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Man cobi oguH crapuit Tpu cuHH. Crapmoro ssanu Ilep,
cepeayabinoro — Ilosb, a HalimeHinomy, EcneHoBi, manm mpis-
BUCBKO JIeKeHb.

AJe Hizme mpaBAM AiTH, BCci TpOo€ cHHIB OyJsiM Jepavi, 3He-
Baskaau Oynb-siky pobory. MoBnsB, He JIMYUTHP MOBOJIHTH PYKM
TAKHM FAPHUM XJIONILAM.

Or sxkock mouys crapiimii 6par Ilep, Hi6u kKopons mIyKae
MAacTyXa JIo CBOIX 3aifliB.

IIpunana Ta yyrTKa XJomnueBi go ayimi.
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— Que came ans meHe pofora! Hisxoi »x T06i MOpokm:
azpKe 3aiii He KOPOBM YM KOHI, SKMX 1 HanyBaTH, i KynaTH,
it nornsgatu Tpeba. A uecrs-00 sixka! He B KasHa-xoro — y
caMoro KOpoJsa Ha cayxo6il

Ilouar 6aTbKO HOro BiAMOBIISATH

— He Bmaceur Tu, cuHy, Thx 3aiuis. Ile & 7061 He raB y
Hebi giumTH. OH TH Ha medi Bci 60KM NepesiexaB, & NACTYXOM
KOJIO 3aliI[iB — 3HaeuI, AK Tpeba KpyTHTHCH!

VMoBJISIB, YMOBJIAB, Ta Bce MapHo. Bo Bxke sk Ilep 1iocs
co6i HaayMas, To Hizalo He BiACTYNHTHCA. ¥Y3aB BiH TopOy Ha
nJiedi Ta # mimoB A0 KOPOJA HaANMAaTHCH.

Iuios Ta HuioB i Tak HaJeKo 3aiiHIoOB, 1O BXKe AAJi, JHOOHB,
i HeMae KyAH. Ak OauyuTh: NpHM Z0po3i @HeHsb, & Oixa Toro
nua crapeana 6aba. Tynuse Ta #H Tynunde, a Big NHA HIiAK
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e Bimilize. A TO BOHA HOCOM Y POSKOJIMHI 3ACTpAryia Ta ¥ He
BHPBETECH.

flx yroenis Take Ilep, BiA perory axx Ha TPaBy IOKOTHBCH.

— I yoro peroueni? — poscepjniacsa CTapa.— Kpaine pgo-
moMmir 6u MeHi. Bie cTO pPOKiB & OTYT CTOIO, picku B pori He
maia!

A ITep cMieThesi, He BTAMOBY€ETBCH |

— Hy # yyaacis, sapoay Takol He 6auus! Ta komm TH, 6a-
60, B3Ke CTO POKiB IIpocTosia, TO i Iile CTO NOTEepPIIHIII.

Orax HacMisiBes Ta M minioB cobi.

A3K NTPUXOZMTE i IO KOPOJIIBCBKOIO NnaJjamy.

— BepiTs MeHe MepIiii 1o KOPOJIA! — KPHYNTE.

Kopoass, sk i Hanexano, CHAIB Ha 30JIOTOMY TPOHiI B 30-
JIoTilt KOpoHi 1e ¥ y KopoJaiBChKiH MaHTii.

Ilepa BiH NpuHHAB TAK MIJOCTHBO, IO BOHH IIPO BCE AOMO-
siurcsi Bpas. Po6otu Ileposi Gineimr He GyJs0 HifiKoi, oTO JIHIIe
nacTu 3aiinmie. A xapui Ta rpoui 3a Ty JerKy cayxby Homy
NpU3HAYHJIM CIIPABAI kopoJsiBebki, HaocTaHKy K KOPOJb CKa-
38B: KOJI XOY OAHOrO 3aMilfg He A0JivYaThCa B KOPOJiBCLKOMY
tabyHi, To [lepa-nacryxa 4yexae JlOTa Kapa.

Ta Ilep He 3naxaBcs, a 3BeNiB NMojaTH cobi KOpOJIIBCBKY
Beyeplo Ta i 3axoAuBes 11 yMHHATH.

Vpasuui norsas Ilep saiiiiB Ha naiy.

§Iki 3 60 BoHm Oynm cayxuaui! Mo srusTka. CroxiiHi-
ciupko #mM cobi Jyrom, »KojleH He Bif6uBCcs ¥ Ha IMiBBYXA.
I tax — ax noxu Ilep gorsas yBechk TaGyH A0 Jjicy. O1yT BOHO
# nouanocs! Vei 3aiili ‘cumoHysH BpoO3Tiy, HeHauye 3a HHUMH
XOpPTH THAJHCS.

ITep y»xe cobi Horm NOBHKPY4YYyBaB, 3buparpoyu ix AOKyNH,
Ta 6a! 3aiis He TAK MPOCTO HA3/IOrHATH...

I{inicigbkuii gens racas llep mo ropax Ta IO AOJHHAX, &€
He 3mir ymifiMaTi i HallMeHIIOro 3aiYEeHATH. Tax i moBepHYB-
cs caM-OiMH 10 KOPOJIiBCLKOrO majany.

