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THINKING BETWEEN BORDERS: POLISH MEDIA 
AND CULTURAL RESISTANCE IN POST-1953 L'VIV1 

Ievhen Lazarenko, chancellor of L'viv State University and a member 
of the regional Party committee, shocked his fellow Party members by 
comparing their past actions to those of the capitalist enemy. At the time, 
June 12, 1953, Lazarenko and other Communists of the L'viv Region in 
Soviet Ukraine in a plenary session were discussing a secret report by 
Lavrentii Beria, head of the country's security services. Beria's report, ad- 
dressed to the Central Committee in Moscow, criticized national discrimi- 
nation against native Ukrainians in the republic's western regions and ille- 
gal repression of the local population in the immediate postwar years.2 

As with others in the plenary session, Lazarenko aimed his remarks in 
favor of Beria's report, criticizing abuses of power that Party and state of- 
ficials in the L'viv Region had committed in the past. He and other Party 
members present at the plenary session emphasized the need to restore 
"socialist legality," promote natives of the region to positions of power, 
and encourage the use of the Ukrainian language in the educational system 
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and in public life.3 Yet Lazarenko at one point went further. He declared, 
"Sometimes the policy conducted in the L'viv Region was similar to the 
policy that colonizers conduct."4 Fellow Party members at the plenary ses- 
sion quickly berated Lazarenko for making such a comparison, and at a 
later plenary session, after Beria had been arrested, some even called for 
t h e  P a r t y  t o  p u n i s h  h i m . 5  5 , 

Lazarenko had clearly stepped out of bounds when he insinuated that 
the Soviet regime treated native Ukrainians from Western Ukraine as co- 
lonial subjects. His words struck hard at the anti-imperialist ideology that 
Party and state leaders in the Soviet Union were actively promoting in 
their opposition to the capitalist West in these early years of the Cold War. 
While much of Africa and some parts of Asia remained under colonial rule 
in 1953, while Americans were exercising "imperialist" policies in Korea 
and Western Europe, how could there be colonialism in Western Ukraine? 

This article will address the resistance to practices resembling colonial 
ones that intellectuals, students, and some broader segments of the popula- 
tion of L'viv offered through Polish media and encounters with Poles in 
the decades after Stalin's death. A colonial setting in its Asian or African 
context may not be applicable to Galicia under Habsburg and Polish rule 
or Western Ukraine under Soviet rule. Yet such colonial practices as the 
imposition of the language and culture of one community over that of an- 
other, as well as the favoring of members of one community over another 
in positions of power, had been aspects of life among Ukrainians in Galicia 
during Habsburg and Polish rule. They were also characteristic of Soviet 
times as the integration of Western Ukraine into the rest of Soviet Ukraine 
took place in the postwar years. 

As this article will show, Ukrainians in L'viv who were natives of the 
region for the most part became loyal Soviet citizens. They accommodated 
themselves to the behavior and values shared by others throughout the So- 
viet Union. But in doing so, they also resisted the constraints that a Soviet 
identity imposed on them "without necessarily rejecting, by assessing, 
making tolerable, and, in some cases, even turning to one's advantage the 
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situation one is confronted with."6 Intellectuals, students, and broader 
segments of the population made tolerable and turned to their advantage 
their position between past and present practices of domination and assimi- 
lation. Through Polish media, encounters with Poles in L'viv, and visits to 
Poland, Ukrainians and others in the city resisted the hegemony enjoyed 
by official Soviet media and gained access to developments in mass cul- 
ture and high culture taking place in the rest of the postwar world. 

Postwar L'viv and Soviet colonial practices 
University chancellor Lazarenko's remarks no doubt troubled Party and 

state leaders because of Western Ukraine's own recent past. Centuries of 
Habsburg and Polish rule in Galicia, while not necessarily resembling 
those of European colonial empires ruling Asia and Africa at the beginning 
of the twentieth tentury, contained elements of colonial practices. Such 
practices as imposing the language and culture of one people on another 
and the favoring of one people over another were common in Habsburg 
and Polish times. They were furthermore closely connected with processes 
of nation building in the region. Ukrainians in Galicia under Habsburg and 
Polish rule were able to form political parties, cooperatives, publishing 
agencies, and other institutions. Yet as they and Poles formed modern na- 
tions in the nineteenth century, Ukrainians in Galicia constantly faced pro- 
jects of assimilation by Polish national leaders, often with the support of 
Austrian authorities, up to the First World War. Polonization and discrimi- 
nation against Ukrainians in state employment, institutions of higher edu- 
cation, and so on further intensified with Poland's independence and ac- 
quisition of Galicia.' Soviet rule for these Communists listening to Laza- 
renko was supposed to be the antithesis of these assimilationist projects 
exercised in Galicia by Habsburg and Polish masters. 

Soviet rule in postwar L'viv witnessed a reversal of these assimilationist 
projects. Demographically L'viv underwent a dramatic transformation un- 
der Soviet rule, becoming a predominantly ethnic Ukrainian city by the 
end of the 1950s. In 1931, ethnic Ukrainians had made up only 16.3 per- 
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cent of the city's approximately 312,200 inhabitants, while Poles com- 
prised 50 percent and Jews 31.9 percent.8 World War Two, the Holocaust, 
the forced transfer of Poles from the city in the immediate postwar years, 
and in-migration by Ukrainians from the region and other parts of Ukraine 
completely changed the city's ethnic composition. By the 1959 census, 
ethnic Ukrainians constituted 60 percent of about 411,000 residents of 
L'viv, with ethnic Russians comprising 27 percent, Jews 6 percent, and 
Poles 4 percent. The number of ethnic Ukrainians increased even further 
by the 1979 census, making up 74 percent of the city's population of ap- 
proximately 665,000 inhabitants.9 

As L'viv became a predominantly ethnic Ukrainian city, Soviet rule, in 
contrast to interwar Poland, did include promoting elements of ethnic and 
national identity. Such policies had been characteristic of the Soviet re- 
gime, especially during the policy of "nativization (korenizatsiia)" of the 
1920s and early 1930s, which favored the development of non-Russian 
languages, cultures, and ruling elites to promote "proletarian international- 
ism" and combat Russian chauvinism of pre-revolutionary times. Yet the 
regime's nationality policy had shifted by the late 1930s. The regime still 
promoted the idea of a multinational state, a "Friendship of Peoples" bond- 
ing Great Russians with other peoples of the Soviet Union. Yet it also 
stressed the dangers of "bourgeois nationalism," and it advanced the "pro- 
gressive" role of the culture and language of the Great Russian people. 
While Soviet leaders therefore promoted the Ukrainian language and cul- 
ture in postwar L'viv, they also viewed such projects as potentially dan- 
gerous. On the other hand, for them Russification in L'viv and in other 
parts of Western Ukraine represented progress.'o 

Along with defending policies of Russification and promoting elements 
of a Ukrainian identiy, the Soviet state since the 1930s had greatly dis- 
trusted the local populations living on its border regions. This distrust, 
provoked by perceived threats from neighboring capitalist states and ethnic 
tensions produced by collectivization, resulted in the Soviet state forcibly 
deporting several "enemy nations" living on its borderlands in the 1930s, a 
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practice referred to as "Soviet ethnic cleansing" by one scholars 11 Such a 
policy of treating national and ethnic groups on its borderlands as hostile 
to Soviet power had profound implications for L'viv and Western Ukraine. 
In 1939-41 it led to mass deportations of people in Western Ukraine and 
other western regions recently annexed by the Soviet Un ion .  During 
World War Two, Nazi occupation of these western regions led to percep- 
tions by Soviet leaders and broader segments of society that that these re- 
gions had been "contaminated" by Nazi occupation, full of "irredeemable" 
elements opposed to Soviet rule.'3 

