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TARAS HUNCZAK 

Polish Colonial Ambitions 
in the Inter- War Period 

ONE of the most interesting political anachronisms of this century was the 
Polish demand for colonies. The movement developed rapidly in size and 
intensity in the early 1930S and reached its climax in 1938-39. Ironically, 
the Poles clamored for colonies at a time when plans were being prepared 
to turn Poland herself into one of the first colonies of the Third Reich. In 
pursuing this course of action the Poles fell victim to the spirit of vol- 
untarism, confusing the will to power with the precondition for great- 
power status. 

The origin of the Polish colonial movement may be dated October i, 
1918, when an organization called Polska Bandera (Polish Flag) was 
founded by a group of twenty-five men for the purpose of popularizing 
the importance of the sea to Poland's national interest and encouraging 
Polish youth to participate in inland and maritime navigation. When- 
ever possible the organization sought to cooperate with the government in 
order to establish closer links with influential circles of Poland. Polska 
Bandera grew rapidly, and toward the end of May 1919, its program having 
been greatly expanded, it gave way to a new organization, the League of 
Polish Navigation (Liga Zeglugi Polskiej). The charter of the new organi- 
zation also stated its concern for the development of a merchant marine, 
navy, and maritime trade.1 

By April 1924 this organization adopted the name Maritime and River 
League (Liga Morska i Rzeczna), and seven months later it published the 
first issue of its official organ, Morze (The Sea). Consul Kazimierz Glu- 
chowski expanded its organizational framework when on February 6, 1928, 
he founded the Union of Colonial Pioneers (Zwiazek Pionierow Kolonial- 
nych), which advocated the acquisition of overseas possessions.2 At the frst 
general convention of the Maritime and River League in Katowice 
(October 2o-21, 1928) the delegates formalized their demands for colonies.3 
Indeed, when the League met in Gdynia late in October 1930 for its 
Third Congress, it once again changed its name, this time to the Maritime 
and Colonial League (Liga Morska i Kolonjalna), thus unequivocally 

1 Rocznik Morski i Kolonialny 1938 (Warsaw, 1938), p. 400. 
2For details concerning the organization and its membership, see Stanislaw Zielinski, 

Maly Solownik Pionier6w Polskich Kolonialnych i Morskich (Warsaw, 1933; a publication 
of the Instytut Wydawniczy Ligi Morskiej i Kolonjalnej). 

3 See Cz. Zag6rski, "Dwadziejscia lat pracy LMK," Morze, Nov. 1938, p. 9. 
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POLISH COLONIAL AMBITIONS 649 

proclaiming its commitment to overseas expansion. The election of Gen- 
eral Gustaw Orlicz-Dreszer to the presidency of the League gave the orga- 
nization a man of tireless energy who was completely dedicated to mak- 
ing Poland a colonial power.4 To provide a financial basis for the pursuit 
of their colonial ambitions, the delegates to the Fourth Congress, meeting 
in 1932, created a Fund for Colonial Action. 

By the end of 1932 the Maritime and Colonial League was well on its 
way to becoming a significant political factor in Poland. This is shown by 
the fact that when the Committee for a National Fleet (Komitet Floty 
Narodowef), a government-affiliated agency, was dissolved, the Council 
of Ministers passed a resolution on January 20, 1933, giving the Maritime 
and Colonial League the task of coordinating and collecting auxiliary 
funds for the building of the Polish navy. To carry out this program a 
separate public property fund, known as the Fund for Maritime Defense 
(Fundusz Obrony Morskiel), was established. By March 1935 it had collected 
and deposited in separate accounts almost two million zlotys5 in cash 
and over a half million zlotys in various papers of value.6 The Fund for 
Maritime Defense was impressively successful. In the next two and one 
half years the funds collected rose to 8.2 million zlotys.7 General Kazi- 
mierz Sosnkowski, a man highly influential in military circles, became the 
chairman of the administration of the Fund and was also appointed 
the delegate of the government to the organization.8 In the latter capacity 
General Sosnkowski could act as a liaison between the government and 
the Maritime and Colonial League, of which the Fund for Maritime De- 
fense was a subordinate body. 

