло ва: Ки ев ская ду хов ная се ми на рия, пастырскобо го слов ские 
курсы, бо го слов ское обра зо ва ние, Рус ская Пра во слав ная Цер ковь, Укра ин ский 
Экзар хат, ан ти ре ли ги о зная кам па ния, Со вет ский Союз, Укра ин ская ССР. 

кијевска духовна семинарија  
у периоду 1947–1960: краТки увод  

за даље проучавање

Митро фан Божко
Ки јев ска ду хов на ака де ми ја, 
Ки јев, Укра ји на

Апстракт: На основу мало проучаване архивске грађе, аутор у чланку 
пажњу усредсређује на историју Кијевске духовне семинарије у совјетском пе
риоду. Ово богословско училиште отворено је 1947. године, након што је Јо
сиф В. Стаљин ублажио репресивну политику према Православној Цркви у 
Совјетском Савезу. Међутим, промене у односима државе и Цркве после Другог 
светског рата нису промениле и усмерење СССРа ка изградњи атеистичког 
друштва, те се због тога Кијевска духовна семинарија непрестано суочава
ла са препрекама у развијању и неговању богословског и духовног образовања 
младих верника. Већ током владавине Никите Хрушчова, влада је покренула 
нову антирелигиозну кампању, на врхунцу које је Кијевска духовна семинарија 
1960. године затворена. Но упркос кратком периоду свог постојања након 
обнављања у совјетској епохи, Кијевска духовна семинарија постала је важан 
чинилац у очувању и преносу образовних традиција од предреволуционарне до 
савремене Кијевске духовне академије.

Кључне речи: Кијевска духовна семинарија, пастирски и богословски кур
севи, богословско образовање, Руска Православна Црква, Украјински егзархат, 
антирелигиозна кампања, Совјетски Савез, Украјинска ССР.