A 6ins manany BiKe YEKAB HA HbOIO KODOJIBCBKHI KarT.
CkapaB #oro, Ta i 110 BChOMY.

fAx Gaumre, KOpPOJIb AOTPMMAB CBOrO KOPOJIBCHKOTO CJIOBA.
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A wuesabapom cepenynbinuii 6par, Ilosnb, mouyaB 36upartucs
B Jopory. Tax 3akopTino jerkoro xjui6al
BizmosnaB-BiiMoBasB iforo 6aThbKO, asie #f Ieli CHH He NO-

CHyXaBCHA CTAPOro.
¥VaaB Topby Ha nueui Ta it raiifa B NacTYXH HO KOPOJs

HaliMaTHCH.

fx BomO TaM 6ys0, HeMa YOro HOBro KasaT, 60 MmO CKOI-
nocsa 3 IlepoMm, Te came critkano i Ioas.

Yraexisum crapy 6a6y, mo Hocom y mHi 3acTparsa, Ilons
He nomoMir iif, a, sk i iforo crapumit 6par, nopazus e mno-
TepniTH cTO POKIB.




V¥V KOpoJIiBCBKOMY 3K HaJalli HIBHACHBKO HalHABCA B Hac-
TYXH.

Jlpyroro pnHs BpaHIi BHUIHaB IAcTHCh TabyH ByXaHiB, a4
BBeuepi nmpuanbaB 20 nanany cam cobi...

Ilo Heposi, re i ITonesi. Ckapanu ioro Ta 3abynm i Amy-
MATH.

Ax och i Ecnen-Jlesxess BHpilimB iTH B 3aiiyadi IMACTYXH,

— Yy @ ripumit 3a Hux? Yu s safinis He Bnacy? — mpu-
moBasiB Bin.— Oro meHi poboral I'piiicas Ha cOHeYKYy, X049 —
cri, xou — Tayk sexu. Hi, Takoro aina nyparHcs rpix!

— OraMes, it cuHy! — cnuHsB #oro 6ateko.— He TBOS
TO cpaBa, He TBOA poboTa. 3a TAKHM 3BipOM, AK 3a€Ib, NTALI-
KO0 Tpeba JiTaTH, JIOJACBKI HOTH HA Té He IOASTHCH. A T X
XOAMI, MOB T& COHH& MyXa JIa3uTh, HOra 3a HOTYy nepevinusi-
erhesa. Oif, sarmHell TH, CHHOYKY, fK, mabyTh, 3arHHYJAH TBOI
crapuii 6paru! Jumaiica xpame 3i MHOIO, UM T06i BAoMa pobo-
T HeMae?

He nocnyxas Ecnen 6aTekoBux ciais. IlepekMHYB moxanuem
TOpOy uepes nieui Ta i 6yBaiiTe 3[0POBEHBKI!

Imor BiH, inoB, gasexko 3aiimioB. A mobauus Kpail Kopo-
' BeJIHKHH IIeHb.

EcneH i mipkye:

— Csay-HO #f Ha 1eil MeHBOK Ta IONOoiM TPOXH.

IMiaxoauTs Gamaxye: AuBo auBHee! Baba crapesHa HOCOM
y TOMY IIHi 3acTpdAria.

— Jlo6puznens, 6abycio, — dYeMHO mpusiTaBca EcmeH. — '
A yoro Iie BH Tak HH3eHbBKO Haxujmymcs? Yu He HOCHKa CBOr'O
06 neHbOK TOYHTE? '

— He Buraayii AypHuLb,— Bifxasye crapa.— Xotina cobi
Tpicox Hackinatu, o6iz 3BapMTH, T& SKOCh 1 3aCTPOMHJa HOCA
B 1[I0 POBKOJIMHY. Yake CTO POKiB TyT cTOI0, CTO POKiB He NuJa,
He ina, Ta HixTO HajAi MHOIO He 3rasHysca. Oue T nepuIni
JacKaBe CJIOBO ckaszaB. bauy, no0pHii TH XJoIlellb, 7O 4YH He
NOMOMOJKEll MeHi, CHHKy, HOCA 3 DOSKOJMHHM BHTATTH? A =
Bie TOOI Bigasuy.

Ham Ecner Ttopby 3 Iuleyei, 3HaWNIOB MIiIHOTO KJIMHA,
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3argaB HOro B PO3KOJHHY — BH3BOJIMJIA CTapa HapellTi CBOro
HocCA.

— A 4u He yac HaM, 6abycio, nomoictu? —kaxke Ecrmen.—
Cigaiite, Oyap J1ackKka, NOCHITAEMO YIBOX.

Burar 3 Topbu xnib Ta cajo, mogae crapiii.