While thus establishing valuable contacts with the government, the 
League also started a nationwide campaign to popularize the idea of 
Polish colonies. Hoping that glorious adventures of the past would be- 
come a source of inspiration for the future, it exalted Polish explorers of the 
nineteenth century. In 1933 the League published a book on Stefan Rogo- 
zinski's expedition to Africa in 1882-83, in which it was suggested that 
even at that time Polish explorers were thinking in terms of colonies.9 

4 Gustaw Orlicz-Dreszer (1889-1936) started his military career in the famed First Brigade 
of the Polish Legions. In 1918 he was promoted to the rank of general. From 1930 to 
1935 he served as an Army Inspector, and in 1936 he was nominated inspector of the Air 
Force. For details see Polska Akademia Umiejetnogci, Polski STownik Biograficzny (Kark6w, 
1939), V, 365-68. 

At this time 5.18 zlotys equaled approximately one U.S. dollar. 
State Department Archives, National Archives of the United States (Washington) 

(hereafter cited as SDNA), Document, No. 86o c.43, Maritime and Colonial League, En- 
closure No. 1, to despatch No. 655, April 3, 1935, from the Embassy at Warsaw, pp. 1-2. 

7Morze, Nov. 1938, p. 30. 
8Zag6rski, p. 1o. Sosnkowski was one of the highest ranking generals in Poland. From 

1920 to 1924 he had held the portfolio of Minister of Military Affairs. While one of the 
Inspectors of the Army (1927-39) he was entrusted with the task of preparing a plan for 
the reorganization of the armaments of the Polish Army as well as with the development of 
the war industry. See Kazimierz Sosnkowski, Materialy Historyczne (London, 1966), pp. 
xiv-xvii. 

9 See Stanislaw Zielinski, Wyprawa Stefana S. Rogozhiiskiego do Afryki (Warsaw, 1933), 
P. 35. 
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650 SLAVIC REVIEW 

The Maritime and Colonial League, with only 8o sections and a mem- 
bership of 44,000 in 1928, by 1934 had 12oo sections throughout Poland, 
looo school societies, and a membership exceeding 250,000. By the begin- 
ning of 1931 numerous societies called Friends of the Polish Sea had been 
organized in the United States, Canada, South America, Manchukuo, 
Australia, France, Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Germany.'0 

During 1935 the Polish demand for colonies gained in intensity. As 
Mussolini demanded Ethiopia and the Germans clamored for the return of 
their pre-World War I colonies, so the Poles, anxious not be left out of any 
future colonial settlement, also announced their territorial expectations. 
The leaders of the Maritime and Colonial League were constantly on the 
alert for a favorable opportunity to present their definite demands." In 
the meantime they argued at home and abroad that the Polish need for 
colonies was real and urgent. In an article entitled "The Fight for 
Colonies," which appeared in October 1935, the following argument was 
presented: 

We Poles, like the Italians, are facing a great problem of accommodating and em- 
ploying a large population increase. We Poles, like the Italians, have the right to 
demand that export markets as well as areas for settlement be opened to us, so 
that we may obtain raw materials necessary to the national economy under condi- 
tions similar to those enjoyed by the colonial states.' 

Similar arguments on behalf of Polish interests were advanced more 
pointedly by Kazimierz Jezioranski, a devoted champion of Polish over- 
seas expansion.'3 In his article "Gdynia and Colonies" he maintained that 
colonies were essential to the economic and political well-being of the 
modern state. Therefore, he argued, if Poland were to take full advantage 
of the development of its navy and merchant marine, it would have to 
gain access to the sources of colonial raw materials which played an im- 
portant part in the economic life of Poland. He deemed it imperative, 
moreover, that Poland should control the production and transportation of 
those raw materials. "This," he maintained, "can only happen when we 
shall control the areas of production, when we shall have colonies." 14 

The political objectives of the League were clearly stated by Jan Debski, 
a former member of the parliament and a well-known political figure in 
Poland. In his article entitled "Our Colonial Aspirations" Debski said: 

