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Y. Konstantinova, A. Averianov
VENEZUELA PARTICIPATION IN LATIN AMERICAN INTEGRATION

Latin America began the development of integration process earlier than the other third 
world countries. During the development of integration processes have gone through 3 stages: 
the first stage in the 1960-1980; second-1980-1994; third-1994-2016. Each of these stages has 
had its feature specifics, their vectors of development of integration processes and their 
leaders. 

The basis of the development of integration processes in Latin America lies the 
commonality of culture, history, mentality, deep economic ties, features of the historical, 
political, and economic development, arising from the colonial past. 

Origins in the 60-ies.integration processes in Latin America have evolved smoothly and 
have many vectors, encountering along the way a number of difficulties and contradictions. To 
the beginning of the 21st century in the region have formed dozens of economic integration 
structures, the most important of which is Mercosur, UNASUR,  Andean Group, KARIKOM. 

Each of the countries in the region have their own approaches to the development of 
integration, as Brazil and Argentina to favor Latin American powerhouse of this process, 
seeking to extend MERCOSUR on the entire continent. At the same time Chile and , Andean 
Groups priority consider development of integration structures of the Asia-Pacific region. A 
special position in this regard  take Venezuela. 

Venezuela stood at sources of integration on the continent. Integration politics are made 
in two stages. The first 1998 second – after Hugo Chavez become the president, who 
formulated the guidelines for integration on the basis of the ideology of «bolivarizmu» and the 
implementation of the ambitions of Venezuela as regional leader. 

Under Hugo Chavez leadership Venezuela increased effort on participation in the 
existing and newly created on the continent integration structures. Venezuela became a 
member of MERCOSUR, UNASUR, ALBA, KARIKOM. 

Aspiring to regional leadership, Venezuela has become the initiator of  new integration 
structure also known as ALBA. This structure was created to enhance the impact on the 
continent which not based on economic but on the ideological basis. 

The participation of Venezuela in integration processes significantly affected the oil 
factor that became the main instrument for strengthening the country's influence on the 
continent. 

After the death of Chavez's Venezuela entered a period of deep economic, social and 
political crisis. That does not allow it today to development of integration processes, as it was 
before. Falls  the role of ALBA as a structure which was created to increase the influence of 
Venezuela on the continent.

Key words: Latin America, Venezuela, integration, MERCOSUR, UNASUR, ALBA, 
KARIKOM.


