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Annotation 
The territory in Upper Suceava, Siret, Upper Popruttia 

and Middle Podnistrovya (Bukovyna) played an important part 
in international relations due to transcontinental trade routes 
connecting the north of Western Europe and the Black Sea. 
Moreover, it was a confluence of political and economic 
interests of current major countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe, mostly Poland and later Ottoman Empire which had 
been competing for the hegemony in the region and craved to 
be decisive in its history.  

During 1530, the Ottoman Empire and Poland wanted to 
extend their power to Moldavia and to Bukovina. The reason 
for this was that the region was at the forefront of the struggle 
between both countries. 

Frontier conflicts between Poland and Moldavia lasted 
until 1538 when Turkish sultan and Polish king arranged 
Tartar Horde to capture Moldavian lands and Polish troops 
which surrounded Khotyn fortress forced Petru Rares make a 
vassal oath to Zygmunt I. Still it did not help preserve 
Moldavian sovereignty as Turkish sultan occupied Suceava 
due to Moldavian boyars betrayal, while Petru Rares was 
compelled to escape to Transylvania. Thus, Moldavia and the 
territory of Bukovyna went over to Ottoman Empire, which 
had negative consequences on the situation of the local people, 
restricting its agricultural and demographic development. The 
borders of Bukovyna became, therefore, the borders of 
Ottoman Empire. Besides, eastern part of Bukovyna (with the 
centre in Khotyn) was subordinate to Turkish administration 
which created an important defense point that often became 
the location for battles in coming years. 

Thus, after the Moldavian state became dependent on the 
Ottoman state in 1538, the situation in Bukovynian lands 
deteriorated significantly. The consequence of this was that 
from the end of the XVI – the beginning of the XVII century 
Bukovyna was the object of military-political competition, and 
power over the region passed from hand to hand. 

Key words: Bukovyna, Pokuttya, Petru IV Raresh, 
Moldavia, Poland, Ottoman Empire, Suleiman Kanuni.�
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CDEFGHIJK� LIEGJMJ� MNJMOEPHQDJMJ� OJRSETULEDDV�

SNOWSJOHV� XJGIELHY� RDEZJIWGEFV� DE� [NONZONFSH� LE\GWLWZ�
SJOMJLNG]DWZ� TGVZHL'� QEFSJ� FSE^QW� EONDJ^� LH_D� H�
RE[NKGWZ�`WSL��aV�J`FSELWDE�FUSSbLJ�L[GWLEGE�DE�LJbDDJ�
[JGHSWQDN� SE� FJcHEG]DJ�NKJDJdHQDN� FSEDJLWeN�
`UKJLWDF]KWZ� RNdNG]� SE� dHFcNLJMJ� G^IU�� AIDHb^� RH�

RDEKJLWZ�[JIH_����Z�OJKHL�fgh�FS��FSEL�[JZHI�FUGSEDE�iUGN_dEDE�h�DE�XJGIELH^��
ARDEQNDE�[OJ`GNdESWKE�QEFSKJLJ�[JOUTULEGEFV�U�IJFGHI\NDDVZ�X��jGbLQWDF]KJMJ�k��l'�

X��mUQKE�k��l'�n��ibd]JDJLJY�k��l'�A��XEFEDE�k�l'�o��pJGIWObLE�k��'���l'�q��qJDcW�k�'��l�SE�HD��
jOJSN� RERDEQNDH� ELSJOW� GWTN� QEFSKJLJ� LWFLHSG^LEGW� [WSEDDV� LJbDDJ�[JGHSWQDJY� HFSJOHY�
`UKJLWDF]KWZ�RNdNG]���[OJIJL\�JFSEDDHZ�INFVSWGHS]�IJFGHIDWKW�QWdOER�QEFSHTN�RLNOSE^S]FV�
IJ�IEDJY�[OJ`GNdESWKW���

+��
 FSESSH� [JGVMEb� U� SJdU'� eJ`� OJRKOWSW� JFJ`GWLJFSH� LJbDDJ�[JGHSWQDWZ� LHIDJFWD� U�
[HLDHQDWZ�LJGJFSVZ� pUKJLWDH!�XJGIELF]KJY�INO\ELW�U����Z�OO��rg��FS�'�E�SEKJ\�LWVLWSW�L[GWL�
[JG]F]KJ�dJGIELF]KJMJ� FU[NODWcSLE� RE� jJKUSSV� DE� [JMHOTNDDV� FSEDJLWeE� U� INO\ELH'� eJ�
[OWRLNGJ�IJ�REMEO`EDDV�XJGIELHY�R�`JKU�AFdEDF]KJY�Hd[NOHY�U������O���

��OJKW�[NOTJMJ�MJF[JIEO^LEDDV�jNSOU�hg�sEONTE� ����<����!�dJGIELF]KH�RNdGH'�L�SJdU�
QWFGH� _� SNOWSJOHV� pUKJLWDW'� FSE^S]� EONDJ^� [OJSWFSJVDDV� [JSU\DWZ� INO\EL� <� AFdEDF]KJY�
Hd[NOHY� SE�jJG]eH��jJG]eE� OJRMGVIEGE�dJGIELF]KH� RNdGH'� VK� `UPNODU� RJDU� LHI� JFdEDHL'� E� IGV�
jJOSW� LJDW� VLGVGW� RDEQDW_� HDSNONF� QNONR� FLJY� J`JOJDDH� F[JOUIW'� E� FEdN� iUQELF]KU� SE�
rJSWDF]KU�PJOSNcH'�VKH�dJ\DE�`UGJ�LWKJOWFSJLULESW�VK�[GEcIEOd�IGV�[JIEG]TJY�NKF[EDFHY��

tE�[JQESKU������O��AFdEDF]KE�Hd[NOHV�SE�jJG]eE�UKGEIE^S]�"LHQDW_�dWO#��uMHIDJ�R�cWd�
IJMJLJOJd�iUGN_dED� h� REKOH[G^LEL� RE�FJ`J^�[OELJ�F^RNONDHSNSU�DEI�SNOWSJOHb^�XJGIELHY'� E�
SEKJ\� IEL� J`HcVDKU� KJOJG^� iWMHRdUDIU� h� LONMUG^LESW� _JMJ� KJDPGHKS� HR� dJGIELF]KWd�
MJF[JIEONd�DE� KJOWFS]�jJG]eH� k�'� 3�� ���l��tEFGHIKJd� YZDHZ�[NONMJLJOHL� `UGE� OJROJ`KE�[GEDU�
RdHeNDDV� jNSOU� sEONTE� HR� MJF[JIEOF]KJMJ� [ONFSJGU� k�'� 3�� ���l�� AS\N'� KJOJG]� iWMHRdUDI� h�

��EDIWIES�HFSJOWQDWZ�DEUK'�
IJcNDS��
mNODHLNc]KW_�DEcHJDEG]DW_�
UDHLNOFWSNS��
HdNDH�vOHV�wNI]KJLWQE�
CUG���Jc^`WDF]KJMJ'��'��
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LW�H�ZHI�dJGIELF]KJMJ�[JZJIU�
iUGN_dEDE��EDUDH������O��SE�
_JMJ�DEFGHIKW�IGV�[OWKJOIJD�
DJMJ�FSEDJLWeE�pUKJLWDW��
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F[OWVL�[JLDJdU�[HI[JOVIKULEDD^�KOEYDW�AFdEDF]KH_� Hd[NOHY'�[OWbIDELTWF]�IJ�FUGSEDF]KJMJ�
REIUdU�[JR`ELWSW�jNSOU�sEONTE�LGEIW��

CGHSKU� ����� O�� jNOU� sEONT� F[JLHFSWL� iWMHRdUDIE� h'� eJ� LHD� RDEb� [OJ� [NONMJLJOW� dH\�
�OEKJLJd�H�iSEd`UGJd'�RE[OJ[JDULELTW�_JdU�LHIdJLWSWFV�LHI�c]JMJ�FJ^RU�SE�[OWbIDESWFV�IJ�
EDSWJFdEDF]KJY� KJEGHcHY'� VKU� L� cN_� QEF� PJOdULEGW� qE`F`UOMW�� jNSOU� sEONT� [JLWDND� `UL�
RELNOTWSW� LH_F]KJLH� IHY� [OJSW�iWMHRdUDIE� h'� VKeJ�jJG]eE�DEIEFS]�dJGIELF]KJdU� MJF[JIEO^�
LHITKJIULEDDV�RE�SNOWSJOH^�jJKUSSV��oGN�[JG]F]KW_�KJOJG]�LHIdJLWLFV�LHI�c]JMJ�k�'�3�����<
���l��CJIDJQEF�jJOSE�[HILWeUb�FUdU�eJOHQDJY�IEDWDW�R�XJGIELHY�IJ����SWF��RJGJSWZ�k�'�3����l���

CH_DE� R� hOEDJd�  ����<����!� LHISVMULEGE� ONEGHREcH^� RE[GEDJLEDWZ� IH_'� SJdU� iUGN_dED� h�
[OJIJL\ULEL� RIH_FD^LEL� [JGHSWKU� GELHOULEDDV� dH\� jJG]eN^� SE� XJGIELHb^�� �� FLJ^� QNOMU�
jJG]eE'� RE_DVSE� DEIEDDVd� LH_F]KJLJY� IJ[JdJMW� nWSLH� U� LH_DH� R� XJFKJLHb^�  ����<����!'� DN�
[NONI`EQEGE� LNINDDV� LH_F]KJLWZ� IH_� eN� _� [OJSW� XJGIELHY�� jOJSN'� iWMHRdUDI� h� RDEL� [OJ�
[HIMJSJLKU�F[HG]DJY�HR�SESEOEdW�ESEKW�DE�jJKUSF]KH�RNdGH�k�'�3����l���

CE\KN�RJLDHTD]J[JGHSWQDN�FSEDJLWeN�XJGIELHY�RdUTULEGJ�jNSOU�sEONTE�RLNODUSWFV�RE�
IJ[JdJMJ^� IJ�XJFKLW��XJFKJLF]KW_� KDVR]� hLED� �g� qOJRDW_� DE� [JQESKU� ����� O�� DEIHFGEL� IJ�
jNSOU� sEONTE� FLJb� [JFJG]FSLJ� HR� LHI[JLHII^� MJF[JIEO^�� "eJ� _JMJ�\EGULESW� ZJQN'� SJdU�eJ�
_JMJ� \EGULEL� `ES]KJ� CEFWGH_� hLEDJLWQ#� k�'� 3�� ���<���l'� [OWFWGE^QW� eNIOH� IEOW'� E� SEKJ\�
DEIELEL�IW[GJdESWQDU�[HISOWdKU�U�_JMJ�LJbDDWZ�IHVZ�[OJSW�iWMHRdUDIE�h�k��'�3���l��

�� ����� O�� EKSWLHRULEGWFV� EDSW[JG]F]KH� IHY� dJGIELF]KWZ� LH_F]KJLWZ� REMJDHL� k�'� 3�� ��l��
uJKONdE'�jNSOU� �g� RDJLU�[JQWDEb� LWFULESW�[ONSNDRHY� DE�jJKUSSV'� E� L� G^SJdU�_JMJ� LH_F]KE�U�
QNOMJLW_� OER� [JMOE`ULEGW� ��� FHG� DE� [JG]F]KJdU� [OWKJOIJDDH� k��'� 3�� ���l�� CGHSKU� ����� O��
MJF[JIEO�XJGIELHY�RIH_FDWL�DJLW_�DE[EI�DE�jJKUSSV�SE�jJIHGGV����QNOLDH�dJGIELF]KH�LH_F]KE�
F[EGWGW�����[JKUSF]KWZ�FHG'�E�L�FNO[DH�jNSOU��g�HR�eN�`HG]TWd�LH_F]KJd�LHIDJLWL�DEFSU[�DE�
jJKUSSV��A`JOJDJ^�KJdEDIULEL�X��iNDVLF]KW_'�VKW_�UF[HTDJ�QWDWL�J[HO�dJGIELEDEd�H�RdUFWL�
YZ�LHIFSU[WSW��CRWdKU������OJKU�sEONT�RDJLU�LINOFV�DE�jJKUSSV��pUGE�cN�DNLNGWKE�NKF[NIWcHV'�
F[OVdJLEDE�DE�[JMOE`ULEDDV�SE�LHILJGHKEDDV�ULEMW�DE�KJOWFS]�XJFKLW�k��'�3�����l��iWMHRdUDI�h�
RERDEQEL'� eJ� dJGIELF]KH� LH_F]KE� ILHQH� DE[EIEGW� DE� [JG]F]KH� LJGJIHDDV�� o� SUONc]KW_� FUGSED�
DE[OELWL�DE�IJ[JdJMU�XJGIELHY�`HGMJOJIF]KWZ�SESEOHL'�VKH�LWFSU[WGW�[OJSW�jJG]eH�SE�nWSLW�
k�'� 3�� �����l�� tE� IUdKU� ELSJOE'� dJGIELF]KW_� MJF[JIEO� RIH_FDWL� DE[EIW� DE� [JIHG]F]KH� SE�
[JKUSF]KH�RNdGH'�dE^QW�DE�dNSH�F[OJLJKULESW�[JG]F]KJ�SUONc]KU�LH_DU��

uDE^QW� [OJ� [JG]F]KJ�SUONc]KH� LHIDJFWDW'� jNSOU� sEONT� OJR[JQWDEb� TUKESW� DJLWZ�
FJ^RDWKHL� [OJSW� jJOSW�� tWd� FSEL� KJOJG]� �MJOeWDW� wNOIWDEDI� h'� R� VKWd� U� KLHSDH� ����� O��
MJF[JIEO� XJGIELHY� UKGEL� FJ^RDU� UMJIU'� LWRDELTW� FN`N� UMJOF]KWd� LEFEGJd'� FKJJOIWDULEL�
EDSWJFdEDF]KH�IHY'� E� SEKJ\�REOUQWLFV�_JMJ�[HISOWdKJ^�U�LONMUG^LEDDH� LHIDJFWD� HR�jJG]eN^�
k�'� 3�� ���l�� aN_� FJ^R� dEL� [NONKJDESW� jJG]eU� [JLNODUSW� XJGIELHY� SNOWSJOH^� jJKUSSV� k��'�
F�����l��

�� ����� O�� REKHDQWGEFV� SUONc]KJ�HOEDF]KE� LH_DE'� SJdU� iUGN_dED� h� JIOERU� \� EKSWLDJ�
LKG^QWLFV� L� bLOJ[N_F]KH� F[OELW�� CHD� RJ`JL1VREL� dJGIELF]KJMJ� MJF[JIEOV� LHIHFGESW� DE�
IJ[JdJMU�x��uE[JG]VY�TNFSWSWFVQDW_�LH_F]KJLW_�REMHD�IGV�UQEFSH�U�[JZJIH�[OJSW�wNOIWDEDIE�h��
uE� cN� jNSOU� sEONTU� J`HcVGW� LWOHTWSW� [JG]F]KJ�dJGIELF]KW_� KJDPGHKS� DE� _JMJ� KJOWFS]� k�'�
3�����l�� AQNLWIDJ'� eJ� FUGSED� RDEL� [OJ� [NONMJLJOW� dH\� XJGIELHb^� H� �MJOeWDJ^� SE� ZJSHL�
[NONLHOWSW�cWd�MJF[JIEOV��jOJSN�LWdJMW�FUGSEDE�REGWTWGWFV�DNLWKJDEDWdW���

tE� [JQESKU� ����� O�� dJFKJLF]KH� [JFGW� LWdEMEGW� LHI� iWMHRdUDIE� h� UKGEFSW� dWO� R�
dJGIELF]KWd�MJF[JIEONd��"h�yWMWdJDS�`W�KJOJG]�jNSOE�LJbLJIU�LRVL�R�FJ`J^�L�[NONdWO1V#�k�'�
3�����<���l��jOJSN�[JGVKW�LHIdJLWGWF]�UKGEFSW�dWO�R�jNSOU�sEONTNd��

�� ONRUG]SESH� JIDJQEFDWZ� LJbDDWZ� IH_� XJFKJLHY'� XJGIELHY� SE� �OWdF]KJMJ� ZEDFSLE� DE�
OHRDWZ�IHGVDKEZ�[JG]F]KJ�dJGIELF]KJMJ�KJOIJDU�iWMHRdUDI� h�[HTJL�DE�[NONMJLJOW'�[OWLHLTW�
DE�[JQESJK������O��U�`J_JLU�MJSJLDHFS]�FLJb�LH_F]KJ��uE� RMJIJ^�SUONc]KJMJ�FUGSEDE'�OERJd� HR�
dJGIELF]KJ^�EOdHb^�U�DE[EIH�DE�jJIHGGV�SEKJ\�`OEGW�UQEFS]�`HGMJOJIF]KH�SESEOW�k�'�3����l���

jJGVKW�SEKJ\�MJSULEGW�DE[EI�DE�XJGIELH^'�EGN�LDEFGHIJK�[JLFSEDDV�TGVZSW�[HI�n]LJLJd�
[JG]F]KJdU� KJOJG^� IJLNGJFV� LHIdJLWSWFV� LHI� dJGIELF]KJMJ� [JZJIU�� nWTN� DE� [JQESKU�
GWFSJ[EIE� KJOJDDH� LH_F]KE� REMEG]DJY� J`JOJDW� [HI� KJdEDIULEDDVd�X�� iNDVLF]KJMJ� DE[EGW� DE�



XJGIELH^'�F[EGWLTW�mNODHLcH'�pJSJTEDW�SE�DELKJGWTDH�FNGE'�JQNLWIDJ�DE�SNONDEZ�pUKJLWDW��
tNRLE\E^QW�DE�F[UFSJTNDDV�SE�F[EGNDDV�LNGWKWZ�dHFS�U�[HLDHQDH_�QEFSWDH�XJGIELHY'�MJF[JIEO�
DN�[HTJL�LH_DJ^�DE�[JGVKHL��oGN�[HFGV�OJR[UFKU�[JF[JGWSJMJ�OUTNDDV�SE�FKJOJQNDDV�KHG]KJFSH�
J`JOJDW� [OWKJOIJDDWZ� RNdNG]� LILHQH'� SNOWSJOHY� jJKUSSV'� qEGWQWDW� H� jJIHGGV� REGWTWGWFV�
[OEKSWQDJ�`NRREZWFDWdW�k��'�3�����l��

tE[OWKHDcH�G^SJMJ������O��LHI`UGWFV�GWSJLF]KJ�dJFKJLF]KH�[NONMJLJOW'�DE�VKWZ�XJFKJLHV�
UKGEIEb�dWODW_�IJMJLHO� HR�xMNGGJDEdW�DE���OJKHL�SE�LWZJIWS]�R�EDSWVMNGGJDF]KJMJ�FJ^RU�k�'�
3�����<���l��jOJSN� LJDE� [OJIJL\ULEGE� DEIELESW� MOJTJLU� IJ[JdJMU�jNSOU� sEONTU� H� L� [NOHJI�
DEFSU[DJY�EKSWLHREcHY�NKF[EDFHY�jJOSW�U�INO\ELH'�eJ�IEGJ�dJ\GWLHFS]�XJGIELHY�[HIMJSULESWFV�
IJ�dE_`USDHZ� LH_F]KJLWZ� IH_� [OJSW� JFdEDHL� k�'� 3�� ��l��tE� [JQESKU� ����� O�� �OWdF]KN� ZEDFSLJ�
SEKJ\�RdHD^b�FLJ^�[JGHSWKU�eJIJ�XJGIELHY'�LHIdJLWLTWF]�LHI�F[HG]DWZ�EDSWVMNGGJDF]KWZ�IH_'�
RJKONdE� [JQWDEb� RESOWdULESW� dJGIELF]KWZ� [JFGHL� k�'� 3�� ��l�� zJdU� jNSOU� �g'� RdHcDWLTW�
FSEDJLWeN�U�INO\ELH'� F[OJ`ULEL�FEdJSU\KW�[JR`USWFV�JFdEDF]KJMJ� HME'� REGWTWLTWF]� FEd�DE�
FEd�HR�dJMUSD]J^�jJOSJ^��h�VK�DEFGHIJK'�LHD�LHIdJLGVbS]FV�LWKJDESW�DEKER�SUONc]KJMJ�FUGSEDE�
DEIESW� LH_F]KJLU�IJ[JdJMU�U� LH_DH� [OJSW�qE`F`UOMHL� k��'� 3�� ���l'�eJ�[JFGU\WGJ�dJSWLJd�IJ�
DEOJeULEDDV�JFdEDF]KJY�NKF[EDFHY�DE�SNONDEZ�XJGIELHY'�RJKONdE�H�DE�`UKJLWDF]KWZ�RNdGVZ���

��FHQDH������O�����SWFVQDN�LH_F]KJ�sNSOU�sEONTE�DE[EGJ�DE�jJIHGGV'�E���G^SJMJ�OJR`WGJ�
REMJDW� [OWKJOIJDDJY� J`JOJDW� U� `WSLH� [J`GWRU� O�� iNONS�� CDEFGHIJK� REMW`NGH� `GWR]KJ� ����
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