Ilfo i xasaTH, 3a CTO POKiB MOXHa BTOJIOOHITH Taku mobpe.
He poresiocss crapy nosro npunpoiurysatu. IligxuBunaca BoHa
Ta #H KaMe:

— Bussonus TH MeHe 3 6igm, XJommuye, MOMKaJiB CTapy Jio-
nuny, Harogysas. Tox 1 s Tebe e Bif ripnioi 6izu nmopsTyio.
Ock BizbMu Mo Aymodky. He mpocTa BOHa, yapiBHa. 3axXoderl,
mo6 Big Tebe yci BpOSTIUY KHHYJAMCH, — IMYXHH B AYVAOYKY




3 ogHOro 6oOKy, cxoveur, o6 Hasaj nosbiranucs,— 3 LPyroro
avmyxuu. Ta it pme mie He Bece: Ifiel AYAOUYKH TH HIKOJHM HE
prpaTum, Yp mpofjacu, uy 3aryGuIl, yu BUMaHHTBL ii B Tebe
TUXul 4YoJioBik,— Oaigy:xe! BoHa Bce OJHO IIOBEpHETHCHA [0
Tebe.

3paznis Ecnen.

— Oue BciM nozapyHraMm momapyHok! HpacHeHBKO IHKYO
paM, 6abycro!

Tlonpoiagcsa XJOmenhb i3 CTapol0 Ta U IMilIOB CBOEK [OPO-
rolo. A AVIOYKY CXOBAB 3a NasdyxXy: 4yapiBHa TO BOHa uyapiBHa,
a Bce X mesHinre Oyjne, IK CXOBaTH.

Tak i n0 KopoJiBCBKOro najaiy AiiiroB. A TaM yxe Ha
HBEOTO 4YeKalTh. Koposb He Juitle Bifpasy HavHAar Ecnena 3a
macTyxa [0 saiiliB 8a mieIpy BHHATrOPOAY, a HaBiTh moobinsAs
BinaTH 3a HBOIO CBOK JOHBKY-KOpPOJiBHY, abu Tinmeku nobpe
3auIfiB mac.

— Konm x He BGepekem: TabyHa, Hapikaii Tozi, xJomye,
Ha cebe: He MuHen JIOTOI Kapu!

— flk Tak, TO U Tak,— moroauBcs Ecmen.— A Tenep He
3aBaZuio 0 MeHi nmoseuepsaTH, 60 B JOPO3i OXNAB.

Ilpunecnu oMy KOPOJIBCBKY BeYepio, BiH HaiBCHA-HalUBCH
Ta i Jir cobi cnaTu.

A BpocsiTa norHap s3aunis nactu. Ha 6pami cTa Ta i1 Kame
KOPOJIIBCEKHUM CAyraMm:

— Hy-60, nepeniuite cBoix ByxaHiB, mo6 nmoTtiM He BHra-
OyBany 3aliBOrO.

A cnyru fiomy:

— Bouu B Hac gaBHO JiiueHi-mepeniueHi. [ler'sHocTO ne-
B ATHL 3alLiB, AK OIMH.

— Hy, nmes’ssHOCTO HeR’AThH, TO Hexail i JeB'SHOCTO Je-
B'ATH,— Kaxe Ecmen. _

Ta # morHap KopoXiBcbKHE TaOyH Ha mamry.

JlegBe zaumHMIacA 3a HEMH OpaMa, AK HaKasaB KOPOJb
NOKJIMKATH KaTa: 3HaB-00, o HIKOMY B CRIiTI He BCTeperTu
Mioro saimiBs, 6alinyxke, crimekm ix Oyje — NeB'THOCTO OeRB ATH
4y BCI CTO.
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A Ecnen He »xypuBCH i cmoxiiiHiciHBEKO cobi mac ByxaHiB.
Jiyrom imnu sadinl cyMmupHimn @ cayxHsaHini 3a oBe4YOK. Tax
i TpuMasuce TabyHmeMm, Jokynu tyauanca. OTox, He mnocri-
mawun, aiidunos iz vuMu Ecnen po yarnices. OTyT BOHH oMy
it mokasasu, AKi B sainis Horu! Bpaa yci po3birmnce XTo KyIH.

I'apaere, EcieH saxypuBcsa?

— E, racafite cobi Ha 3ZOpOB’AYKO,— CKasaB 6e3:KypHO.—
BiskiTs, Kynu Balli xoci oui quBnATHCH.

Ille ii cBoXO AYAOUYKY B3AB Ta W HOCBHCTIB IM HaB3ZOriH,
1100 He CITUHAJNKCH Ta Nepel OYMMa He BEPTiJuCh.

A caM mir Ha TpaBi Ta il mpocmas [0 BedOpa.

t
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ITIpokHHyBCS, AMBUTHECH — 3BEYOPiJNIO, COHIE 3a I'OPH CXO-

BAJIOCH. _

Bzsae Toni Ecnen cBolo AYAOYKY i ofHiCiHBKHN pas aMyX-
HyB vy Hei. Bpas yci saiini mos6iranuce Ha raiassuHy. Ta He
npocTo mosbiramuck, a e ¥ BUIIMKYBAJIUCh pAAAMH, MOB COJI-
JaTy Ha mapai.

— Monopgui, Byxani! Awy — Kpokom pyur! — ryksye im
EcrieH Ta ii MOBiB yCiX 10 KOPOJiBCLKOTO mMaJaiy.

A Tam ye KOpPOJb i3 KOpPOJEBOIO Ta Ie H 3 JOHBKOX KO-
POJIIBCHKOI0 MOBHXOAMIN 3 CBOIX IOKOIB — MOAHUBUTHCH, AK-TO
kaT ckapae Ecmena. Asx supk: Ecnmen ize cobi mnaxoM, xod
6u Tobi orsgHYBCS, a 3a HuUM TabyH 3aiiyauyuii YHMYHKYE!