Poland, in order to live up to her geopolitical position, must develop life dynamics. 
We must and can be a great nation, a powerful state. For that reason the ideology 
of the Maritime and Colonial League was permeated with the thought of Poland's 

" SDNA, Document No. 86o C.43, Maritime and Colonial League, p. 4. 
11 See Gilbert Maroger, L'Europe et la Question Coloniale (Paris, 1938), p. 263. 
la J.D., "Walka o Kolonje," Morze, Oct. 1935, p. 4. See also Michael Pa?kiewicz, "Zadamy 

mandatu Kolonialnego," ibid., p. 5. 
13 See Jezioran'ski, "0 Polskie postulaty Kolonjalny," Morze, Nov. 1936, p. 1. 
14 Jezioran'ski, "Gdynia a Kolonje," Morze, Jan. 1936, p. 15. 
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POLISH COLONIAL AMBITIONS 65I 

greatness and power; for that reason the mottoes of expansion illuminate all our 
undertakings." 

Economic needs were pushed into the background by this authoritative 
statement. What Poland wanted was power. 

Debski was a spokesman of the League, by November 1936 a powerful 
organization boasting a membership of 500,000.16 There are indica- 
tions that he voiced the sentiments of many Poles, including Poland's 
foreign minister, Colonel Beck, whose official position compelled him to ex- 
press his views with circumspection.'7 According to Leon Surzyn'ski, a 
deputy marshal of the Sejm, Colonel Beck was the first to chart the course 
of action designed to elevate Poland to a colonial power.'8 On September 
19, 1936, Beck proposed to the League of Nations that the membership of 
the Permanent Commission of the Colonial Mandates be increased.19 He 
made an even more direct demand for an outlet for Poland's surplus 
population, especially the Jews, in his speech to the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Senate on December 18, 1936.20 The chorus of prominent 
Poles insisting that "Poland must have colonies" rose in a crescendo. 

The German consulate in Poznan' took note of the increasing Polish 
interest in the colonial question. On November 27, 1936, it reported to 
Berlin that, according to the Polish press, the Poles hoped to achieve their 
colonial ambitions by obtaining some of the former German colonies in 
Africa. Their claim rested on the argument that, since Poland consti- 
tuted 9 percent of the entire territory of the former German Empire and 
the Polish population made up 7 percent of the entire population of the 
Empire, Poland, as a successor state, was entitled to the same proportion of 
the pre-World War I German colonies. The report made special reference 
to Nowy Kurjer, which considered it possible for Poland to gain a colonial 
mandate under the auspices of the League of Nations. Making specific 
reference to Togo and Kamerun, Nowy Kurjer contended that Poland's 
control of them would not disadvantage any other state.2' 

In 1937 the Miaritime and Colonial League succeeded in having the 
week of June 29 proclaimed Week of the Sea, to popularize the idea of 
Poland's maritime development for commercial and defense purposes. The 
Central Committee was headed by General Kazimierz Sosnkowski, and the 
President of Poland, Ignacy Mo?cicki, Marshal Edward Smigly-Rydz, and 

1Deqbski, "Nasze d4ienia Kolonialne," Morze, Oct. 1936, p. 1. 
l Morze, Nov. 1936, p. 1. 
17 For a contemporary German writer's view of the League as a powerful political 

organization and in certain respects a leader of the Polish nation, see Adalbert Hahn, "Die 
polnische See und Kolonialliga," Osteuropa (Berlin), Nov. 1936, p. log. 

18Sprawy Morskie i Kolonialne (Warsaw, 1939; a publication of the Instytut Naukowy 
Ligi Morskiej i Kolonialnej), I, 186. 

19 Morze, Oct. 1936, p. 2. For Beck's consistent interest in the colonial question, especially 
with respect to emigration and raw materials, see Jozef Beck, Beitrdge zur europdischen 
Politik 1932-39 (Essen, 1939), pp. 295-96, 336-37, 362-63, 423, 431-34, 517. 

