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HIGHER ADMINISTRATION of CHERSON-KORSUN
IN SFRAGISTIC SOURCES

The aim of the article is to present the basic types of seals of medieval
Cherson leaders — archons and strategoses from Cherson Archive. In addition,
to correct errors/mistakes made in publication before and to introduce new
bulls, unknown till present moment. Historiography of this question islimited.

Sigillography research of medieva Cherson were carried out not one
century, however the Archive copies were investigated by the negligible
guantity of researchers. The worthiest contribution in development of research
and publication the seals of Chersons Archive was made by Nikolay
Oleksienko, who has been researching/studying this material over 20 year'.
Lately Yuriy Samoylenko® and Oleksandr Alf orov® are researching this
material. Findings are made on the basis of medieval Cherson archive mate-
rials, which are kept in O. Sheremetiev’s private collection (Kiev). The ancient
Greek colony of Cherson, which counted not one thousand years of its
existence on the Black Sea coast of Crimea, since times attracted attention of
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C. 455-500; Anexceenxo H.A. XepcoHckas ponoBasi 3HaTh X—XI BB. B mamsiTHUKax cparmuc-
ik /| MAUDT. — Bemn. 7. — 2000. — C. 256-266; Anexceenxo H. HoBble HAXOOKHA BU3aH-
THICKHX meyarei B XepcoHe (M3 coCTaBa apXHBHOTO KOMILIEKCa MouBIoBYI0B) // Cto rogun
ot pokaennero Ha a-p Bacun Xapananos (1907—2007): I06uneen coopuuk. — [lymen, 2008. —
C. 195-205; Anekceenxo H.A. HoBble Haxo/Ky BU3aHTHICKHUX Teyateil Ha Teppuropun Kpsiva //
AJICB — Bgim. 40, 2011. — C. 121-135 Ta inrmi.
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TepucTHKa XepcoHckoro apxuBa medateil // Cdparictrunuii mopiuauk. — Bun. VI. — K.,
2016. — C. 265-275.

* AIf orov O. Some new lead sedls are from Archive of Kherson (collection of Oleksii
Sheremetiev) // Coparictuunnii mopiunnk. — Bum. V. — Kuis, 2013. — C. 360-367;
Angépos A. MoauBIOByNBI ¢ poloBEIMH nMeHamu AHaxan, Apcadup, Caynomnoans u Tap-
XaHHOT W3 apXWBa IedaTtell CpeAHEeBeKOBOro XepcoHeca (M0 MaTepHasaM KOJUICKIIHH
A. Iepemernea) // VI MexayHapoIHbINH BU3aHTHHCKUI ceMuUHAp «VIMITepHs U TOJIHC». —
Cesacromois, 2014.



researchers. Medieval name of thistown is Cherson. And now it is the name of
one of regiona centers of Ukraine, and two hundred years ago — whole
Tavriya. Role of Cherson which had and our, Ruska, name Korsun, in a
civilization plan is not aware at the end. It is a city, where Vladimir Svyatiy
was crossed himself, and exactly from here the priests-organizers of reforms
were sent to Kyiv.

In fact, Christianity of the first decades of the Ruska state is Christianity
“of Korsun”, with inherent to this city cults. Not for nothing the earthly
remains of Pope Saint Kliment were carried in Kyiv, and part of the first stone
capital church was named in honour of him (amost forgotten Saint).
Sacredness and unbelievable value of place for history of Rus-Ukraine is a
model yet and because in honour of this town Korsun was named after Rus
city. Scientific researches of Chersonesos-Cherson have already over bicen-
tenary history. In particular, in researchers’ interest there is sfragistic material
which contains in inscriptions toponym Cherson. These molibdoboulles were
not once published and were the matters of discussions, and with opening in
the past century of Cherson Archive — became the real scientific sensation. In
different times N. Oleksienko (N. Alekseenko), Y. Samoylenko and O. Alf’o-
rov wrote about Archive of Cherson. Now in cooperation with Dr. Werner
Seibt (Vienna, Austria) Y. Samoylenko and O. Alf’ orov work out scientific
edition of this archive. At present thanks to the frontal scientific processing of
these lead bulls it is possible to reconstruct many unknown before rulers names
of Cherson and its neighbourhood. In fact, writing sources do not include
considerable information and are limited barely afew ten of mentions of period
of middle ages.