Vei tak i samiminu 3 gupa. Ille 6 mak! 3aiini BucTynaau

14




B HOT'Y, MOB MyIlITpoBaHi conmaTH, a Ecrien nonepeny Burpasas
I8 HUX Ha AYyAo4Ill Becenuil mMapil.

ITepen Gpamoio majanmy synunHuBca EcneH, KoMaHAy monas:

— Paa! [Iea! Criii!

I Byxani, OpUTYNHYBIIN JANKAMU, COMHHJINCE SAK YKOIAaHI.

Hi, uysoro B3Xe Kopoas He Mir creprmiTu! Kunysca niuutu
zaiiie, 3a0yBIIH, 1[0 KOPOJIO BOHO Hibu i He nauyuTk. Jliune-
miyus, i Tak i cak,— i cmepeny Hazajn, i 33anxy Hamepep, i
crpaBa HaJiBO, i 3JiBa Hanpaso — sailiB yce 6yio Jer aHOCTO
meB’aTe — i1 kBuT!

HariTe KOposeBa, a 3a HEIO W KOpPOJiBHA 3aXONUIUCH 3ali-
wiB JiYyMTH, Ta BCe MApHO: Iepes HUMH 6yJI0 PiBHO J€B’STHOCTO
IeB’ATH BYXaHiB.

— Illo x, mactyx iz TebGe HemoraHwii,— MPOMHMPHB KO-
pons, ogsepuyBcs Big Ecmena Ta it mofaBcs go manamy. I Tpe-
6a cxasaTu, mo Oyyo oMy ayie He 3 MegoM!

3aTte Ha EcmeHa nacKaBo IMOIJISHYJIa KOPOJiBHA:

— Ta i1 6paBuii 3Ke XJonelb,— Kae HUIIKOM.

I Bapyre noruas Ecnen yjoceira 3aituaumii TabyH no nicy.
Tam noposraHas 3aiiiB, abu He 3aBaXkaju ifoMy cnaTu, Ta U
Jir cobi Ha TpaBuUIIi.

Coneuro nackase rpimo. Crurnmux cysHuinps ©Oyno Bcerogu
cTiMLKH, 1[0 a’X 3eMas 3uepBoHinma. EcneH, nexauu, HaiBcH
cobi mocxouy. A Topba B HBOI'O Oysa MHOBHICIHBKa MNeYeHOoro,
BapeHoro i cmaykeHoro. B KHuieHi 3K Jexana 4yapiBHa AyHod-
Ka. Yoro e daxxatu?

A Ecnen mivoro xpauioro cobi it He 6aykas.

3are KOpoJb Bix TYPOOTH-IPHM30TH CIOKOI He Mmas. Hapith
cHifaTH He CcHizaB, 60 Bce rajgas cofi: sSK e omeill HOBUH
nacTyx nosbupas gorynu ycix ByxaHis?

l'anas-ramgas, Ta He 3orajlaBcH...

Bupimue Bin nizicnatu mo Ecnena ¢péiinminy,— IpuaBOpHY
JaMy,— Hexal BOHA BHIINTAE NACTYXOBY TaEMHMILIO.

Dpeitnina amx obpasunacsa, NMOYyBHIM Takuii Haka3s. [le x
TaKke BHAaHO, 100 meprra ¢peiiniHa KOPONIBCBKOrO ABOPY XO-
IunIa 00 sSKoroch tTaMm 3abpopul
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Ta xoposi He N0OGIATH HENMOKOPH, i JoBenock GpeiuriHi
CKOPUTUCH.

Mor TO MeTelHK, 3amypxajia BHCOKOpPoAHa GpeiniHa 3
KYNUMHHM Ha KyIOUHY, IOKM JocTpmbana o yaiccs, fe JIeKaB
EcrreH.

PoaMoOBY IOBeNna, K y NaHIB BeJETHCH, XHUTPO-MYyIpO:

— Hobpupness, Ecrnene!

— Jlenus pobpuit, Gpeitaino!

— Hxwuii rapuuii JeHs choronHi, Ecriene!

— Ta uenorauuii, @peiinino!

— Tu uyen, ax mebeuyTs nramky, Eciene?

— Yyio, HiBpORY, (hpeiiniHo}

Tyt dpeiinina samMoBKaa, 60 He 3Haka, nMpo mwpE 6 ioro e
CIIMTATH.

Hy, dpeitnina mopuuts, i Ecien MOBYHTE.

A ock HagyMmasacsa dpeiinina:

— Ilikaso, a o T# TyT pobunr, Ecnene?

— Xiba ue bauuTe? 3aiinir nacy.

— Baiinis? — sacMmisnacs @peinina.— A ge X BOHM, TBOI
zaiini? f xoxHoro He 6auy. Posbirnucsa, mabyTs?

— To it mo? Benuxuit xkiaomit! Konu Tpeda 6ypme, Bci mo-
a3b6irarotncsa,— Bigxasye Ecnen.

— Ta pge Ttam! — a cxpuKHyna ¢peinina.— Xiba BOHH
rebe mocayxaroThCa?