20 The New York Times, Dec. 19, 1936, p. 2. 
" Auswirtiges Amt Archiv (microfilm), Deutsches Zentralarchiv, Document No. 2391/ 

D5000s4-o37, Deutsches Generalkonsulat, Posen, Nov. 27, 1936. 
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the Primate of Poland, Cardinal August Hlond, sponsored Week of the 
Sea, thereby giving it spiritual, military, and political support. The first 
sentence of the proclamation declared, in large type, "We want a powerful 
navy and colonies." 22 

In an effort to obtain international support for their colonial ambi- 
tions, the Poles presented their case to the French Foreign Minister, Yvon 
Delbos, during his visit to Poland in December 1937. While expressing his 
sympathy for the Polish demands, the French visitor cautioned the Poles 
against making any inappropriate territorial demands at the moment.23 

To implement its program, the Maritime and Colonial League actually 
purchased the so-called "Indian reserve land" in Brazil. Similarly, it 
acquired a number of plantations in Liberia, and a pioneering trading 
activity was undertaken on the west coast of Africa. In addition to these 
moves, the League carried on a special propaganda program designed to 
strengthen Poland's maritime resources; it organized youth camps at lakes 
and seashores, offered courses in navigation, and in 1933 and 1934 en- 
couraged participation in excursions to the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea.24 

A major aspect of the League's propaganda activities was its publica- 
tions program. By 1935 it was putting out three periodicals: the monthly 
publications Morze and Polska Na Morzu, with a circulation of 140,000 and 
135,000 respectively, and the scientific quarterly Sprawy Morskie i Koloni- 
alne, with a circulation of 4000. Other publications included Szkwal and 
Gazetka Morska. Besides periodicals, the League published books and 
pamphlets, propagandist, scientific, and literary. In 1934 the number of 
publications, exclusive of periodicals, exceeded 6oo,ooo copies.25 

The climax of the League's efforts to popularize the idea of colonies 
was reached in 1938. Much of its success could be attributed to the fact 
that it was able to involve in its activities some of the most influential 
Polish leaders. General Kazimierz Sosnkowski, for instance, became Pro- 
tector of the Maritime and Colonial League.26 Shortly thereafter President 
Mo?cicki accepted honorary membership in the League.27 In more ac- 
tive roles were General Stanislaw Kwasniewski, who was the president of 
the organization, and J6zef Kozuchowski, Vice-Minister of Industry and 
Commerce, who was elected President of the Main Council.28 

In March 1938 the League began to prepare for the greatest campaign in 
its existence to promote the colonial idea. Under General Kwasniewski the 
Executive Committee arranged for popular exhibitions, graphs, and other 
visual aids to show the Polish people how the problems of trade, raw 
materials, and emigration affected the future of their country. The second 

22 Morze, July 1937, P:. 1 
23 Werner Markert, "Ubersichten," Osteuropa, Jan. 1938, p. 273. 
24 SDNA, 86o c.43, Maritime and Colonial League, p. 3. 
22 See Rocznik Polityczny i Gospodarczy (Warsaw, 1938), p. 597; SDNA, 86o c.43, Maritime 

and Colonial League, pp. 3-4. 
26 Morze, Jan. 1938, pp. 1-2. 
27 Morze, Feb. 1938, p. 2. 
28 Rocznik Morski i Kolonialny, p. 404. 
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objective of the campaign was to demonstrate to the world that the 
League demanded colonies for Poland on behalf of the entire population, 
and to lend strength to this claim, the Polish population was mobilized to 
participate in the festivities and demonstrations.29 

A proclamation designating April 7-13 as "Colonial Days" under the 
sponsorship of General Sosnkowski was published in Morze. 