In the case of Western Ukraine, these "irredeemable" elements be- 
longed to or sympathized with the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
-  Ukrainian Insurgent Army (OUN-UPA). '4 Guerrilla units of the OUN- 
UPA and the Soviet secret police (NKVD) waged a bloody battle for con- 
trol of the region in the immediate postwar years. In military and paramili- 
tary operations conducted by the Soviet regime from February 1944 to Oc- 
tober 1945, a total of 98,696 Ukrainian rebels from this region were killed, 
and 107,485 were captured and arrested.15 Both Soviet and rebel sides en- 
gaged in ritual acts of violence against each other and those suspected of 
helping the enemy side. 16 Such violence, which also took place in the Bal- 
tic States, validated official perceptions of natives of Western Ukraine and 
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others on the western borderlands as contaminated by foreign elements, 
collectively hostile to the Soviet regime, and politically unreliable.17 

As the Soviet state waged war with the OU-N-UPA in Western Ukraine 
in the immediate postwar years, it directed a relentless campaign against 
"Ukrainian-German bourgeois nationalism" and other perceived ideologi- 
cal deviations in Western Ukraine in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Intel- 
lectuals and young people alike in L'viv became engulfed in hysterical 
charges of "bourgeois nationalism," "formalism," and "anti-Soviet" senti- 
ments. Natives of the region among the city's writers, artists, scholars, and 
composers faced intense criticism in the late 1940s and had to renounce 
their past works, views, and activities in order to maintain a livelihood.'8 
Mass firings, expulsions, and arrests took place in the city's institutions of 
higher education and vocational schools (tekhnikumy).'9 Many natives of 
the region saw family members either arrested or deported to Siberia for 
allegedly assisting nationalist partisans in their struggle against Soviet rule. 
A Central Committee report from Moscow, according to one local Com- 
munist, in late May 1953 had noted that the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and the Ministry of State Security in this way had illegally repressed ap- 
proximately 500,000 people in Western Ukraine. 20 

Through political repression, distrust of the local population of ,the 
western regions after World War Two, and contradictory attitudes toward 
non-Russians, the Soviet state marginalized native Ukrainians in L'viv and 
other parts of Western Ukraine and imposed values and forms of behavior 
on them. As it transformed L'viv and other parts of the region, it appointed 
outsiders to Western Ukraine in positions of power in the Party and state 
apparatuses. As late as May 1953, Ukrainians from other parts of the re- 
public as well as other Soviet nationalities held the overwhelming majority 
of positions of power in Party and state administration and in industry in 
the western regions. 
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The L'viv Region offered striking examples of this trend. Of 848 chief 
Party workers for the L'viv Region, only 50 were from the local popula- 
tion 2' Outsiders in particular prevailed in positions of power in the city of 
L'viv. Of 18 secretaries of the city Party committee and district Party 
committees of the city, only one had been born and raised in Western 
Ukraine. Of 28 heads of departments of the city Party committee and the 
district committees of the Party, only 3 had come from the region. Not a 
single native of Western Ukraine was among those 38 heads of administra- 
tive organs of the c i t y  Among city industries in L'viv, of 130 directors 
of enterprises, only 10 were from the local population, and natives made 
u p  o n l y  2 0  o f  7 0  h e a d s  o f  a r t e l s . 2 3  ' 

Ukrainians who were originally from the western regions of the republic 
lacked much of a say in government in the L'viv Region. Those from the 
local intelligentsia who were in government quite often had only symbolic 
posts. For example, Petro Kozlaniuk, a local writer who was head of the 
L'viv regional soviet, during discussion of Beria's report noted above on 
June 1953, complained that local authorities excluded him from making 
decisions in the campaign against "Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism." Lo- 
cals like himself received positions of authority "only for show (tilk'ky dlia 
blahoustroiu)."24 Kozlaniuk's remarks, prompted by discussion of abuses 
of power in the region, suggest that Soviet rule in L'viv and other parts of 
Western Ukraine excluded natives of the region from any real role in deci- 
sion making in local Party and state organs. Natives of the region were oc- 
cupying a subordinate role in the power relations of L'viv, reflecting a po- 
sition analogous to those of colonial subjects. 

As outsiders to Western Ukraine assumed power in the Party and state 
apparatuses of L'viv and other parts of the region, a considerable number 
of educated specialists and rank-and-file state and Party workers moved to 
Western Ukraine in the immediate years after the war. In L'viv, a total of 
about 2,000 engineers and technical workers and 13,800 workers arrived 
from various parts of the Soviet Union in the first three years after the 
war's end. 25 These specialists and state and Party workers took part in the 
transformation of L'viv into a major Soviet industrial center and filled the 
vacuum left by Ukrainian, Polish and Jewish educated professionals who 
either fled, were forcibly removed, or were exterminated during the war. 
Many of these professionals from other parts of the Soviet Union pre- 
sumably did want to help local Ukrainians rebuild after the war and pros- 

21. Ibid., p. 13. 
22. Ibid., p. 29. 
23� Ibid. 
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25. Pater, "Povoiennyi L'viv," p. 507. 



per. One such professional, the chancellor of the city's veterinary institute, 
took strong exception to Lazarenko's allegation that Soviet rule resembled 
colonialism, insisting he had come to the region to help train specialists in 
agriculture 26 Teachers who had come to Western Ukraine from eastern re- 
gions of the republic also had reputations for instilling a love for the 
Ukrainian language and culture. By contrast, some natives of the region in 
positions of power were willing to repress local students while outsiders 
defended them.27 It could be argued that specialists from regions outside 
Western Ukraine and other republics did many positive things for natives 
of the region, without treating them with contempt. 

Yet others took part in the imposition of values and forms of behavior 
on the local population. This was especially the case as the Soviet state 
sought to "reeducate" surviving communities of artists and writers in the 
immediate postwar years and enforce certain standards in art and literature 
in later decades. For example, the republic's Committee on Art Affairs and 
the republic's Union of Artists as of June 29, 1946 had sent to L'viv as 
many as 10 families of such artists. Almost all of them were demobilized 
Red Army officers who had finished school before the war in Soviet 
Ukrainian art institutes, and most of them were Party members 28 In the 
immediate postwar years and in the decades that followed, a host of former 
district Party committee secretaries and demobilized officers from the war 
years with some experience in writing or in art became Party committee 
secretaries of the writers' union and the artists' union in L'viv.29 

Artists who came from the central and eastern regions of Ukraine at 
times gained an appreciation for the traditions of L'viv's surviving art 
community, which had close ties with artistic trends in interwar Central 
Europe. Two such "Easterners," Mykhailo Lishchyner and Rostyslav 
Syl'vestrov, despite earlier training in Kyiv, became more innovative 
painters under the influence of colleagues in L'viv.30 But according to a 

26 DALO, fond P-3, opys 4, sprava 692, ark. 218-20. 
. 27. For instance, L'viv professor of  journalism Vasyl' Lysanchuk gave very positive 
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former student of the city's Institute of Applied and Decorative Art, in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s there were artists from regions outside Western 
Ukraine who were not so accepting of local art traditions. In the courses he 
attended, these instructors promoted categorically a Soviet style of art that 
for them was superior to "formalist" tendencies of the West and closely 
connected with the "progressive" role played by Russian art.3' Some artists 
who were outsiders to the region formed bonds with the local intelligentsia 
in L'viv. Yet others, brought up in the canon of Soviet art promoted in the 
Stalinist thirties, saw it as their professional duty to promote what they 
deemed as the more "superior" traditions of Soviet art. 