— Hexaii i He MeHe, a Moo ayHaouky. Ochk HorJIAHBTE caMi.

Ta 8K IMYXHYB y AYIOOYKY — MHUTTIO BCi ByxaHi 0 HBOTO
nosbiramucs.

Ilotrim zMyxHyR iz gpyroro Ooxy — Bpas ycix asaiiiie MORB
piTpoM 3ameno — posbiraucs.

dpeiinina a)x y N0JIOHI 3amjecKana:

— Ax! flxka gynosa nynouka! Ilponait ii meni, Ecnene, 3a
TaKy AYPHHYKY # 3aIruiauy Tobl a3 cTo Tajafapis.

— Ba Taky AyAOYKy — uM He 3amayio? — Kae EcmeH.

— §Ix To — samano? Ta me TBOs coBicrs? Yu TH Gayus
Konu cTo Tanspie, xoua 6 yBi cHi? — rykHysna 3 obpaau

dpeiimina. ’

1 oponckan INBC
Fo 3auoposny

17




— BpexaTu He 6yay, 6inpir opgHoro TajHpa s HIKOJIH He
6aumuB, HaBiThk yBi cHi. Ta B:Xe rapasp, nexaii Oyge no-sauiomy.
Tinpku Ha gozauy 3HIMiTE 3 MeHe e i ywoboru. Meni camomy
He X0YeThCH — IyKe COHIle Iede.

DpeitmiHa ax 3acuyala 3 THIBY:

— Ax TH ¥ HeoTeco, gk Tu cmiem! IIlo6 s, malinepiua
(¢peitnina KOPOJIBCHKOTO ABOPY, PO33yBalla AKOrOCh TAM Ilac-
ryxa! Haxa6a!

— He xouere, TO i1 He Tpeba, Baa Bona,—kaxke Ecrnen.—
Are nynouxu Moel BaM He GaunTH.

3 mocapu ¢peiinina MaJio He samiakasga. Ta Hisamo B cBiTi
He OyIe BOHA, BeIbMOXKHA IaHi, Mepila ¢peiJiHa KOPOJiBCh-
KOr'o JBOPY, PO33yBATH IHOI'0 MYy»KHKa!

Agne x sk vioro 6es3 OyLO4KHM BepTaTHch A0 najaiy?..

Osupuynaca ¢peiinina Ha Bci OOKH: #AK XTochb mobayuTh
TaKe, TO yBeCh KOPOJIBCHKMiI ABip riaysyBaTHMe 3 Hei. Aue
HiZle HIKOIro He BUAHO. 3Barkujacsa Gpeiaina :

— JlaBaii y>ke cOAH Toii 4060THCHKO!

A cama @t oui sammoumna, noO He OayuTH TaKoi CBOEl
ragpbu. IlocTsiranma 3 Ecmena uyoboru — i 3 mBoi HorH, i 3
npaBoi. Bigcananace, Biggana oMy cTO TanApiB, cxXomuiaa Ay-
JOYKy Ta W MaiiHyJia HasajJ — paja-pajiciHbkKa, 10 Tak I06-
payYe BIIOPAaCh. ;

Ta He Tak ckJanoch, sK raganoca. Konu c¢peitnina npu-
fpirna mo manauy, AyAodYxka AeCh 3HHKJA.

Bona magHa ©Oyna rosopy Ha Bijciu patd, 10 He MorJa
garybuTn. Ta X0y mo Kasana, X04 SK AOBOLMUJIA, a IAYZO0YKH
TaKU He Oyio.

Ta i1 He auBo. 3Bigxm Maja sHaTu ¢peitnina, wo Ta ay-
JoYKa HalyapiBHillla 3a Bci yapiBHI AyAOYKH y CBiTi, 1 IO
xasfaig i HikonH He BTpaTHUTH, X04u Komy O BiH Ii Bigmas uu
nponaB?

I copaBpi: TinbKkM-HO nofirna peiinisa, Ecnen He BCTHr
ute i apiui 3 Goky Ha OiK MEepeKUHYTHCH, a AYIO0YKA BIKE 3HORB
MyJasasia HoMy B KHUIIIEHI.

VBeuepi BiH 3HOBY CKJIHKAB 3aMliiB, ITIIIIOB 0 KOPOJIiBCHKOI'O
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nmanainy, a 3a HHM yBech TabyH — Jama [0 Jjand, BYXO 70
ByXa.

HacTynHOro zHA KOPOJb i3 KOPOJEBOI) MOCHANU IO Ecnena
cBOIO mOHBKy-Kopormismy. Bo koposesa rapnana: «Bike XTo-XxTO,
4 BOHA 3yMi€ BUAYPHTHU y NMacTyXxa AYIOOUYKY».