Poland lacks raw materials necessary for the economic development of the country. 
We are every year paying large sums to foreigners who control the sources of raw 
materials and their trade. Today Poland is fighting in the international arena for 
free access to overseas colonies and for direct participation in the production and 
exploitation of raw materials. We base our demands on the tremendous increase 
of population and the necessity to develop national industry.... We demand free 
access to raw materials! ... We demand colonies for Poland.30 

In the same issue of Morze Dr. W. Roziiski, chief of the Colonial Depart- 
ment of the Main Administration of the Maritime and Colonial League, 
reiterated the usual economic reasons for colonial needs, concluding that 
Africa could supply such necessary raw materials and produce as cotton, 
rice, coffee, and cacao.31 

The League's demands for colonies found few critics in Polish society. 
One bold critical voice spoke out in Kurier Polski on the occasion of the 
celebrations. Contending that everything that could possibly have been 
divided had already been claimed and taken over by others, the critical 
article also suggested that "the period of European conquest of colonial 
territories had come to an end." Recent developments in Ethiopia were 
not only an exception; they obviously constituted a military conquest. 
"Poland, however," Kurier Polski concluded, "will not conquer ... faraway 
regions. That is absurd." 32 

Nevertheless, the response of the Polish population to the festivities 
provided the League with the support and participation it needed. The 
numerous letters, telegrams, and reports sent to the League indicated that 
millions of Poles participated in the "Colonial Days." A festive spirit 
reigned in the country. Buildings were decorated with Polish flags and 
the League's placards demanding colonies for Poland.33 In all the towns 
special morning masses were held with appropriate statements by the 
priests. Thousands of people marched through the streets, representing 
the government and the military as well as various public, professional, 

29See J. L., "Chcemy Kolonji dla Polski," Morze, March 1938, pp. 4-6. 
Morze, April 1938, p. i. In fact the earlier trend of 1930-31 toward a rather high 

natural population growth (i6 percent) had suffered a considerable decline. By 1938 
the natural increase was only 10.7 percent (Dudley Kirk, Europe's Population in the Inter- 
war Years [Princeton, 1946; "League of Nations Publications"], p. 6o). 

31 "Polska musi miec Kolonje," Morze, April 1938, p. 7. 
32"Z Krega marze6 do realnych postulat6w," Kurier Polski (Warsaw), April 17, 1938, 

p.6. 
One placard was described as showing a ship with a Polish flag near an unknown 

exotic shore. On the shore a Negro carried on his back a large box marked "72 kg." 
Wiktor Grosz, U Zr6del Wrzesnia I939 [Warsaw, 1949], P. 21). 
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labor, and youth organizations. In Poznan the number of marchers was 
estimated at 40,000, in Tourun' 2o,ooo. The most imposing gathering was 
held in Warsaw, where General Kwasniewski gave a speech outlining in 
detail Poland's colonial ambitions.34 According to the United States am- 
bassador to Poland, Drexel Biddle, "Colonial Week" of 1938 was celebrated 
"on a larger scale and awakened more popular and official enthusiasm 
and support than [any such celebration] heretofore." 35 

The success of "Colonial Days" strengthened the position of the Mari- 
time and Colonial League and resulted in an unprecedented increase of 
its membership. On January i, 1938, the League counted 689,515 mem- 
bers; by October 1, 1938, as a result of its spring and summer campaigns, 
membership had risen to 841,278.36 As a sequel to the "Colonial Week" 
festivities the League organized an excursion to Italy, hoping to bring its 
members into contact with Italian organizations "related by blood to the 
Maritime and Colonial League." 37 

The celebration failed in attaining the second objective of the League; 
it did not convince the rest of the world of Poland's case for colonies.38 
The Western press largely ignored the demonstrations. The German press 
was almost exclusively concerned with the elections in Austria; The New 
York Times dismissed the "Colonial Week" with a brief note,39 and the 
Soviet press treated it with similar reserve.40 

Another week of celebrations-"Week of the Sea," June 23-30, 1938, 
again under the sponsorship of President Moscicki, Marshal Smigly-Rydz, 
and Cardinal Hlond-focused on the importance of the sea and maritime 
trade to the Polish economy. The official proclamation of the League, 
which alluded to the justice of Polish colonial demands as well, stated that 
in order to become a sea power, Poland had to develop a strong navy.4' 

The colonial issue became especially acute in the last quarter of 1938 
and the first quarter of 1939. It did so in spite of-or perhaps because of- 

34 For an excellent report on the various activities held during the "Colonial Days," see 
"Po Dniach Kolonialnych," Morze, May.1938, pp. 23-25. 