While some artists from outside Western Ukraine imposed "acceptable" 
standards on their colleagues, writers not native to the region at times saw 
it as their duty to show others that they needed to be more grateful for what 
Soviet power had done for them. Writer Volodymyr Bieliaiev, who came 
to L'viv in 1944 as a special correspondent for the All-Union Radio Com- 
mittee, made such remarks when criticizing a report made by a young lit- 
erary critic, Stepan Trofymuk, a native of Western Ukraine, in December 
1956.32 Bieliaiev took strong exception to Trofymuk's emphasis on `writers 
repressed under Stalin in Soviet Ukraine. He then claimed that Trofymuk 
had forgotten that if it were not for Soviet rule liberating Ukrainians in 
1939, he under Polish rule "would have remained illiterate, would have 
walked barefoot and would not have been a graduate student."33 

Such artists and writers as Bieliaiev and the instructors from the city's 
art institute understandably were acting in an official capacity, defending 
the Party's line on art and literature of the time. Bieliaiev, as one account 
claims, was an agent of the secret police sent to "reeducate" the local intel- 
ligentsia.34 His remarks on Trofymuk's scholarly report were on the heels 
of the bloody repression of the Hungarian Uprising by Soviet troops in 

, November of 1956. Bieliaiev no doubt saw it as necessary to speak on the 
behalf of the Party for a firm stance against any sorts of "revisionism" tak- 
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ing place among the Soviet intelligentsia. The instructors at L'viv's Insti- 
tute of Applied and Decorative Art also were performing their professional 
duty of raising up young artists in the spirit of "socialist realism." Yet in 
performing their professional and Party duties, such writers and artists in 
effect were dictating to the local population how Soviet writers were to re- 
late to the recent Soviet past and what Soviet artists, were to create. As 
Bieliaiev enforced these values and rules of behavior, he took what could 
be seen as a colonialist attitude toward the local population, reminding 
Trofymuk of his obligation to the Soviet regime for liberating him from 
Polish rule. 

Besides imposing "appropriate" values and forms of behavior on the 
local population, many outsiders to Western Ukraine also imposed a Rus- 
sian-speaking environment on L'viv and the rest of the region. Fellow 
Communists in the region claimed in June 1953 that of 1,732 professors 
and instructors in the city's institutions of higher education, only 469 of 
them lectured in Ukrainian, while the rest lectured in Russian.35 Broader 
segments of the population, despite being natives of the region, encoun- 
tered a Russian-language work environment. Many factories and shops in 
the city had slogans and wall newspapers written only in Russian, while at 
the shoe factory, for instance, over 70 percent of the workers were natives 
of the region who spoke Ukrainian.36 

Despite efforts to promote elements of a Ukrainian national identity in 
L'viv and other parts of Western Ukraine, the Soviet state clearly had al- 
lowed the Russian language to dominate many forms of public life in the 
city. This tendency reflected the regime's own emphasis since the late 
1930s on the "progressive" role of the language and culture of the Great 
Russian people. It also suggested condescending attitudes toward the 
Ukrainian language on the part of at least some Party and state officials 
working in the region. Writer Petro Kozlaniuk, again speaking at discus- 
sions of Beria's report in June 1953, claimed that many ethnic Ukrainians 
in Party and state jobs, whom he called "Little Russians," saw the Ukrain- 
ian language as one suitable only for collective farms. For them, only Rus- 
sian, "the language of Lenin and Stalin," was suitable for cities such as 
L'viv.37 Kozlaniuk, born and raised in Western Ukraine, clearly perceived 
ethnic Ukrainians as encouraging unmerited stereotypes of the Ukrainian 
language. His comments reflected a legacy of national movements in 
Galicia that had encouraged literacy in Ukrainian among peasants of the 
region.38 They also suggested that ethnic Ukrainians and others in the Party 

35. Halajchak et al., Zakhnidni zemli, 1953-1966, p. 17. 
36. DALO, fond P-3, opys 4, sprava 692, ark. 2 1 5 .  I I . .  
37. Halajchak et al., Zakhnidni zemli. 1953-1966, pp. 39-40. •-,:..■.■ 
38. On this legacy, see Himka, Galician Y i l l a g e r s .  ,¡;cè » 



and state apparatuses were imposing the Russian language on natives on 
the region by insinuating that Russian and not Ukrainian was to be the lan- 
guage spoken in the modern, industrial L'viv they were building. 

Such attitudes toward the Ukrainian language, local art traditions, and 
differing accounts of the recent Soviet past all represented an imposing of 
values and forms of behavior on natives of Western Ukraine. The favoring 
of outsiders in positions of power in the local Party and state apparatuses 
epitomized the marginalization faced by natives of the region as they be- 
came integrated into the rest of Soviet Ukraine. These practices of domina- 
tion and assimilation, which closely resembled colonial ones, gradually, 
but not fundamentally, changed with Beria's report on Ukraine's western 
regions in late May 1953. Local Communists in L'viv, including university 
chancellor Lazarenko mentioned at the beginning of this article, con- 
demned incidents of national discrimination, neglect of the Ukrainian lan- 
guage, and violations of the law in regional Party meetings in June.39 Re- 
gardless of the reports's motives and despite Beria's arrest and execution, 
attempts to promote natives from the region to some positions of power in 
artistic unions, cultural centers, and research and educational institutions 
,did take place. 40 Yet those from outside Western Ukraine continued to 
share major positions of power in the Party structures of the L'viv Region 
and in the city of L'viv itself, as a Central Committee report from Kyiv in 
1965 demonstrates 4' The Russian language continued to dominate teach- 
ing at L'viv State University, due often to the requests of students who 
were natives of the eastern regions of Ukraine, as one professor noted to an 
acquaintance in L'viv in a letter in 1956. 42 In such institutions of higher 
education as the L'viv State Zoological-Veterinary Institute in 1971, out- 
siders made up an "overwhelming majority" of the leading personnel.43 

39. Excerpts of a discussion of Beria's report that took place at the L'viv Region party 
' committee plenary session of June 12, 1953 have been published in Halajchak et al., 

Zakhidni zemlii 7953-1966, but I have also made use of the original stenogram in DALO 
,,(fond P-3, opys 4, sprava 692). 

' ■, . 40. Ibid., 63-84; DALO, fond P-3, opys 4, sprava 791, ark. 65-66. 
41. This report by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine, dated 

August 31, 1965, referred to the state of ideological work in the L'viv Region. It said that 
natives of the western regions of Ukraine constituted only 13.6 percent of all workers of the 
apparatus of the regional Party committee, 17.7 percent of all workers of that of the city 
Party committees, and only 25 percent of all workers of the apparatuses of the district Party 
committees in the region. The report further noted that few natives of the western regions of 
Ukraine were in regional ideological institutions. Tsentral'nyj derzhavnyj arkhiv hro- 
mads'kykh ob'iednan' Ukrainy (TsDAHOU), fond 1, opys 6, sprava 3859, ark. 40. 