KoponiBHa He KuJaja cjaiB Ha BiTep, a Bizpasy it zaniebe-
Taja A0 NACTyXa IoJIoCOM HiMHOI NTAIIKH:

— Tu  Taxuii xopoluuii Ta nobpuii xnonens, Ecnene, To
HeBKe BigMoBMII MeHi, Koau s B Tebe IOCH AyIKe-yKe IO
npory? Illocr Tam mos GpeiiniHa Kasanma, 1O TH Maenl wa-
piBHy Aynouxy. SIk 1e mpasia, TO mpoaail Ii MeHi. A To6i mpam
2a Hei gBicTi Tanapis!
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— E, 3a mi0o gynouky s 6 i THcAui TanApiB He B3HAB,—
Binkasas Ecnen.— Ta sk BigMoBuTM Takiil uperapwiii xopo-
nieHi? DBepires i1 3a amicTi, ane Ha Aogauy mle HabuiiTe MOIO
JIIOJIBKY TIOTIOHOM Ta PO3KYPITh ii rapHeHsKo.

3aTynaja KOpoJiiBHa HiKKaMy, 3aKpuyana:

— Tu mo, 8 raysay 8'ixaB? Ock nmockapxychk 6GaTeukogi,
BIH CHOrofiHiI X Hakxae 3HATH ToOi rosoey! Tu 1o, 3a6yB, XTO
TH TAKWM, & XTO AT

— Yomy 3abys? H — macTyx, BM — KoposiBHa. — Ecnen
HaBiTh MOBiXHYB, X04 Ie 6yJi0o HeBBiUuMMBO.— Ane Takol Aymoy-
KU Yy BaC HEMAae.

«I cnpapni Hemaes,— srapgana xopoaisua. Ilom snacs, no-
M’ fijlacsa Ta it KamKe:







JlaBaii y3Ke CIOIM CBOIO JIONBKY!

Ox i Hayxanack Ta HaKamasiaca KOPOJIiBHa, IOKH PO3KY-
puynia EcneHoBy aronsky! CnisebMu BMHBANacs, He MeHUIe fK
IBAANATL cim pasie uxHyna. I To me pobpe: ajzKe BciM BiZo-
MO, L0 KOPOJIBHM JIIOJILOK He KypATb, a BOHa XK Oyna Hail-
crpaBiKHiciHBKa KopoJiiBHa!

Konu 3 n0abKU HapPeUITi-TAKKM NMOBUBCSA CU3MH AUMOK,' Bij-
nana kKoporniBHa EcmeHoBi ABicTI Tanfpis, cxonula AyJAOYKY
Ta H nojajach YUMAVEK HJOAOMY.

Y KOpoJIiBHHM a’X pyKa 3aTepmja, Tak MIiIHO BOHa CTHCKA-
Ja B Kynani Ty ayaouky. I mo x? OgHaKoBO AyAOYKa BHHKJIA,
MOB KPi3h IaJbI[l TPOCIUBHYNA.

Toni Bxke no Ecmena supimnmuiaa miTH cama Ropo.nena.

A, mo6 Bu 3Hanm, OyJa KOopoJeBa CKyIeHbKa — rpouui 3a
noyopy He Mana. Tenep Xe BOHa Bigpa3y, HE TOPryl4HCh,
noobinsna EcmeHoBi 3a aynouky tpucra ransapiB. Ta mactyx
ime He BpoBosibHHUBCA, MoMy, GauTte, sabaxxainocsi, mob Kopose-
BA MOYHCTHJIA HOTO CTApHil KanTaHelb.

II1o6 a T06i cnyryBana? A He pispaenn! — posrHiBanachk
KOpoJIeBa.

Agne mx aynoukal Hx ke ii 3mo6yTtu? JloBenmoch-TaKM moro-
mutrcs. 1o s mMana poburu?

KanTaneus EcmeHiB Koposepa NOYMCTHJIA TaK IIOraHo, IO
¥ KyAu TaM; Ta I[0 BAIEUI: cKasaHo, KopoJsesa! '

3106yBIIN KaAaHy AYAOYKY, 3arOpHyJjia BOHa 1i B IIOBKO-
BY XYCTHHKY lile U MinHeHbKO 3aB’'sizana. A Toal cxosana B
PyKaB CBO€l MHUTHOI KOPOJIIBCBKOI CYKHI.

TinbKu Bce Te OyjI0 MapHO: B Iajalli KopoJjesa Hobauumna
caMmy 3ap’sizagy ii nepeB'ssaHy XYCTHHKY, 3BicHO, 6e3 AyNOYKH.

Ox i posrHiBaBcA X TOHAL KOPOJb!

— Ile Bxke rasua-mo! N'aapba! B mMoemy KopoaieeTei cami
HepbGanbui Ta Heporenu! Bauy, zoBeerscsa camMomy A0 Aijia
6parucs, 60 3 Bac HiXTO He 3A00yZe Tiel AypHOI ,nymm'

I pyroro aHsA BpaHIi KOPOJib MOJABCH IO Jicy.

JlackaBo KuBHyBLIM EcmeHoBi, BiH, He MaHiXKauyWCh, CiB
nmopyd iz nmacryxom Ha Tpapi. [laB oMy 3akypuTu 3i cBOE&l
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KOPOJIiBCHKOI JIIOJIBKK 3 BAMAIlHHMM KOPOJIBCHBKMUM THOTIOHIEM.
Posmosa ixuH#a 6ysia Taka IMpa Ta npocra, HiOH i He 6yB ogMH
i3 HUX KOpOJIb, & JAPYrHH MacTyx.

