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646 Slavic Review

derives from ethnographic work in Ukraine and Russia, including observing videos 
of “super-marathons” that aff orded people with disabilities an opportunity to drama-
tize their escape from Soviet-era practices that hid them from public gaze and that (in 
the words of one activist) gave them “a license to do nothing” (262).

This is an absorbing collection of essays that will repay reading by historians and 
social scientists. I recommend it for classroom use in courses on Russian history, as 
a good introduction to the latest scholarship on the rewards but also the discontents 
and hidden injuries of migration.

Peter Gatrell
University of Manchester

Russland und die Ukraine: Verfl ochtene Biographien und Geschichten. By An-
dreas Kappeler. Vienna: Böhlau Verlag, 2012. 395 pp. Appendixes. Notes. Bibli-
ography. Index. Illustrations. Photographs. Maps. €39.90, hard bound.

Andreas Kappeler is one of the most prominent historians of Russia and Ukraine to 
have emerged in the German-speaking world since World War II. He is the author of 
Rußland als Vielvölkerreich: Entstehung, Geschichte, Zerfall (Munich, 1992; an English 
translation appeared in 2001 as The Russian Empire: A Multiethnic History), perhaps 
the most comprehensive history of the Russian empire as a multiethnic state to ap-
pear in any language. His new book is an attempt at writing an “entangled history” 
of modern Russian-Ukrainian relationships using the example of one married cou-
ple of mixed Russian-Ukrainian origins—the family of prominent intellectuals and 
civic activists—Ukrainian-born Petro Iefymenko and his Russian-born wife Aleksan-
dra Iefymenko, nee Stavrovskaia. Although not household names today, they both 
made a signifi cant contribution to ethnographic and historical research of Ukraine 
and Russia in the second half of the nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries. 
Through the biographies of his heroes, the author studies the verfl ochtene (literally 
“intertwined”) historical narratives of Russia and Ukraine by placing the Iefymenkos 
in a wider  sociopolitical, cultural, and historiographical context. This innovative ap-
proach has proved quite successful.

Kappeler conducts his research on fi ve levels. The fi rst—“micro-level”—is a dual 
biography of Aleksandra Iefymenko (1848–1918) and her husband Petro Iefymenko 
(1835–1908) whose lives and works allowed the author to grasp the “dimensions of 
multiple, situational, and hybrid identifi cations” (30) typical for representatives of 
empire’s radical intelligentsia. They are represented as people “in-between” who de-
fi ed conventional national and political identifi cations, be they Ukrainian, Russian, 
imperial, or populist. The author considers the very life stories of his heroes to be 
an embodiment of the entangled history of Russia and Ukraine, for the Iefymenkos 
both lived in ethnic Russia and Ukraine and studied Russian and Ukrainian histories 
and ethnographies. In 1865 in Arkhangel śk province, Petro, a radical populist and 
Ukrainophile, a political exile to Russia’s far north, met his future wife, Aleksandra, a 
teacher in a local rural school. From that time on they shared not only research topics 
but also sociopolitical values: a “belief in the strength of the peasantry, a confi dence 
in progress and science, and their engagement with popular education” (336), values 
they shared with a number of other educated Russians and Ukrainians of the time. 
In general, their contemporaries perceived them to be an “ideal couple” with similar 
scholarly interests who worked together and supported each other throughout life. 
Their biographies intertwined even in their death: born in southern Ukraine Petro 
died in St. Petersburg, while his wife Aleksandra, born in northern Russia, died in 
Ukraine.
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The second research level is late Russian imperial history, a fi eld of a wide- ranging 
Russian-Ukrainian histoire croisée, particularly the emergence of both Russian and 
Ukrainian nation-building projects, the widening of an imperial public sphere (“thick 
journals”), and the movement of radical populists in which “socialist, liberal, and 
national ideas intermixed” (31) and in which both Russians and Ukrainians partici-
pated, among them Petro and Aleksandra Iefymenko.

Kappeler also does justice to the journalistic and scholarly articles Aleksandra 
and Petro devoted to ethnographic studies of north Russian peasants and Ukrainian 
Cossacks (level three), masterfully placing their writings within the history of the hu-
manities in the Russian empire, particularly historiography and ethnography (level 
four). The author pays particular attention to arguably Aleksandra Iefymenko’s crown 
achievement—her Istoriia ukrainskogo naroda (1906)—the fi rst ever survey of Ukrai-
nian history, which remains “today the best Russian-language history of Ukraine” 
(340). A detailed consideration of the Istoriia (level fi ve) allows Kappeler to further 
refl ect on the “intertwined” nature of Ukrainian and Russian histories and histo-
riographies and to underline, perhaps with a slight overstress, the region’s “mixed 
Russian-Ukrainian identifi cations” (263), with examples ranging from Nikolai Gogol΄ 
to the Iefymenkos themselves to Nikita Khrushchev.

Kappeler deserves special credit for emphasizing Aleksandra’s pioneering role 
as a female scholar, the fi rst woman in Russia to have become a professor at the insti-
tution of higher learning (Higher Courses for Women in St. Petersburg) and the fi rst 
in eastern and central Europe to have been awarded a doctorate in history (honoris 
causa, from the University in Kharkiv). Although not a self-professed feminist her-
self, she became an example for other women as a successful scholar who managed 
to overcome numerous barriers that educated women routinely faced in imperial 
Russia.

This well-researched and stimulating work is essential reading for all those inter-
ested in Russian and Ukrainian intellectual and gender history.

Serhiy Bilenky
University of Toronto

Räume des Schreckens: Gewalt und Gruppenmilitanz in der Ukraine, 1905–1933. 
By Felix Schnell. Studien zur Gewaltgeschichte des 20. Jahrhunderts. Hamburg: 
Hamburger Edition, 2012. 575 pp. Appendix. Notes. Bibliography. Glossary. Photo-
graphs. Tables. €28.00, paper.

Felix Schnell’s engaging work analyzes the phenomenon of terror in areas that be-
long to what Timothy Snyder has called the “Bloodlands.” Schnell concentrates his 
study on the periods that preceded those of Snyder’s work, that is the time up to 1933, 
the year of the Great Famine or Holodomor. Schell is surely right in stating that the 
region of his work, Ukraine (which he identifi es in this work as the Russian empire’s 
southwestern periphery), had known widespread political violence long before the 
Holodomor. Schnell has chosen three eras for his analysis of the “realms of fear”: 
the 1905 Revolution, which witnessed popular uprisings; the civil war of 1918–1920, 
which produced the time of atamans (atamanshchina); and the time of collectiviza-
tion and de-kulakization from 1929 to 1933, which involved much violence by and 
against the peasantry.

Schnell has read widely both published and unpublished sources in Russia and 
Ukraine, although he has used little relevant Ukrainian-language literature. While 
his discussion of the collectivization and de-kulakization tends to interpret what is 
already known, his analysis of the 1905 uprising in the Donbas is by far the most 
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