42. Professor lelyzaveta Davydova, letter to Bohdan Dudykevych, dated approximately 
as February 1-4, 1956, in Halajchak et al., eds., Zakhidni zemli, 1953-1966, pp. 159-60. 

43. As a regional Party committee commission noted, of 3 deans at the institute, 2 were 
natives of the eastern regions of Ukraine, and of 26 heads of departments, only 10 were na- 



Natives' attitudes toward such practices of domination and assimilation 
were ambivalent. Natives of the region took on the practices and rhetoric 
of Soviet life, learning to "speak Bolshevik," as one scholar has said of 
Stalinist times in Soviet Russia. Already in 1953, as one local Party news- 
paper editor suggested, elements of this trend were occurring among 
broader segments of the native population of Western Ukraine. More and 
more citizens were using the official newspaper, Vil'na Ukraina, as a 
means to address their grievances 44 Later generations among the native 
population also showed this adaptation to Soviet practices as they joined 
the Party in larger numbers by the beginning of the 1970s 45 Yet despite 
their adaptation of practices and values that could be seen as Soviet, 
Ukrainians born and raised in the western regions still faced exclusion 
from many major positions of authority and witnessed an outside power 
imposing its language, Russian, on official discourse. 

While Ukrainians, mindful of recent repression, could not openly pro- 
test such domination, and while they presumably came to view the Soviet 
system as a normal part of life, feelings of resentment toward outsiders' 
rule did show up in everyday life in the city in succeeding years. In early 
1965 one Communist at L'viv State University told comrades that a 
drunkard, presumably a native of the region, swaggered up to him and 
called him a "crook" and "occupier" who "stole our land."46 The deroga- 
tory term moskali, which referred to Russians or Russian speakers from 

tives of Western Ukraine. Of 311 personnel working as instructors, assistants, librarians, 
and as laborers, a total of 148 were locals, and 163 were of various nationalities; The ma- 
jority of students were from the western regions of Ukraine, and lessons were being con- 
ducted in both Russian and Ukrainian. DALO, fond P-3, opys 19, sprava 47, park. 31. 

44. On learning to "speak Bolshevik," see Kotkin, Magnetic Mountain. At the regional 
Party plenary session dealing with Beria's report on June 12, 1953, editor of  Vil'na 
Ukraina, Panas lur, pointed out that while in 1945, Vil'na Ukraina received only 286 letters 
from the local population of Western Ukraine, this figure increased to 1,604 in 1948 and 
nearly doubled in 1951 to 3,113. Such letters grew to 4,068 in 1952, and in, the first five 
months of 1953 alone, the editorial office of Yil'na Ukraina had received as many as 2,000 
letters. DALO, fond P-3, opys 1, sprava 692, ark. 73-74. While these growing volumes of 
correspondence with the newspaper do not necessarily indicate approval of,Soviet power, 
they do suggest that natives of the region increasingly had to incorporate Soviet practices 
into their lives. v :  

45. Illya Semenov (Lemko), bom 1951, notes in his memoirs that natives of Galicia 
really did not join the Party in large numbers until the 1970s. Il'ko Lemko, L'viv monad 
use: spohady l'vivianyna druhoi polovyny 20-ho stolittia (L'viv: Piramida, 2003), ppL138- 
39. There is some documented evidence of this trend at the beginning of the decade;: where 
a regional Party committee plenary session resolution on political work in the region on 
November 20, 1971 criticized what it claimed was the forced growthof Party ranks in the 
region. DALO, fond P-3, opys 19, sprava 25, ark. 7. - -l r : 

46. DALO, fond P-92, opys 1, sprava 753, ark. 3 0 - 3 1 . '  : ■ ■ ui�.. ; . ,.: A 



outside Western Ukraine, still held power among young people in L'viv in 
the mid-1960s. In June 1966, another university Communist said, "You 
still hear from students such a word like 'moskali.' They still don't say 
'  S o v i e t s  ( s o v e t y ) . " ' 4 '  . 

These tensions between natives of Western Ukraine and those who ar- 
rived under Soviet rule surfaced in the rhetoric of members of the artists' 
union and workers of art production shops in the mid-1960s. As they quar- 
reled over mismanagement, poor quality products, salaries not paid, and 
other problems involving the local state Art Fund, workers of the Art 
Fund, who at one point went on strike, allegedly called the union a "gang 
of nationalists and fascists." They claimed that only natives of the region 
were receiving apartments, a claim that one member of the union vehe- 
mently denied. 48 Also, when the artists' union administration was elected 
in 1966 and half the communists on the ballot were not elected to it, alle- 
gations arose that members of the artists' union were making distinctions 
between natives and non-natives as well as displaying "national particular- 
i s m  ( n a t s i o n a l ' n a i a  o g r n n i c h e n o s t  � "  a n d  " n a t i o n a l i s m . " 4 9  

Based on this conflict at the artists' union, it is clear that among intel- 
lectuals there were "Easterners" who voiced their personal grievances by 
claiming to be discriminated in favor of locals, insinuating that these were 
"nationalist" elements affecting the health of the collective. An anonymous 
letter sent to the regional Party committee on February 4, 1971 expressed 
personal grievances in such a manner at the L'viv State Zoological- 
Veterinary Institute. The author of the letter claimed that the leadership of 
the institute was harassing Russians, Ukrainians from the eastern regions 
of Ukraine, and other nationalities, trying to replace them with natives of 
the region. This letter also suggested that activities during German occupa- 
tion and ties to the OUN-UPA ("Banderite") nationalist underground, 

47. DALO,'fond P-92, opys 1, sprava 759, ark. 61. 
48. References to this conflict are in DALO, fond R-1694, opys 1, sprava 306, ark. 28- 

29; DALO, fond R-1694, opys 1, sprava 301, ark. 30-32; DALO, fond R-1694, opys 1, 
sprava 314, ark. 10-13; DALO, fond R-1694, opys 1, sprava 308, ark. 31, 36, 41. At an 
election-report meeting of the union on March 6, 1966, Vitoshyns'kyj, head of the region's 
administration of culture, claimed such people were wrongly assuming that there were dis- 
tinctions being made between natives and non-natives. DALO, fond R-1694, opys 1, sprava 
308, ark. 31,41. , 

49. These allegations were made by Usov, Savin, and Majko, Party members and mem- 
bers of the union, at closed Party meetings of the artists' union held on March 9, 1966. 
These grievances over the election results also seemed linked to conflicts between the un- 
ion and workers of  the Art Fund. Union member Emmanuil Mys'ko said that the previous 
administration had been involved in "intrigue," and he called for an end to the strained rela- 
tions between the union and the Art Fund. DALO, fond P-3810, opys 1, sprava 18, ark. 15- 
17. 



priests, and other suspicious people had compromised the chancellor and 
vice-chancellor for research and others associated with them at the insti- 
t u t e .  5 0  

This denunciation of the leadership of the L'viv State Zoological- 
Veterinary Institute very likely was an attempt to get even with colleagues 
or attract attention to Party authorities. Yet this denunciation, along with 
the charges raised among members of the artist union and workers of the 
Art Fund, indicates the extent to which perceived differences between 
"Easterners" and "Westerners" had become real categories of thinking for 
people in L'viv that writers of denunciations could exploit. In some ways 
this revealed that tensions between natives of Western Ukraine and outsid- 

ers were far from over. There were continued assumptions that both groups 
of natives and non-natives were favoring their own rather than working to- 
gether as a team. 