35 The Ambassador thought that much of the enthusiasm displayed by the Poles in the 
course of the "Colonial Week" could "quite definitely be traced to the spirit generated 
during the course of the recent Polish-Lithuanian crisis when the latent imperialism of the 
Polish people was fanned into open flame." He also felt that German behavior in Central 
Europe and the growing manifestations of Germany's interest in the colonial questions in- 
fluenced Polish official circles to participate more actively in the observance of "Colonial 
Week." See SDNA, Document No. 86o C.014/57, report of Drexel Biddle, Jr., to the Secretary 
of State, April 22, 1938, p. 2. 

Se Morze, March 1938, p. 36, and Dec. 1938, p. 33. 
37 Morze, March 1938, p. 37. 
88 R. Piotrowicz expressed the hope that the normalization of the immediate problems 

of Europe would reopen the colonial question ("Walka o Kolonje," Tygodnik Illustrowany 
[Warsaw], April 1938, p. 307). 

39 The New York Times, April 11, 1938. 
40 See Pravda and Izvestiia, April 8, 1938. 
4"Morze, July 1939, p. 1. In 1938 the Polish merchant marine consisted of 54 ships total- 

ing 112,600 gross tons. Poland's navy, manned by 325 officers and 3000 sailors, consisted of 
2 torpedo boats, 4 destroyers, 2 submarines, a minelayer, 2 gunboats, a surveying vessel, a 
training ship, a transport, 6 minesweepers, 6 riverboats, 8 river gunboats, and 2 tugs. See 
Jane's Fighting Ships (London, 1938), pp. 391-95. 
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the threats raised by German revisionists with respect to Gdynia.42 The 
cause of Polish colonialism was greatly aided by the highly influential 
Camp of National Unity (Ob6z Zjednoczenia Narodowego) when it en- 
dorsed the expansionist program of the Maritime and Colonial League, as 
stated in Point i2 of the Camp's "colonial theses": "Polish colonial de- 
mands, being an evidence of the vital interests and concerns for the future 
of the Polish people, express one of Poland's most important national in- 
terests.'' 43 

It was during this period that the Polish government began to display a 
greater interest in colonial matters.44 This is well illustrated by the fact 
that when Colonel Beck suggested subjects for discussion during his coming 
visit to London, he included the colonial problem among them. In view 
of the mounting tensions in European politics, Lord Halifax felt that 
Beck's suggestion was devoid of all realism. Therefore, in his telegram to 
Ambassador Kennard of March 8, 1939, he categorically refused to ac- 
cept that point of Beck's proposal. "As regards subjects for discussion, the 
colonial question is not one which I am willing to discuss with Colonel 
Beck. Please make an opportunity of letting him know, as discreetly but as 
clearly as you can, that as there is no colonial question between the United 
Kingdom and Poland, there is, so far as I know, nothing to discuss." 45 On 
March io Beck's chef de cabinet informed the counselor of the British 
Embassy of Beck's surprise. He suggested that Halifax outline the subjects 
he wished to discuss, for, if too severe limitations were imposed on their 
discussions, perhaps Beck's visit would serve a better purpose at some later 
date. The British official replied that since the colonial campaign in Po- 
land was in full swing, Halifax wished to avoid any misunderstandings re- 
garding this issue. Ambassador Kennard felt that the message of Halifax 
to Beck "was justified and useful since the Polish Government support of 
colonial campaign is liable to mislead general public here." 46 

This aspect of Beck's policy can probably be explained by the influence 
of the Maritime and Colonial League, whose political aims evidently ap- 
pealed to basic national ideals. The campaign for a more powerful 
Poland, skillfully conducted by the League, met with the tacit approval 
of the government.47 Indeed, Professor Waclaw Jedrzejewicz, a former 

42 For the influence of Gdansk, Gdynia, and the "Corridor" on the Maritime and Colonial 
League, see Rocznik Morski i Kolonialny x938, pp. 403, 407-8, 415. 