The value of sfragistic for history of this Ukrainian land is significant as a
whole. We offer to the reader selectively to get acquainted with material about
the rulers of Cherson-Korsun from Cherson Archive.

SEALS OF ARCHONS

Archons — rulers of Cherson and its regions were local aristocracy and
officials of Byzantium. Their dependence from emperor was enough nominal.
In the end in Constantinople, by mentioned ranks which archons were
rewarded in first periods of archontat, they were not considered as competent
court elite. Only some time later, obviously for empire merits, or for getting
subsequent loyalty to central power the archons’ ranks grew.



1. Gregoros, imperial spathariosand archon of Cherson. I X c.

Boulloterion 1.

Obverse:Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent, type V) with tetragram
border of dots:

1.TW- - - |[AS-A-;

2 . ._. | —AW:

3. - W-CW|-B-A-;

4. - W-CW| - --AW.

Reverse: Inscription of four lines border of dots:

1 - 'ﬂ0|' .. .n;5|. -X‘X€P|- ce

2 . .ﬂ.|.ABsC|’|.|.EXsX. |@ .

3.TPHIO| - ABsCI - | - PXXE |- - - -;

4.[-ﬂ°|°A§‘CI'I-|A_PX*X- |C_(U .

Reconstruction of inscription: ®cot0ke Ponbel 1@ od S00Am I'pnyo[p]d
B(acthik®) on(abapi®d) (kai) Gpy(ovtl) Xepod [vo](c).

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Gregoros, imperial spatharios and
archon of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-102. D. 19.5 mm. H. 3.5 mm. W. 4.4 g. C. 11/5. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank. Defect of blank casting.

2. AKh-161. D. 21.5x19.5 mm. H. 3 mm. W. 5.6 g. C. 9/3. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank,not centered. Corroded.

3. AKh-370. D. 21x22 mm. H. 3.5 mm. W. 6.7 g. C. 11/5. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank. Corroded.

4. AKh-496. D. 19.5x18.5 mm. H. 4 mm. W. 5.7 g. C. 11/6. Molibdo-
boullos was struck on a small blank,not centered. On reverse- channel for cord
is partly bare. Corroded.

Bibliography:

1) Onekcienko 2012, 12.6; Anekceenko 1996, 1.6; 2) Onekcienko 2012,
12.3; Anekceenxo 2002, 17; 3) Onekcienko 2012, 12.8; 4) Onekcienko 2012,
12.11; Anexceenxo 2008, 7.
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2. Gregoros, imperial spatharios and archon of Cherson. I X c.

Boulloterion 2.

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent, type V) with tetra-
gram:

Lo -CWl-3-AWw;

2 ... | —A-.

Reverse: Inscription of four lines:

1. 'w|°AB‘Cﬂ' '|-EX*X€P|-Q- .

2 --H_I'O|-'B‘CI'I°|--X‘X€P| ..... .

Reconstruction of inscription: ®cotoke Ponber [td] od [6]oviw®
[[Tpnyolp]@ B(achikd) on(abapie) [(kai) &]pyx(ovty) Xep[s]d[voc].

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Gregoros, imperial spatharios and
arhon Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-163. D. 18x20 mm. H. 3 mm. W. 6.6 g. C. 1/6. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank., not centered.

2. AKh-400. D. 16 mm. H. 3 mm. W. 5.4 g. C. 2/8. Molibdoboullos was
struck on asmall blank. On reverse-defect of blank casting.

Bibliography:

1) Onekcienxo 2012, 12.1 [in publication by mistake pair of the same
archon is defined as another stamp matrix]; Anekceenxko 2002, 15 [in pub-



lication by mistakepair of the same archon is defined as another stamp matrix];
2) Onekcienko 2012, 12.9 [by mistake pair of the same archon is defined as
another stamp matrix].