Ukrainians in L'viv thus faced exclusion from positions of power and 
witnessed outsiders who treated them with condescension and imposed 
values and forms of behavior on them. In this sense, they became subject 
to the colonial practices of a regime fearful of becoming contaminated by 
alien "bourgeois" or "fascist" influences from the West rather than the co- 
lonial practices of an outside power interested in "civilizing" a "baek- 
wards" people. These Ukrainians who were natives of Galicia were not 
voiceless as typical subjects of subaltern studies in history.5' Yet like sub- 
alterns, they occupied a disadvantaged position in society, excluded from 
nearly all the region's leadership posts in the Party and state apparatuses. 
While local officials did promote the use of the Ukrainian language, in 
practice Russian was perceived as the more "progressive" one. It was im- 
posed on a population that had been for centuries not under Russian, but 
Habsburg and Polish rule. In addition, Ukrainian intellectuals native to the 
region had to conform to standards on what was "acceptable" to say about 
the recent Soviet past and what art was appropriate for Soviet viewers. In 
this way the native population of the region had to subordinate themselves, 
as subalterns do, to the practices and values of an outside power. 

Ukrainians in postwar L'viv, occupying a subaltern position in the So- 
viet Union in the sense mentioned above, resisted that position by living at 

'  i�  ' 
50. DALO, fond P-3, opys 19, sprava 67, ark. 34-40. A regional Party committee com- 

mission found most of the charges in the letter to have been groundless. DALO, fond P-3, 
opys 19, sprava 47, ark. 29-33. 

51 Far instance, see Ranajit Guha, Elementary A.spects of  Peasant Insurgency in Colo- 
nial India (Dehli: Oxford Univ. Press, 1983). In a similar manner, Partha Chatterjee as- 
sesses such voiceless subalterns as peasants, women, and outcasts in colonial Bengal soci- 
ety in The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial aMcf Po��eo/oy:M/ Histories (priacetor4 NJ: 
Princeton Univ. Press, 1993). � 



the borders of different projects of assimilation and domination. Walter 
Mignolo's postcolonial concept of border thinking suggests an explanation 
for this process. Mignolo defines border thinking as a way that subalterns 
resist the epistemologies imposed by global (colonial) projects (such as 
West European assumptions about the power of human reason or the na- 
tion-state as the political model for other societies). They occupy a posi- 
tion of thinking and feeling in between these projects of different colonial 
legacies, such as living in between languages left behind by different colo- 
nial pasts, known as bilanguaging.s2 In this aspect of bilanguaging, Mi- 
gnolo refers to subalterns whose worldviews differ greatly from, those of 
colonial projects they face (in assumptions about human reason, concep- 
tions of time, and so on). He makes reference to Amerindians confronting 
the radically different worldview of Spanish colonizers in North America 
and Africans in the Caribbean dealing with the different epistemology of 
French colonial masters. 53 Yet those living in between cultures of current 
and past practices practices of domination engage in an analogous process. 
Ukrainians in postwar L'viv, for instance, made use of the language of 
previous practices of domination, Polish, to resist the rigid ideological re- 
straints imposed on them as "bourgeois nationalist" elements on the west- 
ern periphery of the Soviet Union. 

Polish media as a source of bilanguaging 
As loyal citizens of the Soviet regime, Ukrainian intellectuals, students, 

and other youth in L'viv attempted to define themselves in ways that re- 
sisted their second-class status as Ukrainians stigmatized by their recent 
"bourgeois nationalist" past on the Soviet Union's western borderlands. 
One important way they could do this was through living in between a 
number of languages, namely, Polish, Ukrainian, and Russian. Polish, 
which had been the language of assimilationist projects by Polish national 
leaders in Galicia during Habsburg and interwar Polish times, became a 
tool of resistance in post-Stalinist Soviet L'viv, what Mignolo would call 
bilanguaging. In bilanguaging, Ukrainians made use of Polish-language 
mediate adapt to and turn to their advantage the marginalized position 
they had in Soviet Ukraine. 

In 1956, Poland's Communist regime underwent a series of compara- 
tively liberal reforms that allowed for much fewer restrictions on official 
media than in the Soviet Union. Inhabiting a city where Polish speakers 
were still quite prominent well into the 1960s, Ukrainians in L'viv made 

52. Walter D. Mignolo, Local Histories/Global Designs: Coloniality, Subaltern Knowl- 
edges, and Border Thinking (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ. Press, 2000). 

53. See ibid., pp. 239-47, 250-77. 



use of Polish language newspapers, journals, and books that had become e 
more readily available after 1956. City kiosks, the city bookstore Friend- 
ship (Druzhba), the Library of Foreign Literature, the Intourist Hotel 
downtown, and subscriptions through the local post office became impor- 
tant sources of Polish-language media for Ukrainians in L'viv.54 Ukrainian 
intellectuals in the city became frequent consumers, of Polish-language 
newspapers, journals, and books. One Polish journalist visiting in the city 
in November 1956 was impressed with the fact that many young writers he 
had met in L'viv were passionate readers of literary journals and newspa- 
pers from Poland.55 A young writer in the early 1970s, Mykola Riabchuk, 
recalled that at nearly every intellectual's home in L'viv there were at least 
s o m e  P o l i s h - l a n g u a g e  b o o k s  o n  t h e  b o o k s h e l v e s . 5 6  

Polish-language journals and books became critical sources for intellec- 
tuals and students who wanted to gain access to important literary and ar- 
tistic developments taking part in the rest of the world. Literary and artistic 
journals from Poland provided a healthy alternative to official Soviet pub- 
lications that denounced various contemporary innovations in the capitalist 
world. 17 Through the bookstore Druzhba, Ukrainian intellectuals gained 
access to Polish-language translations of existentialist philosophers such as 
Heidegger and Camus and contemporary writers such as Sylvia Plath from 
the "decadent" capitalist West. By contrast, Soviet translations of them 
were not allowed or were produced in such small quantities that no one in 
the provinces could fmd them or afford to pay for them on the black mar- 
kept. 58 

Publications from Poland also provided Ukrainian intellectuals in L'viv 
with an alternative past. Polish military history journals and propaganda 
works gave more information than official Soviet sources on the OUN- 
UPA, who had resisted Soviet rule in Western Ukraine in the immediate 

54. Iaroslav Isaievych, interview by the author, L'viv, tape recording, May 18, 1998; 
Nina Bichuia, interview by the author, L'viv, tape recording, April 20, 2000, Institute of 
Historical Research, L'viv National University; Natalia Chernysh, interview by the author, 
L'viv, tape recording, July 26,1999, Institute of Historical Research, L'viv National Univer- 
sity; Iurij Sandurs'kyj and Mykola Petrenko, interview by the author, L'viv, tape recording, 
March 24, 1999, Institute of Historical Research, L'viv National University; Teodozij Sta- 
rak, interview by the author, L'viv, tape recording, February 26, 1999, Institute of Histori- 
cal Research, L'viv National University; Mykola Riabchuk, "Pol'shcha, pol's'kyj, poliaky: 
Sproba Flolohichnoho kraieznavstva," Suchasnist' I 1 {Nov.1998): 143-44. 