Orak mobeubKo cofi nobanrakany, a TOAl KOPOJL i NMUTAE:

— EcneHe, gpye, 1Ioch f 4yBaB, HiOM TH Ma€ll AKYCh
TAM AYIOOUYKY?

1 xoposnb, HiOM 3HiIYER'dA, I'yCTO 3aJAMMIB CBOEIO JIOJLKOIO.

— Ta € B MeHe AyAoYKa,— i cobi Hexmbano ckasaB Ec-
neH.— He 30J0Ta BOHA, NMPOCTEHBKA, 8 B JKOJHOI'0O KOpPOJHA Ta-
KO1 HeMae.

1 BiH moKa3aB KOpPOJIO CBOK AyaouKy. BoHa i cmpasai
OyJia B0BCIM HEIOKAa3HA.

HoBro po3gUBISBCH KOPOJib AYOOYKY: YH TO ¥ clIpaBzai







BoHa uyapiBHa? J]IMyxXHYB B OAMH KiHeIb — IJNIAHYB: yci saiimi
BiKe TyT, K crii! JIMyxHYB 3 Apyroro OOKy — Bci ByxXaHi cu-
IIOHY 1 BPO3Tiy.

— Jobpa ayaka, HiYoro He CKas)Kell, — IIOXBalWB KO-
pons.— Taky myary paemnieBo He Biggzarors. H pam T106i 3a Hel
THCAYY TaJAPiB,— & K 60 KOPOAs 1 nirady mo-KoposiBecbKomy!

— Tucaua ranapiB—To Taku rpoiui. AJse an1a Moel aypoy-
KM Ie HeBenuka IiHa. Xifa 1o mMu 3pobumo oTak: 6Gauure,
reH Ha Jy3i nacerbcs 6isa KoHsKA?

— IIle 6 ue Gauutu! To  Mosa BIacHa KoHgkKa. MoKy
BiznaTu ii To61 Ha Homavyy 10 rpoiileii.

— He MaB 51 goci KOHAKHU, TO il 1A HEXall JIMIIAETHCH BaM.
A mMu BpapuMo 1o pyKax, KoJiM, OKpiM Tucaul Tanspis mans
MeHe, BHU 1€ NOI[iJyeTe CBOI0 KOHAYMHY.

Kopoas ykpaii posry6uBcs.

— Tu BKe Kpalle BUragai Noce iHIle, XJOMYe.

— Hidvoro s iHmoOro He xouy. A BuM guBiTBCH cami,— JTiHu-
BO MOTATHYyBCs EcneH, nagHWiIT JATTH HA TpaBy W 3acCHYTMH.

— To xou pgosBone moniNyBaTH ii Yepes HIOBKOBY XyC-
THUHKY.

Ecnen saMucnugcs.

— A BOHa KOpOJIiBCBKa, Ta XyCTHHKA?

— A 1o ® sra? Ap¥e BOHA Mo#s, a A — KOPOJbL, THM-TO
H XyCTHHKa MOS KOPOJIBCHKA.

— E, ne nHame He mponagano! Ilinyiite Bske yepes XycTHH-
Ky,— rnoroguscs Ecnen,

A Tenep ysBiTHL c0fi, SK KOpoJb Tpuui MOUiNyBaR KoOHH-
Ky,— Xo4Ya H yepes XYCTHUHKY, NIpPOTE B caMiciHbKuii Hic!

Cnutronys KopoJib, Bifyiuus Tucauy TanapiB EcreHoBi, cxo-
BAB AYHAOYKY B raMaHellb, 3allXaB raMaHIA y KHIUEHIO e i
KHUIIIeHI0 Ha TyA3uKa 3acrebfHyB. Ha KoposiBcpKoro ryasuka,
60 K y KOPOJB i ryA3UKHN MalOTh 6YTH KOPOJIiBCHKi!

Konu  nmoBepHyBCsI ZOAOMY, T'YKHYB KOPOJhL CBOIO KOPO-
JIeBy, INOHBKY-KOPOJIiBHY i d@peininy. Po3cTteOHyr Kuieno,
BUTAT raMaHenb, po3kpuB... IIlo 3a zguBo? Hemae nymoukm i
cnigy! ‘
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Ere, 1o 3aHaATO, TO 3aHaATO!

PoanroToBaHHE KOpodk Bupimus He npoujatd EcnmeHosi Ta-
KO1 HApyTH, a BiApasy K cKapaTH HOro Ha cMepThb.

I koposeBa morojmjiacs 3 CBOIM 4YOJIOBIKOM, a I1Ie, cami
posyMmieTe, He Tak y¥e H yacTo OyBae.

Orox yBeuepi, komu EcrmeH npuBi go mamany TabyH By-
XaHiB, KODOJbh OrOJIOCHMB TIPO CBiii BHPOK: CBOrOAHI IacTyxa
CKapaloTh Ha CMEPTL.

— Jle & Bama npasna? — sxuByBaBca Ecnen.— H Buna-
caB BallIMX 3aMIiB, KOAHOrQ He 3ryOHMB, TO YHM K€ 3ACJHYIKHB

f TaKy TsKKy Kapy? Bu x obinanu BigpaTu 3a MeHe CBOIO
fouKy!
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— Ocb He MeNH AYPHMIlL,— HACYIMBCA KOopoib.—iK CcKa-
3aB 1, 10 Tebe CKapaoTh Ha CMEPTh, TO TAK BOHO it Gyne. Moe
cyioBO TBepael

Ta rnAHYB HA XJONIA i TPOXM 3JACKABMBCH.