Comment: Obverse in correlation to the reverse is unfolded on 180°.
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3. Gregorios, imperial spatharial and archon of Cherson. I X c.

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram(Laurent, type V) with tetra-
gram, border of dots:

1. TW-CW|AS-AW;

2. - - —CW| - 3-AW.

Reverse: Inscription in four lines, border of dots:

1. +TPHTO|PIWBsCIAsS| - PXONT:X€E| - CONOC;

2. -TPH- -|-IWBsC- - -|-PXON - - - |[PCONO - .

Reconstruction of inscription: ®@cotoxe Ponbel 1@ 6d S00A® I'pnyopio
B(actiik®) oma(Bapin) (kai) [¢]pyxovi(t) Xepodvog.

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Gregorios, imperial spatharios and
archon of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-200. D. 25%x27 mm. H. 2.5 mm. W. 10.2 g. C. 12/6.

2. AKh-160. D. 22x23 mm. H. 2.5 mm. W. 6.7 g. C. 1/7. Molibdoboullos
was struck on a small blank. Defect of casting. To 10 hours-remains of cast
material.

Bibliography:

1) Onekcienko 2012, 16.7; Anekceenko 1996, 1.14; 2) Onekcienko 2012,
16.2; Anekceenko 2002, 1.
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3.2

4. Constantine, imperial spatharios and archon of Cherson. I X c.

(first stamp)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent, type V) with tetra-
gram, border of dots:

1 - -+ - |AS-AW
2. -W-C-|-5-AW
3. -W-- - [-5-AW

4.- W-CW| - 5-AW
Reverse: Inscription of four lines, border of dots:

1.-- |- -NTIN- [sCIAGAP| - APsXONTH|XEPCW) -
2.+ |+ -ANT- - -|BCMAO - - [SAPXON - [XEP - - -
3 - | .. °MTINQ| . -ﬂAGAP‘| .. -5XONTﬂ| ......

4. ®| 'ANTIM'|'CHA6' '|'AP‘XON' | ......

Reconstruction of inscription: ®cotoke Ponber [t]® od dovAw®
[K]o[vet]avtive B(actikd) omabap(im) (kai) dpyovin Xepod[v(og)].

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Constantine,imperial spatharios and
archon of Cherson.

Parameters

1. AKh-2333. D. 22x24 mm. H. 4 mm. W. 12.3 g. C. 1/6. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank, not centered.

2. AKh-2195. D. 23x21.5 mm. H. 4 mm. W. 9.3 g. C. 10/3
Molibdoboullos was struck on a small blank, not centered.

3. AKh-27. D. 21x20.5 mm. H. 5 mm. W. 12 g. C. 10/4. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank.

4. AKh-9. D. 22x22 mm. H. 4 mm. W. 10.2 g. C. 11/5. Molibdoboullos
was struck on asmall blank, not centered.

Bibliography:

1) Omekcienko 2012, 9.11; 2) Unpublised; 3) Omekcienko 2012, 9.3;
4) Onexcienko 2012, 9.6; Anexceenko 2002, 24.
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5. Constantine, imperial spatharios and archon of Cherson. I X c.

(second stamp)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent, type V) with tetra-
gram:

1 TW-CW[ - --AW

Rev.Inscription of four lines, border of dots:

1. - --|--AN- - - |WBCMNAO- -|PXON- - -|PC- - - -

2. e |- -CNAGSS- |- - ONTSXE| - - ONWC

3. | ....... |'°QAQ"|"ONT‘X°|°CONU)°



Reconstruction of inscription: @cotoke Ponbet @ od 600 ®
[Kovot]av[tivle B(actikd) onad(apim) (kai) [&]pyxove(l) Xepodvac.

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Constantine, imperial spatharios
and archon of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-645. D. 19%x22 mm. H. 3.5 mm. W. 6.1 g. C. 11/5. Molibdoboullos
was struck on small blank, corroded. Lower quarter is absent.