55. Excerpts from a series of articles by this journalist, A. Ziemirskyj, on his trip to 
L'viv, published in the Warsaw newspaper Tribuna lilldu in December 1956, are repro- 
duced in Halajchak et al., Zakhidni zemli, 1953-1966, pp. 221-24. 

56. Riabchuk, "Pol'shcha, pol's'kyj, poliaky," p. 139. 
57. Dovboshyns'kyj, interview; Petruk, interview; Sandurs'kyj and Petrenko, interview. 
58. Riabchuk, "Pol'shcha, pol's'kyj, poliaky," pp. 139, 144. ; 



postwar years, providing further insight into historical alternatives to the 
Soviet system.59 

Through knowledge gained in Polish media, intellectuals in some cir- 
cles in L'viv challenged the ideological restrictions imposed on art and lit- 
erature. Members of the city's artists' union in the late 1950s had become 
so attracted to avant-garde trends in the Polish art journal Przeglgd that 
their own works had taken on "undesirable" influences, earning the rebuke 
of a high ranking artists' union official from Kyiv in 1959.60 Such rebukes 
suggested that L'viv artists in the establishment in effect were undermin- 
ing official Soviet art from within, adapting contemporary Western art 
trends they had noticed in Polish media. In the early 1970s, a group of lit- 
erary youth gathered at the home of underground poet Hryhorii Chubai to 
share Polish-language translations of avant-garde literature from the West, 
popular jazz music from Poland, and Polish reproductions of surrealist and 
other Western art masters. This group, recalls one of its participants, 
Mykola Riabchuk, deliberately rebelled against official Soviet culture 
through such Polish-language sources as they engaged in writing for 
friends and the desk drawer. 61 , 

Riabchuk, whose article on the influence of Polish media on L'viv is 
both autobiography and cultural studies, does reflect the degree to which 
Polish books, magazines, newspapers, and especially translations of con- 
temporary Western works could serve as a means of cultural resistance for 
nonconforming intellectuals. Among broader segments of the population, 
such acts occurred in ways less articulate, yet still directed in opposition to 
official Soviet media. Polish magazines, journals, and newspapers became 
channels of information about the rest of the world that Soviet media 

sources failed to provide. Sports magazines circulated among Ukrainians 
and told more about teams and athletes from around the world, and 
women's fashion magazines enjoyed popularity for similar reasons. 62 
Other journals provided young people with photos and stories of rock 
groups from the West whose recordings had yet to reach.L'viv, as well as 
occasional erotic photos Soviet publications did not dare publish.63 

59. Sandurs'kyj and Petrenko, interview. On Polish military history journals as a valu- 
able source of information, see Bohdan Horyn', "Dvyhun rukhu shistdesiatnykiv," in Do- 
brookyj: spohady pro Ivana Svitlychnoho, ed. Valerij Shevchuk et al. (Kyiv: "Chas," 1998), 
PP. 266-67. 

60. DALO, fond R-1694, opys 1, sprava 217, ark. 58-59. ' 
61. Riabchuk, "Pol'shcha, pol's'kyj, poliaky," pp. 144-45, 147. 
62. Ibid., pp. 143-44. 
63. As Lemko recalls in his memoirs, the illustrated weekly Panorama gained popular- 

ity among men in part because of its erotic photo on the next-to-last page of each issue. 
This magazine also provided music fans with the latest news on such groups as Black Sab- 
bath and Deep Purple. The newspaper Sztandar �l�llodych and the weekly magazine Na 



Along with newspapers, magazines, and journals from Poland, Polish 
radio and later television became other alternative sources of information 

for residents of L'viv. City residents in the 1960s and early 1970s had ac- 
cess to radio stations from Poland, which gave them sources of world news 
less encumbered by state ideology than Soviet channels and also American 
and British rock music, which was rarely, if ever, broadcast or distributed 
in the Soviet Union.64 Through relatives from Poland or the black market, 
students and other youth in L'viv in the late 1960s and early 1970s found 
records of American rock music (or Polish-produced recordings of them) 
and made copies of them on tape. They also discovered Polish-style rock 
groups that imitated Western counterparts and gave them further insight 
into popular culture in the West 6s 

By tuning in to Polish radio stations, flipping through popular maga- 
zines from Poland, and listening to Polish copies of American rock music 
or Polish imitators, broader segments of L'viv's population were taking 
part in their own subversion of the culture represented in official Soviet 
media. These consumers of items of Polish mass culture became ac- 
quainted with information about international events that Soviet media 
censored. They moreover took part in a global mass culture influenced by 
American hegemony after 1945. Rock music, fashion images, and sports 
heroes from abroad all became incorporated into these Ukrainians' lives. 
Despite living in a provincial city marked by intolerance of dissent, 
Ukrainians in L'viv were finding their own way to the rest of the world 
through the cultural capital of Polish-language media. 

In this search for alternative sources of information, Ukrainians in this 
city were not necessarily resisting the dominance of outsiders in the way 
that Mignolo's postcolonial subjects were. Outsiders as well as natives of 

prze�aj, both for young people, also provided such information on popular culture for 
Lemko and his contemporaries. Lemko, who later became leader of the amateur rock group 
"The Uncles (Vujky)," recalls that Polish media, as well as popular music journals from 
other neighboring socialist countries, far outdistanced their single Soviet contemporary, 
Rovesnik, in information on rock music from abroad. Lemko, L'viv ponad use, p. 136. 

64. Ibid., p. 143; interview with Mykola Riabchuk, Kyiv, tape recording, November 4, 
1999, Institute of Historical Research, L'viv National University; Chemysh, interview. Ri- 
abchuk and Chernysh indicate that Polish television became another valuable source of al- 
temative information, but in later years, when television antennas could locate Polish sta- 
tions. Lemko also recalls the influence of Polish radio, especially programs from Warsaw. 
Yet he also notes that the regional state radio station in L'viv also played rock hits at times, 
when rock musician Iurij Sharifov was DJ for Marta Kinesevych's Saturday program, "Mu- 
sic Shelf (Muzychna shafa)." Lemko, L'viv ponad use, pp. 41, 121. 1. 
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Lemko, L'viv ponad use, pp. 118-19; Riabchuk,.interview; Riabehuk, "Pol'shcha, pol's'kyj, 
poliaky," pp. 143-44. 



Western Ukraine turned to Polish media as an alternative to official Soviet 
media. As Roman Petruk, one former student of the Institute of Applied 
and Decorative Art in the late 1950s and early 1960s, recalls, some Rus- 
sian students in the institute dormitory studied Polish to read these alterna- 
tive texts. Not all natives of the region saw the consumption of such cul- 
tural capital as something positive. Petruk points out that his father, who 
had lived in Galicia in Polish times, took offense to him reading Polish 
texts. Poland had very negative connotations for such people as his father 
who had experienced national chauvinism and assimilation projects under 
Polish rule before 1939. They had a very different perception than Petruk, 
who regarded Polish translations and other Polish texts as a window to 
"Europeanness (!cwope/.! '�!'�')".� Yet it is also true that "Westerners" and 
"Easterners" alike were challenging the hegemony of official Soviet cul- 
ture in the sense that they were looking to alternative sources of informa- 
tion that conveyed values and modes of behavior marginalized or excluded 
from the Soviet press and other official media venues. 