'3Sprawy Morskie i Kolonialne, I, 178-81. On March 3, 1939, the British Ambassador 
in Warsaw reported: "The problem of overseas settlement and raw materials looms large 
in the public consciousness of this country, and a propaganda campaign on the subject is 
in the process of being launched by the Camp of National Unity" (Documents on British 
Foreign Policy x9I9-39, Third Series, IV [London, 1951], 179). 

" Indeed, German observers felt that the Polish government and certain influential in- 
dividuals were behind all the colonial demands advanced by the Maritime and Colonial 
League; see Auswartiges Amt Archiv (microfilm), Deutsches Zentralarchiv, Document No. 
2391 /D5ooo22-23, Polens Forderung nach Kolonien und der Polnische Lebensraum, Mai 
22, 1939. 

a Documents on British Foreign Policy x9I9-39, Third Series, IV, 205. 
'6 Ibid., p. 217. 

The propaganda aimed at convincing the Polish population that Poland was or should 
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Minister of Education of Poland, suggests that in view of the military dis- 
advantage of Poland in relation to Germany and the Soviet Union, such 
propaganda was a psychological necessity, in order to create high morale 
and a feeling of confidence. The only alternative would have been a 
sense of futility and defeatism, which Poland could ill afford in the 
1930S.48 While it seems likely that these considerations influenced Beck in 
his support of the colonial movement,49 on the basis of evidence available, 
it seems that his primary objective was to obtain free access to sources of 
raw materials and to areas for settlement. 

According to American diplomats stationed in Poland, economic and 
political pressures prompted the Polish government to give its blessing to 
the colonial movement. North Winship, the counselor to the United States 
Embassy in Warsaw (1937-39), for instance, felt that the landed class wished 
"to facilitate emigration of landless peasants in order to avoid as far as 
possible the parcellation of the large estates which otherwise would appear 
unavoidable." 50 Drexel Biddle, Jr., who in 1937 replaced John Cudahy as 
United States ambassador to Poland, expressed a similar view about what he 
considered "officially inspired propaganda" on the colonial issue. In 
his report to the Secretary of State of April 22, 1938, he noted that if the 
radical minded Polish peasantry were well organized, it could, "it is feared, 
enforce a genuine land reform and dispossess, both economically and 
politically, the group now ruling Poland." To prevent this, "the land- 
owner class and numerous government offcials support the colonial pro- 
gram for Poland." Speaking of the "Colonial Days" celebration, the Am- 
bassador felt that the entire affair was born out of the necessity of find- 
ing "suitable outlets for the surplus farm population as well as for the 
unwelcome Jewish minority." 51 

When Colonel Beck lent the prestige of his high office to the colonial 
movement, he must have known that Poland's chances for a colonial man- 
date or access to colonial raw materials were practically nil. Nevertheless, 
the economic, political, and psychological factors brought out in this 
study offer at least some rational explanations for what on the surface 
appears to have been an incredibly unrealistic design. 

be a great power affected a wide spectrum of society, including some who occupied high 
government positions. For example, Juliusz Lukasiewicz, who, as Polish representative to 
the USSR from 1933 to 1936 and to France from 1936 to 1939, was in a position to appraise 
the power structure of Europe, came to the conclusion that Poland was a great power; see 
his Polska jest Mocarstwem (Warsaw, 1939). 

48The author was privileged to discuss various issues relating to the activities of the 
Maritime and Colonial League with Professor Jedrzejewicz, who in 1934-35 held the port- 
folio of Minister of Education. 

49 On March 3, 1939, Kennard suggested to Halifax that "the furtherance of a colonial 
campaign at this moment would have the additional advantage for Poland of distracting 
Germany's attention from her eastern frontiers for the time being"; see Documents on 
British Foreign Policy I9I939, Third Series, IV, 179. 

w SDNA, Document No. 86o c.oo/726, report of North Winship to Washington, Feb. 
28, 1938, p. 4. 

51SDNA, Document No. 86o c.014/57, report of Drexel Biddle, Jr., to the Secretary of 
State, April 22, 1938, pp. 3-4. 
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