2. AKh-353. D. 17.5x18.5 mm. H. 25 mm. W. 5 g. C. 1/8. Molibdoboullos
was strack on small blank, not centered.

3. AKh-365. D. 16.5x17 mm. H. 3mm. W. 3.3 g. C. 11/4. Molibdoboullos
was strack on small blank.

Bibliography:

1) Unpublished; 2) Onekcienko 2012, 15.12 [not exactly defined to archon
Constanting]; 3) Oumnexkcienko 2012, 15.16 [not exactly defined to archon
Constanting].
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6. Constantine, imperial strator and archon of Cherson. I X c.

(first stamp)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent V) with tetragram:

- W-CW| - 3-AW

Reverse: Inscription of four lines:

-+ | - TANTIN|WB:CTPAT - |PSAPXXE|PCONO -

Reconstruction of inscription: ®cotoke Ponbet [1]® od [d]oOrw®
(Kovo)tavtive B(actik®d) otpdt[o]p(l) (kai) dpy(ovtl) Xepoovo[c]

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Constantine, imperial strator and
archon of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-183. D. 20x21 mm. H. 7 mm. W. 17.2 g. C. 12/5. [Molibdoboullos
was struck on small blank. Blank differs from others by its thickness and
rectangular form).

Bibliography

1) Onexcienko 2012, 6.3; Anekceenko 1996, 5.

Comment: the sign of reduction is absent in the word «archons.

6.1

7. Constantine, imperial strator and archon of Cherson. I X c.

(second stamp)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent, type V) with tetra-
gram, border of dots:

- -_C- | - 5-AW)

Reverse: Inscription of five lines, border of dots:

«+ -]+ -ANT-|- - BCT- |ATSAP - [XCON

Reconstruction of inscription: ®gotoke Ponber [t®] o[®] [d]ovAw
[Kovot]avi[ive] B(actikd) ot[p]at(opt) (kai) dp[yx(ovtl) X[ep]odv(oc).

Trandation: Virgin, help your servant Constantine, imperial strator and
archon of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-227. D. 22 mm. H. 4.5 mm. W. 12.8 g. C. 11/4. Molibdoboullos was
struck on small blank, not centered, has deformation with holein the first quarter.



Bibliography:
1) Onekcienko 2012, 8 [instead «otpdropw» author reads «omabopin»];
Anekceenxo 2002, 31 [instead «otpdrop» author reads «omabopim»].

SEALSOF STRATEGOSES
Strategoses — leaders of military administrative area (phema). In Cherson
after archons they began to rule a city with its neighbourhood.

8. Theophanes, imperial protospatharios and strategos of Cherson 1 X c.
Obverse: patriarch six-radial cross the rays of which are extended, that
stands on four steps surrounded by a double rim of pearls round which a prayer

is addressed to Lord: KEROHOEITWCWAOV.

Revers: inscription in four lines in framing of double rim of pearls:
+OEO0PA|NRACITAES/|SCTPATIT/IXEPCON/.

Reconstruction of inscription: K(vpt)e ponbet 1d od 600M@) Ocopav(ie)
B(acthik®) (rpwto)orad(apie) (kai) otpot(n)y(®) Xepoov(og).

Trandation: Lord, help your servant Theophanes imperial protospatharios
and strategos of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-157. D. 21 mm. D, 19 mm. H. 2.5 mm. W. 16.3 g. C. 12/6.

Bibliography:

1) Onekcienko 2012, 34.2 [strategos' s name is not identified]; Andsopos
2013, 29.

9. John, imperial protospatharios and strategos of Cherson. X ¢

Obverse: in the center of seal abird (looks to the left) is represented with a
long s-form neck (possibly heron) which holds fishin abill. On the right above
abird afigure is represented as a sharp triangle. Around there is a prayer
addressed to Lord, located between two concentric circles of pearls, starting at
11 hour: - KVPIERQ « = + = =+ = =+ o o+ - .