Leaders of the regional Party committee in L'viv were well aware of 
Polish-language media being sources of alternative information to official 
Soviet ones. They pointed out their negative influence as they enforced 
ideological vigilance in the region. For example, the regional Party com- 
mittee in L'viv in a secret telegram to superiors in the republic on Novem- 
ber 30, 1956 asked that the sale of Polish-language newspapers in the city 
be curbed. A number. of them had lately contained controversial items re- 
lating to Soviet forces' violent suppression of the recent anti-communist 
uprising in Hungary, as well as articles that compromised Soviet literature 
and the world communist movement.6' When regional Party leaders faced 
demands by the Party's Central Committee in Moscow to improve ideo- 
logical work with the local population, one regional Party secretary noted 
in a report in 1973 that, among other things, foreign radio station broad- 
casts in Polish disoriented local residents. 611 While political crises com- 
pelled officials to point out the dangers of Polish-language media, such 
media continued to find their way to Ukrainians in the city all the way un- 
til the � fall of the Soviet Union. As a result, Ukrainians, along with other 
nationalities in L'viv, participated in cultural and intellectual developments 
taking'part in the rest of the world and challenged the hegemony of official 

66. Petruk, interview. ■ 
67. DALO, fond P-3, opys 5, sprava 397, ark. 206, quoted in Halajchak et al., Zakhidni 
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Soviet culture. For those who were natives of the region, this involved 
challenging the colonial practices that the Soviet state had encouraged. 

Polish encounters as a means of bilanguaging 
Official and unofficial ties with Poland as well as geographic proximity 

to Poland itself further facilitated this process of bilanguaging, among 
Ukrainians in L'viv. Located less than one hour by bus from the Polish 
border, L'viv served as a major stopping point for Polish visitors to 
Ukraine and black market trade between Poles and Ukrainians. A Central 
Committee report from Moscow in 1956 noted with concern that a lot of 
the approximately 700 Poles that had visited the L'viv Region in the past 
several months speculated in Polish consumer goods 69 In early November 
1956, some city students also expressed concern that visitors to L'viv from 
Poland were trading illegally and spreading "slanderous remarks about 
L'viv."'o 

A black market, with its own dialogue between Poles and Ukrainians, 
thrived in the decades after Stalin's death. This black market was still alive 
and well by the late 1960s and 1970s as Poles came to visit L'viv as tour- 
ists, relatives on a visit, or as people interested in making some business 
across the border (presumably under the guise of the two former catego- 
ries). These black market connections between Poles and Ukrainians be- 
came a source of American and other foreign rock-n-roll records, jeans, t- 
shirts, tennis shoes, sunglasses, and other fashions from abroad. 71 Personal 
contacts with Poles or Ukrainians living in Poland had become a crucial 
channel of information because it was still difficult for people in L'viv to 
obtain permission to travel even to Poland, a "brother socialist" country. 
Black market exchanges and family connections themselves became cru- 
cial venues of exchanging cultural capital. Through these informal net- 
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works young people found American rock music records, jeans, and other. 
goods from mass culture in the West not produced in the Soviet Union.'2 

In addition to these visitors from Poland, visits to Poland, while requir- 
ing the necessary political credentials, enabled many in L'viv to come 
face-to-face with a relatively more liberal world that subverted the hegem- 
ony of official Soviet media sources. For those less politically engaged, 
such trips therefore must have been a moment of discovery. In some ways 
the Soviet state encouraged such contacts through exchanges of official 
delegations from Poland and Soviet Ukraine from 1956 onward. Such ex- 
changes ostensibly were meant to build stronger ties between, socialist 
countries and have a positive influence on the Soviet Union's satellite 
states. Such motives led to the establishment of contacts between the west- 
ern regions of Ukraine and their counterparts on the other side of the Pol- 
ish border. 

The L'viv Region in this manner developed official ties with adjacent 
regions in Poland that led to a number of official exchanges over the 1950s 
and 1960s. A Central Committee decree from Moscow had established ties 

of friendship between the Lublin Region (wojewodstwo) and the L'viv Re- 
gion as early as May 17, 1956. 73 Such ties took on added importance in 
February 1958. In that month the Society of Polish-Soviet Friendship and 
the Ukrainian Association of Cultural Ties with Abroad developed an ex- 
tensive program of exchanges of delegations between neighboring border 
regions of Ukraine and Poland . 74 A total of 240 people from Ukrainian 
border regions were to visit the Polish border regions of Rzeszow and Lub- 
lin in small delegations for that year, as well as in 8 artistic ensembles that 
made up 370 people in all.75 After this trial experiment, such exchanges of 
delegations from border regions continued for a number of years to come. 
After L'viv had established ties with Rzeszow Region in 1959, a total of 
1 0 0  d e l e g a t i o n s  a n d  g r o u p s  v i s i t e d  e a c h  s i d e  b y  1966.76 :  

Plans drawn up by the Society of Polish-Soviet Friendship for the first 
year of exchanges suggest that a number of different segments of the popu- 
lation were involved in these official ties with Polish counterparts. Soccer 
teams,, theater, music, and dance ensembles, delegations of factory work� 
ers, and writers, artists, and scholars were among those to take part in ex- 
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changes with the Rzeszow Region and the Lublin Region in Poland .77 It 
was in the spirit of border exchanges between Poland and Soviet Ukraine 
that special ties developed between L'viv State University and Lublin 
University in Poland in 1956-58, with both sides exchanging delegations 
of students and faculty,78 

Despite the variety of exchanges that took place rbetween Poles and 
Ukrainians in 1958 and in succeeding years, delegates had to conform to 
rigorous standards of selection set by not only the Party, but also state se- 
curity organs. In the former Party archives, a list of workers of culture 
from the L'viv Region recommended for a trip to Rzeszow Region for 
April 19-23, 1958 had the signature of regional KGB chief Shevchenko in 
the margins. Shevchenko clearly had to give his approval to the final list of 
people suggested for this delegation. He most likely was the one crossing 
o u t  n a m e s  o n  t h e  l i s t  a n d  s u g g e s t i n g  f o r  a t  l e a s t  o n e  p e r s o n  a n  a l t e r n a t e .  7 9  

Good political credentials also were a must for other exchange programs 
that took place over the years. At L'viv State Polytechnic Institute, stu- 
dents who wanted to take part in student construction battalions in Poland 
and other "brother socialist" countries had to be, in the eyes of Communist 
Youth organs, "the best students who have actively taken part in the public 
life of the institute. "80 The same rules presumably held for 22 students,'all 
Communist Youth members, applying for work experience (praktyka) in 
Poland through the institute's Communist Youth committee on May 25, 
1974.� 

Yet even those activists who did go to Poland on various delegation vis- 
its and so forth took part in their own sort of bilanguaging, encountering 
Polish speakers who had closer ties to the West and lived under signifi- 
cantly fewer ideological restrictions. Delegation reports to L'viv regional 
Party leaders in 1958, the first year of extensive border exchanges between 
Soviet Ukraine and Poland, are revealing in this respect. Party activists and 
officials filing such reports on a visit to the Rzeszow Region on April 15- 
22, for instance, noted with disapproval that so many foreign films playing 
corrupted youth with "bourgeois ideology." Some theaters promoted plays 
that lacked a Party spirit. A number of films, songs, paintings, and musical 
works were "pessimistic" and "isolated from life," works "with an orienta- 
tion toward the capitalist West." Needless to say, delegation participants 
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happened to be consuming such attributes of "bourgeois ideology." The 
delegation to the Rzeszow Region had watched a French film and had been 
to a play that smacked of formalism.82 

