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Bogunenko V. Monoprofile town (Donetsk region) in the context
of totalitarianism: the «party purges» of the 1930s in Chasiv Yar

The «party purges» of the 1930s are studied as a factor in the formation of
socio-cultural features in a monoprofile city of the Donetsk region by the
example of Chasiv Yar. It is determined the conditions for conducting
«party purges» in the town in the context of socio-political processes of
strengthening totalitarianism in the USSR. The author considers the main
criteria for assessing compliance with party membership during «purges»
in this «socialist town». It is clarified the social mechanisms and the
influence of «purges» on the formation of local social, communicative
and production traditions.

The article proves that «party purges» in the early 1930s were aimed at
establishing a totalitarian society in the USSR and had a powerful pro-
duction and organizational effect. The time of intensive «purges» coin-
cided with the formation of numerous monoprofile settlements in the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions in the conditions of forced industrializa-
tion. The example of Chasiv Yar confirms that «purges» were an essen-
tial factor in creating a socio-psychological «climate» in the town helping
to strengthen such a feature of social communication as mutual distrust
as well as the establishment of a «hierarchy of guilt» such as «the loss of
class vigilance», «class rebirth» and «a bad attitude to production» which,
at the level of management, could mean insufficient rigidity in the treat-
ment of subordinates.

The «party purges» were directed on «proletarian core» and were
connected at that time with the question not only of career growth but
also of physical survival in the conditions of a monoprofile city’s forma-
tion. Because of this, special forms of social communication in the settle-
ment acquired a great ability to be reproduced. Due to the traumatic
nature of the experience, mechanisms and structures of the command
economy, these forms acquired the ability to further significantly deter-
mine the organizational and production tradition of city-forming enter-
prises, the specifics of local residents’ mentality.

Key words: a monoprofile city, the Donetsk region, totalitarianism, «party
purges» of the 1930s.