Reverse: inscription in five lines, border of pearls: +IWA - [NHR-A/CI|
AO'SCT-|-TIDXE- |- - - - -

Reconstruction of inscription: Kopie Bo[nfst 1®] 6@ 600vA[®] Twdvvn
B(acthik®) (rpwto)orad(apio) (kai) orpatry(®) Xepoovoc.

Trandation: Lord, help your servant John, imperial protospatharios and
strategos of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-242. D. 18%x19 mm. H. 2.5 mm. W. 5.4 g. C. 12/6. Molibdoboullos
on asmall blank, not centered. To 1 hour — remain of cast material.

Bibliography:

1) Onekcienko 2012, 62.1; Anekceenxo 1998, 14.



9.1

10. John Protevon, imperial protospatharios and strategos of Cherson.
Beginning of XI c.

Obverse: in the center of seal- afigure of saint John Chrysostomos. A saint
blesses by right hand which is heaved up to the line of chin. Heisdressed in a
tunic, a left arm holds a book. On either side there is an inscription in two
columns: O|A|T, —=I|W|AININ, : O éyioc Twdvvy : Saint John. Around there is
aprayer addressedtoLord: =+ - ¢ - - - - - TWCWAJYA,.

Reverse: inscription in five lines in framing of rim from pearls:

+|(0R'A| - 1AB'SC - | - ATHFOXE| - CONOCO - [TEVON

Reconstruction of inscription: K(0pi)e Bo[nbet] 1@ od do0M@) Tw(avvn)
B(ack®d) (rpwto)omab(apio) (kai) orpatnyd Xepoovog 6 ITpwtevdv.

Trandation: Lord, help your servant John Protevon, imperial proto-
gpatharios and strategos of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-344. D. 23x27 mm. H. 25 mm. W. 6 g. C. 12/5. Molibdoboullos is
cored. Left part of bulloterions matrix did not leave an strike on a blank.

2. AKh-2421. D. 18x19 mm. H. 2 mm. W. 4.3 g. C. 12/5. Molibdoboullos
on asmall blank is rubbed out.

Bibliography:

1) Onekcienko 2012, 81.2 [describing signature of saint the author by
mistake in place of letter o micron wrote sign «O &(ylog)» that, obviously, read
by him only as o micron, because then alpha follows]; Anekceenko 1998, 25.
2) Onexcienko 2012, 81.3 [describing signature of saint the author by mistake
in place of letter o micron wrote sign <O &(ywog)» that, obviously, read by him
only as o micron, because then alphafollows].

Comment: M. Oleksienko assumes that the saint can be John Prodromos.
But the details of portrait on a sea testify against such version: short beard,
long clothes, there is a book in hands (although its image is only guessed
behind contours). The characteristic signs of John the Baptist's appearance are
absent on a seal: long beard, dishevelled hairs, naked torso, cross. Episcopal
crosses are absent also. It predisposes to the idea, that on a seal John
Crisostomos's image is represented exactly.
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11. Epiphaneos, imperial protospatharios and strategos of Cherson. X c.

Obverse: bust of St. Nicholas. A book is decorated by five large pearls.four
in corners and one in center. On either side Saint’s signature in two columns:

: ®|NI — K|O|A, : O &(yoc) Nuor(aog) :St. Nicholas. Along inscription:
+AINIKOA'R'TWCWASA'. Along arim from pearls.

Reverse: inscription in five lines, border of dots:

+EMIP|ANIWR'A'C|AGAP/SCTP|ATITOXEP|CUNOC

Reconstruction of inscription: Ay(ie) NwoA(ag) B(onbet) 1 o@® do0vA(w)
Empavio B(aciiik®d) (mpoto)omabap(im) (kai) otpatyd Xepodvoc.

Trandation: Saint Nicholas, help your servant Epiphaneos, imperial proto-
spatharios and strategos of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-346. D. 22 mm. H. 1.5 mm. W. 3.9 g. C. 1/5. Molibdoboullos was
strack on small blank.

