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Antoniuk Ya., Zek B.  
THE LAST BOIVKY OF THE OUN (MELNYKIVTSI): VOLYN. 1945 – 

1950 YEARS 

The processed materials show that the armed struggle of the OUN(M) underground 
against the Soviet authorities continued in Western Ukraine in the postwar period. It 
was discovered that it lasted until March 1950. The territories of Lutsk district of 
Volyn region were the only territories where the activities of Melnykivtsi sabotage 
and terrorist groups (boivky) in the postwar period were documented. Despite the 
significant organizational role of the emissaries of the Ukrainian Nationalist Leadership 



from Munich, these boivkas were created and replenished exclusively by the locals 
aged from 16 to 29 years old. The armament was mainly Soviet-made: pistols, rifles, 
PPSh submachine guns and RPD handguns, as well as grenades. The ambush, as well 
as  acts  of  individual  terror  were  the  basis  of  combat  tactics.  They  were  aimed  at  
individual representatives of the Soviet authorities, heads of collective farms and security 
forces. The opposition to the enemy's agents among the Melnyk entourage and within 
the underground network was an important part of the struggle. Those counterintelligence 
actions were determined by the specifics of anti-underground MDB-MVS tactics, based 
on intelligence work at that period of time. Despite the fact that the rivalry between 
Melnyk and Bandera continued, both sides tried to avoid armed confrontation. In general, 
their tasks for working methods in this period in Volyn were identical. In particular, 
sabotage and terrorist operations were aimed at disrupting Sovietization and proving 
the armed presence of the underground network in the region. Intelligence was collected 
primarily to prepare for the future war between the USSR and the Anglo-American 
bloc. The Melnykivtsi and Banderivtsi were allies of the latter and hoped to gain 
statehood for Ukraine with their help. The small number of members and isolation 
were the peculiarity of the OUN (m) boivkas. The courier communication with the 
leadership of the Ukrainian Nationalists' Association in Munich was unsystematic.  
It significantly influenced only the process of formation of those Melnyk sabotage and 
terrorist units. For those reasons, after 1948, Melnyk boivkas minimized their activity, 
and their main task was to avoid the complete destruction by the operational groups of 
the MDB-MVS. On the other hand, the Bandera underground in Western Ukraine 
remained highly combat-ready for the next several years. 

Keywords: OUN(M), Volyn region, melnykivtsi, boivka, MDB, MVS, sabotages, 
terrorist attacks, couriers. 


