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The relevance of the study is due to the need to study the methods of hybrid warfare used by 
the Russian aggressor against Ukraine. In the spring of 2014, illegal anti-Ukrainian protest actions 
were organized by Russian special services in the border regions of Donbas, which were support-
ed by local collaborators. Forced seizure of administrative buildings of local authorities continued. 
Pro-Russian groups of the Ukrainian local population prevented the anti-terrorist operation in every 
possible way, in particular, they blocked units of the Armed Forces and obstructed the work of law 
enforcement agencies. In the captured territories, local collaborators managed, with the assistance 
of Russian curators, to hold an illegal so-called “referendum” on secession from Ukraine, which was 
a political method of legalizing actions aimed at destroying Ukrainian statehood in certain areas of 
Donbas. All of the above took place in conditions of complete loss of control over the socio-political 
situation in the border areas on the part of local authorities, law enforcement agencies, and the com-
plication of the involvement of Ukrainian military formations in the actions. Ukrainian historical expe-

-

the sphere of ensuring the appropriate level of border security on the common section of the state 
border. Despite Ukraine’s efforts to stabilize the situation politically, the Russian Federation did not 
take appropriate measures and continued to act as a destabilizing factor in the border regions of the 
Ukrainian Donbas.

Keywords: history of the war in Donbas, Russian-Ukrainian war, socio-political situation, armed 
aggression, hybrid war, border regions.
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