Bibliography:

1) Anekceenko 1998, 15; Onekcienko 2012, 65.1.

12. Theodosios, imperial protospatharios éxi Tov Xpveotpukiivov and
strategos of Cherson. X c.

Overse: bust of saint in a cloak, fastened by large round fibula on a right
shoulder (possibly St. Theodoros). Along inscription: WASA. Along a rim
from pearls.



Revers:. inscription in six lines, border of pearls:

+OE0AO|CIR'A'CNAS|PEMITYX]| - VCOTPI - - |- - -PATIT- - |- - -NO-

Reconstruction of inscription: [Ayie @e6dwpe P(onbet) 1@ o]® do0vA(w)
®c0d00i(®) PBlaciiik®d) (mpoto)omad(a)p(iv) ént 100 X[p]vcotpikAi(ivov)
(kai) ot]patry(®) [Xepod]vo[g].

Trandation: Saint Theodore, help your servant Theodosios, imperial
protospatharios éni tod XpvootpikAnvov and strategos of Cherson.

Parametres:

1. AKh-144. D. 22x24 mm. H. 2 mm. W. 4.4 g. C. /6. Molibdoboullos
was coroded. Round opening isin lower part.

Bibliography:

1) Anekceenko 1998, 19; Onekcienko 2012, 70.1.

Comment: On a copy from K. Smichkov’s private collection two circles
inscription and the first letter of the Saint name is visible and better stored —
«O». In comparing to the iconography analogues it grounds to see Saint
Feodora in represented on the facial side of molibdoboullos”.
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13. George Tsula, imperial protospatharios éni tod Xpvcorpikivov
and strategos of Cherson. 1 X c.

Avers: inscription in four lines:

KE - '|°Q€’ . °|'(DA' . .|Ew. .

L etters are twice bigger than those which are used on the back side.

Revers:. inscription in five lines:

“A'C- - - | ce e TX | 'CTPA'|' °X€PCQ| - (VTYA -

Reconstruction of inscription: K(opve [Bon]Oe[t 1®d o]d J[ovM(w)]
I'ew[py(ioc) P(aciik®d)] (mpwrto)o[mabd(apiv) X[p(v)o(o)t(puciivov) (kai)]
otpa[try(0)] Xepod(vog) [t]@ TCovA[a].

* Mayerhofer W. Die Ikonographie der méannlichen Heiliger auf byzantinichen Bleisiegeln. —
Wien, 2007. — 111.1, 111.2.



Trandation: Lord, help your servant Georg, imperial protospatharios éxi
7(0d) Xpvoorpixinvoo and strategos of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-985. D. 20x12 mm. H. 3 mm. W. 2.1 g. C. 12/5. A half ison a
small blank. Molibdoboullosis broken along a cord channel.

Unpublished.

14. Constantine, protospatharios éxi Tod Xpveotpixiivov and strategos
of Cherson. Xl c.
Obverse: inscription in four lines, border of dots:

+KERO|HOEITW |CWASAW|KWN

Revers: inscription in five lines:

— - — |ACMAB|EMITER, | [KASCTP|TIFTWXEP| - - N

Reconstruction of inscription:  K(Op)e Ponbsr @ o@d 600 ®
[Kov(otavtive)] (mpoto)onad(opim) éxi tod Xp(voo)(tpr)ki(ivov) (kai)
otp(a)try®d Xepoodv(og).

Trandation: Lord, help you're your servant Constantine, protospatharios
éni 100 XpvootpikAivov and strategos of Cherson.

Parameters:

1. AKh-2037. D. 21 mm. H. 4 mm. W. 18.6 g. C. 12/5. Molibdoboullos has
considerable washed out of relief.

Unpublished

141

Reductions are accepted during a publication:

Akh — Sheremetievs museum, fund of «Arkhive of Cherson;

D. — diameter;

H. — thickness;

W. — weight;

mm. — milimeter;

g. — grammes;

C. — orientation of channel for a cord in accordance with a clock-face.
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