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The Polish crisis of 1980–1981 in the information documents 
of the Central Committee of the Communist party of Ukraine 

and the KGB of the Ukrainian SSR
Based on the materials of the top party leadership of the Ukrainian SSR, reporting and information documents of

the State Security Committee of the Ukrainian SSR, archival and investigative cases on the participants of the dissident
movement in Ukraine, the article reveals the impact of the strike movement in Poland in the early 1980s on Ukrainian
society, highlights the reaction of different population strata to the political crisis in a neighboring country.

The author analyzed special messages of the Soviet state security bodies, and reports, which highlighted the
discussion of the activities of the independent self-governing trade union “Solidarity” in the working environment,
in student circles, among the creative intelligentsia and Polish citizens who were involved in the construction of in-
dustrial facilities in the Ukrainian SSR. Using concrete examples, the policy of party bodies of the Ukrainian SSR
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regarding the formation of public opinion around labor protests in the Polish People&apos;s Republic was revealed.
It is claimed that, despite political censorship, information about the activities of the independent trade union “Sol-
idarity” penetrated into Ukraine through various channels. There were analyzed efforts of the power structures to
neutralize the foci of free-thinking and protest moods in Ukraine against the background of the strike movement in
Poland in 1960–1981.
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