A group of 15 Pioneer youth from the L'viv Region traveling through 
Poland in June of 1958 encountered all sorts of "harmful" influences.83 At 

a Pioneer camp in the Lublin Region, "Girls perm their hair (nakruchivaiut 
volosy), paint their toenails, sing adult songs, and dance to rock-n-roll." 
The Pioneers furthermore heard from Polish school children on their trip to 
Warsaw that Poles, supplied with cars and other American goods, lived 
much better than they did. While in the Polish capital, residents made un- 
kind remarks about them, and Polish Pioneers (harcerzy) had the audacity 
to say that the Poles, not the Soviet Union, had supplied the funds for the 
city's Palace of Culture.84 For many Pioneers from L'viv on the trip, direct 
contact with Poles must have been quite a revelation about what the Soviet 
system was not and how others viewed Soviet citizens negatively. Perhaps 
many of these young people remained convinced that Poles in Warsaw 
were slandering the Soviet Union and insulting them, but at the same time 
some probably did develop a different perspective on the Soviet Union 
through such direct encounters with Poles. 

Despite close restrictions on travel, evidence from former Party archives 
clearly indicates that private visits to Poland, presumably to relatives there, 
were taking place in the L'viv Region on a fairly significant scale. A re- 
gional Party committee report to the Central Committee in Kyiv, dated Oc- 
tober 24, 1973, indicated a noticeable contingent of people going abroad 
for private purposes. In 1972, for instance, there were as many as 20,452 
Soviet citizens from the region going abroad privately. By contrast, those 
going abroad in tourist groups only amounted to a total of 3,690 that 
year.85 Since the report emphasized that a large portion of the population 
of the L'viv Region had relatives living in Poland, these people going 

' abroad for private reasons most definitely were going to see family there.86 
Official institutions, to be sure, had to support applications for such trips. 
The L'viv State Conservatory's Party committee, for instance, in June 
1971 issued a number of recommendations (kharakterystyky) to students 
who needed permission to go on trips to see relatives in Poland.87 Yet these 
figures for the region indicate that it was possible for at least p o r t i o n  of  
the population to visit Poland on its own. 
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In these official and unofficial visits to Poland, Ukrainians from L'viv 
in some cases had opportunities to engage in a much freer intellectual cli- 
mate compared to the Soviet Union. Iaroslav Isaievych, as a scholar in 
medieval Ukrainian history at the Institute of Social Sciences in L'viv, in 
trips to Poland (first in 1961, then yearly from 1967) enjoyed much easier 
access to Western publications, being able to read them in libraries and 
even in coffeehouses. In libraries, access to closed depositories did not re- 
quire permission from police organs or other state institutions, as they did 
in the Soviet Union,.88 Yet others simply became acquainted with foreign 
films, popular music, fashions, and attitudes toward the Soviet system that 
simply could not be found at home. Private visits to Poland and participa- 
tion in official exchanges to Poland enabled some Ukrainians in L'viv to 
challenge the stereotypes from official Soviet media through information 
gained from interaction with Polish speakers. It is very likely that these 
people in personal contacts with Poles did not always formulate new views 
on the Soviet system. Yet many of them must have gained a new perspec- 
tive on that system in their exchanges of black market goods, books, 
magazines, and personal opinions about life in the Soviet Union and in Po- 
land. 

Conclusion 

Ievhen Lazarenko made a fair claim when he said Soviet policies in 
Western Ukraine and the city of L'viv resembled those of colonizers. De- 
spite efforts to promote elements of national particularism in L'viv and 
other parts of the region, Soviet officials here saw Western Ukraine as 
"contaminated" with "bourgeois nationalist" elements that needed to be 
neutralized or eliminated. Party and state officials who came to the region 
imposed the Russian language and their own definition of Soviet culture 
on the local population. Thousands of professionals who came to L'viv 
from other parts of the Soviet Union did not always behave this way, yet 
many saw themselves as helping a "backward" region and therefore 
viewed natives with condescension. Therefore, relations between "East- 
erners" and "Westerners" were complex and fraught with tension. "West- 
erners," Ukrainians native to the region, had in many respects become like 
colonial subjects in Soviet Ukraine, subject to processes of domination and 
assimilation by outsiders. 

To accommodate and resist such colonial practices in the Soviet Union, 
natives of Western Ukraine, along with others in L'viv, turned to the lan- 
guage of previous practices of domination and assimilation, Polish. News- 
papers, radio and TV broadcasts, journals, and books from Poland, �as well 
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as contacts with Poles, became means by which intellectuals, young peo- 
ple, and others in L'viv could subvert the hegemony enjoyed by Soviet 
media sources and offer an alternative way of looking at the world. In this 
sense, Ukrainians in L'viv were engaged in what post-colonial theorist 
Walter Mignolo would call "bilanguaging."  ̀ ' 

Such a process had parallels in the Baltic States, where natives-of those 
republics also faced a culture and language imposed by an outside power 
in the immediate postwar years. Unlike in Western Ukraine, nationalities 
of the Baltic States spoke languages considerably more different from 
Russian, and Soviet policies toward culture in these republics were mark- 
edly more literal than elsewhere in the Soviet Union. Yet Lithuanians 
made use of Polish-language publications, personal contacts across the 
border, and radio and television as alternative channels of information not 
available in the Soviet Union. Similar connections were taking place be- 
tween Finland and Estonia, though to a lesser extent.89 

In L'viv, practices of domination and assimilation promoted by the So- 
viet Union and resistance to them were quite different from those dealt 
with by such post-colonial theorists as Walter Mignolo. Ukrainians in 
L'viv, along with Latvians in Riga and Estonians in Tallinn, unlike coun- 
terparts in the Central Asian republics, were dealing with an outside power 
not so alien in terms of culture and general assumptions about the world.90 
In addition, Polish-language media and contacts with Poles, while break- 
ing down the monopoly of information enjoyed by official Soviet media 
sources, did not become the exclusive enterprise of natives of Western 
Ukraine. "Easterners" as well as "Westerners" were engaged in it, as Ro- 
man Petruk's recollections of Russian art students in L'viv studying Polish 
suggest. 

On the other hand, Ukrainians in L'viv who were natives of Western 
Ukraine did face forms of domination and assimilation that they resisted in 

' part through the language of a former power in the region. As with natives 
of the Baltic States, natives of Western Ukraine were regarded as politi- 
cally "hostile" elements "infected" in the past by the bourgeois West and 
Nazi occupiers. Political repression in Stalinist times did much to margin- 
alize the natives of Western Ukraine and cause great distrust as well as co- 
operation among "Easterners" and "Westerners." While perceived as pro- 
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vincials in need of reeducation, Ukrainians in L'viv who were natives of 
the region turned to Polish-language media and contacts with Poles as an 
act of resistance. In these sources of information, they found new insight 
into popular culture and intellectual developments taking place in the rest 
of the world. In the process they defined themselves in ways that did not 
always conform to official expectations of what was properly Soviet and 
Ukrainian. 
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