— Cnyxaii, napy6buye, 3yMiii HANJIECTH IOBHY MAiXKKy 6Opex-
Hi, Tax 106 Yepes Bepx noJaisna,— Toxi # Tebe MOMHIYIO.

— Korits crogu Bamy niskKy,— spazis Ecnen.— Hema Hi-
4oro Ipocriiuoro, AKk OpexaTu.

Cras EcneH Hapa niKKOH Ta i HY po3noBizaTu Bece, LU0 3
HUM cTajocs. I sk ninrop HaiiMaTucs, i K crniTkas 6aby, 1o
B IHI HOCOM 3aCTPfArda T4 B HAropoay B8a BBLILHEHHS NOAAPY-
BaJia HOMYy YapiBHY AYAOYKY...
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¥Yei perotanu, cayxaoum Taki HeOuIUIIi.

— Ta cayxaiite x pani,— pis cBoei Ecmen.— IMpwmitmmna
A0 MeHe Ilepiia KOpoJiBChbKa (peiinina ¥ moyana BuUKaHIOWy-
BaTH Aynouky. Iii Tak koprimo ii MAaTH, 1[0 BOHA 3aJII00KU mOo-
CIyryBaJla MeHi: CTArMa 3 MeHe 4o00TH, Cnepury 3 JiBoi Ho-
CH, a MOTiM 3 nmpasoi.

— DBpexua! — sasepemana dpeiutina.,

— Bpexusal — sarykas VBeCh KOPOJIIBCHKMI ABip.

— A-a, 3abys: BoHa crarsa 4obiT cmepmry 3 mpaBoi Horwu,
a noTiM 3 JiBol.

— bBpexusal BiH yce-Bce Buragye!—ak saxsuuanack G peii-
TiHA.

— A mo s maw pobutH, MeHi 3 Tpeba oo pixkry Gpex-
Helo HanmxaTH, — KaXe EcnmeH. — OTo i ZO0BOZMTHCA IJIeCTH
KasHa-1mo... A zaini me ¥ He Take auBo cranocs! Ha Apyrui
fieHs npubirsa zo mewe KopoxieHa. Tex xorina maTH Moo Ay-
nouky. Tomy i Habuiaa MO0 JMIOABKY TIOTIOHOM i 3alaJsiuia ii...

— Oruzgna Gpexusa! Ax T mocMmiB? — CKpHKHYJIA KOpO-
JiBHA H MaJo He 30MJILIAa.

— A 3Bicuo, 6pexnsa,— norogusca Ecmen.— [liskky npas-
roo He nanxaeunl. Cayxaiite sx pani. IloBipre, cama KopoJiepa
IO MeHe npuHnIa!

KoposeBa nmepessikaHo o3MpHyJacs i cKasaa:

— MemHi 3gaeThC, 1[0 AiXKKA BiKe OBHA,

— lloBHa, Ta He 3 BepxoM,— BiApizaB KOpOJb.— Tpeba
me nobpexaTH.

— JHobpexaTu, To # po6pexaTH,— mocMmixuyecs EcmeH. —
To npuiimia, Kaxy, 4o MeHe KOpOJeBa. HoBro Boma TOpryea-
nacs, Hibu mepekynka Ha APMapKy, Ta BCe X JO0BeJOCH Ii Be-
JIMYHOCT] BHUKJACTH TPHMCTA TAJHAPIB, Ie # MOYMCTHTHM Mil cTa-
pHii KanTaHelb.

¥YBechr KOpOJIBCHEKUIH ABip Tak i saHimiB, a wam Ecnen, i
OKOM He 3MHUIHYBIIH, BECEJIO I'YKHYB

— Any-60 nowiAHbTe, Y4 MOBHA BiKe NiMKKa?

— IloBHa-noBHIiCIHBKA,— BHXONMUBCH KOPOJB, aje KOpOJIe-

. Ba pilllydye cKasaJja:
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— Xoy i moBHa, Ta uie He 3 Bepxom!

EcneH XUTpPO NMOIrJISHYB HA KOPOJIBCBKY CiMellKY.

— IIlo 6 Bam Take e BUrazaTu? Ara, och mo! Ocranuiit
NpUIHIIOB g;;o MeHe KopoJik. A Ha Jy3i caMe maciacss ioro 6ina
KOHAKA...

TyT KOpOJB 8 Ha HOI'M CXOIMBCH,

— JHocurs, gocurs! Xiba He OGaumim, o TBoA OpexHsA BiKe
yepes BepX AiXKKMU nmepenisna?

Ere, He zgomomoryim Kopoaio iioro xurpomii! JloBesocs Big-
OaBaTd KOPOJiBHY 3a macryxa-npubnyzay, Ta e il y npuzaHe
BigainuTu miBkoposiBcTBa. Hexail yie 3ATBOK TAM KHBE, SK
cobi cxoue, TinBKHM 106 Ha KOpOdiBCHKiil mosMoBHHI # HoOru
Hioro He OyJo!










